910 OBLI B3I XUIITHUKA, OLIEHUBAIOIIETO HOORIYY.

Bena. Ero manenbkuit cykky0 psimom ¢ FOansb L[3s509HEM — 3TO Ke BCE paBHO YTO KPOJIKK Iepe[
BOJIKOM.

OnacHOCTD, CIJIOIIHAS OMaCHOCTb.

B ronose Mo HMHa mynbCUpoOBaio OGHO CJIOBO: OmacHOCTh. CoOpaBIINCh C CUIaMU, OH PE3KO
ortonkHyn FOaub 1[3505H:, 6pIcTpO nopoInen K M LlyH4YK0y ¥ NIPUHSJICS 0TYasHHO ITOfaBaTh EMY
3HaKU I'Jla3aMu.

Yxomu ckopee, mepxKUCh Imoganbiine oT 3Toro FO0ans LI3505HS, OH Ke CaMblid HACTOSIITUN
MaHUIYJIATOP!

U LlyH4kKOy CTOsN ¢ 6€CCTPACTHBIM JIUIIOM.

Y Mo VHa yXKe OYTH CBOTUIIO BeKH, HO MaJleHbKUI CYKKy0 BCE He MOHMMas HaMeKoB. [Ipuminoch
[eiCcTBOBaTh OOXOMHBIMU My TSAMU:

— l'enepan YaHnuH, KaK IPOOBUTAETCS [IeJI0, KOTOpoe 51 Tebe mopyyuu?

U LlyH4KO0y B3rJIAHYJ HA HETO U XOJIOMHO OTBETHIL:

— Bcé ucmnomnueno.

— Bor u craBHO. THL... TH IPOMOU CO MHOM BO [IBOPELI, HOJIOXKHUIITL BO BCEX IMOAPOOHOCTSIX.

['nmaBHOM 3afauelt OBIIIO PA3/IyYUTh CEPOT0 BOJIKA ¥ 6€JI0ro KPOoJiuKa, Hellb3si OBIII0 OOMYCTUTD, YTOOH
B cepaue KOaub LI3s504Hs pa3ropencs 3TOT OMaCHbLIN OTOHb.

— Heyxenu? — U 1LlyH4uK0y He coOupascs OTCTyIaTh, TOH €r0 OCTABaJICS HEU3MEHHBIM, —
HWMnepaTop nprHALIeXUT He TOJIbKO Perexry.

W LlyHY2KO0y JIOBKO BEIXBATHUJI M€Y Y CTPAKHMKA ¥ B3MaXOM PYKH OTOUIT IETEBIIYIO CTPENY.

HOanb 11351051Hb OBIJT KECTOK U OfIePKUM COOCTBEHHUYECTBOM: KOTMIa CTy>KaHKa BCEr0 HECKOJIbKO
IHEH yxaxKuBajla 3a ero KOIIKOi, OH IIpuKa3all €€ Ka3HUTh.

Xyxke Bcero Ov110 TO, uTo K)aub 1135105H MPUXOTUIICS UMIIEPATOPY Asfel, B 3TOM [BOPIE HUKOTO
BBIIIIE €T0 T10 PaHTy He Obiyo, ¥ Mo UH maxke He MOT HAWTH TOT'0, KTO MOT OBl ero MPUCTPYHUTS.



Wy TH K 4ePTy, MeYTaTh He BPEOHO!

IIBe CuBl IOTSHYJIU B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI, Mo WH oKa3asics B JIOBYIIKe ¥ 6€CIIOMOIIHO HabJIoman, Kak
CTpesia JIETUT IPSIMO eMy B JIULO!

B ronose Mo HMHa 3aBriTa CHUDPEeHa, cepane OellleHO 3aK0JI0TUIIOCE.

OH 130 BCcex cuJI X0Ten 3amuTuTh Y LlyH4yKoy, HO OB CIMIIKOM c1ab ¥ He 3HaJl, YTO IPENIPUHSATS.
Ot 6eccunusi Mo VH Hempon3BOIbHO Buenuicsa B pyky U LlyHuxoy.

