— MHe Bcé PpaBHO. JTO TBOS BHHA, TaK 4YTO C TeOs IIPUYUTAETCsA, — COeJIaB KPYyT II0 KOMHATeE, Xya
TsHb HAKOHeI] O3BY4YHUJI UICTHUHHYIO IIPDUYUHY CBOETr0O BU3HUTA.

— Ax, koMmrneHcanus... ¥ gero xke 1o xo4yelb? — MMnepaTop Xyara TOIbKO 6€CIIOMOIITHO Pa3BEN
pykamu. [IpoTuB 9TOr0 yIpsiMiia OH ObIJT 6eCCUieH: POIe AaTh, YTO MIPOCHUT, JIUIIh OBl
YTUXOMUPUIICS.

— A 9TO0 3aBUCHUT OT TOTO, UTO y TeOs IpUnpsitaHo. [I1s Hadana s 3arjisHy B TBOIO COKPOBUIITHUILY, —
Xya TaHb IpenBKyIIallle OTED JIaf0HY, TOTOBBIY [TePEPHITh TUYHEIE 3aKpOMa UMIlepaTopa oo
camoro gHa. OH He COMHEeBAJICS, YTO V BEPXOBHOTO BJIAabIKU HAaUIETCA TalHOE XpPaHUIIUILE, 10 KPaeB
3abuToe pegyanmmmu apredakTaMu.

I'nsaps, Kak rocTh OYKBaJIbHO TOPUT a3apTOM, HalleJIUBIIUICS Ha ero no6po, Xyaraii Tuiirs 00peuyEeHHO
IIOKa4yaJI TOJIOBO.

— WUpem, — chenaB MOCNegHUY TJIOTOK 4Yasi, Xyarayu MOOHSJCS U MOBEN Xya TSHS K CBOeH
«COKPOBHUIITHUIIEY.

OHM [ONT0 MEeTIISIN 10 KOpuaopaM ABopia [oyimnyai, ToKa HAaKOHEIl He CBEPHYIIHM K HeITPUMETHOH,
3aTepPsTHHOM Ha oTuIube mocTporke. Xya TsHb BHYTPEHHE BO3JIMKOBAJT: Pa3 CIPSTAHO TaK [a/IeKo,
3HAYUT, BHYTPU HaBEpPHSIKA XPAHUTCS YTO-TO HEBEPOSITHO IIeHHOE.

YV mBepeit pruresnnss uMIepaTop 3aMep U JKeCTOM IPUTIACUII TOCTS BOUTH.

— Bcé m0é 60raTCTBO — 3a 9TOM IBEPEIO.

— 4 Bcerpga 3Har, 4TO THI IIapeHb HIeJIpBIfI 1 yTaWBATh HUYETO HE CTAaHEIIb. He GOI;ICH, I BO3BEMY
TOJIBKO OOHY BEINHUIy, XKaJHW4YATh HE GYJIY, — TapaTopun Xya TsHb, HA X0Oy TOJIKasi OBEPb.

OpHako TO, YTO IIPENCTAJIO er0 B30PY BHYTPH, 3aCTaBUJIO eT0 OYKBAJIbHO OHEMETD.

— 2TO... 3TO eIIé 4To 3a XjIaM?!

B orpoMHO¥M KOMHaT€e CUPOTJIMBO IOTUIMCH HECKOIBKO CIIyYalHBIX TPeIMEeTOB, OOJIbIIE TOX0XKHUX Ha
CTaphIl, OTCITyKUBIINYN CBOE cKapO. [loBcioqy lapui xaoCc — ¥ Ha IOy, ¥ Ha cTojax. Xya TSHb
Ope3rIMBO MIPOBE MasblieM 110 ONUKAUINEeW CTOJEITHUIIE U TYT XkKe MCIIaYKaJICs B IIJIOTHOM, BEKOBOM
TIBLIN.

