fH Bait momMan ronoBy Haj TEM, KaK YKPOTUTh braropomnyio cynpyry Csio, KOTa BHE3AITHO CHAPYXKU
pa3pgancst kpuk: Umnepartop npubsin!

— Baime BenuuecTBo, rocynaps npuitien! Ecnu oH y3HaeT, 4To 5, (pabIIUBEY €BHYX, TaK JOJIT0 OBLI C
BaMM, 4TO CO MHOM OymeT? — fAH B3l pa3xkan pyKu.

— Ax TH1, pab! Cropee npsiubcsi! — BraropopgHas cympyra Csio mpeKpacHO ITOHUMaJa, 4To
MMIIEpaTOpP HU B KOEM Clly4ae He [OJIXKEH y3HaTh O IIPUCYTCTBUU B €€ MOKOSIX I2KeeBHyXa.

fu Boai ornsimencs. B orpOMHBIX ITOKOSIX, KPOME KPOBaTH U3 KPACHOTO AepeBa, MO4TH He OBIIT0
Me6enu, CIpSTaThCs OblI0 Herae. [lenaTh HeYero, OH IMPUIOTHSI TI0JIOT U IOPKHYJI IO KPOBaTh.

— JlrobuMas, s mpHUIes HaBeCTUTh Tebs. — He moxupmasice, oKa Cympyra npuBeneT cebs B MOPSIOK,
MMIIEPATOP BOIEJT B KOMHATY.

Heckonpko CJIy2KaHOK OITYCTHUJIKCE Ha KOJIEHHU Y II0pOra, UX JIkIia OBLIH 6nenHee II0JIOTHa — OHHU
3HaJIYd, YTO B KOMHATE BCe ellle HaXOOUTCS MaleHbKUM €BHYX.

— Ox, Tocymaphb, CKOJIBKO K€ BEl He HaBelnanu MeHs? KakuM BeTpoM Bac 3aHecs0? — BraroponHas
cynpyra Csio 3apaenach. C ©UMIIepaTOPOM OHa yMmesla 00paIiaThCs MaCTePCKH.

Wmnepartopy LIy MuHy OBITIO 3@ IATHAECAT, KOXKa ero uMesa 0071e3HeHHO-KeJITEH OTTEHOK, CJIOBHO
OH TOJIBKO YTO IlepeHec TAXKenyk 6one3Hs. Cynpyra IoMorjia eMy CHATh BEPXHIOI OfleXKAy U
ycaauia Ha Kpail KpoBaTH.

— l'ocynaps, BB IT0KaI0BaIK BO ABOpel] YsHIAHb TTTy00KOM HOUbIO, CIIyYUIIOCh YTO-TO BaxKHOE?

— Jl:o6uMast, HI4ero BaxKHOTo. [IpOCTO COCKYYHIICS.

PasroBapuBas c uMIepaTopoM, cynpyra Cso mposiBisia TaKylo HEXKHOCTh U KEHCTBEHHOCTD, YTO €€
HEBO3MOKHO OBIJIO Y3HATH IOCJIE TOT'0 XOJIOMHOTO ¥ BIIACTHOT'O TOHA, KOTOPHIM OHA MCIIOIh30Basia
MT'HOBEHHUSIMHU paHee.

fH Bali, 3aTauBUIUCH ITOJl KPOBAThIO, O0SJICS MOIIEBENUTHCS. B yllle OH MIPOKIKHAN 3TOTO
IIapIIMBOTO UMIIepaTopa: yiues Obl OH ITopaHblle, fajl ObI MHE BHIOPAThCS — a Teleph 4TO, BCI0O HOYb
JleXkKaTh 107l KPOBaThIO?

— T'ocymaps... — C HEXKHEIM YKOPOM IIpou3Hecsa cynpyra Cs0, U CBepXy BolLlapuiiach TUIIKHA.

— Ox! — MmnepaTtop Llu MuH TsKeno0 B3OOXHYI U C OCAA0X XJIOIHYII JTafOHbIO 110 KPOBATH.



fAu Baw, KOTOprfI HadesdaJICA YCIIBIIIATh YTO-TO MHTEPECHOE, OBILIT pa3049apOBaH — OOHHU JIMIIb B3OO0XHU.

— locymapsk, BaM Beb BCETO MATHAECSAT C HEOOJIBIIIMM, BBl B CAMOM pPACIIBETE CHJI, TI0YEMY K€ BEL..
Cymnpyra Csio 6vla SBHO HEOBOJIbHA, HO HE OCMEJIMBaraCh TOBOPUTE IIPSMO.

