— Tenepb 0CTaJICSI TOJTIbKO BOCTOK. I10X02Ke, HacC XKMeT XKeCToKast OUTBa.

3Bepoliaph BIIISABIBAJICS B BOCTOYHYIO CTOPOHY. B ero ria3ax meljaj OToOHb CpazkKeHus, a B3TJIs,
Ka3aJIoCh, IPOH3as J100kle Iperpagsl, yCTPEMIISASCh IPSIMO K BOCTOYHOMY SIZIPY.

Tpu COMPOBOKIABIINX €T0 3BEPST 0OMEHSITUCH 00ECIIOKOSHHEIMH B3TJISIIaMy, B KOTOPEIX YMTaIacCh
0eCIIOMOIIHOCTE.

HepBHM 3aroBOPHII KOpOJ’[b JIEJSIHBIX BOJIKOB, M B €I'0 T'OJIOCE CKBO3HUJIO HEIIPUKPHITOE OllaCEHUE:

— OH cunbpHEeWmUH cpeay Hac. Hu Most CKOpOCTh, HU 3aIuTa [1o1sspHOro 6pOHMPOBAHHOTO MEABEIS,
HU XATPOYMHBIE YJIOBKH [IBInaloIero 1bBa — HUYTO U3 3TOT0 HE UAET HU B KaKOe CpaBHEHUE C
30JI0THIM KJIBIKACTHIM OPaKOHOM.

[TonsspHBEIA OPOHUPOBAHHBIN MeBe[lb KUBHYI U J00aBUII:

— Bynb kpaiiie ocTopoxkeH. OH He KaKOH-HUOYIb ITONMYAPAKOH-TI0Iy3Mel, KaK TOT CI0aHbTSHbCKUM
OPakKoH, OH — HACTOSIINYI, YUCTOKPOBHBIN IPAKOH.

3Bepolaph MOTYa CIyIIaa uX, Me[jIeHHO KuBasi. IIpoias cypoBoe KpeleHue [Joporoi aga, OH
COBEPIIUI KaYeCTBEHHEIN PEIBOK KaK B CHJIe, TaK U B cujie myxa. Ceiiyac OH YyBCTBOBAJI cels
HEBEPOSITHO CUIIbHEIM ¥ ORI IIOJIOH YBEPEHHOCTH B TPSAAYyIIeM 00I0.

HeMHOT0 mepemoxHyB, 4eTBePO 3Bepeli OTIIPABUIIKNCh B IYTh K BOCTOUYHOMY sapy. ITo mopore
3BepoLaps 3aMeTHJI, 4TO, MOJ00HO IIeHTPATbHON 00J1aCTH, TIOTHOW KU3HEHHBIX CHUJI, BOCTOYHEIE
3eMJIU YTOIa/IX B TYCTOM 3eJIeHH, IeMOHCTPUPYST HEMCCAKAEMYIO 9HEPTHIO TPUPOIHL.

Bckope oHU 671aT0IoIyYHO JOCTUTIIM 1EJIH. 30I0TOH KIIEIKACTHIE JPaKOH 0e3MSITeKHO MJIaBall B
BOJIE, ¥ €T'0 OTPOMHOE TEeJI0 MTOJHUMAJIO Ha TI0OBEePXHOCTH KPYTH.

— Hy 4to, GpaTiibl, 0 KAKOMY AefTy IMoxKanoBaau? — 30710TOM KIIHIKACThIM JPAKOH YYTKO YIOBUII
IIPUCYTCTBUE TOCTEW U MeMJIEHHO I0Ka3ascs U3 BoAbl. ETo rosoc, HU3KUil U MOIITHBEIN, PaCKaTUICS B
BO3[yXe, CJIOBHO T'yJT KOJIOKOJIA.

— 4 npumen ciofa, 4ToOb BEPHYTh yTPauyeHHBIE 3eM/IM, — 3BEPOLaph IIarHyJI BIEPe, ero TojI0cC
3By4aJl TBEPHO U PEIIUTENHHO.