— Xyarai, i-To myMaJl, Thl YeJI0BEeK YeCTHBIH, a Thl TOACYHYJI MHe 3Ty pyxisans! Ecnu genutbes
HEO0XO0Ta, Tak OBl ¥ CKa3aJl MPSMO, 3aYeM Tak OTKPOBEHHO U3HeBaThCA? — Xya TsHb He BRIepXKam u
OTTIYLIUTENIbHO YuXHYI. OT 3TOTO B BO3[YX IOHSIOCH 1Iejioe cepoe 00J1aKo, a C MOTOJIKa Ha HUX
TIOCHITIAJIaCh BEKOBAs TPyXa.



3aKamuIsBIINCh, 002 OHU MOCIIEITHO OIS THINCH K BBEIXOLOY.

— Bpar Xya... kxe-kxe... Tbl He TOpONuCh C BelBogamMu, — MMnepaTop Xyarau [OJIr0 BOCCTaHaBJIABaJl
OBIXaHUe, IpeXkae YeM pellniCsa CHOBa 3alTH BHYTPh. C Benuyauierd 0CTOPOKHOCTHIO, CTapasiCh He
fenaTh pe3KUX JBUKEHUM, OH IIOJHSIJ CO CTOJIa KYCOK CEPOM MEITKOBHHE U KeCTOM 1103Basl Xya TaHsS
3a co0oM. — Y 3TUX Bellle¥ CKphITas CHJla BENUKaA.

Xya TgHB, IOMHS 0 IIBIEBOM 3aBece, 671aropa3yMHO OCTAJICSI CHapY2KU, JIUIIL BEITSHYII LIEI0 U C
COMHEHHEM XMBIKHYI:

— Cnymwmait, Xyara#, ecyu Obl Thl He Ha3Bajl 3T0 apTedakToM, 51 ObI PeILIusI, YTO TH momobpart
OOBIYHYIO TPSITIKY [JIS CTOJIA.

ViMmepaTop MPOMyCTUI UINUIBKY MUMO yIied. OH mogOpocui T0CKYT BBEPX ¥ HETPOMKO Hare
3aKIMHaHWe. TKaHb TYT Xe MpHUIlIa B ABUXKEHNWE U Hayala CTPEMUTENIBHO pa3pacTaThCs.
[TouyBCTBOBaB TECHOTY IOTOJIKA, OHA, CJIOBHO XKHKBas, IIJTaBHO BLICKOJIB3HYJIa BO IBOP U 3aBUCIa
npsMo Hap Xya TsiHeM, pa3BopauuBasiCh BCE IIMPE U LIMPeE, I0Ka OKOHYATEIhHO He IepeKphlia
OHEeBHOU CBET.

— BHu3! — npukasan uMIeparTop.

['uranTCKU KyNoya pe3Ko yCTPeMUICS BHU3, CTATUBAsCh BOKPYT Xya TsHS, 1 B MTHOBEHUE OKa
CreJIeHall ero 1o PyKaM ¥ HOTaM, ITPeBPAaTUB B IIOTHHIN, HEMTOJBUKHEIM KOKOH.

Oxa3aBIINUCh B KPOMEIIHOU ThMe, Xya TSHb 3aCThlJI, HE B CAJIAX IIOIIEBEIUTHCH.

CHapy}KI/I pa3galics B3PEIB XO0XO0Ta. I/IMHepaTop Xyaraﬁ GYKBBHBHO IIOKAThIBAJICA CO CMEXY,
COTHYBIIIXCE IIOIIOJIaM.

— Xyaraii, 3To IIymnas UIyTka, — TrIyX0 0TO3BasIcs MieHHUK. OH MOIBITAICS PBAaHYThCS, HO IIYTH HE
IIOfIHaiCh HU Ha Bepinok. be3 xoporiero KiIuHKa U3 3TOM JIOBYIIKY OBIIO He BEIOpaThCca. UTO XK,
BOJIIIIeOHBEIE CBOMCTBA Y 3TOM IITYKOBUHHI IEMCTBUTEIFHO UMEJIMCh, BOT TOIBKO Ha KO YEPT OHa Xya
TsHio cganacs?

— JlapgHO-napHO... Packporics! — cxkanuicsa HakKoHel] Xyara, 1 KOKOH B MTHOBEHME OKa CXKaJics,
CHOBa ITPEBPaTUBCUCH B HEB3PAUHbIN KITOYOK TKaHU.

