— [TamuenT, cepOeyHbI PUTM Tafaer...

— Pa3zpsp!

— Irixanue ocnabeBaer!

— BricTpee!

My LisiHbra crnabo OTKpHIIA I1a3a, iexka Ha 00JbHUYHOM KoviKe. OHa B IOCTIeOHUY pa3 B3TJISHYJa Ha
OCJIETIUTEJIBHEIY CBET OIlePAllMOHHEIX JIaMII ¥ BCTPEeBOXKEHHBIE Iulla Bpauel. [I0HOCUBIINECS [0
CJIyXa BCKPUKU CTaHOBUJIACH BCe TUIlle U TUIIE, II0KA HE CTUXJIU COBCEM.

CunysThl epeq ria3amMu MeOjIeHHO pPacIibiBanuchk, 1 My LISHBrS ynbIOHYIaCh.

[TpormaiiTe...

Kak xapko... Heyxenu s yxe B any?

4 BCIO KU3Hb IPOMYYHUJIach 0T 00Ne3HeN U faXKe He ycIesla COBEPIIUTh HUYETO MI0XO0TO...

T'yctout opiM ymapun My Ligaers B Hoc. OHa, 00Jibllle He B CUJIaX TePIeTh, pacliaxHyia Ija3a u
3allyIach B IPUCTYIIE Kalllfd.

— Oit! TyT KTO-TO eCTh!

— XBaraiiTe ee!

My LIsgHbr, 4yBCTBYS FOJIOBOKPYKEHHUeE, OTJIAfieNach 10 cTopoHaM. He ycnerna oHa npuiitu B cebs,
KaK YbU-TO rpyOBle PYKH BHITAIIUIIN €€ U3-TIOf IPYAHI TSAXKeJbIX TPYIIOB.

Xoy10gHOE NIPUKOCHOBEHNUE K 3aTHUIKY 3aCTaBUJIO €€ B3OPOTHYTh.

Yrto mpoucxogut?

Ona mombiTanachk MOOHATHCS, HO HECKOJIBKO YEJIOBEK C CUIION IIpuXKaJjikl ee K 3eMJI€E.

[Tepen rnazamu My LIsSiHBI> BO3HUKIIM CAIlOTH, a 3aTEM K ee TOPJIy IPUCTaBUIM OKPOBaBJIEHHEIE
KJINHKU.

Ilaxe ecnu O €l JaJX MecsATh XKU3Hel, OHa He ITocMesla OBl IOIIeBeIUTLCA.
Heyxenu 5T0 TOT caMbli COLMAIUCTUYECKUY IBAfALIATh II€PBLIA BEK?

My LIsHBrD MpoKKJIa ABAALATh JIET, eCITh U3 KOTOPHIX ITpojiexkasia B mocTenu. EnBa oHa
n30aBHUIach OT OKOB 00JI€3HH, KaK Cpa3y MocJie MOoMaJaHus B 3TOT MUP O0Ka3asach IOJI MPHUIIETIOM
Meueii. Pa3Be oHa He [OJKHA Obl/Ta OYHYTHCS B OOBATHSAX TPEKPACHOTO FOHOIIN?

[TomoxpuTe, monaganue”?

My LIgHbIS omemuuia.



He yCIieJia OHa TOJIKOM IIOOyMaTh, KaK Ha €€ I'OJIOBY BBIJIUJIK BE€JPO BOIHI. l"p;{3b Ha JInIe HEMHOT' O
CMEIJIaCh, OTKPEIBAA €€ HCTUHHEBIN 00OJIHK.

Oduniep mryn My LIsSiHBI3 10 TIJI€Yy ¥ CBUPEIIO TPOPBIYAT:

— 910 My Lsanbra!l

— Hamnu! EqguHcTBeHHAas o4k ceMmbu E!

— Ee mpukpeIIy CNyry, BOT OHA U BBIKUIIA.

ConpaTel Hanepebol 06cyxkaanu HaxouKy. My LISHEr3 He 3Haua, IJIaKaTh €M UK CMEeSIThCSA: HaMlo XKe
OBIIO TAK yIAYHO ITOIACTh B TEJIO YeJI0BeKa C TeM XKe uMeHeM u pamumnued. UTo 3a Be3eHHE?

