— Hwuyero... g IIPOCTO... X0TeJIa, YTOOHBI THI TOOBIIA CO MHOM.

— Yero-0? — onemuna Xeppiiep I'poma. — Yto ¢ Toboi Takoe? Trl cefiyac COBCEM He 10X0XkKa Ha Ty,
YTO TOJIBKO YTO UT'PAlO4yy ITOfaBuia MEeHH.

Lroans Liun IIpoMoOJI4daria. Ona nuub mogHsIa TOJIOBY 1 IIOCMOTpEJIa B HOYHOE He00. 3Be3[bl CUSIITH
TaK XK€ APKO, KaK 1 BCerga, HO OHa 3Halla: 3TO HE TO Hebo, K KOTOPOMY OHa ITPHBLIKJIA.

B sTot mur Xeppiiep I'poMa oInyTuiia, HaCKOJIBKO XPYIKUM ObLJT YeJIOBEK Iepeq Hel — Ka3anoch, OHa
BOT-BOT PACCHIIJIETCA OT OGHOI'0 IIPUKOCHOBEHUS.

— W gero oHa BefeT cebs KakK Ta Tpycuxa... — IpobopMoTaa Xeppiiep, Ho, HECMOTPSI Ha BOPUaHUe,
nopoina K Iroans 1TuH.

OHU CTOSIIM MOJTYa, TJISAS Ha 3Be3[bl U BAbIXas HOYHYI0 mpoxiany. CnycTts monroe BpeMs L{oaHb
LIH 0YHYJIaCh OT CBOMX MEICJIEN U IIOBEPHYJIACh K CIIYTHHUIIE:

— Cmacu6o tebe, Xeppiep 'poma... Cracubo, 9YTO COTrnacuiach moOLTh CO MHOM.

— XM, Ha TeOs 3TO He moxX0xKe. BripouewMm, st gobpas, Tak 4To... y Te0s elle ecTh nena? Eciu HeT, g
BEPHYCh 00paTHO.

— Bonbuie HeT. Ho, MOXKeT, OCTaHEIILCS ellle HeHafoaro? — IIOIIPpOCHIIa roans LuH.

— Hert yx, oboiipembcsi. Korga KoMmy-HUOYIb U3 Bac CHOBa ITOHALOOUTCS KOMITaHUS, TOTHA U
TIOTOBOPUM.

C atumu croBamu Xeppinep ['poMa CKprIIach B rimy0uHe co3HaHus Paninsn Maii, octaBuB Lioans [un
opHy Ha 6ankoHe. [Io4yBCTBOBAB, YTO Ta BepHYynIach, Mall cipocuiia, 4To cy4unoch ¢ [loans LiuH,
HO TI0JIy4YHJia JIIIL HeOollpefeeHHbIM OTBET: f U caMa He 3Haw. BripouewM, criemnoM Xeppiuep
nobaBumia: A Befb OHa... B TAaKOM COCTOSIHUM... MHE faKe HpaBUTCs. [Iocie 3TOro oHa yMOJIKIIa.

YcnpimaB CTOMh HEBEPOSTHOE IIPU3HaHKe, Maii TUX0pagovyHO MPHUHSIACh PA3MBIIUISATh: YTO 3HAUUT
HpaBuTcsa? OHa nepebupasa BapuaHTH, ¥, KaXkKeTcs, 10 Hee [OIIJI0 — BRIpakKeHue uila AeBYIIKI
CTaJIo BeChMa BHIPA3UTEIILHEIM.

Houb cMenunace yrpom. Bee yxke npocHynucs, a L{roans Llun HoueBana B KoMHaTe Lusanel. Ilepeq
cHoM llusiHa y3Hasna, 4TO Ta He X04eT BO3BpalllaThCs B IPOCTPAHCTBO CO3HAHMS, ¥ YCTYIHIA el CBOIO
KpoBaTh, caMa ke, 00HSB MOAYIIKY, yoexKana K Mai.