Barnsapn FOaus 1I350HS U3 CIIOKOMHOTO CTAJl TOPSIYHNM.

B ero ria3ax, CJIOBHO I'PO30BEIE Ty4YH, TaUIach yrpo3a, HO I'yOR U30THYIUCH B HACMEIIUBOY YIIbIOKE:

— C KaKux 3TO0 IIOp reHepaJl CTal BMEIIMBAThCS B MOU fiejla C MajeHbKuM baMOykom?

Mo UH: ...

HeT, Hy2KHO 3TO OCTaHOBUTH!

Ha ry6ax cHOBa IOSIBUIACh YiIbIOKA.

Mo WH, nogaBuB cTpax, OPOCUIICS BIiepe, BKIMHUBIINCH MEXIY HUMHU, ¥ B 9TOT CaMblil MUT C3adH
TIOCJIBIIIAJICSI CBUCT PacCeKaeMoro Bo3ayxa.

OH mepuyn U 1lyHuKO0y 3a pyKaB, MHITasICh 3aCTAaBUTh TOT'0 IPUTHYTHCS, HO MaJIeHbKUM CYKKY0
CJIOBHO He TIOHUMAJ ero — Kak 0sl Mo MH Hu cTapaics, Y LlyH4K0oy ocTaBaiCsl HETIOIBUXKEH.

Onu ObUIH OJHOTI'O POCTa, UX BI3TJIAOBI BCTPETUIINCH 0e3 nmomex.

HOansb LI3905Hb X0JI0QHO YCMEXHYJICS, BOPYT B3MbBIJI B BO3AYX U IPU3EMJIUIICA IIPSAMO 1epen Mo
HWHomMm:

— A ecnu s He m03BOJIO Tebe yiTH?

Y LlyH4YKO0y B3TJISHYJ Ha TOHKUE, O1efHbIe nasnbibl Mo MHa u, KOPOTKO KallJITHYB, IIarHyJI BIIEPE],
3aCJIOHUB eT0 CO00.

— Perent, — ronoc U LlyHuxkoy 3By4asn cyxo. — He cTout HapymaTs Bomto MMnepaTopa.



HOanb 11351051HB BCerma HOCHUJI MacCKy q0oOpoKeIaTeIbHOCTH, U uiib nepen M LIyHYKOy ero
BBIPAKEHUE JIUIA CTAHOBUJIOCH MTO-HACTOSIIIEMY CEPhE3HEIM.

[Toxoxe, B ero cepaue nuib Y LlyHuKk0y 3aHUMal 0co00e MEeCTO, B €ro rja3ax MOT OTpazKaThCs
TOJIBKO OH OfKH. YTO K, HEyAUBUTEJILHO, KpacoTa MaJIeHbKOT'0 CyKKy0a Obljla TIOUCTUHE
CHOTCIINOATEIbHOM.

Hacrosimuit n3BpaiieHell.

I'oBops 3T0, OH He cBoxui ria3 ¢ U LlyHuxoy.

— Yo THI fenaemib! — Mo MH He MOT ero ygepaTth ¥ Cropajl OT HETEPIIEHUS.

A 4TO, eciu OH ero 3aMeHUT? Ero 4yBCTBa K MaJIeHbKOMY CYKKYOy SIBHO He ObLTM OOBIYHBIME. BOpyr
OH 3aTOYMT €ro B TEMHHUIy ¥ HAYHET TBOPUTh BCSIKKE HemoTpeOcTBa? X0Th MaJleHbKUM CYKKY0 1
reHepajl, HO OH TaKOM Xpymnkui, 60/1e3HEeHHBIM KpacaBell, pa3Be OH BRIIEPKUT IIOgo0HO0e?

Mo WH mpouuTa COTHY TaKUX UCTOPHUIA, 3TO ObINa KJlacCu4YecKas JII000Bb-HEHABHUCTh.

Mo UH BUAET BCE 3TO U MYYHUJICS OT TPEBOTH.