— B ueM pgeno?

Pasmasicst royoc, MUIIeHHBIA COMmaTCKOM rpydocT. My LISHErS, C TUIOM, TepermavyKaHHbIM IPSI3bI0,
TIOJIHSITIA TOJIOBY.

BcagHuk Ha KOHe CMOTPEJI Ha Hee OCTPBIM, IIPOHUIEIBAIOINNUM B3TJIAOOM.
COJ'IJlaTbI IIOCIIEUIHO OITYCTUJIMCh Ha KOJIEHU:

— HMmnepartop!

WmnepaTtop? Pa3Be npu 061aBax U YHUUTOXKEHUY CEMEYN He MIPUCHIIAIOT TeHePasoB?

My LIsTHbrS BHUMATEBHO OCMOTPeEJIa Hapsad MY2KYKWHEI U JIAIIb IIPUCMOTPEBINNCE 3aMETHJIIAa Ha
YEePHLBIX JOCIIeXaX TEMHEIN Y30p OPaKOHA, U3BUBAIOIIETOCA Ha I'PYAH.

Ecnu Tak nougeT maniblle, OHA, I0X0XKe, CHOBA OTIPABUTCS B Apyron Mup. My LIsHbr),
COTIPOTUBIIASACH, BHIKPUKHYIA:

— Ko BHI Takme?! I'me s?! Al TrI KTO?!

[Tocne ee KpUKOB UMIIEPATOP, CUAEBIINM Ha KOHE, HAXMYPUJICS.

— OTO0 OgeBulla U3 ceMbu E?

— Tak Touno! Ho, moxXoxe, OT IePEeKUTOr0 CTPecca OHa JINIIUJIach pacCymKa.
— JIummnacek paccymka?

Ha nue HMIIEPAaTOpPa Ha MTHOBEHHE MEJIbKHYJIa TEHB, d B3TJIA, YCTpeMHeHHBIfI Ha My LIsubrs, cTan
TEMHBIM 1 MYTHEIM.

— Jlapgno. E Lluaxs BCe XKe CIIY2KHJI CTPaHe, a OHA — BCET0 JIMIIb cnabast KEeHIMMHa, MOXKHO "
IIOMHJIIOBATh.

ComnpaTel MMepernmanynucsh.



— B MMmnepaTopcKuii ABOPEI] ee.
BHOBB OLyTUB TAXEJBIU 3allax JIeKapCTBEHHAIX Tpas, My LIsHbI'3 IOYYyBCTBOBajla CTPAHHOE
CIIOKOMCTBUE.

Borbine mecsTka neKaped CyeTUINCh BOKPYT Hee, UCKOJIOB ee Tejlo cepeOpsIHBIMU UTTIaMHU.
[TpuBHIKIIIasg K ONEpPaloHHBIM cToNlaM, My LIsTHbra He 4yBCTBOBasia AUCKOMpopTa — jeuebHbIe
UTJIBI, TIOCTABJIEHHBIE B TOYKY, HE TPUYMHSTN OOJIH.

— Bce e1ie He 0YHynaCH?

['onoc My2K4uHBI, KOTOPOTO BUuepa Ha3bBanu MiMepaTtopoM, CHOBa AOCTHT yiiei My LISHBr3.

— T'ocioxa E...

— He npousnocu 6osbliile 3TOr0 UMEHH.

— Kxwm... Y rocnoxu HeT cepbe3HBIX paH. d 0YUCTUI ee MepUAUAaHEl, KaK TOJIBKO TeJI0 OKPeIHeT, OHa
IpUmeT B celsl.

My Llsanbrs cnywmwana ux pa3rosop. [loxoxe, MMrepaTop MogoIIesn K KpoBaT, ¥ OHA [10YyBCTBOBAJIa
TeHb, HAKPHIBIIYIO €e.

— Korpa ouHembcs1, faBall HAYHEM BCe CHaydasia, XOpPOILIo?

My LIgHbr5 omiylana AbIXaHue MyKUYWHEL, U €€ PEeCHUIIBI HEBOJIbHO APOTHYJIIU.

