TeMa.

I'ycrag, ynylratmas TeMa.

BYI[TO 3aBs3 B IesSHOM 00JI0Te U3 BI3KOTO 61/ITYMa.

Puyappn oTyassHHO 60POJICS, HO KaXIoe OBUXKEHNEe CTOUIIO HeUel0BeUeCKUX yCunui. MHCTUHKT
caMoCoXpaHeHus THaJl ero BBEPX, OMHAKO B I'IyOUHE AYIIM 3pesl UCKYIIAIOIINii TOI0C: CaaBaucs,
TIOTPYy2KaMcs, KakK kKe 3TO JIETKO... Teo pa3prBajio Ha YacTH, 0T — WK 3TO Obyla 600THAS KUKa?
— IPOIMUTAJ OJeXK MY, KOTOPOH 3[eCh Haxke He JOJIXKHO OBIJI0 OBITH, TUIIKO 0OJIEIISST KOXKY.

OH omyCTHII B3TJISIM U C Y2KaCOM 0CO3HAJI, YTO BCE elllé OapaxTaeTcs Ha TOM JKe CaMOM MecCTe.

— 410 3a YEepPTOBIIXHA... HEYXKEJIN 4 HaKOHEI] YMI/IpaIO?

OH TSXKeJ0 [BIIal, TOTOBBIN IIPOCTO HEIPHYTH B 3Ty BEUYHYIO TbMY B IIOKOHYHUTH CO BCEM.

W B 3TOT Mur, Ha T'PaHU IIOJIHOT'O KpaXa —

Xotro11.

CTpys mpoxJiafiHOM, HAallOEHHOM CTPaHHOU XXU3HEHHOU CUJION BOJHI BHE3AITHO 00PYIIMIIACh CBEPXY.
CTouso BI3KOM ThMe COIPUKOCHYTHCS C HEYM, KaK OHa, TOO00HO YepHuiIaM B YUCTOU BOJE,
MT'HOBEHHO PaCTBOPHUJIACh, PacCIlenyiach U OYUCTUIACk. Tsxkenoe 60I0TO B ONHOYAChe ITPEBPATUIIOCH
B JIaCKOBBIY XOJIONHBIYM UCTOYHUK, IPUHOCAIINAY Takoe o0yieryeHue, 4To Puyaps HeBOIbHO 3aCTOHAT.

Yrto mpoucxogut?

He yC1ieJl OH OCMEBICJIATE 3TO, KaK CIIYYHUJIOCh HEYTO eIle Oomee XKYTKOE€: B IEHTPE ero rpyou
BHE3aIIHO Pa3BEP3JIaCh 1"J'Iy'60Ka${ YepHasd ObIpa, ¥ Td CaMas X KUBOTBOPHASA BOO4d, YTO CTPYUJIACH
BOKDPYT, Ha4alla 6eCKOHTpOJ'IBHO BCACBIBATBCA B ITY 6e311Hy.

— YepT BO3bMU! — B IPUCTYyIIe HEMCTOBOT'O yKaca Puuyapy pe3ko cell Ha KpoBaTH, CepALe B IPyau
KOJIOTHJIIOCH, CJIOBHO OapabaH.

3penue chOKyCHPOBAIOCh Ha MTape YEPHHIX IJ1a3, MOJTHEIX TPEBOTH.

A-Xaii.

B PYyKaX OH nmepzKajl CTaKaH, BOAAd B KOTOPOM CJIETKa IToaparuBajia — 04Y€BUOHO, OH TOJIBKO 4TO
IIBITAJICA HAIIOUTh Panpna.



— ...ITopaBuncsa? — ronoc A-Xasl 3By4as pacTepPsIHHO.

— Her, Bcé B mopsinke, — Pudapy 4acTo OBl IOAABIILs OCTAaTKU CTPaxa, ¥ MOCTAPAJICS BHIOABUTH
u3 cebs obogpsoiyio ynbeoKy. — [IpoCcTo MPUCHUIICS KaKOR-TO KYTKHU COH.

OH IOCTIeIIHO TepeBes TeMy, 3abpa CTakaH U BRIIUI BCE 10 AHa. 2KaX/a B TOpJie MTHOBEHHO
yTHUXJIa, a OllylleHnue KOM(OopTa, CIIOBHO €ro TeJI0 TOJIBKO YTO OMBIIM TOU CaMOM KUBUTEIbHOU
BOIOM, CTAJIO ellle OTUeT/INBee.

— Cnacub6o, A-Xait. OTKyga ThI y3Hal, 4TO 5 Xo4uy nuTh? Hanei eme.

