VBupes, uto Uy KOHb KMBHYJ, MyK4YKHa IIOXJIONAJ ce0s 0 MUIXKAKY, KOTOPBIHA COBEPIIEHHO He
BIIMCHIBAJICS B OKPY2KaIOLIyI0 00CTaHOBKY, U ITPOU3HEC:

— 4 npuHecy BaM HECKOJIBKO PHIOOTIOBHBIX CETEM.
He moxupnasich 0TBeTa, OH Pa3BEPHYJICS U yuIel. Bckope MyX4iHa BEpHYJICS, BOJOYa 110 3eMJIe [IBe

Oonpire ceT, ¥ GPOCUIT UX K HOTaM MOJIOIBIX Tiofei. OKUHYB UX CBOMM KPACUBHIM MUH/ATEBUIHEIM
B3TJIAIOM, OH THXO IOOaBHUII:

— WHCTpPYMEHTH y Bac eCThb. ByabTe 0CTOPOXKHeEE... HE yIaguTe Tyaa.

Cka3aHo 3T0 ObIJIO OYeHb TUXO0, HO B 3[EITHEN TUIINHE IIPO3BYYaso OTYETIIMBO. XOTS CJI0OBA 3BYYallH
Kak mo0poe mpenynpexaeHne, B 3TOM 00CTaHOBKEe OHU, ITOI0OHO MYTHOM 3€JIeHOM Bofe, ObLIH
IPONUTAHbl 0ECKOHEYHOM 3710001,

Yy FOHBb KMBHY, HUYETO HE OTBETHUB.

— Hy, s noinmy. 2Kenaio BaMm xopoIrero yinoBa! — HameBas cebe IIO[ HOC, MyKYUHA YOaIuiICs.

Korpa on ckprincs u3s Bupy, Uy FOHb Ts2Ke0 B3OOXHYI, IOTHSJ ONHY U3 CETEN U B3BECHUII €€ B PYKE.
ITompmer.

— CKOJIbKO pBIOBI HaM HYKHO IoMMaTh? — XyaH Xao B3sIJT BTOPYIO CeTh U mocMoTpen Ha Yy FOHs.

— He 31a10. Hapeoch, He BEITOBUM HAYETO OMEP3UTEILHOTO.

Onu 3abpocumny ceTH B IPYA U IPUHSINCE KOaTh. B Bo3HuKIIeH nmay3e Uy KOHb mocTan Konony KapT

— OH XOTeJI MOHSATh, YTO MIPOUCXOAUT C ITUM YEJIOBEKOM, Ha3kriBawoumM cebst Ctapoctoit. OH BEITSHY
OOHY KapTy ¥, B3[JITHYB Ha HE€, 0CTONIOeHe]I.

3ametus, uTo Yy FOHb 3aMep ¢ KapTol B pykax, XyaH Xao C JII000MBITCTBOM 3aTJISTHYJI eMy Yepes
nyedo. fApKue, CoOYHbIe IBETa 3aIMBaJId BCIO IOBEPXHOCTh KapTHl: BBEPXY PACIPOCTED CBOU KPHIIbS
aHreJl, a BHU3Y [IBOe 0OHAXKEeHHBIX JIIofel ¢ 1I000BbI0 CMOTPENX APYT Ha Apyra.

KapTta BmoOGnénHee.

— Yto 370 3a KapTa? [loueMy OHa BHITTIIOUT TaK... — XyaH Xao 3alHyJICs, T4 Ha Harux
IIePCOHaXKeN.

Yy IOHb u cam Obin1 B HegoyMeHuu. Bmtobnernusie? C NPC?

Bups, uto Uy FOub MonmuuT, XyaH Xao He BEIAEpXKa:

— O 4eM THI CIIpaIIuBal IpyU ragaHum?



qy HOns, He CBOIs I'JIa3 C KaPThI, OTBETUII IIPUTTYIIIEHHBIM I'OJIOCOM:

— O TBOUX OTHOIIEHUSX C YKoy JITHBIOHEM.

YcpimaB 3TO ¥ TISAs Ha ABYX 00HAXKEHHBIX JIIOEeN Ha KapTHHKe, XyaH Xao T'yCTO MOKpPaCHe:
— Tt 4TO, CIIIETHUYATD B3OyMan?
Yy IOHb mepHYyN YyroJIKOM pTa, IIOgyMaB IIpo ce6si, YTO KapTa Bhillajia COBEPIIEHHO HeJlemnas.

Ceropgusamuui CTapocTa SBHO OT/IMYAJICA OT BUuepallHero. Kakym pojib 5TOT caMO3BaHel] UrpaeT B
clieHapuu?

