Tak, geHb 3a JHEM, OHU IIPOBEJIM BMECTE efiBa JIU TIOJIrofja, KakK TPaBMHbI pefeHKa CTajlo HEBO3MOXKHO
CKpbIBaTh. YYUTEIBAS CUILY, C KOTOPOU OTel] HAaHOCUJI YOaphl, HUKaKas Marus, Kakoi Okl MOILIHON OHa
HU ObLTa, He ITOCIIeBasla 3a 9TUM HellpeKpallalomuMcs pa3pyienueM. ViIMeHHO u3-3a TOT0, YTO OTell
MaJibYiKa 3aMeTHUJI eT0 CTPAHHOCTH, OH CTajl OTHOCUTHCS K CeBepycCy ellle XyXKe, CJIOBHO K KaKOMY-TO
YyLOOBUIILY.

IIo camoro Toro mHs, Korga Jlapon 3acTan ux Bpacmiox. He 3a60TsICh 0 TOM, COYTET Jik ero pe6eHoK
HABSI3UMBBEIM, OH PEIINJI, YTO Iepe[l JTUI[OM YI'PO3bl XKU3HU He JOMYCTUT HUKAKOIr0o Hacumus. TeM
6onee uTo ux ¢ CeBepyCOM OTHOILIEHUS JaBHO [IePEPOCIIH OPYKECKUE U CTaIu IIOUYTH POACTBEHHBIMH.
U 4gTo C TOrO, YTO TOT MyKurHa U CeBepyc CBsI3aHHI KPOBbI0? Pa3Be 9TO IOBOT AJIST POTUTEIIS
TIOOHUMATh PYKY Ha pebeHKa, KOTOPOMY HET U OEeCSITH?

BriepBrie OH IOIIENI IPOTUB BOJIK MaJjibYuKa: C pa3Maxy yaapuil HOToi 10 He3alepToil JBepU U
BOPBAJICS BHYTPh, YBULIEB MyKUYKHY C OYTHIIKOM CIMPTHOTO B PyKe U paHy Ha 10y y CeBepyca.
OrpoMHBIM YCHUITMEM BOJIM OH TIOHABUI B cebe XKejlaHue MPUMEHUTh K 9TOMY YeJIOBEKY CMEPTEIbHOE
3aK/IsiTHe. BpoyeM, K 4eMy TPaTUTh Maruio Ha HUUYTOXecTBo? He pa3mymeiBasi, oH Gpocuiics
BIIEpE, BEIPBa/ U3 PYK MYKUYMHBI OYTBIIKY ¥ C CUJION OTTOJIKHYJ ero nogaisiie oT CeBepyca.

— Tol... KTO Tako#? OH... OH MO IIJIOTh ¥ KPOBB!

Tepnenue nonHyI0. Pa3 HeIb3sT MPUMEHSTh Maruio MPOTUB MarjioB, YTO XK. YBUEB, KaK YykKak
3aHOCHUT KyJIaK, 3TOT TUPAH, MPUBHIKIIKNY 00UXKaTh C/TabblX, MTHOBEHHO CTpycui. OH ITOYTHU Cpa3y
IIpHUCeJl, IPUKPHIBasi TOJIOBY PYKaMU:

— Her, He Geit meHst! THI... TH IIPHILENT 3a JOJITaMH, fa? Y MeHs IpaBaa HeT feHer!

B3arnap myxuuHH yrnan Ha CeBepyca, I1a3a ero BOpyr 6imecHynu. OH TyT XKe yKa3al Ha MaJibuuKa,
CTOSIBIIIETO 3a MOEM CIIMHOM’:

— TouHno! Y MeHsI eCcTh ellle OfUH ChIH! ['0CIIOOUH, YMOJISIO, OTIYCTUTE MEHS, 1 MOTY OTHATh €ro B
cYeT #onra...

B TOT MuUT MO¥ THEB CTaJ MOYTH OCsI3aeMbIM. Ecyiu ObI MOT, 5T OBI 3aCTABUII €T0 ITO3HATDH BCIO SIPOCTh
afCKoro rmiaMeHu. Ho efBa 9Ta MBIC/Tb BO3HUKIIA, S IOUYBCTBOBAJI, KAK MEHS JEPHY/IM 3a PYKaB.
OGepHyBIHUCH, 51 yBUAen CeBepyca.

['ny60oKO BOOXHYB, 4TOOB! YHATEH OYIIYIOIIyI0O BHYTPH SPOCTh, 1 IOCMOTPET Ha ero oTiia. He cka3aB HU
CJI0Ba, 1 B3MaxXHyJl PyKOl, HAKOJILOBAB Ha MOJIy CYHAYK C 30JI0TOM, II0CTIe Yero B3sJI Malb4yuKa 3a
PYKY U PEIIUTEIbHO yBEJI er0 U3 3TOT0 MecTa.

— Ha camowm fiene Tebe He HYKHO OBIIIO 3TOTO HOEeJaTh.