Ero cocTosiHre OBINIO MyTaolle XOPOLINM.

[TpocHYBIIKCH, OH 0OHAPYKUII, YTO BYEPAIIHIS U3MATHIBAIOLIAS TUX0PaaKa uc4yesia 6e3 ciema. OH
YYBCTBOBAJ TaKOM IIPUJIUB CHUJI, OYATO MOT [IecsaTh pa3 00exKaTh BOKPYT BUJUIEL. A eciu o0aBUTh K
3TOMY KpacaBIla, JeKyPHUBIIEro y MOCTENH U 3a00TIMBO IEPEOIEeBIIEr0 eT0 B MXKaMy... Takoe
oOpallleHre 3aCTaBIsAJI0 eT0 YYBCTBOBATh ce0s1 Ha cegbMoM He0e 0T CYacCThs.

W3 KyxXHU MTOTSHYIIO... 3-9, TPYOHOOIIMCYEMbIM 3amaxoM efbl. Bckope A-Xait mpuHec G0IbIIO0N TOTHOC,
Ha KOTOPOM CTOsJIa IbIMSIIAsCS MUCKa C JIAIIION U CTaKaH BOMHL.

OH XKecToM Been anapny CeCThb, BEITAHYTH HOTH, 4 3daTE€M OCTOPOZKHO IMOCTAaBUJI ITIOOJHOC €My Ha
KOJIEHH, TakK 66pe}KHO, CJIOBHO 0O0SIJICST ClIOMAaTh XPYIIKO€ I1€ePO0.

— IIpoctu, — A-Xaii OTBes B3TJIAA, ¥ KOHUUKY €r0 ylled I0J03PUTEIbHO IIOKPaCHe . — f He 04eHb
XOPOIIO pa30rparocCh B... MECTHBIX IIPUIIPABaX, BKYC MOXKET OBITh... — Ha 9TOM Julle, CTONb U3SIIHOM,
YTO OHO Ka3aJIoCh HepealbHEIM, IPOMETILKHYJIO CMYIIeHKEe, KOTOPOEe CMITYUIIO eT0 OOBIYHYI0
OTYYKAEHHOCTb U CHEAJI0 €Tr0 M0-CBOEeMYy HEeYKITIOKUM U MUJIBIM.

Huuero, ¢ TakuM JUIOM, KaK y Te0s1, g ObI 1 HOXKKY CTOJIa C aIlllIeTUTOM CTPhI3, — IIOAYMaJl 1po cebs
Puyapgm.

OpHako, Korga TepBasd IMopuud JIaIllIX OKa3aJlaCh BO PTy —

HeomnucyeMslii KOKTeIb U3 HEBEIHOCUMOM COJIY, CTPAaHHOU CJIafi0CTH, €KOU OCTPOTHL U I'yCTOTO
IIPUBKYyCa Macjia MTHOBEHHO B30PBaJiCs Ha S3LIKE.

BripaxeHnue nuiia Pudapaa 3acteiio. OH Opocunt Ha A-Xasi CBUPEIbIit BT, OyaTO coOupancs
IIPOKEBATh €0 CAMOT'0 B KAUeCTBe TapHHUPa.

B cnepyrolmnyio ceKyHAy, TIy60KO BIOXHYB, OH C BUIOM YeJIOBeKa, UAYIIEro Ha 3madoT, mouTu
ITPOTJIOTHMJI BCIO IIOPIIMIO IIEJIMKOM, IaKe He XKy,



— ...KxM, kxMm! — oTCTaBuB IMyCTYIO MHUCKY, OH CXBATHUJI CTAKaH W 3aJIIIOM BEITIMUJI BOOY, 9YBCTBYS, KaK
€ro BKYCOBLEIE PELEIITOPEI KOPYATCsA B aTOHHUH.

[Tpuns B cebs, OH TYT XKe HallelWJI Ha JIUI0 MaKCUMaJIbHO BOCTOPKEHHYIO (U CllerKa ITepeKoIIeHHYIO)
YIIBIOKY:

— A-Xa#, TBI TPOCTO MO¥ criacuTenb! [Tociie 3Toi JTamIu s YyBCTBYIO, UTO BCe 00yie3HU cOexau, 5
KCIIeNInsICcsa Ha MecTe!

A-Xal 3aCThIN, Ha ero nule O0TPA3UJIOCh HEOOBEPHE, OH Ha4YadJl OTHEKHNBATHCA:

— Her, HeT, 3TO MPOCTO TBOM OPraHU3M KPEINKui, OhICTPO BOCCTAHOBUIICS. ..