On peninTeIIbHO HIarunyJI BIIepen, IIbITaidCh YBECTH nu HYH‘-I}KOY.

[Togymaemns, UmnepaTop, pa3se F0aHb 11354058 CTaBUII €ro XOTh BO UTO-TO?

— Wmnepartop. — ['0y10C KUBOTO siMa OCTAHOBUJI €TO.

Kakoii emre Manenbkuii bamM0Oyk, 3amMmomuu! Benukuii MOn0oii TOCIIONKWH CYKKY0OO0B, ¥ €T'0 Ha3bIBAIOT
KaKuM-TO 6aMOyKOM — KyZa 9TO TOOUTCS?

Mo Hu TYT XK€ BCIIBIXHYJI OT HETOOOBAHUS, €TI0 PACKPACHEBIINECA IEKN U SAPKO CUAIOIINE I''la3d
JeJlaJIi ero elle IIpeKpacHee.

Ila, "MeHHO Tak, He CMOTPH Ha MaJIeHbKOT'0 CYyKKy0a, CMOTPHY Ha MeHs, 51 pa3peraro!

Kopoue rosops, He cMel 3aputhcs Ha ero Y LlyH4Koy, a He TO — HOTHU IepeyioMaro!

HOanb 11351051HB, MOTTaKKMBasI KOIIKY, KOTOPYIO JepxKajl Ha PyKaX, HEeCIEIITHO TPOU3HEC:

— Bo BceM ecTh CBOs ouepenHoCTh. A ceituac o6cyxkpmaio fesna ¢ iMmepaTopoM, Tak 4To, TeHepan U,



1'[06y;[bTe B CTOPOHE, ITIOKa MBI HE 3aKOHYHUM. BepHo Belpb, MaJIeHbKHA} BaMGYK'?

BymeM roBopuTh IIPSIMO: OH HE TO YTOOHI He XOTeJI OTIyCKaTh MEHS, OH IIPOCTO He XOTEJI OTIYCKATh
MaJieHbKOT'0 CYKKy0a!

Mo WH X0Th ¥ He UMeJI OTkITa B JTI00BY, HO Ha caiiTe 3eyieHas Peka mepeyuTan Maccy UCTOPUH U
IpeKpacHo pa3bupasics B xkaHpax. OH 0TYETIIMBO BUEJ OTOHBKY B ria3ax Oausb 1[3s05H4, u ecnu
IIPUCMOTPETHCS, 3TOT B3TJIAL OB ITOJI0H HEKHOCTH.

ManeHbKu# CyKKY0, THI XOTh IIOHUMAEIIb, C OTHeM Urpaels? Tl He BUAMIIE, YTO OH T'OTOB Te0s
IPOTJIOTUTH? 3allUIIAaTh MOJIOAOTO TOCIIOANHA — 3TO, KOHEYHO, Xpabpo, HO HeNb3s 3Ke TaK PUCKOBATh
coboii!

FOans LI351051Hb BIIEpBhIE TIEPECTANT YIIBIOATHCS:

— HackonbKo s ToMHI0, TeHepasl YaHIIUH TOJIbKO YTO IIpourpast OuTBy. MiMmepaTop He TOIBKO He
HaKa3zaJjl ero, HO ¥ OBEePUJI OTBETCTBEHHOe 3alaHre. Kakoe 6e3rpaHUYHOE IOBEPHE.

U LUynuxoy u K0ans 1135058 ODHOBpEMEHHO cxBaTulu Mo MHa 3a pyku.

Mo U# xoten 3acmouuTs Y LlyH4uxKO0y, 4TOOH IPUHSATEL YOap Ha ce0s, Ho, HECMOTPS Ha CBOIO
6one3neHHocTs, M LlyHYK0y OBIT HAMHOTO BHIIIE, ¥ 3aKPHITh €T'0 CO00M OBITI0 HEBO3MOXKHO.

HOans 1137055H IOMaHUII €T0:

— Wnu cropga.

