Bepnysmuch u3 nomectbs llanmy, Xya Hio BCE BpeMs IIPOBOAWII B ITOCTENH, 3aieunBast paHbl. C Tex
TI0p KaK OH IMEePEeCTYNUJI OPOT KHSXKECKOU PEe3UAEHINY, HUKAKUX CEPbE3HbIX MOTPSICEHUI He
CJIy4aJioch, ¥ OH MOT OBITh CIIOKOEH — B JOMe LIapHJIo II0JIHOE CIIOKOMCTBUE.

A BOT B UMIIEPATOPCKOM [BOPILIe KUTIEU HEITyTOYHbIe CTPAacTH. biaropogHas cympyra Cs,
pacTpenaHHas ¥ 3a7MBalOLUIasCs Cjle3aMU, CTOsIa Ha KOJIEHIX Iepe] uMIepaTopoM. ToT Ol B
spoctu. Ecru 661 He He0OXOOUMOCTb CYUTATLCS C TeHepanoM Csi, OH OBl JaBHO MTPUKa3ajl BEITALIUTH
3Ty PaCIyTHYIO XKEeHIIUHY U 3a0UTh €€ MajkaMu 00 CMEpTH.

— Baime BenuyecTBo, yMoJisgio, T0OBephTe MHe! — mpuuuTasna cynpyra Cs, HeIpepslBHO yOapssach
160M 0 1moj1. — ¢ He 3HAIO 3TOTO yUYeHuKa U3 MMIepaTopCcKoi akajieMuu MeIUIIMHEI, TIOHSITHS He
KMelo, KaK OH TaM oKa3aJics!

—4d IIPOCHYIIACh U YBUEJIA, YTO OH JIEKUT PAOOM, a TYT BOIIIA BHI... A IIpaBoa HUYETO He 3Haw! —
IIpoaoJIzZKaljla OHa, 3ax71e0bIBasICh CIe3aMH.

— Xoyelrb CKa3aTh, YTO 3TOT MajIbUMIIKa caM 3abpascs K Tebe B IOCTEIh? — OTPe3a UMIepaTop. —
Y Te6s1 B IOKOSX ITOJIHO CIIy2KaHOK ¥ YIpaBnsiommx. Heyxkenu HUKTO He 3aMeTHJI, KaK OH BOIIETT?

— T'ocymaps! — Cynpyra Cs nomnon3ia K HeMy, BLEIUBIINCH B IIOA0JT €ro XajgaTa. — f He 3Haw! A
IIOYYBCTBOBaJIa CUJIbHYI0 COHJIMBOCTH, KOTa Oblyla y UMIIepaTPUIIL], BEPHYIAch K cebe, a 0YHyIach
y&Ke PSAIOM C STUM...

WmnepaTop, Ybe JUI0 UCKA3UIOCh OT OTBPAILEHUS K €€ UCTEPUKE, C CUJION OTTOJIKHYII XKEHIIUHY
Horoit. Bopyr cynpyra Cs, CIOBHO JTHIIUBIINCH PACCyNKa, pa3pa3unach 6€3yMHEIM XOXOTOM.

— Xa-xa-xa! Hamo X&e, ¢ Tex Iop Kak s BOIIZIa BO IBOPEL, BCE IIIJI0 Kak 110 Maciy, HO 3[eCh g
ocTymnuiack. KTo 6 HU OACTPOMII 3TY JIOBYIIKY, S He IIPOIIY ero, fJaxe ¢ Toro ceera!

Ona nmpekpacHO ITIOHUMasa: faxe eCcIy OHa HaleT BUHOBHUKA, MMIIEPATOP €€ He MOoIaguT. Takou
rpaHOUO3HBIN CKaHfan! A ocTanach OHa KUBa [0 CUX IIOP JIKIIb IIOTOMY, YTO €€ OTell BCE elre ObII
HyK€eH rocyaapio.

— OOBABUTL MO0 BOJIIO: ¥ OaropomHoy cynpyru Cst CIy4uaoCh TOMYTHEHHEe pacCyaKa. 3aTOYUTh €€
B XOJIOOHBIN ABOpPeEL. be3 Moero mprukasa OHa He BHIUIET OTTYyAa [0 KOHIIa CBOUX OHEU.

YcnbinaB Ipurosop, cynpyra Cs o0OMsiKIa, TI03BOJIMB €BHYXaM BHIBOJIOYL Ce0s mpoyb. OKa3aBIIKCH B
CBIPBIX CTE@HaX XOJIOMHOTO JBOPIIA, OHA IMXOPaNoYHO Imepebupaja B yMe BCeX, KTO MOT ell HaBPeOHUTh.
9TO He MOTJIH OBITH €€ CIIyTH, U YK TOYHO He UMIIepaTpulla — OHM BCerja CoOIomany HeHTpaIuTeT.

