— Kak ke MHe Tsaxeo!

— Hebeca HecnpaBeamuBhI!

— Xyaap, FO#ap, Kak ke Bhl TOTUOJIH yKaCHO!

2KeHmuHa pasphiBajach OT PHIOAHUM, IPUBJIEKAst B3TISOEI TPOX0KHUX, HO OOJBITHHCTBO JIHIIb
MeJIbKOM B3TJISIAbIBANIA U CIIEIIUIM MUMO. TOIBKO HECKOIBKO 3HAKOMBIX COCENel TTOOXOOUIN U TUXO
yTellanu ee€.

Cuso mopoIia ¥ CIPoCHUia y CTapuka:

— JIA01IKa, 4YTO CIIYYUIIOCH?

Crapuk B COJIOMEHHOI LIsATe, CrOPOUBIIKUCE, ONETHIH B TOTEPTOe. OH 3aJI0KUIT PYKHU 3@ CIIUHY U
B3OXHYII:

— 9X... B Hallle BpeMs 3TO He TaKoe YK 0oblioe feno. [TpocTo y Heé HUKOTO He 0CTAJIoCh, KpoMe
camoiu cebs.

OH moKadyasi roJIOBOY U, YXO[sI, HACTABUTEJIbHO J00aBUII:

— JleBouKa, He aBal KaJI0CTHU MIEPEXIECTHYTh. THl HUUEM €l He ITOMOXKelllb, a cebe MOXKelllb
HaXWUTh HETPUATHOCTU. BpeMs BCE crimaguT.

— Cracu60, OaAromKa.

Cuso nmobnaromapumia, HO BCE paBHO HaIlpaBUJIach K XKEHIIUHE.

CTapuK NIullb I0Kavasl roJI0BOM U YIIE.

3ameTtuB npubnuxenre Cusio, B ra3ax XKeHIIMHL MeJIbKHYJ CTPaHHBIM OTOHEK, ¥ OHa 3aphigalia elne
ropiue.

— Oti-oui-o1, He x0uy kuTh! UT0 9 6€3 Bac Oyny menaTs!

C 3TUMHU CIIOBaMHu OHA IIPUHAIACh KAaTaThCs II0 3€eMJIE, IIPHUBJIEKasds BHUMaHHE IIPOX0ZKUX.

Cusio Hampsriia BCe MBIIIIIE, COXPAHsIsi TOTOBHOCTD K NEUCTBUIO, ¥ CIIPOCHUTIA:

— CecTpHlia, 4TO C BaMu?

2KeHmuHa, CJIOBHO YXBATUBIIKCH 3@ COJTOMUHKY, PE3BO BCKOUYMIIA, ITBITAsICh 0OHATH HOrM CHs0, HO
IIPOMaxXHY1ach.

Ona 3aMepJiia, 3aTeéM CTHUCHYIJIA IIOAOJI IIJIaThdA, 3aJInBadACh CJI€3aMM, W 3allpUYnTalla XPHUIIJIO:



— JleBuila, MHe Tak 10xo! BynbTe 0oOpHI, TOMOTHUTE MHE!

Cusio ¢ efBa CKphIBa€MBIM OTBpallleHreM HabIliofana 3a e€ MpeaCcTaBlIeHreM.

Iaxe 6e3 moacka3ku Bonmu YracaHusi oHa MOHKMMaJIa, YTO 9Ta 0co0a He U3 JOOPHIX.

Y aToro Temna OB CBePXbECTECTBEHHHIM Jap pa3andaTh J0OPO U 3710, ¥ B 9TOH KEHIIUHE, PHIIAIOIeiH
HAB3PHI]I, 371004 OIIyIanach MOYTU 0CSI3aEMO.

Cwusio He Tmofjaja BUOY 4 C 03a00UeHHBIM BUIOM CIIPOCHIIA:

— CecTpulia, YTO XK€ CIIy4uJIoCh?