Konebsce, OH BHITSHYI ellle OfHY KapTy. ITo 6biy1 UMIiepaTop, BoCCemaloluii Ha TPOHE C
BhIpaXkeHneM abCOMIOTHOY YBEPEHHOCTH Ha JIHIIE.

B ToT cameiii MoMeHT, Korga Yy FOHb BriasgabiBajicsl B KapTy, CETH B IIPYAY BHE3AMHO 3aX0AUIIH
xomyHoM. Uy FOHB mocmenHo yopas Kooy ¥ IIOCMOTpPeN Ha Boxy. [lepernsHyBimuch ¢ XyaH Xao, OHU
IIOMOIUIN K KPalo U C TPYOOM IIPUHSJIUCH TIHYTh CETH.

TeMHO-3emeHbIe sTyen ObUIM 0OJIETITIEHH UJIOM, U B MOMEHT, KOTla UX BHITALIMIN Ha Oeper, B BO3AyXe
pas3iuics TOLIHOTBOPHEIY 3anax rauiu. Korga cetu okasanuch Ha 3emiie, Uy OHb u Xyas Xao
yBUIEJH, 9YTO OHU OUTKOM HaOWUTH HOBOPOXKAEHHBIMU MJIafleHIIlaMHU.

MarneHbKHE, pa3noyTei€ OT BOOBI GHGJIHBIG PYYKH TOpYAIHU U3 sA49EEK. JIulla MilageHIleB OBILIIH
He(l)OpMI/IpOBaHBI, Y HEKOTOPLBIX TaXKe He Oblna Inepepe3aHa IIyIIOBHHA. BHe3amnHo oHU OTKDPHBIJIX PTH 1
3alllJINCh B IIPOH3UTEJIbHOM IIJIa4e. JleC HAIIOJTHUIICS 9TUM YZKacCallIiyuM 3BYKOM.

— 9TO 4TO emie... — XyaH Xao OTIIATHYJICS, BOJIOCEL Y HET'O Ha 3AdThIJIKE BCTAJIA OBIOOM.

Yy IOub nopotesn 651uxe ¥ MPHUCes, OCMaTPUBas COIePKUMOe CeTel.

— Bce meBouku.

— B ropHbIX IepeBHSIX NEUCTBUTEIBHO CUJIbHEI IPEAPACCYIKH, HO 9TO XKe (PopMeHHOe 3BEPCTBO, —
npobopmoTan XyaH Xao, I'/Isias Ha IeBeIsSIIyocs Kydy Tell.

LIy 10):12) OOCTAJI IB€ KapPTHEI, B3TJIAHYII Ha HUX U TUXO CIIPOCHIT:

— Ecth OeH3UH U 3aKurasnka?

XyaH Xa0o KUBHYJI, TIOPBIJICS B CUCTEMHOM PIOK3aKe ¥ JOCTAJl KAHUCTPY ¢ O€H3UHOM U HEeOOJIbIIYI0
3axuranky. Yopas KapTel, Uy KOHb IPUHS UX ¥ CHOBA MMOCMOTPEJT HA CIIYTHUKA:

— Opyxue ecTp?



— THI TONTBKO TTOTIPOCHII, ¥ Cpa3y MomaBaii? — MpoBopYas XyaH Xao, HO BCe XKe BRIYIUI U3 PIOK3aKa
IJUHHOE TOHKOE OPY2KHe OKOJI0 COPOKA CAHTUMETPOB B IJIUHY.

Yy IOHb ocTaBUI KaHUCTPY Ha 3€MJII0, B3SIJT OpyKHe U IIPOBeJI pyKo# 1o rpy06oii pykostu. OH
M3BJIEK KJIMHOK — TOHKUY, T0X0XKuM Ha musio. Yy FOHE ¢ yIoBIeTBOPEHUEM B3MaxHYJI UM, 3aTEM
yOpars B HOXKHHI ¥ 3aTKHYJI 3a MOsC.

Bups takyio 6eciiepeMOHHOCTh, XyaH Xa0o CKPUBHIICS:

— Ecnu npoiiieM UHCTaHC, BEPHELIb MHE OpYXKUe.

— Tet uTO, HAacToMbKO Oemen? — Yy FOHB CKOCHUT Ha HEro B3TJIS.

XyaH Xao IIMPOKO OTKPHUI I'Jla3a. BrepBhie OH BUfel, 4YTOOH KTO-TO, BEIITPAIINBAs Belllb, ellle U

HacMexaJicst — Hy 4 Harjeln! 3amMetus ero HegoyMenue, Uy FOHb yCMeXHYIICS:

— JlapgHO, BepHYy, KOrfa IpUaeT BpeMs, KaAuHa.

XyaH Xao OTBEPHYJICS U CEPAUTO OYPKHYII:

— OcTaBb cebe, y MEHS UX ITOJTHO.