— Ox, ¢ Tex mop Kak Cy BaHbI[31011 OBIJT Ka3HEH BMECTE CO BCEM CBOMM POMIOM, Ha TPAHUIIAX CTasIo0
HeCloKoMHO. Ha 1ore — Benukas Bay, Ha ceBepe — TIOPKHU, Ha BOCTOKe — Benukas LuHb, Ha 3amaze
— Benukag Cs. Co BceX CTOPOH Yrpo3hl, 1 HOYaMU I'Jla3 COMKHYTh HE MOTY...

VimmepaTop LIy MuH mpomoiKai COKpymaThesi. OH He TOIBKO He MOT TOOUTHCS PACIIOIOKEHUS
m0O0UMOM CYIpPyry, HO ¥ YyBCTBOBAJI, KAk Haf Benmukoit Ll cryImaoTcs Ty4Yu: BHEITHHE Bparu To4aT
3yOHI, a BO MBOPIIE HET CIIOCOOHBIX CAHOBHUKOB, YTOOHI YOePKaTh CUTYaIlMI0 MO KOHTpojeM. Ero
cepptie OBIIO TOJTHO TOPEYH.

fAu Bay, nexa nopg KpoBaThbio, OTUETIIUBO BCE CIIBIIIAT, ¥ B 9TOT MOMEHT B HEM IIPOCHYJIUCH
BocrioMuHanus Csio Banizel. [leiicTBUTENbHO, TOCe ucTpebnenus poga Cy rpaHUIlbl CTalu
HeCTaOMIbHEL, U UMIIEPATOp IIOYTH ITepecTasl OoCelaTh IIOKOU CBOUX HAJIOKHUIL U CYIIPYT.

Tak Tebe u Hapmo! ITomenom! [ToBepun KneBeTe, MpuKa3ajl Ka3HUTb COTHU NTtofiel U3 ceMbu Cy
BaHbI13101, a Tenepb BOT My4YaellbCs.

— l'ocynaps, TOBOPSIT, 4TO Ka3Hb ceMbu Cy B3HBI3I0M ITPOU30IIIIA JIUIIb TIOTOMY, YTO BB
TIOCITyIIIaJTUCh MOETO OTIIA...

— 9X, He CTOUJIO MHe ciymaTh TecTs Cso. OH, KOHEYHO, XOTeJI KakK JIy4ille, HO [T03Ke S MOHSII, YTO Y
cembu Cy He OBIJIO HaMepeHUU mogHUMaTh OyHT. JlagHo, 4TO 6BIIO, TO MpOIIIO0, He 6ymeM 00 3TOM.

HWwmmnepatop Ly MuH cHOBa TSKeno B3OOXHYJ, COXKalles 0 COOesTHHOM, HO IpH cynpyre Cs0 oH He
MOT yIIpeKaTh ee OTLa.

Oro! Tak 3TO OTell 3TOM MaMOYKHU, TOT CTaphIi HETOASH, IIOJICTPeKal UMIepaTopa youts ceMbio Cy?
XO0Tst MEHST 9TO ¥ He KacaeTcCsl, HO pa3 Yk 5 Bcenucs B Teno Csio B3k, 3HAUUT, TaK TOMY U OBITh.
An Baii TOKIANCSI OTOMCTHUTE 3a ceMbio Cy.

— T'ocymaps, BEL yKe yxonoute?

— 9%, Ha #ylle TPEBOXKHO, IIOHAY I0pabdoTalo ¢ HOKIafaMu.

OKpyKeHHBI! CO BCEX CTOPOH ONACHOCTSIMU, UMIIEPATOP He MMeJl HaCTPOEHUS HeXKHUTHCS B
IIENIKOBHIX maTpax. OH yIesn 4epe3 HeCKOTbKO MUHYT, faxke OBICTPee Kyphepa.

— BOBBp&H.[aeMCH BO ;uBopeu! — IIPOH3UTEJILHO BEIKPUKHYJI €BHYX, U €TI0 TOHKHUU TOJI0C pa3HeccAd II0



BHYTPEHHHM IIOKOSM.

— XM, Gecrioie3HbIl cTapuk... — PagocTs cynpyru Csio pnunack Hegosnro. OHa Owiia riy6oKo
pa3odapoBaHa: C TOr0 CAaMOro [HS, KaK OHa BOILIA B TTyOMHEI IBOPIIA, CTAPHIM KMIIEPATOP HU Pa3y
HE CMOT €€ YIOBIETBOPHUTE.

B uTore oHa BHIIJIECHYJIA BECh CBOM THEB Ha MPUCITYTY. ByIb TO CIyKaHKU UM €BHYXU — KaXKOBIN
IeHb KTO-TO norubars. B cagy 1BeTH pociiu 0COOEHHO IHIIIHO — IIOJ KaXK/IbIM JepPeBOM JiexkKallu
TPYIbl. BuguMo, IpeBHUE 3HAIM, YTO 3TO OTIIMYHOE yIoOpeHue.