Xya Tsub BEIOpasics Ha CBOOOOY — B3BEPOIIEHHEIH, 37101 U C HOT [0 I'OJIOBHI IepenlayKaHHbIA B Cepot
Tpyxe. [Ipu Bue 9TOTO 3peyulila UMIepaTop pacxox0TajCsl C HOBOM CHJION, HAYUCTO 1103a0bIB O
BeIuumy, nogobaromemM Biaagbike Hebec.

— Jla Oymb ThHI XOTH KaIlJllo cepbé3Hee, — MpoBopyYan Xya TsHb, oTpsAxuBas ofexny. ClblaTh YIpeKu
B HECEPbE3HOCTH OT IPUPOKAEHHOT0 OamaMyTa Bpozme Xya TsiHs Obls10 BechbMa 3a0aBHO.



— [TaBHO 5 Tak OT AyIIM HE CMesJICS, — IMpu3Hasicsa Xyaral, yTupas BEICTYIUBINNE CIE3b. — [[0MHIO,
B IIpeXKHUE BpeMeHa, KOrfia 5 eIle€ He HOCUJ 3TOT TUTYJ, MEL 4acTo C... — OH BHE3aITHO OCEKCH.
YnribKa cTépiach C ero Julla, BT/ COesaics TYMAaHHBIM U HaleKUM, CJIOBHO YCTPEMIIEHHBIM B
r1yOMHY BEKOB.

Xya TsIHb PacTepSIICS: TOJIBKO YTO €T0 COOECEeMHUK 3afbIXaliCs OT X0X0Ta, ¥ BAPYT 3aMep, CIIOBHO
KaMeHHOe u3BasiHue. Heyxenu yImén B MemuTaIuio MPSIMO TOCPeIU Pa3roBopa?

II71s1 Bepx0BHOTO 60KECTBa, laBHO IMOCTHUTIIET0 CYTh OBITHS, TIONO0HEIE BHE3ATHEIE TPAHCHL OBITN
[IeJIOM HEMBICTUMBEIM. 3aMHTPUTOBaHHEINA, Xya TsHb MOXOIIEN O6THMKe ¥ HECKOIBKO pa3 moMaxall
JIAOHBIO TIEePe[] TUIOM UMIIEPaTopa.

ViMnepaTop BHE3aMHO OYHYJICA ¥ PE3KUM ABUKEHNEM [IepexBaTuil ero 3aniactbe. OT 3TOro
IIPUKOCHOBEHUS B CO3HaHUU Xya TSHS BOPYT SPKOM BCIBIIIKOW TPOHECIIOCH CTPAHHOE, CMYTHO
3HaKoOMoe BuieHre. HeBeoMoe MeCTO, OKyTaHHOE TyMaHOM, IBoe HeOoXuTener B 0€T0CHEKHEIX
OIEesTHUSIX CTOAT Ha KOJIEHSX, MX IaJblbl KPENKO epernieTeHsl... Ho rae xe 910? U KTO 0OHU?

[omoBy crmaBuiio THCKaMM HeBEHIHOCUMOM 6onu. HaBaxkeHue Hadano CTPeMUTEIHHO 3aBOJIaKUBAThLCS
rycToi, 6eCIIpoCBETHOM TEMOM, TT0Ka 06a CHIysTa OKOHYATeIhHO He PaCTBOPHMINCH B HEM, YHOCS C
cobol pasramky.

— Bpar Xya, 4To ¢ T060i1? — Xyara# TyT XkKe pa3zkKaJl manblibl. Xya TSHb IIyMHO BEIIOXHYJI, YYBCTBYS,
KaK I10 TeJly Pa3/IMBaeTCs CIacUTeNlbHAas IPoxjiaja, MTHOBEHHO IIPOTHaBIIas TOJI0BHYIO OOJIb.