[Toxoxke, BpaxmeObHOCTs Mo MHa Oblsla HaCTOJIBKO SIBHOM, @ €ro BU, 3alUIIAIOIIero CBoe
COKpOBHUIIlE, HACTOIHKO 3a0aBHBIM, 4TO FOaHb LI3509HE IepeBes B3TrIsA Ha HETo.

Manenbkui CyKKy0 OB TPSIMO 3a CIIMHOM, 1 Mo MH, cCXBaTHB €ro 3a PyKY, MOTAIIUI Ipoyb. ETo
T0JI0C, BOTIpeKX OOBIKHOBEHMIO, HE OPOKaJl, a peyb YCKOpPUJIach BABOE:

— M&I TONIBKO IIPUOBIIYN B JIETHIOW PE3UAEHIINIO, A, OOJIXKHO OBITh, yCcTal. f He cMelo GoJbllle Bac
3a[epKUBATh.

Bropas cTpena, TpeTbss — OHU MOCHIIAJIUCEH OfHA 3a OPYTOu.

Ha arot pas onu netenu B FOaub LI3509H.

HOanp 11351051HI0 IPUIIIOCH OTIYCTUTL Mo MHa, 4TOOH YBEPHYTHCS, TaK KaK OH AepKas KOIIKY.



— Vowuinsl! Oxpana, 3amuTuTh UMneparopa! — CTpakHUKK HAaKOHEI] OIIOMHUJIUCE ¥ BCTYIUIHN B 60
C BHE3AITHO TOSBUBIIMMHUCS HallafaBIINMHU.

Ha xapHu3se 6eceqgku BoaneKke CTOSI 4eoBeK B Macke, u F0anb L3s04Hb, He pa3myMbIBasi, OpoCuics
B [IOTOHIO.

Breck KTMHKOB, JieTsIre OPBI3TH KPOBHU.

Mo WH HUKOTa He BUOEI HUYero IoJo0HOro, ero 3aTOLIHUIIO.

— Kxe-kxe...

Karmrens Y LIyH42K0y TTPUBEJT €T0 B YyBCTBO. [10Ka HamamaBie ObIIM 3aHSITH CTPaXKel, OH MOTSIHY
Y LlyHuKOy 3a PyKy u mobexkarl.

Korma oH mepxasl ero 3a pykas, OBIIO He TaK 3aMeTHO, HO CeHYac, CXKaB ero JIafloHb, OH
TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO Ta MyTa0Ile ropsyasi.

[Toxozxke, OH OOJIEH, IPUYEM TSIKEJIO.

BomnbHOM 4e0BeK IPUKPHIBAJI €T0 OT CTPeNl — 4YTOo ke OyeT ¢ 3TUM MaJleHbKUM CyKKyOOM, eciu C
HUM YTO-TO CIIYUYUTCH!

3BOH CKpeLMBaIIUXCSA Medel 3acTaBiisi cepaue Mo MHa cxumatecsd oT ykaca. OH notawun U
LlyHYK0y K UCKYCCTBEHHBEIM CKajlaM y 03epa:

— BEICTpee, cipsAyeMCs 3[ecCh.

Hamapagimnux 651710 SBHO 0OJIbIlE, Y€M CTPazKHUKOB, U HEM3BECTHO, IPUAET JIU IIOIMOTa, HYyKHO OBIIO
mepexmnaTh.

[TpexHWY Biafeel Tenaa MOYTH KaXK kK rof ObIBajl 30eCh U OTIMYHO 3HAJI MeCTHOCTh. Mo HH
3aTauuia U LlyH4YKO0y B y3KyIO IeNlb MeXAYy KaMHAMU U IPUKPHII BXO CBUCAIIIMMY JTHaHaAMHU.

OH TsKeJ0 OBIIIall ¥ TOJIBKO XOTEJI YTO-TO CKa3aTh, Kak YCIIBIIIAJI IIaru.

Ceppale momCKOYMIIO K TOPILY.

YBupes, uto M LlyHUYK0y MIPUOTKPELI POT, OH IIOCIIELTHO IPUKaJl TafoHb K ero ry6am:



— Tcc...