— Becnone3Hrle HIKYeMHOCTH, 0€CII0JIe3HbIE... — Cynpyra Cso0 CPEIBaJia 3JIOCTh Ha IIOCTENIbHEIX
IIPUHAOJIEXKHOCTAX, U Yepe3 MI'HOBEHHNE BCE Oedlla U IIOOYIIKN OKa3aJIuCh Ha IIOJIY. HeBeI)OFITHO,
HaACKOJIBKO 683YMHOI;I MOZKET CTaTh XKEHINWHA, YbU KEJIaHUA OCTAIOTCA HEyTOBJIIETBOPDEHHBIMU.

Tak Tebe u Hamo, 4TOO THI JIOMHYMa OT 370CcTU! IH Baii, exa 1mox KpoBaThio, BUAEN, KaK OHA KPYIIUT
BCE BOKPYT, ¥ 3Ha/I: KOTHa KeHIMHA B THEBe, JIy4llle He TOKA3hIBaTLCS el Ha TJiasa.

— Baime BenmuuecTBo, 4TO ciyumnoch? KTo Bac pacctpoun? — CiyxkaHKa, YCIBIIaB IIyM, Habpanach
CMeJIOCTH ¥ POOKO BOIJIa B KOMHATY.

— Bon! — pasgancs IpOH3UTENbHBIN KPUK.

HcnyranHas cily:kKaHKa IOCIEeIINIIa PETUPOBaThCS. Bpsim mu oHa elrle Korga-HuOyab OCMEIUTCS
BOUTH B TAKOU MOMEHT.

— [Ip-p... — 4= Baii caumKoM J0AT0 NPOCUEN 0T KPOBaThIO, JKUBOT IIPUXBATUIIO, U, CTOUJIO €MY
HEMHOTO ITOTSHYThCS, KaK OH HeYassHHO BBIIYCTUJI TPOMKUU Ta3.

— K10 3mecy? — Cymnpyra Cso, yKe 3a0bIBIIasi Ipo MajleHbKOT0 eBHYXa, B3APOTHYyJIa OT
HEOXUJAaHHOTO 3BYKa.

fH Ba¥i mpuiesn B SpoCTh: HY oueMy Tebe He TOMOJTYaTh XOTh MUHYTY, 3a4€M HAPHIBATHCS Ha 3Ty
turpunly? Ho genate He4ero, OH BbIJIe3 U3-II00 KPOBaTH.

— Xe-xe, Ballle BeJIUYECTBO, 3TO A. 3a0LLIu?

— AXx THI, pab!

YBupges, 4To MU0 fAH Bas mepenaykaHo MBIIBI0 U IPEBPATUIIOCH B HEJIETIYI0 MackKy, cynpyra Csio He
yaepKasach U IPLICHYIa CO CMEXY.



— Baiie Benn4ecTBo, ... MOTYy unTu? — fAH Boil He MoHKMAII, YeMy OHa PafgyeTCs, HO PEIInJI, 9TO
JIy4dIie IOCKopee Y6paTBC${, IIOKa OHa B XOpoIIeM HaCTPOEHHH.

Cymnpyra Csi0 BCHOMHUJTIA, YTO Ilepef Hell JIXKeeBHYX, U ecliu Obl He BU3UT UMIIepaTopa, OHa OBl yXKe
IIpUKa3aja 3aXXUBO TOXOPOHUTH €T0.

— VitrtTu? He Tak OBICTPO, — XOJIOMHO Gpocuia OHa.

— Baiile BeM4eCTBO, YTO BaM ellle yTOJIHO? — $IH Bai OBUI TOTOB 3ami1akaTh. Eciu oH 3a1EPXKUTCA
30eChb ITIOOO0JIbIIEe, TO TOYHO OTIIPABUTCA Ha TOT CBET.

— I[MogHuMU Bce, 4TO HaOpocasa Ha I0JI, ¥ IPOAoJiXKal pa3MUHATh MHE CIIHHY.

¢IH Ba¥i B3mOXHYJ ¥ MPUHSJICS pa3rpedaTh MOCIeNCTBUS XKEeHCKOro rHeBa. Korma Bce Obio yopaHo,
cynpyra Csio cOpocuiia ofexay, OCTABIINCh B TOHYANIIEM IIeIKOBOM XajaTe. OmsiTh pa3MUHATh?
l'ocnogu, mavTe 4yesnnoBeKy nocrnaTth! Ho OH He cMen XajloBaThCsA — JIydllle YK pa3MUHAaTh, Y4EM
yMHUpPAaTk.

— IMapumuBeiii pab, pa3oMHU MHE HOTH.