— Bce B Moeli ceMbe TOTHOIH B TIIYX0M Jiecy! Y-y-y, TH He 3Haelllb, KaKoe 9TO OBIJI0 3PEejIuille — BCE B
KPOBH, HM OTHOTO IIeJI0ro Tena!

OHa BOpPYT 3aXkajia POT PYKOH, IpOKa BCeM TeJIOM, ¥ MPOXpHUIIesa:

— Mos Xyaap, Takas KpacuBasi geByika...! Moii FOuap, UX rooBHL...

Ka3zanocs, rope OoCTHUIJIO IIpefesia, U OHa OHeMeJla, HE B CHJIaX TOBOPUTE.

Cusio cnerka gépHyJja yrolKoM pPTa, TMISAS Ha 9Ty UTPY, HOCTOMHYI0 «OcKapa», ¥ MPOHOIIKIIIa:

— YT0 ¢ HUMU CNIy4usocs? YeM g MOTy IOMOYb, cecTpula?

YcnbiniaB Tako# y4aCTIUBEIM BONIPOC, XKEHINMHA efiBa 3aMETHO YCMEXHYJach U 3allpUyuTalia CHOBA:

— Onu o6a norubmiu B IJIyXOM JIeCy, TOJIOBEL OTPYOUTI JEMOH, OCTaJIUCh JIUIIb U3YPOIOBaHHEIE Tella,
OpolIeHHbIe B IYCTHIHE. ..

— 4 xoTemna 6B TOTPOCUTL KOTO-HUOYAL TOMOYb cOOpaTh uX Belu. CaMa 51 He MOTY — KaXK[hIM pas,
KaK BUXKY 3THU BEIIY, He MOTY COEPXKAaTh CIE3 U TEPSIO CUIIHL.

Cuso mopHsIa B3I Ha CTapylo AEPEBSHHYIO IBEPh Iepef co001, HEBHICOKYIO, U CJIeTKa KUBHYJIA:
— JlagHo.

2KeHmHa MUTOM TIepecTaja MIaKaTh, C YILIOKON BCTala, OTPSXHYIA MBUTh ¥ 00paTunach Kk Cuso, Ha
KOTOPO¥ OBLIY IIJISIIA U Byalb:

— IleBulla, BE ¥ KpacuBhl, ¥ JoOpEL. [Ipotry, 3axomgure.

Ona OTKDEINIA KaJIUTKYy U 2KeCTOM IIPUTIaCulla Cusio BouiTu. CHsI0 MEIbKOM B3rJIdHYJIIA Ha Heé u
ardyJia BHYTPb.



Korga Cuso BoIia, XKeHIIKHA IOCIe0Balla 3a Hell U, TOBEPHYBIIUCH CIIMHOM, 3aKphlia ABEPD. M3
pyKaBa OHa 4OCTajla YTO-TO U IIPUKpeNusia K 3aCOBY.

OHa Havaja pa3MHIIIISTh, KaK Obl TOBKYCHEE HACIIaOUTHCS 9TOM [IEBUIIEH.

OHa crnaThiBaja CJIIOHYy, BooOpaxas HeXKHbIH BKYC, HCTeKas CIIIOHOM, ¥ TIOBEPHYJIach C YIILIOKOM:
— JleBuna, npouy, 3axoaurte... Al

OOGepHYBINKCH, OHA YBUAETA, KaK cepeOpsHbIi CBET MIPOH3UI el IPyab. 30 pTa XJIbIHYIa KPOBb, U
OHa KaJI00HO IMPOKU3HEeCIa:

— JIeBuIla... 3a¥YeM TH TaK CO MHOM, HeCYaCTHOH?

OHa 3aKalsiachk, ¥ 130 pTa I0JIeTeI OIIMETKY BHYTPeHHOCTel. C HeJoBepueM 3aKuMas paHy,
OHa PyXHYyJa HaB3HUYE.