OHu 0OMEHSINCH Tapoy M00e3H0CTel, 1 aTMochepa CTala YyTh MeHee HalpsixKeHHOM. Puyapn,
yJIy4uB MOMEHT, Ha4ajl MATKO pacClpalinBaTh, ¥, B KOHIIE KOHI[0B, pa3roBopui A-Xas. Tor,
110K0J1e0aBIINCh, fajl JOBOJILHO PaCIIbIBYaThie 00bSICHEHNUS.

Ou npuexan u3 crpadsl C. Y Hero 310ech OBIIM POACTBEHHUKY, HO B3POCbe TOTU0IK B pe3yjIbTaTe
HeCc4yaCTHOTO CJly4asi, 0CTaBUB pebeHKa B II0JTHOM OIMHOYECTBE.

A-Xatt mipofienian MONTHM IMyTh Yepe3 oKeaH, Hafesich 3abpaTh pebeHKa U BOCIIUTATh €ro, HO
0Ka3aJIoCh, UTO TOTO YK€ YCHIHOBUIM. JIMYHOCTh YCHIHOBUTENA Obl/la OKyTaHa TalHOM, CIedbl
3aTepSIuCh, HUKAKUX BeCTel He OBIIO.

Cepane A-Xas cropajio oT TpeBoTrHd, HO oH Obin 6eccuneH. OTpOMHOE YyBCTBO BUHEI ¥ TOPEUb
IIOpaXkKeHus CJIOMUJIU €T0, U OH, IOTePSHHBIN, CUAET Ha TOM CKaMeWKe, IIOTPY3UBILKCH B IyYUHY
OTYasIHUS.

— ...BoT Tak Bcé u 6b110. A MOTOM 5 BCTpeTun Tebs, Puuapm, — 3akoH4uUA A-Xaii, omryckas T'yCThIe
PECHHUIIBI, CKphIBaolue Oypio 4yBCTB B I1yOuHe ria3. Ho rimy6okoe packasiHue U 6eCIIOMOIIHOCTS,
Ka3aJioCh, BOT-BOT BHITIJIECHYTCS HapyXy.

OH CJI0BHO CHOBA ITPOBAJIMJICS B BOPOHKY caMoOuueBaHus U Hayasl 6ecco3HaTenbHO O0pMOTaTh cebe
TIOJT HOC:

— 4 He MOTy OTIIyCTUTE... HUKaK He MOTy... YTo ceidac ¢ 3TuM pedeHKoM? XopoIo iu eMy? Unu...
ecyu Obl 51 MOT TIPHEXaTh MOPaHbIIIE... XOTh HEMHOTO TIOPAHBIIIE. ..

Bot oHO uTO, — Pryapy mornamui mogoopoIoK, BCE MoOHMMast. ICTOYHMK MMOOaBIEHHOTO COCTOSTHUS
A-Xast OBLJI UMEHHO B 3TOM.

HudopManroHHas CETh CIIENCTyXO...



B ronose npomenbKHyna MeICIb. Kak 4lieH CEKPETHOTO MoAapa3aeeHus, OH OeUCTBUTEIBHO UMeIT
IOCTYT K JAHHBIM, HEJOCTYITHEIM OOBIYHBIM JTIIOASIM. MOXKeT, IOTy4YUTCS TOMOYb A-Xaro HauTH
pebeHka?

Ho cnyx06a 6bl1a mof rpudoM CEKPETHOCTH, U ecnu A-Xaill HauyHeT pacClpalirBaTh, 00BSICHUTE BCE
OymeT HenpocTo. [la u gaBaTh obellaHus], B BRITIOJTHEHUM KOTOPHIX OH He ObLT yBepeH, Pudapy He
perarncs.

OH 3aIIOMHUIT KJTIOYEBEIE [eTalu, COXPAHsIs HEBO3MYTUMBIN BHUI, B OCTOPOKHO ITPOMOIIKUIT
PaCCIIPOCH:

— A-Xa#, T TOMHHUIIb, KaK BHTISOEN pe0eHoK? Kak ero 30ByT, Kakue-To 0CoOble IPUMETH? f1 3Hat0
3eCh HEKOTOPHIX JII0fel, MOXKET, CMOTY pa3y3HaTh YTO-HUOYMIb s Te6si, — Pudapn roBopun
VCKpEHHe, C uieaJbHO BEIBEPEHHON HOTKOU y4aCTHUS.