— TrI pa3Be He CbIIaN, YTO OH CKa3aj? ECu Thl He yifellb CO MHOM CEerofHs, TO 3aBTpa YUIellb C



KeM-TO Opyrum!

YT0 K, mpu3Halo, s OB CIUIIKOM SMOITMOHAJeH. [1o KpaliHel Mepe, MHe He CTOMJIO 3JTUThCS IIPHU
Cesepyce.

ME&1 monro Mosyanu. S He IIOBeJ eTo cpa3y IOMOM, a 3aBeJl B HeOOJIbIIYI0 3aKyCOYHYI0 Ha Marjiou
yJIulle ¥ 3aKa3aJsl Be IOPIUY ITacCThl C TOBINUHOM 110N YepHHIM neplieM. [IoKa XKpuanu ey, Mbl
IIPOOJIKAJIKA MOT4aTh. ATMOchepa Oblsla HaCTOIBKO HEJTOBKOM, YTO MHE XOTEeJIOCh 3aKa3aTh cebe
rpo0, 1eYsb B HETO ¥ CAMOMY 3aXJIONHYTh KPHIIIKY.

— Ecnu TH HacTauBaelb Ha BO3BpallleHHUH, ...

— He HyXHO0. BO3M0XHO, TH IIpaB. MHe 11opa 0CTaBUTh 3TO MECTO.

4 3amep, oTBen B3rjsag U nocMoTpes Ha CeBepyca. Kak ¥ 0Xuganock, OH TOXKe CMOTPEsI Ha MEeHS.

— TwI cornnacen?

OH He OTBETUJI CJI0BaMHU, HO 5 3aMEeTHUJI, KaK OH efiBa 3aMeTHO KUBHYII. 9TOr0 GBIJIO IOCTATOYHO.

— OtnuuHo! He BONHY#MCSI, CO MHO# THI HU B YeM He Oy[elb HyKOaThCsA. ECITH 3aX04elb Y4eMy-To
HAyYMThCS — CIIpaIlnBai B Mo0oe BpeMs. Eciu s 4To-To 3HAl0, 5T HY 3@ YTO He I0XKaJlelo 3HaHUH s
TeOd.

HaBepHoe, 51 OBITT CIUIIKOM BO30Y2KMIeH U, BHITAJIMB 3TO, JaXKe He 3aMeTHJI, HaCKOJIbKO CTPaHHO
TTPO3BYyYalii MOH CJIOBA.

— Mrwm.

CHoBa KOpOTKI/IfI OTBET. CeBepyC He COMHEBAJICS: eCyIi ObI MBI He OBIJIM B JIIOJHOM MECTe, eTro OIIEKYH,
CKOpee BCero, IMOOIIPEITHYII OBl OT PadoCTH OO IIOTOJIKA.

[Tocne obena, pacmiaTUBIINCE, Jlapod BHE3aHO IPOTSIHYI PYKY. IIof MpucTaabHbIM B3TISAOM
CeBepyca OH HaKOHeIl BHOBb B35IJT MaJibuMKa 3a JagoHb. MajleHbKasi, MiIrKas, OHa HallOJTHUJIA eTo
cepile — YeoBeKa, KOTOPHIM paHbIle He 0c000 XKatoBajl OeTel, — CIafoCThio, CJTIOBHO MEMIOM.

— C aToro gHs MBI ogHA ceMbs. HackonbKko g 3Har0, Tebe ceiuac ecTh, a MHEe OBallaTh BOCEMb.
MozkeT, TH JaXke Ha30BeIlb MEHH...

— Mucrep CnuHH.



JTapop CnuHH:

— ...JJagHO, KaK X0Yelllb.

[TogymaB, OH peInsI, YTO 3TO JIOTUYHO. POIHOM OTel] elre XKuB, JOKYMEHTHI 00 oreke He 0(OpPMIIeHH,
a MaJIbYHMK TOJIbKO Hadajl OTXOOUTH OT MEePEeKUTOr0 cTpecca. Huyero ynuBUTEIBHOTO, YTO OH He
X04eT Ha3klBaTh ero WHave. K ToMy ke, KTO 3HaeT, He BEI30BET JIM Y HET0 TO UJIX UHOe oOpalleHue
TSI2KeJIbIX BOCTIOMUHAHUU? B UTOTE OH PelInsl OCTaBUTh BCE KaK €CTh.

OpHako BpeMs JieTenio ObICTPO. B MrHOBeHUE OKa ManeHbKu CeBepyc MOApPOC U CTall TOTOBUTHLCS K
IIOCTYTIJIEHUIO B XOTBapPTC. 3a MATh JIeT KU3HU CO MHOM OH y3HaJ O IIKOJe MpaKTu4ecKu Bce. Ho
KOT[a 51 CIIPOCHJI, Ha KaKo# (haKyJIbTeT OH XOUeT MomnacTh, CeBepyc MpoMojdai. 3aMeTUB ero
PacCessHHOCTB, S JIUIIbL II0XJIONAJ €T0 II0 IIJIedy U He CTajl IPOJOJIXKaTh pa3roBop.

