HecsaTwlit ro mpaBiieHus LI3MHX3, aBrycCT.

— ITo Bone Hebec, nMmepaTop IOBEIeBAET: HEIHE CTalo u3BecTHO, 4To Ce K09 u3 momMecThsT MapKu3a
IunbloaHb o0nagaeT IPUPOOHOIM KPacoTol, oOpomeTenbio U MyIPOCTLIO, ero 06JTMK 1 HpaB
Oe3ymnpeuHtl, 4TO BecbMa panyeT Hac. IToceMy kanyeM ero B cynpyru BaHy YxksHb0310 X3 ['yayasio,
naObl COEIMHUTD OBa POfla Y3aMU COTJIacHus U MPOoIBeTaHUs. MICTIOMHUTSD!

Korpma mpo3Byuanu cioBa 0 IpupoaHo# KpacoTe, Ce KO3 yxke xoTen OBII0 B HEJOYMEHUH IOOHSATh
T'OJIOBY, a KOT7Ia yKa3 OBLT 3a4MTaH [0 KOHIIA, OH C M3yMJIeHUuEeM orjsgen ceOs. [[BaauaTh JetT
ITPOKUJT HA CBETE — U BAPYT OKa3ascs AeButiei? OH MOKOCHUICS Ha OTIa C MaTePbI0, YYBCTBYS
OTOPOIIb: HEYXKEJIM OHU CTOJILKO JIET BOJUIIU €T0 3a HOC?

— Mornopoii rociofyH, IPUHUMAaNTe yKa3, — yNbI0asich, mopoIien K HeMy eBHYx @y IIIyHb.

Ce FO3 nOCIIeIIHO CIIOXKUI PYKU:

— Bnaronaplo HMIIepaTOpa 3a MUJIOCTh.

0K OaBIIKCh, ITOKA OTel] 3aKOHYUT Gecenly C eBHYXOM, OH IIOOIIEN OIuXKe:

— Orewn, g 4TO, Ha CaMOM feJie XKeHIIAHa?

Ce Tan, yCrnblIaB 9T0, OTBECHUJI EMY IO3aTHUIbHUK:

— Trw1 gypax!

CKasaB 3TO, OH C IOYTEHHUEM IIPpUHAII YKa3 U3 PYK ChIHA U, JdaXKe He B3TJIAHYB Ha HEro, 3alllarail
IIpOYk. Ce O3 IIPOBOOUII €r0 B3rJIsAAOM U IIPUABUHYJICA K MaTEPH:

— Kyna sto oten?

— OTHecTHu yKa3 B haMUIbHBEIN XpaM, — oTBeTuna AHb CloaHbBaHb U C JIETKUM IIpeHeOpeKeHneM
IIOCMOTpeJia Ha MJIafilllero ChiHa. — [loxoXke, yMOM OH He OJeler.

— Jla HeT xke... — Ce KO3 He ycmesn Bo3pa3uTh, Kak AHb Cl0oaHbBaHb, II0Ka4yaB I'0JI0OBOU, TOXE
yOanusace.

OH IOTep 3aTHIIOK, PEIIUB, YTO IeJI0 BOBCE He B ero IIYIIOCTH, @ B TOM, YTO Y UMIIepPaTopa SIBHO
IPo0IEMEI CO 3PEHUEM.

Y6paB yka3 u neperoBopus c xkeHoi, Ce Tan no3an Ce FOa3.

— Orer, 3Banu? — Ce 03 pafloCcTHO BolIeN B KOMHATY, YBUAEN HA CTOJIE CITaflOCTH, HeOPEeKHO



TIOKJIOHHUJICA U yCeJICAd Ha CTYII.

Ce TaH mIoKauars rojioBOH, HO IPUOUPATLCS He CTall:

— YeTrIpe roga Ha3aj IpU ABOpPe Havyanu 00CyKaaTh BEIOOP CYNmpyTu s BaHa YKIHBOIS.

Ce 1093, efBa ycreB OTKyCUTh KyCOY€K JTaKOMCTBA, BCTABUIL:

— MuHuCTpaM MPOCTO felaTh Heuero. BaH Yk3HL091 MPaBUT YeTHIPEMS 00/1aCTSIMHU, HEYXKeu B
TaKWX Kpasx KeHINH He ChiCKaTh? [la ¥ eC/IM UMIIEPaTop PEIIUT YCTPOUTH Opak, KTO U3 HUX
IIOCMEeeT OTHATh EMY CBOIO MOo4hb? BceM Befb U3BECTHO, UTO BaH YK5HBKOIM TONBKO U XKMOET ITOBOMAA OIS
MaTexka!

Ce Tau HakOHeIl He BBIIEP2KAJl: BCKOYHUJI, BUHEIIUIICA ChIHY B YXO X PEIBKOM IIOCTABHUII €0 Ha HOTH.

— Orer, 60mbpHO, 601BHO! MaTyliKa, cracai! Oi-oi...

Ce KO3 ot 6o BEIPOHUIJI CJIaJOCTh, 3aM€ETaJICA, ITbITadCh OOMHOBPEMEHHO U JIAKOMCTBO IIOOAXBATUTH,
VX0 3alllUTHUTE.

