— BaHap roBopua, 4To B IJIaBHOM KOMHAaTe paHbllle XK1 X0359UH, TaM caMas TsXKeJlas aypa U Oyxu
He HaxXOMSsT IOKOs, IyYIlle Ty[a He 3axoguTh, — Cioi BaiiBaii moHU3MIIa TOI0C, CIIOBHO 00SChH
TIOTPEBOXKUTE YTO-TO HEBENOMOE, U NMOTsAHYMa L3511 Kas B 06xof rjaBHOM KOMHATEHL K 3allafHOMY
bnuremno. B e€ ronoce NpoCcKOIb3HYJIO eiBa YI0BUMOe HallpsKeHuUe.

IIBepb B 3amagHbli ¢Gauresnb Obljia IPUOTKPLITA. [IeTnu U3Jany HeMPUSITHHIN CKPUII, IIOX0XKUU Ha
npeacMepTHBIN CTOH. Cior BanBay, nogpaxas Cy BaH3p, 0CTOPOKHO NPOCYHYJIa PYKY B IIETb.
HagcTpedy UM naxHyJio TAXKeJbIM, T'yCTHIM 3allaxOM IIJIECEHH, IBIJIU U YEM-TO HeBbIPa3UMBIM,
HAIOMKHAIOIIKUM cMpaf cTaporo rpoda. Oba 3aKaluIsauCh TaK CUJIBHO, YTO Ha I'Jla3ax BBHICTYIIMIIN
CJIE3HL.

— Kxe-kxe... KaxeTcs... HH4ero ocobernnoro, — Cioi BaiiBaii momaxaa PyKo# mepep JuIoM,
IIBITAsICh COXPAHUTh camMoobyiaflaHue, ¥ HallpaBuia 1y4 ¢doHapuKa BHYTpPh. KoMHaTa OBlNa mycTa,
JIUIIb B YTIy BBICUJIACh Ky4da PBaHBIX MEIIKOB ¥ THUJIBIX MOCOK, @ TEHU Ha KpasX CBETOBOTO ISITHA
IIIEBEJIUIIACh, CIIOBHO TaM KTO-TO IIPSITaCs.

L1351 Kaii ToXe BHIJOXHYJI, €T0 HaTSHYTHle HEPBL HEMHOT0 pacciaabunuch. OgHako, Koraa yd
(dboHaps cIydyarHO CKOJIb3HYJI I10 TOKPEITOMY TOJICTEIM CJIO€M IIBUTH IIOJTy B LIEHTPe KOMHATHI, ero
3payKy Cy3UJIKUCH [0 pa3MepoB UroIbHOrO yika! KpoBb B Xujax, Ka3ajaocs, 3acThIa!

Ha cepoM, MHOT0JIETHEM CJI0€ IIBIJIA OTYETIIMBO OTIIedaTasuch cienpl! ManeHbKue, U3SIIHEE — 3TO
ObLIM Cledsl KeHCKOoM 00yBU Ha mopolBe jioToca! Hocku Tydenb yka3elBaau HalpaBlieHue K JTYHHOH
apke, Beyllel BO BHYTPEHHUM IBOPUK. OTH CJIEOHL... OHU HUKAK He MOIJIM IpUHaAIexaTrh uM unu Cy
Banasp! [To ToMy, KaK OHU JieKaJIi Ha UM, OBLIO SICHO: OHU BHITJIIENN IIyTralle CBeXXKUMHU, OYATO
KTO-TO TOJIBKO YTO IIPOLIENT 30eCh!

— Bs... Baussu! [Tocmotpu! — rosnoc LI3sH Kas copBasics Ha BU3T, OH HaMePTBO BLENUJICA B PYKY
Croi1 BatiBoii, ero najblbl CKAIKUCH, KaK XKele3Hbe KIIeIIn.

Croit BaiiBait Toxe yBuaena ciensl. HamyckHas xpabpocTh MTHOBEHHO MCIIApUIaCh, CMEHUBIIHCH
TIe[eHSIMUM yKacoM:

— 39T0... 4TO 3TO... — €€ T0oJIoC APO2Karl.

U B 3TOT MOMEHT —

OTKyma-To U3 JBOPHKA 3a JIYHHOM apKOM [OHEC/IUCh IIPOH3UTENTbHEIE, TOCKJIMBEIE 3BYKH CYOHBI! OHU
BO3HUKJIM BHE3AITHO, CJIOBHO MTPHU3paYHbIe, IPEPHIBUCTHIE U (aNbIIuBLIE. 3BYK OBIT OCTPHIM,
MCKaXKeHHHBIM, Oy[ITO KOCTbI0 CKpeOIK 110 p:KaBOMY Keje3y. B MepTBOM THIIMHE APEBHEN yCaabObl
3TO 3ByYaJio [0 XKyTH Iyraioile. Kasanocs, 3BYK I1eJI 0TOBCIOAY cpa3y, OyATO caM OOoM U3[aBajl 3TOT
HeYeJI0BeYeCKuH 1iay!