OcTanbHble TPU 3BEPS IIPU 3TUX CJI0OBAX B3OPOTHYJIU. 30JI0TOM KJIBIKACThIM APAKOH CIerka
IIPUILYPUIICS, U B €70 I'JIa3ax IPOMeJIbKHYJI XOJIOOHEIN 6J1eCK — OH OTUET/IMBO OLIYTUI Ha 3Bepoliape
aypy CBAIIeHHOro apTedakTa MmepaTpULbl IBETOYHBIX (Peu.

— A, Tak 9TO HacmegHUK SBUICA? YTOOH 0TOGPATH MO0 TEPPUTOPUIO, TBOETO YPOBHS MAIOBATO
Oymet! — J[IpakOH C HECKPHIBAEMBIM IIPEe3PEHUEM OTJISIIeN 3Bepolapsi. B ero rimasax aTOT MajIbli GBI
cnumkoM c1ab, 9ToOb MPEACTaBIIATh XOTh KaKyi0-TO yrpo3y. — Thl ¥ MU3MHIA HE CTOUIND, YTOOHI



BlageTh JlyxoM XKu3Hu!

He ycmen oH goroBopuTh, Kak 6pocusnics B ataky. CII0BHO 305I10Tast MOJIHUS, OH BEICKOUMII U3 BOJHL,
o0pymuB Ha Bpara Kackagsl OpeIar. [Ipexe ueM 3Beponaph yCIes cpearupoBaTh, APaKoOH C pa3roHa
Bpe3ascs eMy B cnuHy. OT 4yJOBUIIHOTO yapa 3Bepolaph OTEPSJI paBHOBECHE U, CTIOBHO
OyMaxKHBIY 3Mel ¢ 000pBaHHOM HUTHIO, OTJIETENT B CTOPOHY.

30J10TO¥ KJIBIKACTHIM IPAKOH JIOBKO PA3BEPHYJICS B BO3AYXe, U €T0 MOIIHBIYA XBOCT, TOIOOHO
cTambHOMY OM4y, C pa3Maxy oOpyIIMICS Ha JeTdilero 3seponaps. TOT ¢ IIyXuM CTYKOM PYXHYJI Ha
3eMJTI0, OCTaBHUB IOcCIie cebsi TTy00KY0 BOPOHKY.

— Heyxenu pa3Hulia B CUJIe BCe-TakKU CJIUIIKOM BenuKa? — KopoJsib egsaHbIX BOJIKOB, I1onspHbIix
MenBens U [ThIIAONINY JIEB C TPEBOT0M HAOIIOOANY 3a MPOUCXOSIIMM. MOIIb ApaKoHa IIPEeB30IIlIa
BCe UX OXMIAHUS, ¥ CTPAX 3a UCXO[ OMTBHI 3aKpaJjICsS B UX Cepilia.

3Bepouapb, OIIeJIOMJIEHHBIM BHE3aIllHBIM HalafeHUEM, C TPYAOM IIOOHSAJICSA Ha HOTH. OH OB BECh B
IIBIJIM ¥ paHaX. HpaKOH He [Jajl eMYy HU CEKYHIEI Ha IIEPENBIIIKY M CHOBA IOIIEJI B aTAKYy. Hamwuras
TEJI0 3Hep1"1/1e151 30JI0Ta, OH CO3[all IBa OIPOMHEIX KJIBIKA, KOTOPEIE€ 3aCUAIIN XOJIOOHBEIM, MEPTBEHHEIM
CBETOM.

— ITompo6y# Ha BKyC MOU 30JI0ThIe KJILIKK! — B3pPEBEJI IPAKOH, BIPHI3asiCh B JIeXKalllero Bpara.

— KYJ'IEIK Oora cBeTa! — ITpopesenn 3Bep0uapb. Ero KYyJIaK OKYyTaJlO0 OCIIEIINTEIIbHOE CUAdHNEe, CTaBIIee
SAPKUM, KaK MaJIEHbKO€ COJIHIIE.