— Bcé B nmopsigke, — npo6opmoTan Xya TsiHb, yCTasno MOTUPas BUCKU. BHITTIAeN oH cefyac Tax,
OynaTOo Y4ymoM yIiesiesn B CMePTeIbHOM cxBaTKe. — HaBepHOe, IPOCTO He BHICTIAJCS, BOT U
IIPUBU[IENIOCH HEBECTD YTO.

— MoxeT, IPUHSTH MU0 I YKPEIIeHUs OyXa? — y4acT/IMBO MPeaToKuiI Xyara.

— O6oiigyck. ITpoCcTo HYKHO XOPOIIEHbBKO OTOCIAThCSI, — OTMaxHyncsa Xya TsaHb. OOBIYHO OH
3ackInal, efBa foOPaBIIKCE A0 MOCTENH, TaK YTO TPAaBUThL ceOsi CHagoObsIMK He coOuparcs.

— YTo0 X, BpeMs IelCTBUTENIBHO M03THee. bepu ckopee To, UTO MPUTJISHETCS, ¥ BO3Bpalaics K cebe
B [Iudy oTObIXaTh. YBEPSIO, 3[EIIHNE BEIU COCNIyKaT Te0e XOPOIIyIo CIyxk0y, — UMIepaTop CMaxXHYII
IIBITB CO CTApOTo TabypeTa B3MaxoM (QyUsHS U ycesics IoynobHee, TePIEeIUBO OXKUas pelleHus
TOCTS.

Xya TsHb pacTepsisics. Bech 9TOT xJ1aM BHITJISIIEN HACTOJIBLKO YOOT0, UTO €ro faxe JapuTh KOMY-TO
6110 OB HETTOBKO. Y Kak TO/MbKO y Xyarasi TOBEPHYJICS 93K Ha3BaTh 3TO COKPOBULIAMU?

C I[py'l"Oﬁ CTOPOHEI, YXOOUTHE C ITYCTEIMU PYKAMHU HE XOTEJIOCE. HYCTI:: BeIUIbI 1 CTAaPkI€, HO
Marmn4eckylo CUJly OHHU sABHO HE PaCTEPAJIN.



OH pmonro BOPOLIXJI 3TOT IBIJIBHBIN CKJIaf, HO TaK U He IIPUMETHII HU4YEeTro CTOAIIETO. Xya TsaHb YXKe
COﬁHp&J’ICH IIJIIOHYTh Ha BCE U Pa3BEPHYTLCA K BEIXOOY, KdaK BOAPYT B CaMOM TEMHOM YTy ero B3TJIsa[
BEIXBATHII IBE He}KHO-FOJ'IYGBIe IIIEJTKOBBIE JIEHTHI.

— Xyarai, a 3Ty JIeHTH A7 4ero? — Xya TaHb IOOHA HaX0OKY U IOJOIIEN K UMIIepaTopy, KOTOPHII
K TOMY BpEMeHHU yKe BOBCIO KJIeBajl HOCOM.

TOT IPUOTKPHIN I'71a3a, IEHUBO IIPUHSTI IIEK U3 ero pykK u 3apymarics. OH pasrisaabBall UX TO Tak,
TO 97laK, CUJISICb BOCKPECHUTD B ITaMATH COOBITUSI JaBHO MUHYBIIUX JHEH.

— Iloromu-ka, 3ToO...

Xya TsHb CMEPUI €T0 HEIOBEPYUBLIM B3TrIsAAOM: «Hy TOYHO, OACYHYI CTapbé, 0 KOTOPOM CaM HaBHO
3a0bI7T!»

— BcnomuuMn! — HakOHeI] BOCKIMKHYI Xyarai, IPpOCBETIEB TULIOM. — OTO BepéBKa AyXOBHOU CBS3H,
TYHIUHIISH.

— BepéBka myxoBHOU cBsi3u? HemypHo, — Xya TsiHBL cpa3y oxkuBuics. He 3ps OH CTOIBKO BpeMeHHU
KOIIaJICs B 9ToM meimu! — M Kak oHa paboTtaer?

— Ha3sBauue roBoput camo 3a cebs. Ecnu [Boe BO3bMYT II0 JIEHTE, TO B J1I060€ BpeMs U B 1I000M
MECTe OHU CMOTYT YYBCTBOBATb AYIIEBHEIE TIOPBIBLL APYT APYTa, — IMOSCHUMI Xyaraii.