JleKaph IOCIIEIIHO MOAOIIe IPOBEPUTE IYJbC, @ UMmepaTop B3I ee 3a PYKY.

My LIsHBI'S OPULITIOCH OTKPHITH IN1a3a. OHa 0YeHb OTBETCTBEHHO IPOU3HECTIA:

— I'me a?..

B TeueHue crenyoImxX HECKOIbKUX MTHOBEHUY €BHYX, CTOSBIINY 3a CIIMHOU UMIIepaTopa, KpaTKo 1
SICHO U3JI0KWUJ BEITyMaHHYI0 UCTOPUIO.

— f HUYero He IOMHI...

— Huyero cTpairHoro, — MATKO yALIOHYJICS uMIepaTop. — 7 mam Tebe HoBoe uMsa — E XKy.

My LIsSTHBrD OIyCTHIIA TJIa3a, CKPEIBast 671€CK B HUX.

— E Ky...

Ha cnenytomuii qeHb, C TPyIOM 0071auUBIIKCH B CJIOKHBIE oflek b, E 2Ky BhIIIINIa U3 ITOKOEB U
HEBOJILHO 3aMepJjia OT U3YMJIEHUS IIpU BUE ABOPIIA.

Pockomib u Benuyue, KOTOpble HEBO3MOXKHO B TOYHOCTH IlepefaTh B cepuanax. [IycTs 3meck He OBIIO0
TAKOT0 M300UJIHS AparolleHHBIX KaMHel, KaK OHa ce0e IpeficTaBsiia, HO BCe BOKPYT OCJIEIISIO.



E XKy 3aropenach xkejlaHreM 0CMOTPETh BECh IBOPELL.
OHa ToJBKO cobpaach chenaTh I1ar, Kak ee OCTaHOBUJI 3BOHKUM XKEHCKUY T'0JI0C:

— Croi!

E XKy ocTaHoBuIachk 1 00epHYIIach.
— OTO THI Ta XKeHIIKXHAa, KOTOPYIO TOJIBKO YTO CIIaciu?

Ton COBEPIIEHHO HE COOTBETCTBOBAII MUJIOBUIHOM BHEITHOCTH FOBOpI/IBIHefl. Hepe;q Hell CcTosizIa
O4YapoBaTeJIbHas OeBOYKd, HO I10 CBUTE U3 CIIYI' 1 €EBHYXOB OBIJIO SICHO, YTO OHA He U3 IIPOCTERIX.

E XKy kuBHyna. CornacHo paccka3y eBHyxa, OHa Obllla HUIIIEHKOM, KOTOPYIO UMIIepaTop monobpan Ha
mopore.

Ho cyns mo Bo3pacTy, 9T0 He Ha/loXKHUIA, 3HAYUT, IIpuHIlecca?

[ToueMmy Ke TOTfa 9Ta AeBOYKa He y3HAET X035IUKY Tejla, KOTOPYIO UMIIepaTop Tak OepexeT?
E Xy c nomo3peHreM II0CMOTpesia Ha [IPYL Hellofaieky.

KT0 3TO 0Tpaxkaercs B Boge?

E XKy MrHOBEHHO IIOHSIIa IPUYUHY: UMIIEPATOP, YTOOB! CKPHITH ITPABAY, U3MEHUI e JTUIIO!

BoT moueMy Buepa 110 OBIJI0O TAKUM CKOBAHHBIM, CJIOBHO IIOCTIE OTlepaIyu!

E XKy BuHOBaTO yNbIOHYIaCh MaJleHbKOW TIPHHIIECCE:

— IIpomwy mpoienus, a BE KTO?

— Trl MeHs He 3Haelb? — MIPUHIecca SIBHO Oblja HeIOBOJIbHA.

E XKy pacTepsiHHO yIEIOHYTach.

— Bpar 1]3uHbIny elle MpOCUII MEHSI COCTaBUThL Tebe KOMITaHUIO!

— Bbpart Li3guHbiy — 3T0... KT0?

— A! TH make He 3Haelllb CBOETr'0 CIIacuTeJis!