OH BCTPETHUJI aTaKy ApaKOHa MOLIHEIM ymapoM. OmHAKO B 3TOT pa3 BCe MO0 WHave: Kynak 6ora
CBeTa He CMOT ITPOOHUTD 3alIUTy IPOTHBHUKA, ¥ 3BEpollaph OKa3aJiCcsi HaCKBO3b MPOKYIIEH
coO6cTBeHHBIM M1eyoM. OH 6ECITOMOIITHO TIOBUC B BO3[yX€e, YYBCTBYS, UTO BOT-BOT OYHET IIPOTTIOYEH.

B KpuTHUeCcKui MOMEHT 3Bepollapb IPUMEHUI HaBhIK CBSITOT'O CBEeTA. 30JI0TOM JTy4 ¢ HeOec ymapul
IpaKoHa B CIIMHY, a O6eblii CBET OKyTaJsl caMoro 3Bepoiiapsi. OuuIaioias ciia CBITOTO CBeTa
Haydaja JelCTBOBaTh, PaHa Ha IIJlede CTajla 3aTAruBaThCs, a 60/Ib OTCTyIHIA.

CobpaBmuch ¢ cunaMu, 3Bepoliaph HaHeC ellle OOUH COKPYIIXTeNbHbIM yaap Kymakom Gora cBeta
IIPSIMO T10 TOJI0Be gpakoHa. OT MOIIHOTO COTPSICEHUS TOTO II0BEJIO, U 3Bepoliaphb, BOCIIOIb30BABIINCE
MOMEHTOM, BEIPBAJICSI U3 3axBaTa.

Kax TO/IbKO HOTU KOCHYJIUCh 3€MJIY, OH, HE TepsAs HU MICHOBEHUs, COCPENOTOYMUII SHEPTUI0 CBETa U
BHIIYCTUI BoxkeCTBeHHEIN CBeT AManeyca. [Iociie KOpOTKOU CTEIUKY OH IIOHAJI, YTO 3allUTa JpakoHa
HEBEPOSITHO IIPOYHA, ¥ PelIny He PaccnabiaThCsi, YTOOB CHOBa He 0Ka3aThCs B YI3BUMOM
II0JIOKEHUMU.

Bax!



BoxkecTBeHHBIN CBeT AMazeyca, CJI0BHO IyIIeYHOe SIAPO, TPOOU 3alUTy ApaKoHa U B30PBaJICS
TIPSIMO Ha ero Tejie. 30JI0TOTO KJIHIKACTOr0 ApakoHa OTOPOCHIIO Ha3afl, ¥ OH C TPOXOTOM PYXHYII B
BOMY, IIOTHSIB OTPOMHEIE BOJIHEI, KOTOPEIE OKATUJIN OCTAJIbHEIX TPEX 3BepPeH.

— BrI TaMm cpaxkaiiTech, HO HAaC-TO He 3afieBaiiTe! — BO3MYIIEHHO MPOBOPYAJIU 3BEPH, TOCIEIITHO
orcTymasi. B 6muxHeM 6010 UM OBITIO HE TATAThCS C 3TUMMU ABYMSI, OCTABAJIOCh JIUIITL YBOPAYUBATHCS
OT IIOC/IENCTBUA UX OUTBEL.

30J10TOM KJIBIKACTHIM MPAKOH, BECh B IPOCTH, BeIOpasicst u3 Bomkl. OH HUKOTIA ellle He UCIILITHIBA
TAKOTO YHUXKEHUSI — MPOTUBHUK ABaXKIHl YAApHU ero 1o rojose. OH BO37esl FoJI0BY K HEOY U
3apeIvyai: ero Yeurys BCIbIXHYJIa 30JI0TOM, a KOTTH Hadyald CTPEMUTEJIbHO YOTUHSATHCS.

— Ynap mpakonbux Kortei! — [IpakoH Opocuiicst Ha 3Bepolaps, ¥ ero KOTTH, Ka3aIoCh, ObIIM TOTOBHI
pa3opBaTh caMy 3eMIIIO.

— CBsllLIeHHBIN OTOHB! — 3Bepouaps He OPOrHy1. Mupruansl YepHEIX A3BIKOB IIJTaMeHU B3METHYIIUCH B
He0o0, CJIOBHO CTasl HEMOHUYECKUX OYX0B, OPOCUBIINCH HABCTPEYy aTake ApaKoHa.