— V... y-y... X0-XO0...



CneqioM 3a CyOHOM ITOCTIbIIIANCS HU3KUM XKeHCKU 1mnad. OH OBIJT ITOJIOH TaKOM HEBLIHOCUMOM CKOPOU
¥ 3aCTapesioy oOuab], YTO MPOHUKA B YIIIH, KaK XOJIOOHAs rafioka, 00BuBas 6apa0aHHBIE TEPEIOHKH
¥ BrPHI3asiCh B CAMBIM MOS3T. B Ij1ay BIJIETasOCh HEBHSATHOE OOpPMOTaHKe, II0X0XKee Ha CKpexkeT
HOTTeH 110 JlepeBy — pa3o0paTh C10Ba OBIII0 HEBO3MOXKHO, HO OT HUX CThIJIa KPOBB!

— A-a! — Croii BaiiBoaii B y2Kace 3akpuydalia, BHIPOHUB TenedoH. TOT ¢ TpOXOTOM yOapuiacs O 3eMJIT0 U
1Iorac — IMOCJIeMHUHN UCTOYHUK MCKYCCTBEHHOTO CBeTa Mc4ye3. ThMa HaX/IBIHYIIA, TOOOOHO IPUIUBY!

[13an Kaii, 06e3yMeB OT cTpaxa, 0eCropsioyHOo BOAMI POHaPUKOM II0 CTOPOHAM:
— Kr0?! K10 Tam?! Beixomu! — Kprdan OH, CPhIBasCh Ha PHIOaHUA.
OtBeTa He Ob1I0. TOIBKO TOCKIUBAS CyOHA, 3I00HEBIN II1a4 ¥ O0OPMOTAHKME 3XOM OTABaJIUCh B

abCoI0THOM TeMHOTe. Ka3amoch, THICSYH HEBUOUMEIX TJ1a3 HabGII0aoT 3a HUMM, HacMeXasiCh Haf UX
CTPaxoM.

— Yxomum! BricTpee! YoupaeMmcst oTcioga! — MHCTUHKT CaMOCOXPaHEHHUS B35JT BEPX Hall BCEM
octanbHbIM. 1351 Kait cxBaTun Cioit BaiiBai 3a nefsiHOe 3amsacThe U GPOCUIICS K BHIXOMY.

Ho enBa oHu mpo06ezkany napy 1maros, 1y4 ¢GoHaps BEIXBATHJI U3 TEMHOTH IIPOXOJ B BOPOTAX,
BEOYIIUX BO BHEIIHUM OBOp. O0a 3aMepJiy, CIIOBHO IPUTBOXKIEHHBIE HEBUIUMBIMU JT€STHEIMU
urinaMu. Cepplla KOJOTHUIIUCH TaK, YTO TOTOBBI OBIIM PAa30PBATHCS!

B mpoeme BOpPOT, CJIOBHO BXOfla B IPEUCIIONHIO, 6€33BYYHO CTOSINIM OBE MajaHKUHA!

OpuH — OCNENUTENbHO KPACHHIH, IIBeTa CBEXKEH, ellle He 3aMeKIeics KpoBU. 3aHaBEeCKU ObLIN
IIJIOTHO 3aKPHITHI, HO CaM MaJlaHKKWH efiBa 3aMeTHO ITI0Ka4YuBaJiCs, CIOBHO BHYTPHU KTO-TO OTYASTHHO
6opocs.

BTopoii — MepTBeHHO-OIeqHEIH, IBeTa caBaHa. OH CTOSIJT HEIIOJBUKHO, U3JTydas X0JIof, Oojee
r1y00KHKi, Y4eM caMa ThMa.

KpacHurniii u 6enbiii. [IBuxkeHne U MOKON. OHU TePEKPHITA €IUHCTBEHHBIM IIYTh K OTCTYIIJIEHUIO.
[TamaHKUHB He UMENH YKpallleHui, HO OT HUX BeSJI0 TaKOW ApPeBHeM T'HuIbio, OyATO UX IPUHECIH
IPSIMUKOM K3 3arpoOHOr0 Mupa!