[Toxunasa cioyxkaHka 3a ciuHou E 2Ky He BrliepzKaja U IpollenTana:

— l'ocnoxka E XKy, 6pat LI[3uHbIIIy, 0 KOTOPOM TOBOPUT IIPHUHIIECCA, — 3TO HAIl HRIHEUTHUN
uMmneparop, Jlu [[3unsy.

— Bpar LI3uHbi1y cnac Kakyo-To AYPOUYKy!

YecTHO rOBOps, BYepa OHa [eHCTBUTEIHFHO IPUTBOPUIACH OYPOYKOM, YTOOH €€ CIIaciIy.

E XKy nocnymHo yne0HyIacs.



— XwM! 4 Tak u OBITH HA30BYy cBOe uMs! JIu Aiun!

JIn duuH cKpecTuia PyKu Ha TPYAU U BHICOKO 3afipasia mof00pO/IOK.

[TporynuBaThCs 0 ABOPIY C 3TOM CBOEHPABHOM IIPUHIIECCOM 0Ka3asioch maxe 3abaBHO. E XKy
UTHOPUPOBAJia HeApyxKenoOHbIe B3TISIbl HAJOXKHUI] U ClIyIlana inebetanue JIu duuH.

E XKy ocmatpuBasach 1o CTOpOHaM, ¥ ee B3I/ BHE3amHO BCTpeTuscs ¢ JIu LI3uHbIY, KOTOPBIH
TOJIBKO YTO BEPHYJICS C ayAUEeHIINH.

— E XKy, npuBbIK/ia K XKU3HU BO gBOpLE?

CkasaTh, UYTO HEIIPUBBLIYHO, OBIIO GBI MPUTBOPCTBOM, 103TOMY E 2Ky 4ecTHO KMBHYIIA:
— Ila, 3mech 04eHb KpacCuso.

JIn Li3unbmty nogoiien Onuxe:

— 4 npuka3asn 3aMeHUTH JepeBbs B Cay Ha IEPCUKOBEIE.

E Xy nocMoTperna Ha iepeBbsi: OHHU ellle He IPUXKUIIACh, U HEKOTOPHIe JIETIECTKH YKe Hadalu
yBSOATh.

JIu I_[3I/IHBI.I_Iy BHUMATEJIBHO CJIEJUII 3a €€ BhIPpaKE€HHWEM JIMIla, HO He HallleJI HU CJIeda IIPOIIJIOTO.

B ero namsaTu Bciiblia ManeHbkas My LsgHera. Torga oHa, gepras 3a pykas MaJIEHbKOT0 JIu
LI3uHbIIy, 2KanoBaiack, YTO rapfeHNH BO JBOPIIE CIUIIKOM XOJIOfHbIE U 0e3:KU3HEHHbIE, a YIIPSIMbBIN
JIu LI3uHBIIYy TBEPAU, YTO OHU €My HpaBATCs, U 3acafiujl UMY BECh JBOpELI.

Temnephb OH BEPHYII ee NI00KMMbIE IEPCUKOBLIE IePEBbS, HO BCE yXKe OBIII0 HHaYe.

— Panbire 3meck 6b1710 MHOTO Tapaenuit! Kak xkanb, 6par L3unbiy Bcerma ux mobun! — Jlu Aius ¢
coxasneHueM ornsgena cap. E XKy ynusieHHo nocmoTpena Ha JIu L[3unbny.

ToT He cTan IpoAoIKaTh TEMY.

JIu LI3uHbIIy, CJIOBHO HUYETO U He ObII0, HecmemHo mporynuBaics ¢ E 2Ky u JIu Ay mo gopiy.

— YT0?!
Yamka pa3bunacs o 101, OPBI3TH Yas ¥ OCKOJIKY pa3/IeTeNIuCh Ha CTOSABIINX Ha KOJIEHSX CITy2KaHOK.

Korpga JIu LI3unbIny mpuOs1 Bo gBopel] [IlaHHNH, Ha MOy yXKe CTOSJIO0 HECKOIbKO PadoB, yOHUparomux
Mycop, a BooBcTByIas nMnepaTpulia Cufesia Ha KyIeTke, MeTas TPOMBI XU MOJIHUH.

— Bame BenuuecTtBo, MMnepaTop mpuimies.
BooBcTByOIIasg uMIepaTpulia NPUIYPUIacs.
— Maryika.