Custo xonogHo Habmogana 3a 3TuM. Meu OpuHOKOM JIYHH cliesian KPyroBOe ABUKEHUE, CTPSIXUBAs
KpPOBb. 3aTeM IIPOSBUJIaCh OrpoMHas Bonst Yracanus, u Ha J1e3BUM 3aMepiian ciaObli TYHHBIM CBET.
[Tocne sTOr0 OHA PE3KO B3MaxHyJla MEYOM B CTOPOHY TeJla KEHIIUHEI!

Ho B mocnegHu# MOMEHT K€EHIIMHA, U30THYBIINCh HEECTECTBEHHO, OBICTPO YIIOJI3]Ia Ha PyKax u
HOTax.

— Y Tebst COBCEM HET COYYBCTBUS?!

CrpaHHHIH TOJI0C pa3pancs u3 Tpymna. Koxka Ha Tene Hadana OBICTPO B3[yBaThCs, COIIPOBOKAASICh
OTBPATUTENILHLIM TPECKOM.

CrpalHsle KOT'TA pa30pBalid KOXKY U BHUIE3NIM HAPYXKY; IOMHSICSA 3JI0BOHHBEIMA BETEP IEMOHA.

— [Ins TaKWX, KaK ThI, HE HYXKHO.

Hepen Hel OBITT HEMOH, YeJI0BEUYECKOe TEeJI0 — JIUIIhL 000JI04YKa.

V3 Tema XKeHIIMHH BeIOpasack orpoMHasi, Kak ropa, Tyllla, II0X0Kas Ha BOJIKOfiaBa, HO 6oee
IPU3EMUCTasi, C KPUBBIMU OCTPBIMU KJIBIKAMH.,

— §1 mymar, TH JErKas 3aKyCKa, a 0Ka3aJiCs HACTOSIIUN ITUp. DTO IIPOCTO JILCTHUT, S laXKe CIIOB He
HAXO0XKYy.

Huzkuii, 370BeIrii rooc 3By4a Bo30yKIEHHO 1 KaaHo. CTpalllHble KOTTH C PEBOM MPUOIN3UIHUCE.

— He vaxooumn? Torga He Hago!

['maza Cusio MMPOKO PACKPHIIKNCh. MedoM OHa ITapupoBajla ygap KOrTel, BCe MBI MTHOBEHHO



HAIIPATJIUCE.

— JI3BIHB!

Paspgancsa 3BoH MeTania. Kortu gemosa CKOJIB3HYJIM II0 JIE3BHUIO, BEICEKAs MCKPHI.

Cusio, UCIIONB3Ys CUIY yaapa, ObICTPO OTIPHITHYJIA B CTOPOHY, CkuMasi Med OguHOKOH JIyHEL 1
HalleJIUBasiCh HA JeMOHa.

Be3 numHux OBUKEHNUN €€ TeI0 UHCTUHKTUBHO Havyaslo BHIIOIHATE IPUEMH TexHUKY Meua Tuxoi
JIyHEL

— Iepserit mpuem: Hosonyxue...

OHa nofHSIa PyKy U HaHec/la He pyOsIIuil yoap, a MpoCToil IPsIMOM BHITIaf.

Hu 3ByKa BeTpa, HU 3BOHA Meya — JIe3BHe PacCeKJI0 BO3Ayx OeCIIyMHO.

Ha KoHIle Meya oCTaJjCs JIUIIb €[IBa 3aMeTHHIN CJIef] TYHHOT'O CBETa.

Kortu nemoHa, mpoieTeB MUMO [€BYILIKH, BOH3UIUCE B 3eMJTi0. OH OBICTPO PA3BEPHYIICS, PA3UHYI
JKYTKYIO ITAaCTh ¥ CHOBa OPOCHUJICS HA CTPOMHYI0 PUTYPY HEBYIIKH.