OrnHako, KaK TOJIbKO IIPO3By4Yasiy 3T CJI0Ba, A-Xal CJIOBHO 3aMep.

Bcs ero ysi3BUMOCTD U JKeJlaHNe BHITOBOPUTHCS MTHOBEHHO Hcue3nu. OH MOOHSJI I'OJIOBY, B I/la3ax
CHOBa IIOSIBUJIACH Ta XKe IYCTOTa, YTO U IIpu epBoi BcTpeue. OH CMOTPEN IPSMO Iepen co0oH,
MOTPY3UBIIUCH B MEPTBYIO TUIIUHY.

XoropHas peanbHOCTh OKaTula Pryapaa lefsHbIM [yIIeM.

YepT, OH YyTh He 3a0bII: CKOJIBKO OHU 3HAKOMBI? BCTpeTUuCh BUepa Be4epoM Ha yIIUlle, CeTrOIHS
yTpoM 0OMEeHSIIUCh UMeHaMu (OMHO M3 KOTOPHIX, CKOpee Bcero, GablIuBOe), MATh MUHYT Ha3al
HavyaJld OTKPOBEHHUYATE... ITO 3HAKOMCTBO B JIy4IIIeM CITy4ae TSHYJIO0 Ha YPOBEHb IIPOCTO
CIy4aWHHIX MPOX0XKHKX. PaccmpamuBaTth 0 Belllax, 3aTParuBaloIIuX TUYHYIO KU3Hb U UCTOYHUK
ry0oKow 60mu, OBIIO OeCTBUTENTBHO OECTAKTHO.

— 4 ckazan 4To-TO He T0? — Puyapy cpa3y CMSITr4ui TOH, oOABUB HOTKY U3BUHEHUS. — [IpocTH, A-
Xai, g He XOTel...

— Her, 370 M0s1 BuHa, — A-Xaii, OyATO OYHYBLIUCE, TIepebun ero. — MHe He clie[oBajo
pacckasbiBaTh Tebe 06 aToM. — OH BCTaJl, €T0 JBUXKEHUS CHOBA CTaJIU KECTKUMHU U MEXaHUYECKUMH,
a royioc — OTYYXKJAeHHBIM. — Tebe HYKHO OTIOXHYTb mocje 0oy1e3Hu. ... 3-3... oUWy TOMOIO TIOCY.Y,
a motoM He 6yny Te0s OECIIOKOUTb.

Xouemrs yitu? Kak 05l He Tak.

— A-Xali. — Pryapy cHOBa IPOTSHYJ PYKY U TOYHO yXBaTui Kpal nnaina A-Xas. Cuna Oviia
He0ObIION, HO B KeCTe YyBCTBOBAJIaCh HEIIPEKJIOHHOCTE.

OH NOOHAN B3TJI4[, IIOJIHBY UCKPEHHOCTH, IIOYTU YMOJISIOLLINN:



— Tsl mpopenan Takou JOJITUY MyTh U3 CTpaHsl C, THI MOM I'OCTh. A 51, KAK MECTHBIN KUTEIb, YKe
IIPOSIBUJI HeyBaXKeHNe, He OKa3aB [OJIXKHOro IpreMa. K ToMy XKe, THL CllaCc MEHS U yXaxKUBaJjl BCIO
Houb. Ecnu g otnymry Te6s BOT Tak, s caM ce0si Oymy KOpUTh 0 KOHIla fHel. — OH moMosyan u
3aman 0ojiee oCTphIH Bompoc: — Tebe Bedb... Ha caMOM fiejie HeKyna UATH, BepHOo? TBou
POLCTBEHHUKU B cTpaHe b... ux Begs Oosibllle HET?

Teno A-Xasd Hapsriioce.

— A-Xaii, — romoc Puuyappa cran Tuille, C OTTEHKOM IIOYTH KECTOKOU MPAMOTH. — B cTpane b ouenb
CTPOTHI KOHTPOJIb 3a CyAb0aMu CUPOT. YCHIHOBJIEHWE — 3TO He fAeTcKas urpa. 2KUBBIX HOJIKHBI
IPEeIbsBUTD, @ €CJIM MEPTBEL... MOJIKHEI OLITH TeJIa.

A-Xaii COIpOrHyJICS, CIIOBHO 9TH CJI0OBa HAHECTIX eMy yHap B camoe ceppaue. OH pe3Ko BEIOEPHYI Kpai
IJIallla u3 pyK Puyappa ¢ Takou CUIOH, YTO Y TOTO OHeMela ThlJIbHAs CTOPOHA JIafjOHHU.