— T®I HAKOHEI] BCIIOMHUJI 000 MHe?



— Kak s mor 3a0rITh? Martyika 3a60TUTCS 000 MHE ¥ 0 TOCYyIapCTBEHHEIX [ellaX, I03TOMY Bhl BCETHA
[J1 MEeHS Ha IEPBOM MECTe.

BpoBscTByOImasa nMepaTpuiia nogHsaaachk ¢ Kpecna:

— 3aBTpalllHUii NP — He X04y TPATUTh Ha Tebs CjoBa.

— K535 E coBepmmn MHOTO 3aciyr. [Jaxe eciu OH OmIu6Cs, BYepa ero yke Hakas3asu. 51 cuuTaio,
YTO He CTOUT K3-3a 3TOTO...

— Mou croBa yxXe HU4Yero He 3Hayar?
BposcTByoias umnepaTtpulia KCKoca ocMortpera Ha JIu [3unby.

— Kus3p E BcTynun B croBop ¢ XKynau u HanbMaHeM, TeTasich youts MoHapxa! THI ellle MOJIOA, eciu
Obl He MOsI IPOHUIIATELHOCTD, BYepa He Thl OBl pa3rpomust cembio E, a E Llunxa nputesn 65 B TBOH
oBoper!

['pO3HEBIN BEITOBOP 9XOM pa3Heccs 1o 3aimy aBopia [lanuuH. JIu LI3uHbBITY CMOTpEN Ha JTUII0
BrooBCTBYyIOILIEH UMITEpPATPULILL X B UTOTE TPOMOJTHAI.

— Korpga a yYMOJIdJIa IIOKOMHOTO HMIIEpAaTOpa COeJlaTh Tebs HaCJIEOHUKOM, S IIPUJIOZKHNIIA BCE YCUIINI,
yTOORI BO3BECTH TeOs Ha TPOH, a HE OJId TOTO, YTOORI ThI YUTAJI MHE HOTaLuu!

— U Ta HUILIeHKa, KOTOPYIO TH nofobpasn! [Tpukaxu HeMedJIeHHO BHIUBHPHYTE ee! C KaKux 1op
BCSKMM KOIITKaM 1 cobakaM I03BOJIEHO XKUTh BO ABOPIE?

JIu 113uHbIIy CXKaJjl KyJlaKu.

— Buepa Bo BpeMs 00671aBH Ha IOMeCThe KHA35 E, B pafinyce Tpex /iU ellle He YTUX OT'OHb, JTII0OU ObIIN
B ykace. E 2Ky npukpriza MeHs OT nlafaolieii 6anku, 3To BUAeIH Bce!

BrooBcTBylomas umnepartpulia o6epHynack. OHa B THeBe IOOHSIACh C KPecria, IbIXaHue ee
y4aCTHUIIOCh, CIIyT'H BOKPYT APOXKAaIu OT CTpaxa.

— Ilomo6pan HumeHKy 3a BopotamMu? YTo 3a HemoTpeOCTBO! — OHa SIPOCTHO B3MaXHYJjla PyKaBOM.

— FOBOpHT... rOBOPsT, OHa CJ'IY‘-I&fIHO IMOCTPadalia OT PYK COJIOAT... I/IMHepaTop CHHUTAET... YTO BHHA
JIEZKUT Ha IIPaBUTEJIBCTBE...

— ITpocTast TPOCTOMIOAWHKA, OTKYHA YV Hee Takas 4ecThb! Eciu BecTh 00 9TOM pa3fIeTUTCS, U TIOIU
HaYHYT OJApaxaTh, OCTAHETCS JIX BO JBOPLIE MECTO [AJIS MeHA?!

BroBcTByIomas uMIepaTpulia CHOBa Cejla, a ClIy>KaHKa IOCIIeIIHO Havyana 00MaxXuBaTh €€ BEepOM.
— ITo3oBute K0 MHe MMnepaTopa! 3aBTpa nup, €Cinu Apyrue YBUOAT 9TO, pa3Be He 10o30p?!

— Bame Benuuectso... UMnepaTop ceitdac ¢ TpeTrei mpuHIleccou u... rocnoxkou E XKy rynset B
capy... IprKa3aHo He 6ECIIOKOUTE...