— KpacHo-6emnble npu3paku?! — B rojmoBe 11351 Kast BCIIBIIM CaMble CTPAIIHEIE JIETeHbI, 0 KOTOPHIX
IIIETI0TOM pacCKa3biBalM CTApUKU. [OBOPHUIIH, YTO 3TO CaMBIX 37I0¥ BUJ MIPU3PAYHOM CBATLOBI: KUBHIM
IIOAXOOUTH HEJb3s1, YBUOUIIL — yMpPEIIb!

— A-a-a!!! — Croit BaiiBoii 3aKpryaja 1 PyxHyJa Ha 3eMJII0, €€ HOTH OTHSIJIUCh OT yKaca.

B 9TOT MOMEHT 3aHaBeCKa KpacCHOTO IajlaHKKWHa CaMa cobou IIPHUOTKPHINIACE. bregHast, CJI0BHO TPy,



pyKa C SIpKO-aJIbIMU HOTTSIMU MeIJIEHHO 1 HeeCTEeCTBEHHO BHITSIHY/IaCh HapyXKy. [ITMHHBIE TaJIbIEL C
OCTPBIMU HOTTSIMU yKa3a/lu IpsMO Ha apanu3oBaHHyoo Ciou Bauai!

— XU-XU-XHU... — JIE[ASTHOM, TOHKWU CMeX, ITOX0XKUM Ha CKPeXkKeT JIe3BUs 110 CTEKJITy, IIPO3BydaJl IPsSMO
y HUX B T'OJIOBaX.

Crou BoiiBayi BOPYT IepecTana KpAdaTh, CIIOBHO KTO-TO HEBUAUMBIM CxKaJjl €€ ropino. Eé B3rnapg cran
IYCTHIM, U0 — 0e3:K1U3HEeHHON MackKoli. CJI0BHO MapuOHETKa Ha HUTOYKaX, OHa MOHATAChH |,
maTasCh, ABUHYIACh K KDOBaBO-KPACHOMY ITaJlaHKUHY.

— Boiiait! Het! Bepuucs! — LI3sH Kait, 06e3ymeB, 6pOCHIICS K HeH, IIBITAsICh YXBAaTUTh 3a Kpa
OJIeKIBL.

Ho B Ty Xe CeKyHAy 3aHaBeCKa 0eJioro ImajaHKWHA OPOTHya. JIeasHOU IOPHIB BETPA, HECYIIUH
3amax Pa3NIoKeHUs U OTYASTHUS, YIAPUI B JIUIO, COMBAs C HOT.

— A-ax! — 11351 Kaii mo4yBCTBOBAJI, KaK HEBUAUMEINM MOJIOT yIapHUJI €T0 B Ipyab. X0I0 IPOH3HUII BCE
Teso, mobrpasich 0 caMoro ceppma. OH yKe IPUTOTOBUJICS K CMEPTH, HO BAPYT BUCEBIINY Ha IIee
HebpUTOBHIM Bynna, KynIeHHBIM POOUTENISIMU B XpaMe, CTall HeCTepuMO ropssuum! Temmo XaeHy 10
U3 HEero, Kak MajJeHbKHUI o4ar, OTTECHIS CMePTEIbHBIN X0JI0M IPEeUCIOTHEN.

— Kxa! — 11351 Kaii oTnieTen Ha3af U TAXKeN0 pyxHyI Ha 3eMii0. PoHaph BEIJIETEN U3 PYK U IIOTac.
Mup norpy3unics B aOCONIIOTHYIO ThMY.

B nocnemHee MrHOBEHME OH yBUAEJ, KakK O1eqHast pyka Jierko BTsHysa Cioit BaiiBail B KpacHBIH
najaHKWH. 3aHaBeCKa OIyCTUJIACh, IIOTJIOTUB IIOCTIETHIO HageXAay.

3aTeM IaJlaHKUHBEL — ¥ KPACHHIH, 1 OeJIbli — PaCTBOPUIMCH B TEMHOTE, CJIOBHO MX HUKOTHA U HE
Ob10. Micuesnu CyoHa, miad U CMeX.

LI3ax Kali ocTasicsa cugeTh Ha JIe[ATHOU 3eMIie, TIXKeJo Obllla. Boameke hoHaps MUTHY B IIOCTIEIHUI
pa3 ¥ OKOHYATENIbHO MOTYyX. MepTBas TUIIMHA OKyTana ycamb0y.

OH 3Han — 3TO He COH. Baiiaii 3a0panu. O6xKuUralomuii HeGPUT Ha TPYOU U JIEASHOM yKac B AyIIe
Kpudanu 00 OMHOM: 3TO ObIIa PeabHOCTb.