Yy IOHb ynbeIOHYICS, OTKYIIOPHI KaHUCTPY U MOIUI 6eH3MHOM U3BUBAIOUIMXCS MyafeHIeB. [lenkHyn
3aXUTaIKOW — ¥ B OTHO MTHOBEHUE BCE 0XBATUJIO IIaMs. [IeTCK1ue KPUKKU B OTHE OBICTPO CTUXIIH,
CMEHHUBIINCH TUIIMHON. XyaH Xao IPUKPBLI HOC ¥ POT PYKOM, BObIXas 3amax rapu. 4y FOHb Tsaxkeso
B3IOXHYJI, TTIAAS Ha 00yTrIeHHbIE OCTAaHKH.

— CerH cropenu, KaK Mbl Tellepb BEPHEMCS C YJI0BOM? — CIIPOCui XyaH Xao, TN Ha Ieneuile.
— B 3T0i1 Bofie BCE paBHO HET PBIOL], TAK YTO TOJIKY OT ceTel? JIydille ObIJIO fTapoBaTh 3TUM

MJIaJeHIIaM IIOKOH.

BcnomuuB BeITTaBIIyio paHee [1aTepky 2Ke3/10B, mpeiBelaBIyio xaoc 1 60psdy, Uy KOHb ycMexHyICs.
K Tomy Xe, Blepequ MpefCcTosiIa TSKelas CXBaTKa, He IO PLIOLI ceidac.

TOIBKO OH XOTEI YTO-TO JZ[OG&BI/ITB, KaK yCJIbIIIIAJI JIETKHE IIaru 3a cnuHou. Hauamocs.

Xyan Xao Toxe yJIOBUJI UIyM U 006epHyJIcs. M3 TEeMHOTH BHIIUTa GUTypa: CUHSS pyOallKka B KJIETKY,
KOJXKaHBIM peMeHb, 04KM Ha Hocy. Ha ero xoneHoM Julle 3aCThUI THEB. ITO OBUT BUepallHUN
Crapocra.

— KT0 mo3B0onuI BaM MPUXOOUTh Cloma?!

Xyan Xao, KOTOPHIH BUepa IPSITaJiCSd 3a CTEHOM U He BU[EJ 3TOTO YeJI0BEKa, OTBETHII:



— CrapocTa pa3pelni HaM JIOBUTh 3[IeCh PHIOY.

— Crapocra? 4 u ects Crapocta! KTo pa3pewmun BaM TporaTs To, 4TO B Bofe?!

['maza CTapoCThl, yCTaBUBIIETOCS Ha 00TOPeBIIKe OCTAHKY, HaJIMJIUCh KPOBBIO, TEJIO 3aTPSICIIOCH.
Bpopyr Ha ero nuile NpocTynuiia KOpu4dHeBas MIePCThb, @ HOTTA Hadallu YAJIUHATLCS, IpeBpallasch B
3BepuHble Kortu. OH ¢ IUKUM peBoM Opocuiics Ha XyaH Xao!

ToT, yBUIEB 9TO YyIOBUIIHOE IIpPeBpallleHne, I00IeqHesN, OTCKOYUII Ha3ad U MOMLITAJCS YOAaPUTh
CTapoCTy HOr'OM B IMLO. YKIOHUBIINCH, CTapoCTa C phl4aHMEeM CHOBa IIPHITHYJI. XyaH Xao OTCTYIIHUII
ellle Ha IMapy IIaroB ¥ CHOBa HaHEC yfaap, pacceKkas BO3AYX IIPSIMO y yXa MOHCTpa.

[MTpuzemMnuBuIKCch, CTApoCTa BCTAI Ha BCE YETHIPE KOHEYHOCTH, BIIMBASICh KOTTSIMU B 3eMJTI0, ¥ U3M1all
yTpoOHOe phiyaHue. XyaH Xao He CBOJUII C HETO I'7la3, HO TBaph, MOOOOHO BHIMYLIIEHHON U3 JIyKa
CTpeJie, PBaHyJIach BIIepe], LeJICh KOI'TSIMHU IIPSIMO B CEPALIe.

— Yept! — XyaHn Xao0 pe3Ko OTKUHYJICA Ha3af, KOT'TY IPOHEC/IUCh B MUJUIUMETPE OT ero Hoca.

OH oTCTynu, B3MaxHyJI PyKOU, ¥ B €r0 JIafOHU 0Ka3aJICA OJIMHHBEIY KHYT C IIullaMu. XyaH Xao C
cumnou xnectHyn uM no Crapocte. M B TOT MOMEHT, KOrja MOHCTD YKJIOHUIJICS OT yAapa, TOHKOe
OCTpOE ILIUJI0 BOH3UJIOCh EMY B 3aTHIJIOK.
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