3HAYUT, TaK.

Puyapq Bc€ nousm: A-Xall faBHO 3HaJI OTBET, IIPOCTO, TOAOOHO CTpaycCy, He XOTeJl CMOTPETh IIpaBfe B
rna3a. OH 6ombile He Kojiebaics ¥ BRICKA3aJl BCE caMoe XKeCTOKOe U pealuCTUYHOe:

— To, 4TO yXKe CIIy4YUIJIOCh, He U3MEHUIIb HU IIePeXKUBaHUSIMY, HU COXaJIeHUsAMU. A-Xaii, BaXKHO TO,
4yTOo ceryac. Yero xouelsb Tel caM? Ecnu TH Bce paBHO X0Yelllb Y3HATh CyAb0y 3TOT0 pedeHKa, g
noMmory. {1 Oynoy uckath BMecTe C TOOOH.

Tummnna.

Yayiatoirasi TUIIMHA 3a0THIIa KOMHATY.

A-Xa¥ 3aCThlJI, CJIOBHO OKaMeHeBIas CTaTys, CTOA CIMHOM K Puuyapny. JIumne mogparuBarllye miedu
BbIgaBanu Oypio, OyIIyiolyio BHyTPHU. Ka3anock, OH MPUBHIK MCIOJIb30BATh 3TY MOJIHYIO TUIIMHY,
YTOOBI OTTOPOAUTHCS OT 6OJIM, KOTOPYIO HE MOT BHIHECTH.

Puyapn OTKUHYJICS Ha MOAYIIKHY, Cepille ero 6eIeHo KOIOTHUIIOCh, HO OH 3aCTaBIIsAI ce6si COXPaHSITh
CIIOKOMCTBHE, HEe CBOMOS IIPOH3UTEILHOTO B3TJISANa C HANPSIXKEHHON CIIMHE A-Xad.

BpeMsi TSHYIOCh CEKYH/a 3@ CEeKYH/IOM.

Hakoner —

— ...0yx.



Honrui, TSXKeNbIH B30X, OyATO BEITIHYBIIUNA BCe CHJIBI, COpBajics ¢ Ty0 A-Xas. Ero BricOKast ¢purypa
TIOIITATHYJIACh, CJIOBHO U3 HEe BHIHYJIU CTEPKEHb, U OH OeCCUIbHO, 6e33BYYHO OCEJT Ha XOJOOHBIN 1107,
TIPUCIOHUBIIKCH CIIMHOM K KpPalo KPOBaTH.

On 3alIPOKHUHYII I'OJIOBY, HEBUAAIIUM B3TTTAOOM YCTABUBIIUCE B IIOTOJIOK. ryﬁbl €ro Jpo2KaJlu,
IIPOU3HOCA pa36HTbeI, TIOJIHBIM OTYASHUS ITEIIOT:

— Tu IIpaB... B 3TOM HET CMEICJIA...

— 4 mpuIen CIUIIKOM MO3[HO...

— B KOHIIe KOHIIOB...

Ero rosoc ctasn no 6011 CyxuM, IPOMUTAaHHBIM YCTAIOCThIO CKBO3b [OJITHE TOABl ¥ Pa3befaionuM
PaCKasTHHEM:

— 4... omo3gan Ha YEeTEIPpHaAllaTh JIET.

YeTrIpHAOIATD JIET?

9ta nudpa, CI0BHO yAap MOJHUHU, II0Opa3uila CO3HaHue Puyappa.

Bce HUTH MTHOBEHHO CILJIEJIMCh BOEAUHO: CMyTHEIE NETCKUE BOCIOMUHAHNS, HaBA34YMBasd TAra K
TEeMHBIM BOJIOCaM, 3aCThHIBIIEE BO BpeMeHU U0 A-Xasi, TO pa3prlBarollee cepilie BOJHEHNE [IpU
IIePBOU BCTpeYe...

YepT BO3BMH.

3pauku Puyappa cy3unuch, KpoBb, Ka3aioCh, yaapuiia B TOJIOBY, a IOTOM MITHOBEHHO 3aCThIja.
AGcypaHasi, HO IyTalolle SCHast MBIC/Th C HEITPEOMOIUMOM CUJION MyCTUIIa KOPHU B €ro Cepple:

B aTom ropope, pebeHoK, MoMaBIIdi B IPUIOT YETHIPHAALATE €T Ha3al, YCHHOBIEHHBIM U CTEPTHIN
U3 BCEX 3allUCeH...

Heyxemnu...

9TO0 g?
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