— ITopsIBEI? ITO Kak? — Hamopuui 100 Xya TsHb.

— PapocTs, 607b, TOCKY — mioOble KoneOaHus YyYBCTB U 9Mouuii. KpoMme TOTo, 10 HUM JIETKO
OTIpeNe/IuTh, TTle HaXOOUTCS BIIafiesiel] BTOPOM IOJIOBHHEI. [lake eclii BB OKaXKeTeCh Ha Pa3HBIX
KOHIIaX 3eMJI{, JIEHTHl YKaXKyT BEePHBIN IIyTh, — H00aBUI UMIepaTop. — Eciu coBceM IpoCTo: 9TOT
IIEJIK CBSI3BIBAET OBE AYIIM TAK IPOYHO, YTO OHU CTAHOBSITCS HEPA3METHMEL.

— IoTpsicatomas mrykoBuHa! E€-T0 51 1 BO3bMY, — pacmiblics B yibiOke Xya TsaHb, 6epekHO
CXXUMasl HaXO0JKy. JIy4Iiero oH u noxeaTb He MOT.

— U c keM xke THI cobpasics OeNiTh CBOM YyBCTBA? — C UHTEPECOM CIIPOCHI Xyarai.

— C Lizsgns LI3gHeM, KoHeYHO. OH Bellb TaKOM PAHHUMBIM, €0 BEUHO KTO-TO HOPOBUT 3aMieTh, @ CaM OH
HU 3a YTO He MIPU3HAETCS U CJI0BA MHe He cKaxeT. C 9TOM Belllbio g Bcerga Oyny 3HaTh, Te OH U
KaKoBO eMy, — Xya TsgHb TOBOPUJI 3TO C TAKOM UCKPEHHEU TEIJIOTOU, YTO COMHEBATHCS B €TI0
YyBCTBaXx K IOHOIIIE HE IIPUXOUIIOCE.

— Yurtm, TBOHM coOCTBEHHBIE MBICIIH U IIIATH OJisd Hero Toxe GYJIYT KakK Ha JIafOHH, — MATKO 3aMETHJI



Xyarai.

— IIa Tak maxe nyuiie! Mel cMoxkeM 6e3 BCIKUX CJIOB TOHUMATh APYT Opyra B mo0on Mur, — Xya
Tsub 6epe:KHO MPUTTIATUII IIENK, CUsS OT pafiocTy. EMy 6e3yMHO XOTEI0Ch IIOCKOPee BEPHYTHCS B
HOudy u BpyunuTs nogapok Cso LI3THBU3SHIO.

— BoT 0HO Kak... — TUX0 0T03Basics Xyarai. JIUllo ero Ha MUT IIOMpaYyHesIo, a B rIyOuHe rias
IIPOMeEJIbKHYJIa TeEHb MUMOJIETHOTO Pa304YapoBaHus.

— Ox 1Bl k! — BOpyT croxBaTuics Xya Tsab. OT ero 3BOHKOT'0 KPHKa IOTPYy3UBILUNCS OBITIO B
pa3ayMbsl UMIIEPaTOp [axe B3APOTHYII.

— YTo cTpsicIOCh?

Xya TsHb BRITJISHYJ BO OBOP ¥ IIOCMOTPENT Ha 3BE3HOE HEDO.

— Bariommku, yKe CKOpo MMoinHo4Yb! MHe HyKHO criemuTsh B [udy, 4ToOH IOCKOpPee OTAATh ITOAapoK
LI3sausb L3sH10. Criacu0o 3a neHTH, Xyarai! Y MeHsI CpOYHOe [IeJI0, TaK YTO 3aCUXKUBAThHCS He Oyny.
3aberaii kak-Hubymab B [udy, Tam u mobonrtaem! — Ha xomy 6pocun Xya TsHb U, BECEJIO IToMaxaB
PYKOM, CTPEMUTENIBHO yMUasIcs mpoyb u3 HebecHoro gBopiia.
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