3eMIIsl COOPOTHYJach, Yepemnulia Imockhnanack. [leMOH B3BUJICS B BO3OyX, HAMepeBasiCh MPOTIOTUTh
Cuso!

Ho G6necHyn cepeOpsiHBIN CBET — IEMOH IPOMaxHYyJICS.

[Tpu3eMNuBIINCH, 3BePbh HACTOPOKUIICS, ¥ BAPYT Pa3fasicsi B3PHIB.

On OCMOTpPeEJICA: HU4Y€ero HeO6bI‘-IH01"O, KpOMe TOro, 4TO OT PE3KOI0 IBUXKEHHUA IIJIAIla X Byallb
OEBYIIIKU CJIETEIIN.

OH XKagHO YCTaBHIICA Ha ee HEe3eMHYIO KpaCOTy, U3 ITaCTH KallaJla 3JIOBOHHaA CJIIOHA:

— K10 6B MOT IIoAyMaTh, YTO THI TaKad alllIETUTHAI...

IleMOH He IOTOBOPUII: II0 BCEMY TeJIy pa3finiiach 0CTpas 00Jib.

— I'pp!

OH 00epHYJICS U YBU[IEII, UTO €T0 TeJI0 MOKPHITO CePe0PUCTHIM JTYHHEIM CBETOM, KOTOPHIM MTOKKUPAET
U XXKET MJIOTh.

Ha moppe, moxoxel Ha MECHIO, OTPA3UIICS yKacC:

— Hacnepgnuunia OpuHOKOM JIyHEI?!



He 06pa1_uaﬂ BHHUMaHMS Ha 00JIb, OJEMOH B ITaHNWKE BCKOYMHIJI, IIBITAACH cOexaTh, CJIOBHO CTOJIKHYJICA C
9eM-TO HeBOO6p63PIMO CTPAIIHBIM.

Bcé manbInie ynmeTas OT CTOsAIIEH Ha 3eMJle IEeBYLIKY, OH IPOpPHIYall CKBO3b 3yOHI:

— OtBpatuTtenbHo! Kakoro 4épra s HaTKHYyJICS Ha Bac, 6e3yMiies!

OH IpUTOTOBUJICA OTTOJIKHYTHCA OT KapHU3a U YMYaThCS IIPOYb, HO BOPYT CTYKHYJICS [OJIOBOY O
KapHU3 U IPOOUII B HEM JEIPY.

[Ipuns B cebd, OH C HeJOBEPUEM YCTaBUIICS Ha 00e3riaBlIeHHOe TeJI0 Pa3MepoM C ropy neper co0oi.
— Jr10... 9?

— Korma?!

Oxka3bIBaeTCs, ero roiosa YZ&Ke OTOEeIUIIaChk OT TeJla U BaJIsdIaChk PAOOM C TYH_IefI.

Paspmanucek nérkue maru. [JeMoH C TPYAOM IIOHSII TOJIOBY ¥ YBUOEI 6€J10BOIOCYIO IEeBYIIKY,
npubOIUXKaIyiocs MefjieHHO. E€ arnble r1a3a CMOTpeNX Ha HETO C COXKaJIeHUEM.

— IIpocTuTe, mepBHIl pa3 yOuBaio IeMOHA, PyKa ellé He HaOuTa.

C sTMM CJIOBaMHU OHA IIOJHSIA MeY.

— Tl He MoxKemb MeHs yOuTh! Kak T cMeels?!

Cuso He 06paTHna BHMMaHHUA ¥ BOH3MUJIAa M€Y B IIEPEHOCHUITY 3TOT'O HEO-BOJIKOOaBa.

— Hert! He Hapgo!

IIeMOH B yKace cMoTpesi, Kak Meu OnuHoKOM JIyHEL BXOOUT B IIEPEHOCHUILY; TYHHBINM CBET KXKET
KPOBb, MO3T 3aKHIIAeT, OH 3aXpHIe].

— Trl He MOXKeIllb... yOUTh... MEH4...
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