— bax!

E Xy B3pporaysna u mocMOTpesia B CTOPOHY, OTKYZa JOHECCS 3BYK.

— Kaxercsi, TaM OblJT KAKOHR-TO LIYM...

JIn LI3uHbIIy OOIIeN K Hel, 3aKphiBas co60l Bu Ha gBopel] [llaHHUH:

— Yxe no3gHo, E XKy, TH BCe elle He300p0Ba, UAU OTOOXHU.

E XKy Oplna 03agayeHa, HO CIOPUTh He CTasla.

Tonweko nposoaus E XKy mo ee 1mokoes, JIu LI3uHblIy HECIIEIIHO HAIpaBuscsa Bo aApopel LHlanHuH.
— l'ocnoxka E XKy crnacia MeHs, ¥ eCJH IO YBUOAT, YTO KMIIEPaTOPCKU IBOp IpeHebperaet

OrmaromeTesnieM, KaK ke MBI CMOXKeM IIPOCUTh Hapoy o moxagepxkke! — JIu [[3WHBIITY MPSIMO IIOCMOTpPE
Ha BIOBCTBYyIOIIyI0 UMITEPATPHULLY.

— JIu U3unsmy! Te cMeelns MHe Iep3UTh?!

E Xy B cBOell KOMHATe YUXHYJIa.

Hoquy MHeE KaXeTCs, YTO KTO-TO MEHSI BCIIOMHHAET?

— [ToueMy y Tebs BCS CIMHA B CUHSKAX?

JIn duun crosna 3a cnuHou E XKy, pasrnsapneiBas NATHUCTYI0 OT CUHIKOB KOXY, U He MOTJla CoepXkaTh
rpuMacy.

E XKy norepra 1mieto, IIoKa ciayxKaHKa Ma3ajla ee Ma3bio.
— Kak cka3san TBOM uUMIIEpaTop, A nocTpafaa, cracas ero... a I0TOM OH CIlaCc MeHd...
Ha camoMm [fiene ee npupaaBuio TpynaMu. ..

— CrpasnHo, moueMy 6pat 1I3unbiny Boobire Tebs momobpar.

E XKy ropsko ycMexHyJach.

— 3aTo TH 04eHb mobOpasi.

— M?

— OOBIYHO CO MHOM HUKTO He pa3roBapuBaeT.

E }Ky’ MIOJHSJIa Ha Hee Trna3a. JIu duuH, 601Tas HoraMu, CUaesla Ha Kpalo KPOBATH, €€ I'lla3a ObLIN
YHUCTBEIMU U SICHBIMH.

— To mMecTo, OTKyHa CeromgHs JOHOCHIICS LTyM, — 9T0 aBoper [llaHHuH BooBcTByOLIEH
UMIIePATPHUIIHL.



— Bpar lI3uHbIy HaBepHAKA CHOBA IIOLIENI 101 pa3fayvy.
BoT 0HO 4TO, HEyXKeNu Takue fefla, KakK pa3rpoM CeMbH, UMIIepaTop [OJIXKeH OblJT COBepIIaTh
JIUYHO...

E XKy 3agymanace, 4yBCTBYSI HEBOJIbHYIO XKaJl0CTh K JIu LI3uHbIy.

Hactynun eiile onuH geHb OeClieIbHBIX MIPOTYIoK ¢ JIu AIuH 1Mo ABOpIY.
I'nasza E XKy 3abnecrenu:

— BriOpaThcs U3 gBopIia... TH Bedb NPUHIlECCa, HaBEPHOE, 9TO HECTIOXKHO?
Ha nutie JIu d1uH 0Tpa3uaock Ipe3peHue:

— MMeHHO ITOTOMY, YTO 5 IIPUHIIECCa, BEIOPAThCS 0TCIOAA ellle TPYOHEE. ..
Ha manenbkom nuuuke JIu AuuH npomenbKHyIa IpyCTh.

E }Ky IIOHAIa, 9YTO HEBOJIBHO 3aejla €€ 3d KHUBO€, XU ITOYYBCTBOBaAJIa YKOJI COBECTH.
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