— Tel, ©OU TPOBEPH TY CTOPOHY.

T'oymoc OBLI MPUTIYIIEHHBIM, SIBHO KTO-TO U3 YOUMUII.

Mo3r Mo WHa nuxopafgo4YHO UCKaJl BRIXOM,.

Jlydiile BCcero, eciu WX He HaUOYT, HO eCcliid 00HapyKaT — MPUAETCS OIpaThCs OO KOHIA. TeXHUKa
00e3IBHUKUBAHMS ellle Morja cpaboTaTh, HO mociie Toro, Kak Kaus LI3s10sHs BcioMHUI BCé, Mo VH
He OBIJT yBepeH, Hafl0/ITo JIU ero XBaTHUT.

Ecnu moiimeT o KpaHOCTH, HYKHO pasgenuThes ¢ U Lynuxkoy. On Mnepartop, ero neHHOCThb
BBIIIIE, YeM Y TeHepasa, yOUUIIEl JOJIKHE OYYT MOUTH 3a HUM.

[ITaru npubnuxanuck. Mo HMH 6osiics u3gath XoTh 3BYK. lllens B ckaje Obljla KPOLIEYHOM, OHU
CTOSLIM BIJIOTHYIO APYT K APYTY.

He vMest mHOTO BBIXOfIa, OH C TPYIOM Hamucan Ha JamoHu U LiyHuxkoy: YOeraii mepBeIM.

Ot BonHeHUS 7100 MOKPLUICS IOTOM. HakIOHUB r'oJI0BY, OH IpuKascs nuuoM K rpynu Y Lyruxoy, u
II0T IIPOIIUATAJI €T0 OfeXKAY.

OH cierka IIOBEPHYJI I'0OJIOBY, U BHIOMBIIIASICS IIPSIb BOJIOC MIPUIIKIIIA K ero Oefiol 1eKe, Ipynob
TSIZKEJIO B3ObIMaIach.

U ILlyHY2KO0y ONYCTHUII B3TJIAN — TOHKAs, HEXKHAS 11es Oblsla COBCEM PSIIOM.

Ot Hero ucxonun HeOOBIYHEIN apoMaT, COBCeM He MOX0XKUU Ha aMOpy, CBeXKUU U MPUSTHBIM, CIIOBHO...
€ro COOCTBEHHBIN ITPUPOMHLIM 3amax.

Taxux youiin Y LlyHuk0y MOT OBl YI0KUTh IEeCATKaMU, €My BOBCe He HYKHO OBITIO IPSATAThLCS B 9TOH
TECHOU IeJU C MaJIeHbKUM UMIIePaTOPOM.

OpHaKo IpUKaBIIeecs K HeMy TeJI0 MEJIKO APO0XKaJio, ¥ CTPaX, OXBATHUBIIKH IOHOINY, IIepefaBaIcs
eMy B camoe CeppIle.

Tak cunmbHO 0051Ch, OH BCE paBHO He Opocun ero. OH mazke OCMEIUJICS BCTATh IMepe HUM, 3allulias,
IPsSIMO Ha Tia3ax y FOaus LI3sosHs.

Y LlyHuxKO0y, 00BIYHO TEPSBIIKM caMooOlaflaHKe IIPU BUIe KPOBHU, BOPYT YCIIOKouics. EMy crano



MHTEPECHO: 4TO cheiaeT ViMiepaTop, eciau YOUMIIE BCE Ke TMOSIBITCSA?

KpoteuHslii MypaBei, BO3OMHUBINNM ce0sT 3allIUTHUKOM MOTYYETo0 IpeBa.

[Taru 6111 coBCceM 61113K0, Mo MiH OOKOBEIM 3peHHeM YBUel HOCKH CaIlor HallalaBIIIero.

OH Hampsrcst BceM TeynoM, 6ecco3HaTeNbHO CKaB J1afoHb M LIyHYKO0Y, TOTOBHIM YOAPUTD ITEPBHIM.

— CBuct! — B KpUTHYECKUY MOMEHT BIaJieKe pa3fasics KaKoW-TO CUTHAIl.