— Kro xe Torma? — 6opmorana oHa. Y TyT e€ ocenuno: KHA3b E, JIon L3ununus! He cnumkom v Bce
coBmagaet? Ctouso et 06ugeTh cynpyra KHs3s E, Kak OHa TyT Xke 0Ka3aJlach B JIOBYIIKE.



Ho goka3aTthb CBOIO HOTAAKy OHA yKe He Morja. 2Ku3Hb B 9TOM 3a6EITOM 60roM MecTe GBUIa XyxKe
CMepTH.

Ha cnenytoiiee yTpo, ellle [0 paccBeTa, reHepasna Csi BrI3BaiX BO fABopel. [IpuOBIB Tyaa, OH 3aCTHL,
yBUmeB Oe3IbIXaHHOE TEJI0 CBOeH mouepu. Horu reHepasa MogKOCHUIIMCh, OH PYXHYIT Ha KOJTEHHU:

— l'ocymaps, 3T0... 9T0... — OH He MOT BHIMOJIBUTH HHU CJIOBa. Ero moub, BCerma IoJib30BaBIIAsICS
6e3rpaHUYHOM MHJIOCTHIO UMIIEPATOPa, BOPYT... Kak OH MOT IEePEXUTh CMEPTh COGCTBEHHOTO
pebenka?

— Ona BCTynuJIa B IOCTHIIHYIO CBSI3b C YUEHUKOM U3 MEOULIMHCKOM aKafleMUU, — IIPOU3HEC
UMIIePaTOop, MPUKPEIB JIUILIO PYKOU. — ¢ XOTeJI JIUIIL 3aTOYUTE €€ B XOIOOHBIN OBOPeI], YTOOH I103XKe
BOCCTAHOBHUTH €€ NoOpoe UM, HO KTO Ke 3HaJl, YTO Y He€ TaKO¥ ropabiii HpaB? YTPOM eBHYXU
IIPUHECTH efy U 00HapyKuIK, 4TO OHA ITIOKOHYMIIA C COOO0H.

VimnepaTop BOBCe He XeJall el CMePTH, Belb reHepart OblI ellle moyie3eH. Teneps OH omacajcs, Kak
OBl TOT He 3aTaui o0umy.

T'enepan Cs, o6HUMas TEIO0 JOYEPH, 3apBIA:

— I'mynas T8I, raynas! Jaxe ecau Obl rocymaphb 3a0bT O BAIUX YyBCTBAX, OH OBl BCIOMHHUII O
3aciyrax Halux npenkoB! 3aueM ke TH Tak...

— I'eneparn, — 0TO3BaJICs UMIIEPATOP, — CMePTh cynpyru Cs pa3buaa MHE cepille. YBepsio Bac, 5
MOKOIACh 10 UCTUHEI ¥ He TI03BOJII0 €l yMepeTh HalpacCHO.

FeHepan, 00/IMBasICh CJIe3aMM, He MOT' BHIMOJIBUTH HU CJIOBA.

— OObsaBUTL BCceM: GmaropogHas cynpyra Cs cKoH4Yanach oT 60e3Hu. [I0XOPOHUTE €€ CO BCeMu
TIOYECTSIMHU, TOJ00aI0IIUMHU CYIIPyTe, — PACIOPSIOUIICS UMIIEPATOP U TOMOT TeHepasy MOTHIThCSI. —
leHepar, Ha OnuKaiiiire THU BBl CBOOOIHBI OT CITyKOBHI.

— Brnaropapio 3a MUJIOCTB, TOCYyIaph, — IeHEepas OMYCTHUIICS B TIIyOOKOM IIOKJIOHE.

BepHyBIMMCH TOMOM, OH COOOIINII KE€HEe CTPAIIHYI0 BeCTh. Ta Ounach B UCTeprKe, HECKOJIBKO pas3
TEPSST CO3HAHUE OT Tops.

B KHsXKeCKOU pe3ufeHlnHy, II0JIyYuB TaHoe foHeceHue, JIsH L3unuae Haxmypuicd. OH He oxXupgarl,
yTo cympyra Csi 0KaXKeTcs TaKoil Kpenkol opemikoM. OH He MJIaHUPOBan e€ youBaTh, Ha4Ye BMECTO
yueHHUKa K Hell B IIOCTeJIb OTIIpaBuI Obl ITajava.