— IoBonbHO! '0OBOPU TOJIKOM, BDEMEHHU Majo, — IpepBana ux AHb CloaHbBaHb.

Ce Tan pasxan nanblsl 4 cen o6paTHO. Ce KO3, 00MKeHHO MOTHpasi yxo, He 3a0bUI CYHYTh OCTaTKU
CNafloOCTX B POT — He IIpoIafaTh xke Joopy.

— Tpu mecsitia Ha3ay BaH YK3HBE02M HAKOHEI] Toasl MPoIlIeHne, B KOTOPOM 3asiBUJI, YTO CKJIOHEH K
MYKCKO# 1m06Bu. Ecnu uMIiepaTop ¥ BIPaBAY IIEYETCS 0 HEM U XOUeT BHIOpaTh eMy Cympyra, TO 3TO
MOXKET OBITH TOIBKO MYKYHHA.

Ce TaH B3moxHy/. Torma Ipu JBOPE 9TO COYJIH HEJIEMOM MIyTKOM, KTO GBI MOT ITOJyMaTh, UTO B UTOTE
cMesiThCsl OyIeT He Hag KeM, KpoMe Kak Hafl cCaMUM COOOM.

— 0! — Ce 103 mpornoTun yrolieHue 1 XJI0NHYJ ce0s 1o Tpyau. — 3HAYUT, 1 BCe-Taku MyxKuuHa! A
S-TO OyMaJl, I0YeMy POLUTEINIH CTOJIbKO JIET TaK MCKYCHO CKPHIBAJIM IIPaBHY.

Kak TOJIbKO OH 3TO Ipou3Hec, 06a poguTesis YCTaBUIuCh Ha Hero. Ce TaH GoJIbIlle He CHepKacs U
Opocwuiics Ha ckiHa. Ce FO3 T0BKO pa3BepHYIICS, OTTOJIKHYJICS OT CTyJa 4, COBEPIIMB CaJbTO HA3af,
BBIJIETE]T BO IBOP:

— Orerl, mBaXbl OOHO U TO XK€ He IIOBTOPSIOT.

Ce Tan, rnsaas Ha IPBITH ChIHA, OLIYTUII TOPAOCTh, HO TYT XK€ IIOMpaydHes 1, CXKaB Kynaku, 6pocumncs B
araky. Ce KO3 nsaTuscs, coOupasich OTUIYTUTLCS, KaK BAPYT YCIIBbIIIAT YeH-TO I'0JI0C:



— Mosonoii TOCIIONUH, JTOBY KOIIbe!

OH MauIMHaIbHO IPOTSHYJI PYKY, U JIUIIb KOTZa IajIbllkl COMKHYINCH Ha IpeBKe, 0CO3HAJ HeJlagHoe.
OHY C 0TLIOM YaCTO CIIAapPUHTOBAJIX, HO 0O OPYXKUS OeJI0 HOXOAUTh He MOMKHO 0bU10. OH X0Tes OBUIO0
00EPHYTBLCS ¥ OTYUTATh COBETUMKA, HO YCIIBIIIA CBUCT PACCEKAeMOT0 BO3[IyXa — IIPUIIIOChH
OTpaxkaTh BHIIAM OTLA. TOT y2Ke BOBCIO OPYAOBAJ KOIILEM.

— Orerr? — Ce KO3 6511 B monTHOM 3aMelaTennbCcTBe, HO Ce TaH He [laBajl eMy BpEMEHHU Ha BOIIPOCH.

B nomecThe Hayasncsa IIepPeIoioX. CJ'IyTI/I 1 CTPAXHHUKHU CTPYOUIIMCh BOKPYT, HE IIOHKMMaA, TO JIX
Pa3HHUMaTh UX, TO JIX IIOMOT'aTk. Tak, B ImyMe u raMe, OHU no6e}Kan1/1 [0 I'IaBHBIX BOPOT.

— Mosomo# roCcIonnH, Caauch Ha KOH!

Ce K03 He Mor BCcephe3 CpaxkaThCs C OTIIOM, TO3TOMY JIUIIL 0OOPOHSIJICS ¥ OTCTYIIA. YCIIBIIIaB
IIPU3EIB, OH CKOCHIJI I'Jla3a ¥ YBUAETI, UTO €T0 BepHbI cKakyH ®a1idsH yxKe KaeT y BopoT. OH Ha MUT
3amep. Ce TaH He fan eMy OIIOMHUTHCS ¥ CHOBa HaHec Komtomui ygap. Ce O3 yknonuncs. B
MOMEHT, KOTfla UX KOIbS CKPECTUIIKCh, OTEI] IIPOIIenTan:

— Beru!

Ce H03 He mOHS, B 4YeM IeJI0, HO MEe[JIUThL He CTall: YIepcs OPEBKOM B 3€MIIIO, IIOAIIPBITHYJI, BCKOYHII
B Ce[JIO U IIPHUILIIOPUII KOHA.

— Brictpee! B moroxio! Henmb3sg mOnyCTUTh, YTOOH JTIOAU Y3HAJM, YTO MOJIOOM TOCTIOANH cOexXal, He
JKeJast BCTynaTh B 6pak! — Bo Bce ropio 3akpuyain Ce TaH y BOpOT.