B CIIedYIOIIYIO0 CEKYHOY IIPOUIOIIJIO HEBEPOATHOE: TOPAOCTE OPAaKOHA — €T0 YJIap KOTrTel — OB
IIOJTHOCTBIO IIOTJIOIIEH YEePHBIM CBAIIEHHBIM IIJIaMEHEM. [Teimatomuii nes, Ha6J'[IOI[aH 3d 9THM,
B3OPOTHYII. On YZ&Ke CTaJIKMBaJICA C 9THM OTHEM, B y2KacC TeX BOCIIOMUHAHUM OO CUX II0p J1eXall
TAXKKHWM I'DY30M Ha €ro ceppiie.

— HeBo3MmoxHo! Kak Moit Ygap Korteit MOT ObIThH IIOTJIOIIEH 3TUM ITaMeHeM?! — [IpaKoH
ocToji0eHen, He CBOfS TJla3 CO 3Bepolaps.

3Bepotiaph akTuBHpoBan Chepy nBetouHoi peu u Oko 6ora cBeTa. MolllHas BOJIHA SHEPTUHU XJIBIHYIA
0T Hero. BcTpeTUBIMIKChH B3TJIANOM C APAKOHOM, OH TBEPAO ¥ YBEPEHHO IIPOU3HEC:

— HeT HHYero HeBO3MOXKHOI 0!

— A Temepb CMOTPY Ha MOU KO3BIPB!

30JI0TOM KJIBIKACTHIY OPaKOH, IOTEePSB TepIeHNe, Hayall CTPEMUTENIBHO HapalluBaTh CBOIO aypy. Ero
r7ja3a HaJuIUCh XOIOOHOU XKaXaou youiicTea. Bo3oyx BOKPYT CTajl TAXKENBIM U BI3KUM. Tpoe
HabmofaTesnell MOCIENIUIIN OTOUTH ellle fablile, 60SCh IONACTb 0T yap TaKON CHUJIBL

— Cpoxnu! 3omoTasi cMepTh UMIIEpaTOpPa-ApakoHa!

30JI0TOH KJIBIKACTHIM OPaKOH, OKYTaHHBIM CASTHMEM, PBaHYJI BIlepe CO CKOPOCTBI0 METEOPa,
paccekasi He00. O0aka pa3phIBaIUCh Ha €r0 ITyTH, OCTAB/ISAS B BO3AYXE OCJIEIUTEbHEIN ClIef,
IIPONIUTAHHBIA CMEPTOHOCHOM 3HEPTUEH.



3Bepolapk He cobuparscs ycrynaTb. OH 3ageicTBOBa BCe CBOU PE3EPBHI, BHITYCTUB BECh NOCTYITHBIN
eMmy BoxecTBeHHBIN cBeT AMajeyca, ¥, o0aBUB K HEMY ITePBOPOIHYIO SHEPTHIO CBeTa, CJIUJI BCE B
equHbli CBSIIEHHBIN CBeT AMazeyca. ITOT mpueM Bobpast B ceOst BCIO er0 MOIIlb, HOCTUTHYB
HeOBIBAJION CHJIHL.

CeMUIBETHBIN TTy4, TOJ00HO PaAyre, yAapwui B CTOPOHY ApakoHa. CTOIKHYBIIUCE, IBe TEXHUKU
TIOPOJUIY OCTIENUTENIbHOE CUSIHYE U XaOTUYHbIe IOTOKYU 3Hepruu. [IoHayanmy Ka3amoch, YTO JPAKOH
OepeT Bepx, U OH [laXKe YCIlell TOPXKECTBYIOIIe YCMeXHYThCsA. OQHAKO, MOMBITABIIUCh TPOOUTE JIy4, OH
BHE3aITHO 00HAPYyXKUJI, YTO CEMUI[BETHAs SHEPTHs, CJIOBHO HeBUAUMAas CUJIa, BIUTAJACh B €r0 TeJl0 U
Haydaja U3HYTPHU pPa3pyllaTh ero 3alfuTy.