Ho HUKTO HEe MoOr IIPEAIIoJIOKUThL, 4YTO 6e;1a IpuaoeT Tak BHE3aIIHO.

Jlapon CnuHH ymep.

Ila, Tuxo 1 He3aMeTHO. O TOM, YTO YEJIOBEK, C KOTOPBIM OH IIPOZKHIJI IIOYTHU IIATH JIET, TAK HEJIEIIO
CKOHYaJICA, CeBeI)YC Y3HaJl JINIIb U3 TeJ'IerOHHOI"O 3BOHKA OT MMOIHUIEMCKOr0-Maria.

— Kaxk... kak xe Taxk”?

OTKuHYB 6e/IyIo IPOCTHIHIO U B3TJISTHYB Ha 3HaKoMoe Ji1l0, CeBepyc IMOYyBCTBOBAJI, OYATO YbS-TO
0e32KayloCTHAs pyKa CxKaja ero cepaie. [IpmaTh cTano HeuyeM. OKa3anoch, YTO B TaKO MOMEHT
HMCTUHHOE TOpe HEBO3MOXKHO BRIPA3UTh ClIoBaMu. [10 KpaliHe! Mepe, Koraa Bce (popManbHOCTH OBIITH
ylaXKeHHl, OH caM cebe IoKa3aJICs MyTalolle CIIOKONHBIM.

JIumb Korga HaCTyIIWJIa HOYE ¥ OH IMOCMOTPEN Ha MAaJIEHBKYIO YPHY C IIPAaX0OM, CTOSAIIYIO Y U3T0JIOBbA,
€ro BCerpgaliHsaa BeIOEPZKKaA Oalla TPEIIuHY. Cnesnl XJIBIHYJIM HEYOEPZKUMBIM IIOTOKOM.

— JIxer. Tel Bce-Taky OBLI JIKEIIOM C CaMOro Hayvasa...

OO0xBaTHB YPHY PyKaMH, OH HaKOHEI] iajl BOJIO CjIe3aM. PEIJaHUs 5XOM OT[IaBaJIiCh B HOYHOU TUIINHE
[0 caMoro paccBeTa. Eciu Ovl He IOKpaCHEBIIME Tla3a, OH OBl PEInI, YTO HOUHbIE PHIOAHUS — JIUIIh
raymonuHanusa. Ero oxBaTumo cTpaHHoe criokoictaue. OH MOHKUMAJ, YTO C HUM 4YTO-TO HE TaK, HO He
oOpalran BHUMaHUs. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, ero 00JIbIle HEeT, ¥ TellePh yKe HUKTO He OymeT 3a00TUTHCS 0
HEM.

CoOpas Bemu u B35iB ypHY, CeBepycC OTIPaBUIICS B JONTKM MyTh 00paTHO, Ha [Tayuuit Tynuk.



— Kxe-kxe... — J'[apon CnuuH OYHYJICA B ITBIJIBHOM IIOMEIIEHNH U OIIaPAIll€HHO OT'JIAOEIIC.

YBumeB He3HAKOMYIO 00CTAaHOBKY, OH MHCTUHKTUBHO XOTEJI IOMHECTH PYKY K JIUIY U B3JOXHYTh, HO,
3aMeTHUB YyXkKHe PYKU, HEBOIIbHO BCKPUKHY]L.

— ITa BeI u3meBaeTeck! HebGeca, st Beb MPOCTO XOTEJI IPEIOTBPATUTh TPAru4eckoe NeTCTBO
CeBepyca, HEYXKeIH 3TO CTOUJIO TOT0?

OtBerta He nocnenoBano. OH He ObUT YBepeH, Kapa U 3T0 HeOecHas U 3a TO JIX eT0 HaKa3hIBaloT.
[onoBa I1a KPyroM, MOOHSATHCS Ha HOTM CTOMJIO OTPOMHEIX YCUJIUM, HE TOBOPS y2KE O TOM, YTOORI
HeMeqJIeHHO HauTu CeBepyca.

Korpga oH ouHyCS B CeAyIOIIUH pa3, OH y&Ke OBIJT JOMa Y POJUTENIeN CBOEr0 HOBOTO TeJla. MEICIb 0
nouckax CeBepyca Ha BpeMs OTOILJIa Ha BTOPOU IIJIaH. 3a 9TU OHU OH y3HaJl UM X035IMHA CBOET0
HOBOTO Tena — PocnuuH KoTnep.

Oro, Hamo Xe, ellle OfWH YUCTOKPOBHBIN BONMIIEOHHUK, 1a K TOMY XKe U3 CaMOT0 YTO HU Ha eCTh
ApHUCTOKPATHYECKOT0 pofia.
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