[Tocne cnuHb OHa noTpeboBana 3aHATHCSA Horamu. 1H Baii IpoKIMHAI CBOIO Cyab0y: B IIPOIIION
JKU3HU IPUCITYyKUBAJI JIFOOAM, U [I0CTIe TlepeMellleHrsI BO BpeMeHU CHOBa IIPUCIIyKUBaeT. 3a 4YTO MHe
3T0?

— Baine BenuuecTBo, IOGHUMUTE HOTH, TakK OymeT ymobHee. — OH BCIIOMHUJI, KaK B MaCCaKHBIX
caJioHaXx COBPeMEHHOT'0 MUpa KJlajli HOTY KJIMeHTOB ce0e Ha KOJeHHU OIS ydinero agpdexra.

— 4 ycrana. [lena# Kak X04elllb, HO eCTU MHe OyIeT HeIPUSITHO — MPUKaXKy 3aKoImaTh Te0s 3aKKBO.

[Tocrne TOro Kak OHa BHIIJIECHYJIA 3Hepruio, cynpyra Cso enBa Bopodasa s36IKoM. Kazanocs Ok,
yCTaBIIas XXeHIIWHA OOJIKHA XOTETh CIaTh, HO OHa Oblyla He U3 TaKWUX: KOTa OHAa yCTaBasa, TO
HayMHalla My4YUTh Apyrux. A1 Bail cenn Ha KpoBaTh U MPUHSJICS CTApATeIbHO Pa3MHUHATh €€ UKPHI.

— M-M... HY TH 1 pa0.

— Baiire BenmuuecTBO, HEIIPUATHO? — CIIpocu SIH Boaii, mpo cedst 1o0aBisas: KakK XKe YHUIUTEIbHO
OBITH 9THM «C00QYbUM PaboM».

— 3akpoi cBou cobayby I'a3a, He CMel MOATIISIObIBATh!

dAn Boaii npuwmypuncsa. Cynpyra Csio 3aKphlia rj1asa, IOrpyxasich B JPEMOTY, ¥ OH OCMeJIeJI, HauaB



BHUMATEJILHO €€ Pa3TiIsigbiBaTh. Y Hee ObLIM U3SITHEIe OPOBY, MUHOAJIEBUIHEIE TJIa3a U GpapdopoBas
KoXka. TOJIbKO ceryac OH ITOHSJI, YTO BhIpaXkKeHre KOXKa HexXKHasd, KakK 3aCThIBIINK KUP, UOeallbHO el
nogxonuT. Kak Takas KeHIMHa MOXKeT ObITh CTOJIb JKeCTOKOM? MoXeT, y Hee paHHSs MeHomay3a?

PasmuHas et Horu, H B3l BCHOMHUITI CBOO XeHy U3 npomnoy xu3Hu — Cy FOub. OHa Oblnia
IPU3HAHHOW KpacaBullel, HO BCEria XOAuIIa C XOIOAHBIM JIULIOM ¥ HUKOT/Ia HU Ha KOT0 HE CMOTpeIa.
I py3bs Ha3bBIBANIU €€ «JlefsiHas KpacaBulla». JKeHUTHCSA Ha Hel ObLJI0 BeIUMYaNIIIM CYaCTheM,
TOBOPHUJIU BCe BOKPYT. Pas 9To cyacThe, Hamo OblyIo 6epeysb ero — OH Mepef Hel 1e6e3un U gaxe
rojioca He cMeJl ITOBLICUTh. Ho mmoueMmy oHa nipefana ero? Ero nmyummuit gpyr [IIu [TauxyaH Obl1
rpyObIM My2KJIaHOM, BEUHO XOOWJI Bpa3BasIKy U He yMell cebs BeCcTU. M BOT TaKOr0 HUKYEMHOTO
yenoBeka Cy FOHBb mpeamnoyna eMy. HemocTuKuMo, MPOCTO HEMTOCTUKUMO. HeyxKenmu KeHITMHE He
TIOOST HEXKHBIX MyKYUH?

— AX THI, TapmuBhHl pab! A Hy, KTO-HUOYAb ciofa!

BcrnomHUB 0 pefaTenbCTBe XKeHBl, AH Ball TOYyBCTBOBa, KaK B HEM BCKUIIAeT HEHABUCTh, U BCSA
SIPOCTh BBUIMJIACh B PYKU — OH C CHJIOW CXKaJl uKpy cynpyru Cgo. OHa yXKe IIOYTHU CIiajia, HO OT
pe3Koit 601K B HOT'e BCKPUKHYJIA ¥ OTKpEIIA rila3a. OHa IOHSTA, YTO 3TOT IPOKAATHM Cs10 BauI3el
crmernasn e 60IBHO.

fu Bait omomuuncs. O 60ke, HY Bce, TeIIeph TOYHO KOHEIl, PA3BOPOIIUI OCHHOE THe3[0!
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