Tonmna ciyr TyT Xe IIoAXBaTUia:

— Momnopoii rocnoguH cOexaj, He XKejas BCTynaTh B Opak!

Ce 109, ycnplmaB 3T0, 3aKaTHUJI I/1a3a. 3a CIIMHOU MOCIBIIIAJICS TOOT KOIBIT, OH 00epHYJCS — 3TO
Ol ero ciyra JIsH Lsgab. [To ToMy, Kak TOT ObIT HAarpyKeH y3jaMu, OBIJIO SICHO: 3TO [IeJI0 PYK OTIIa.

— YTO IpPOUCXOIUT?

— Mapku3 Bejesn HeMeoJIeHHO IIOKUHYTh CTOJIMIY ¥ HAIIPaBIISThHCS Ha ceBep. Kyma yromHo, nuiib Obt
CIpsTaThCS Ha mapy yieT. Kak mobepelrbcst ;0 MeCTa, epefai BeCTOYKY BOEHHBIM MIU(POM, U
MapKu3 OyHOeT IPUCHIIATh JeHbIH, — Ha XOMy Bhimanui JIsH LIgHb.

Ce 103 HaXMYPHIICA X HAPOYHO cOMJI KOITbeM HEeCKOJIBKO TOPT'OBLIX JIOTKOB Ha YyJIHIIE. OH 3Ham: HY2KHO
YCTPOUTE HIIyM, yTOORI BCE Y3HAJIA O €TI0 0The3[0e, HHa4Ye IIOMECThe O0OBHMHST B YKDBIBATEJIECTBE.
Bnpoqu, CETOOHAITHAMN YKa3 OBLTT OYEHB CTPaHHLBIM. OH, KOHEYHO, IIPUKUOBIBAJICA OYPA4YKOM, HO HE



IO TaKOH e CTeIleHH, YTOOHI HE BUOETh OYEBHUOHOI'O — IIPOCTO HE XOTEJI BOJTHOBATH pOJIHTeHefI.

Cenuac cTpaHa IIOfieJIeHa Ha TPU jlarepsi: B CTOJIUIE UMIIEPATOP U NPUHL JIMHb CAEPKUBAIOT OPYT
IpyTa, a Ha ceBepe 3aTaujics BaH YkK3HL03M. X0Ts B rocyfapcTBe L[3WH MHOT'O CHUJI, B3aUMHBIH
KOHTPOJIb 00ecreunBaeT xpynkui Mup. [lomecTthe Mapku3a [IMHBI0OAHb BCETMia CIeN0Bao 3a
MMIIEPATOPOM. 3HAYHUT JIK 3TO, YTO TOCymaphb OOJbllle HE JOBEPSIET UM, UJIK K€ Y HEr0 eCTh 0coboe
mopy4yeHue? A oTell, OTIPABIISIS €r0 Ha CeBep, IPSIMO B 3eMJIi BaHa UK3HB03S, ITPOCTO XOUET
OTTSHYTb BPEMS UJIM Y HEr0 CBOU IIJIaH?

OH rHa; KOHS BO BECh OIIop. y TOPOACKHUX BOPOT CTPAXKHUKHU IIOIIBITAJIMCE IIPETPAOUTE ITYTh, HO OH,
OaXe He cOaBiIsIs CKOPOCTH, OTTECHHUIJI UX KOIIbEM U BBIJIETE]I 3d IIPeHdeJIbl rOPpoad.

— Mornopoii TOCIIOOWH, MBI TaK OTKPHITO ye3KaeM, 9TO He COYTYT 3a HEIIOBUHOBEHUE yKa3y? —
TPEBOXKHO crpocun JIsgH LIgHb.

— XM, uMneparop rnoxasoBai Opak, HO IaTy He Ha3HauusI, a BaH YK3HKO3M maxe He B cTonuue. 5
IIPOCTO efly JINYHO HaBeCTUTh OyayIero Cynpyra, Kakoe e 3T0 HeTIOBUHOBeHUE!

OH noHMMaJ, 4YTO poOouTen BCe IIPOCUHUTAIIN, X Ky[d JIy4Ille HETO, II03TOMY HE CIIMIIKOM
OeCIIOKOUJICS O CUTyalluu B CTOJIKIIE. 'naBHOE — IIOCKOpee I[O6paTBC${ o0 MeCTa.

[TomymaB 006 3TOM, OH HakJIOHUJICS K P3tidany:

— JTaBHEHBKO MBI TakK He 6erany, IOKaxu-Ka, He PacTepsiyI U THl IPHITH!

KoHE CIIOBHO IIOHSTI €T0, BCKHUHYIJI I'OJIOBY, U304dJl P2KdaHUE U HpI/IﬁaBI/IJ'I xomy. JIsau LigHb, BUOS 3TO,
JINIIb BSMaXHYJI XJIBICTOM:

— Moropoii TOCIIOHH, V Bac ke CKaKyH IIepBOKIaCCHBIHN, pa3Be X s 32 BAMU YTOHIOCH!
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