Bo cHe Lloans LIuH rpes3usna 0 TOM, Kak B 3TOM MUpPE Y Hee IOSIBUIOCh MHOXKECTBO OTM3KHUX JTIONEH,
KakK Ta, 4To Obiyia XeppiiepoM [1yCTOTH], MCIIPABHUIACh ¥ CTajla i CeCTPOM, KaK BCE TParemouu



CMEHUJIINCH CHaCTIINBBIM d)HHaJ'IOM. Ei maxe IIPUBUOEIIOCE, UYTO Y HEE IIOABUIICA BO3JII00JIEHHEIM, HO
JINIIO €ero OBLITO PAa3MEITO. XOTs OHa TOYHO BHAeNIa, YTO Ha I'0JIOBe Y HEro... KaXeTCH, OBLITH pora?

YTpoMm [toans LluH BeIIIa 13 KOMHATH ¥ 00HaAPYXKWIa, YTO 3a CTOJIOM, ToMuUMO LIusiHE 1 M3,
cupgut u Xeppiiep ['poMa, HEBO3MYyTHMO 3aBTpaKarwlllas BMeCTe CO BCEMH.

— Cectpenka! Twl mpocHyIack! — s Kak pa3 cobupanack Tebs 3BaTh, — L{usiHa mogbexkarna K HeH,
ycauia psmoM ¢ XeppIllepoM U IOMOABHUHYIA TapesKy C 3aBTPaKOM.

Liroanb LIvH 3eBHYyNA ¥ Ha4ajla eCTh, He OTKPHIBas r'1a3. Xeppiuep ['poma, HabGIrogas 3a 9TOM COHHOM
KapTHUHOW, TIOAyMasa: A OHa... XM... IOBOJIbHO Muyas. Ee nuIio cierka mopo3osesno, u Mau TyT ke
3aMeTHIa HeJlaJHoe.

— Yro Takoe, Xeppiep? Tebe Hexopoxo? [ToueMy TH Takas KpacHas?

— Her!.. Huugero! IlpocTo... cnuikoM xkKapko! [la, “UMeHHO, CIIMIIIKOM KapKo! — Xeppinep BCKOYHIIa,
KaK HaxOXJIUBIIUICS KOTeHOK. Ee cTpaHHOe IoBefieHNe TIPUBIIEKIIO Bceoblllee BHUMaHMeE, HO,
IIOCKOJIbKY OHa HacTauBaja, 4TO BCe B nopsangke, Mau u llusaHa ycnokounucs. Jlumns [roans Lun
IIPOOJIzKajla CMOTPETh Ha HEe C KAKMM-TO CTPAHHBIM OJIECKOM B T71a3aX.

[Tocne 3aBTpaka Llioanb [IvH paccka3aa 0 CUTyalluu B ropone YaHKYH: XOTs ero u OyayT
BOCCTaHAaBJIMBaTh, Ceryac 30eCh He MeCTO Ijid Ku3Hu. OHu pemnnu yuTH. Lroans Ly ynmoMsHyna
00 akamemuu Cesatoii ®peiinu Ha [JanpHeM BocToke, raoe o0ydaioT Banbkupuii. Y3HaB 0
npefHa3HaYeHUU BanbKupuil, OeBYLUIKY PEIIUIM HAIPABUTHCA Ty[a, XOTS ¥ He 3HAJIM TOUHOTO ITyTH.
[Toka 4TO r7IaBHOM I1€JIbI0 OBIIIO BHIOPATHCS U3 TOPOA.

Co0paB Belu, OHM TPOHYIKUCH B MyTh. KOrma OHM UM T10 MyCTHIM YIuIlaM, M3, T Ha
pa3pylIeHus, KOTOPHIE caMa Xe U YCTPOUTIa, MPUyHbIIa. 3aMeTuB 3T0, Xeppiuep ['poMa ckasana:

— He Gepwu B ronoBy. B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, 3TO MOUX PYK [IeJi0, K Tebe 3TO He UMeeT OTHOIIEHHUS.