— I'maBaps panes, yxogum!

YOHUHAITE TIOCIIeIIHO OTCTYIIU/IM, ¥ BCKOPEe 3BYKHM CTUXTH. Mo WH, [0 npeena HalpsIXKeHHBIH, HaKOHeI]
00MSIK.

— Hanyranu no cmeptu... — OH paccnabumics, ¥, I0O4yBCTBOBaB, KaK CIIMHA YIUPAETCS B XOJIOMHLIH
KaMeHb, MalllMHAIbHO IPUCIIOHUIICS K Tpyau U LlyHuXKO0y.

U LlyHuxkoy 3amep.

Mo WH TONbKO ceidac 0CO3Has, HACKOJIbKO OHM OJIM3KH, U faxKe I COTIJIEMEHHUKOB 3TO OBIIIO
HEJIOBKO.

OH nepBEIM NPOTUCHYJICA U3 wWenu, M Llyr4YxKoy 1nocienosal 3a HUM.

— Tt 6omeH, ma? [laii-Ka mocMoTpio. — OH MPOTSHYT PYKY, HO Y LIyHYK0y CHOBA YKJIOHUJIICS.

Kakasa cunbpHas IMOJO3PHUTEIIBHOCTE.

C mpyro¥ CTOPOHHI, CTOJIKHYBUIUCH C TAKUM MaHUIMYIATOPOM, Kak K0aHb L3505Hb, 0CTOPOKHOCTh —
3T0 X0po1o. CTapeUInHbl TOBOPUIIH, YTO MHOTHE CYKKYOBI, CTOUT UM BIIOOUTHCS, TEPSIIOT TOJIOBY U
IIpeBpaIaTCcs B paboB T00BHU.

— MarneHbKUY CyK... TO eCTh, Y LlyHuXKO0y, nocnymau MeHs: He je3b K F0aHb 1135094110, noHan? OH
HeXOPOIIUY YeJI0BeK, U METOME! Y HEer0 U3BpallleHHbIe, ePKUCh OT HEro IoJasIbllle.

Bups, gyto M LlyHYK0y He pearupyert, oH f00aBuI C HaCTaBJIEHUEM:

— MarnbpumKaM, KOTa OHM OOHU, HYKHO Oepeds ceOsl.



ATocC TpeMd TaKUMHU MAHUIIYJIATOPAMU PAOOM KTO-HI/IGYJIL 13 HUX TeOsI TOUHO CXBATHT.

U 1lyH42K0y CHOBa 3aKalUIsICs.

Mo WH 3a6ecrnoKounncs:

— 3[ech CUJIbHBIY BETED, AU CKOpEe NOMOM, JIeYuCh KakK Clenyer.

Y LlyHYKO0Y TIOKJIOHUJICS U COOPAJICS YXOOUTh, HO Y BRIXOHA M3 CKaJl eT0 OKIUKHYIIH.

— Kcraty, LiyHuxoy, — Mo WH uckpeHHe ynbOHYICS eMy, — Cllacu00, YTO BEIPYUUIT MEHS.

Hepen CKaJlaMU IBEJIX OTPOMHEBIE KYCTEI KpaCHO-ﬁeHBIX MMMOHOB. Bugumo, u3-3a TOro, 4TO
pe3upgeHnnda HaX0auilaCh B ropax, TeMIIEpaTypa Onblna HHUXKe, U IIepruod UBETEHUA OJINIICA OOJIbIIe.

YeloBeK Ccpefiu LIBETOB, C HEKHOM yIIBIOKOM Ha r'y0ax.

[TouctuHe: B rma3ax — BOIHEHHE, KaK B 3aBOMSX PEedYHEBIX, CpeOb MBEINTHOTO IBETEHbSA — HEXKHOCTEH B
HHUX.

Jlagous YU LlyH4KO0y BOpYyT 3a4yecanacs.

WUmenHo TaM, roe Mo UH TOJIBKO 4TO IKCAJI IIOC/IaHHUe.
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