— Kak 3T0 BO3MOXKHO?! — B3peBen ApakoH B y&Kace. OH 0TKa3bIBaJICd BEPUTh, YTO €ro ropaas
3aluTa Maja, HoO PeajbHOCTh Obllla HeyMOIUMa.

B aToT MoMeHT CBSIIIEHHBINM CBET AMayieyca COeTOHUPOBajl. [pOXOT, TOmOOHEIM B3PEIBY MOIITHOM
60oMOEI, TIOTPSIC Bech Jiec. Koposb JIeAsTHBIX BOJIKOB ¥ €r0 CIIYTHUKYU BUOEJIU JTUIIb OCTIETUTEIbHbIe
BCITHIIIKY, HAITOMUHAIOIIMe TPaHANO3HbIH GeriepBepK. A u3 o61aka AbIMa JOHECCS IIOJIHBIN 60IH
BOILJIb APaKoOHa.

30710TOM KJIBIKACTHIM IPAKOH, TSKEJI0 paHEeHHIN, pyXHYI B Bomy. IToBepxXHOCTh 3aTuxia. [[pakoH He
TI0JjaBasl MPU3HAKOB XKU3HU, CJIOBHO OBIJT MEPTB.

— He MoxeT ObITE... I COBCeM He YYBCTBYIO eT0 ayphl. Heyxkenu oH norub oT ymapa 3Bepouapsa? —
IIOTPSICEHHO IpoluenTan Kopomns neasHbIX BOJIKOB.

[TonapHbIM MeaBenpb U [1bUTa0KM JIeB MOJiua ePEragHyIUCh U C TPYCTHIO I0KavYasly rojioBaMu. 3a
COTHHM JIET COBMECTHOM KM3HU OHU YCIIEeNI TIPUBSA3AThCA APYT K APYTY. [IpakoH OB AJIS HUX CJIOBHO
cTapmui OpaT, ¥ HUKTO M3 HUX He XOTeJl TaKOro UCXOofa.

Onnako 3Bepouapb HaxMmypuiics. AktuBupoBaB Oko 6ora cBeTa, OH He CBOAMII I'J1a3 ¢ BogoeMa. OH
3aMeTHJI, YTO Ha JHE YTO-TO TYCKJIO MePIIaeT, ¥ OUIyTUJI TaM IIPUCYTCTBUE OE3I0HHON SHEPTUH
30J10Ta.

— Yro-To He Tak. OH He MEPTB, U, KaXKeTCd, KaKddA-TO MOIIIHAs CUJId B3s1JIa MEHS Ha npnuen!

3Bepoliaph B3APOTHY U IOCIEIIHO OTCTYIUII OT BOofkl. ET0o mbIxaHue cOMIOCh, a BHYTPH POCIIO
TPEBOXKHOE MTPEJYYBCTBHE — HEUTO Topa3zo 6oJiee CcTpaIlHoe TPU6INKaIoCch, He CBOMS C HETO TIa3.

— IInoxo memno!

3Bepouapb, CpearupoBaB MIHOBEHHO, ITOAIIPLITHYT X 3aBUC Hall BOOOEMOM, BEIITYCTUB BHU3 MOIITHBIA
IIOTOK boKeCTBEHHOTr0 CBeTa AManeyca. 3o10TOM JIy4, CJIOBHO KJIMHOK, BOIII€JI B TOJIITY BOOBI, HO
OecciieqHO MCYe3, He BEI3BAB HU MaJIEHIIIEro OTKIIMKA.



OcTasibHbIe TPY 3Beps B HEMOYMEHUY CMOTPEIH Ha MeHCTBHS 3Bepolaps, He IOHUMas, 94To
IPOUCXOOUT. HO TYT UX HAKPHIIO OLIyIeHHe YyNOBUIITHOIO NaBJIeHHUs, CJIOBHO ¢ HeOa Ha HUX
oOpyIIuIacs 1esas ropa.

— YTo-TO cenyac BHIUAET HapyXKy! — 3Bepu 3aMepIy, HaIPsAKEHHO BIIANLIBASCEH B [Iy4YHHY,
OXBa4yeHHEIe [yPHBIM IIPENYyBCTBUEM.
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