OxBauyeHHBIM 0€3YMHBIM CTPAXOM, OH, KakK 1mo0uTas cobaka, II0JI3KOM 1 6€TOM PBaHYJI K BHIXOAY.
Korpa Bpanu nmokasanuch TYCKJIBle OTHY IIOCCE, OH PYXHY Ha 3eMJII0, phifas ¥ gpoxa. OH xoTen
TIO3BOHUTH B TOJIUIMIO, HO U3 TOPJIa BEIPHIBAJICS NUIIb XPHUII. YTO OH cKaxeT? YTo ero feByIIKY
mOXUTUN pu3pak? OH BCIIOMHUJI ITOCT Ha (popymMe, KOTOPHIM BUEN KOTAa-TO — HEKUU
FOs13saHbpryans npensiaran yCiayTy 110 TPoBefeHuI0 00psAnoB. [poXKaliMyu pyKaMu OH HaOpan
HOMEDP...



(KoHel BOCIOMUHAHUMN)

— ...Jaoc! BoT kak Bce Oblno! BaiiBait 3a0panu npudpaku! — 11358 Kai 3aKOHYMIT pacCKas, ero JIUI0
Onvl10 Gesiee Mena, a TeJo BCe ellle MeJIKO ipoxkaio. — f cpa3y m0o3BoHUI BaM! YMosio, criacuTe e€!
JI100rle meubru!

B capy Bonapunace TUIIMHA. YKao MaHbTaH Ciyllajl C OTKPBEITEIM PTOM, pacTUpas MypallKy Ha
pykax. JIto Xamans 1 Ykan IIoy13uH BHTISAEIN KpaliHe cypoBo. KpacHo-0esble Tpu3paku — 3TO He
IyCTAK!

Yu CsgHbYyaHb, IPUCIOHUBIIKNCH K KOJIOHHE TajiepeH, 3aJyMYHuBO IMOTHpast mogboponok. Ero riasa
sIpKo OiecTeny, CJIOBHO OH HallleJl HeuTo KpalHe 3aHUMaTeNlbHOe. OH He CTal cpa3y OTBeYaTh Ha
MoJbObI 1[3s5H Kasi, mOTpy3uBIINCEH B Pa30yMbS.

Cy Banap... Onats ona. CTpumsl, paHaThl, UIIyIINE TPUKITIOYEHNS, U BHE3aNHble KpacHo-0emkie
npuspaku? Cosnanernue? Unu yer-To ymeicen? A Te CBeXUe CJie[bl B KOMHATe... IpUHaAJIexXalll OHU
Cy Banap unm 4eMy-T10 gpyromy?

On Bcriomuun meno JIiu I'oap. Brina mu aTa Cioit BaiiBait Toxke BrIOpaHa Kak XKepTBa?
Yronku ry6 Yu CsiHbYyaHs APOTHYJIX B 3arafloyHOoM yiaeiOKe. B ero B3rnsime 6osblile He OBIIO JIEHH,

JIUIIL OCTPOTa OXOTHUKA, Halnexero noosray. OH ocMoTpen Ha youTtoro ropeM L[3su Kas:

— O? llenbru npuHec?

I3an Kai omemun 1 3aKuBall:

— Ha... mpuHec! Mos cembsi He 6efiHas, faoc, CKOJIbKO HY?KHO — BCE oTHam!

Yu CssHbYyaHb JIEHUBO MOTSHYJICS, CJIOBHO €0 MPeXHSS CEPbe3HOCTh ObIIa JIUIIL UTPOM:

— V Hac purcupoBaHHHIe 1leHbl. Hu Gornblne, HU MeHble. — OH KUBHYJ Ha Ykao MaHbTaHa. —
Cnpocu y MaHbTaHa, CKOJIBKO C TeOs IpUYUTaeTCs. 3aBTpa BeYepoM, — OH Clellan may3y, — 5 IOUIy
¢ To0O¥1 B 3Ty ycagn0y.

Cxka3aB 3T0, OH, He obpalljast BHUMaHUs Ha olapaiienHHoro L[3su Kas u 60pMouyiiero ¥To-To Ipo
pacxonbl Ha 0eH3UH ¥ aMyJieTh UYkao MaHbTaHa, HalleBast Ioj] HOC ITeCEHKY PO 3apaboToK Ha
JKW3Hb, HE CITellla HAallPaBUJICS BO BHYTPEHHUH TBOP.

L3ax Kali cMOTpen Ha ero yoajasollyocs CIIMHY U 4YYBCTBOBAJI, KakK HafeXa CMEHSeTCs TPEBOTOH.
CMoOXeT 71 3TOT, Ha [EePBLIM B3IJIAM, KpallHe HeCepbe3HBIN YeJIOBeK criacTy Baiisan? Ero cepaue
OIIyCTHUJIOCh Ha CaMoe [HO.
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