Mbii moyyBCTBOBaIa 00JIerYeHIe:

— Cmacubo tebe, Xeppiep.

Ta mpomosT4asa, HO IO ee CTaBIIEH JIeTKOM TOX0OKe ORIIO BUOHO, UTO HACTPOEHUeE y Hee
YAy 4IINAIOCE.

— Xa-a... — pas3gascs BHe3alHbIA 3€BOK.

Bce o6epuymnuce: 1toanb L{uH 1mia, mouaTeiBasiCh U €Ba He 3achinas Ha XOfy.



— CecTpeHKa, TH IIJI0XO crajia? MoXKeT, BepHEIUbCS B IPOCTPAHCTBO CO3HAHUS OTHOXHYTh? —
npenyioxuna LusiHa, Ho Loanb LluH HEOXMOAHHO OTKa3asach.

— M-M... He X04y... — OHa II0OCMOTpeJia Ha TPOUX CIIYTHUII, U ee B3IJIAL OCTAHOBUJICA Ha XepplIepe
'poma.

— ? — Ta HeIOYMEHHO IIPUIIONHSsIa OPOBb.

— Hecu MeHs Ha cnuHe... — Hp060pMOTaJ'[a [Troaus LI¥H COHHEIM, KaIIPU3HBIM I'OJIOCOM.

— Yero-o0? — X0poM BOCKIUKHYJIH Bce Tpoe. OHU OB IIOPaXKEeHHBI: 3TOT TOH... 3TO XK€ caMoe
HacTos1lee KokeTcTBO! Kyna nenace BiacTtHad Loans Lun?

Xeppliep moKpacHesna:

— [ToueMy 3T0 g monxkHa Te0st HecTu?! K TOMy 2Ke THI IOUTH OOHOTO POCTa CO MHOM, 3TO y2KacCHO
HeynmoOHo, 3ii!

Ona nomnslTanach CONpPOTUBNATHECS, HO LloaHsb LluH oTpe3ana:

— O#i, ma He GonTal CTONIBKO, IPOCTO HECK! — C 9TUMHU CJI0BaMU OHa NOANPHITHYJa U OyKBaIbHO
TIIOBHUCIIA Ha Liee y Xeppluepa.

— Tei! Jla THL... — OHa He ycIeja JOrOBOPUTE: BUAS, 4To L{oaHs LIUH cliosi3aeT, OHa UHCTUHKTHUBHO
TIOJIXBaTHUJIa ee, YTOOHI Ta He yIaja.

[ToyyBCTBOBAB, YTO €€ KPenkKo mepxkaT, [loanb [IuH yIeIOHYIACh, YTKHYIACH JIUIIOM B IIEI0
XeppIepa 4, TI0JI0KUB IIOAO0OPOMOK € Ha IIeY0, MTHOBEHHO YCHYIA.

Ouryiras Temino ee Tesa, Xeppiiep 'poMa, Ka3anoch, BOT-BOT 3agbIMUTCS OT cMyieHusi. Het! [Touemy
BCe TaK 00epHYJIOCh?! — Kpuyasia OHa Ipo ce0s, HO PYKH He pa3xkasa, a, Haobopot, o6Hsa [{oaHb
Hun eme kpenye. (Ltoand Lun: Xa, KEHIIWHHL.)

llusgHa u Maii HabnIomany 3a 9TOM CIIeHOM, OTKPHIB PTHL. [{1MsiHa TONKHY/1a M3l JIOKTeM:

— Mbii... Kak fyMaellb, Y MeHs CKOPO IIOSBUTCS 35Th?

Mbsii 3agyManace ¥ okavasa roJ0BOu:

— He dakT. Bo3aMoxkHO, HEBECTKA.



— A? — omemmna LusaHa.
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