— fup HuH, BO ABOPIIE €CTh HOBOCTU?



— Hukakux 0co6bIX, Tocymapb. OmHAKO mepen cMepThio cynpyra Cst ocTaBuila MUChMO, KOTOPOE 51
TIePEeXBaTHUIIL.

ToBopuBIINY OB CIIyTOM, HO Ha caMoM felie — Csio Tao, cnyzkaHKoii, KOTopyio JIsH L[3uTMHb JaBHO
BHEJIpUJI B ToKou cynpyru Cs. IMeHHO OHa ycTpousia BCE C ydeHUKoM. fAHb HuH mepeman nucbkMo u
OTCTYTIUJ B TEHB.

— XM, 51 X0oTes, YTOOBI OHA 3Hasa, KTO UMEHHO e€ Haka3asl. [lyMasa, o0ueB MOero yeoBeKa, BHIUOET
cyxoi u3 Boabl? CIULIKOM CaMOHa[EesHHO.

— Cnymarocr:... — fAHp HuH 3HaJ, 4TO ero roCIoauH, XOTh U KaXXeTCs X0JIOOHEIM, He mpomaeT O6I/IJI.

— Crymnati. Y Haiigu criocob BHIOpAThCS U3 ABOPIIA.

— EcTb. — HL HUH 4eTKO OTBETHUII ¥ UCYe3 U3 KaOuHeTa.

JIsn LI3unHb MeJIeHHO IONHSAJICS U HallpaBUJICA B ITaBUJILOH BaHcu. EMy BOpyr 3aX0Tenoch yBULETh
CBOET0 MajJeHbKOro cynpyra. EqBa OTKPHIB OBEPH, OH 3aMep: Xya Mo TOIbKO 4YTO MPUHSI BaHHY U
BEITHPAJI BOLY C TeJa.

Xya Mo obepHycs:

— Moxer, 3aKpOoeIlb JIBepB? He Bupuiiis, s BeCh MOKprfI, XOJIOOHO XKe!

JIsH 1I3unuHb 3aKPHIT IBEPD:

— [Touemy He 3anepcs?

— He Ob1710 HyKABI. MBI 002 My>KUYUHBI, Y€T0 CTECHATHCA? — XOTS OH 3TO CKa3aJl, KOHYUKHU ero yiien
IIpefaTesIbCKY OKPaCHEeIH.

— Panwl 3axunu? — JIsH L3unuHe B3rnaHy Ha aroguusl Xya Ui, roe Bce ellle BUTHENUCh
IyTalolye KpacHbIE CIIeMdH.

— 910 IIPOCTO Cyiednl, Ha BU[ CTPAIIHO, HO IIOYTH BCE IIpomiJIo.

— Xoporro. OpeBaiicst, mpocTyauinbes. — OH OPOCUT eMy OfeXay.

Xya M1 He cnema opesnca:



— C ueMm nmoxanoBanu, Bauoe?

— Cynpyra Csa ymepia.

— Yrto? — Xya Uio B3gporayn. — Kak tak? Eile HegaBHO, KOria OHa MeHs u30uBasa, Obljia II0JTHa
CHUIL

— HoBocTu u3 gBopiia.

— Hy, 4To0 cka3arte... bor mensmy Metut, — Xya Uio He 3a0bU1, Kak ero u30uiu HU 3a 4To.

— O, Bante... — Xya U1 nogoriesn K HeMy. — OTO Be[b He THI cHean?

— ThI He Tak TJIyII, KaK KaXXelIbC.

Xya Uio octonbenen. OH HUKaK He oxupas, 4To JIsH 1[3unuHbL NIpu3HaeTcs Tak MpoCTo.

— 3J7T0... ¥3-3a MeHs1? — HEYBEPEHHO CIIPOCHUJI OH.

— Ia, — orBeTun JIan 1I3unINHE.

Xya U1 nepexsaTuio gbixanue. CIUIIKOM yXK MPSIMOJIMHENHO. YBUOEB Peakluio Cynpyra, JIsH
3unuab moOaBuI:

— Otpgbixai. — Y BHIINIETI.

OcrTagBimmick oguH, Xya HMio npebriBai B IOTHOM HefoyMeHuu. Cyns no cimoBaM JIsH LI3unuHs B
IIPOIIBINA pa3, OH ero He moOuT. Torga 3auem yousaTh cynpyry Cs? Vi3 uyBcTBa BUHHI? JTO He
MMeJIo CMBICTTa. Xya M10 MaxHy/I pyKOU: JafgHo, ITopa ClaTh, BCE PaBHO HUYET0 He IMOHSTHO.
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