— Xyarai, moyemy Thl He 3aXOOUINb? — Pa3falics U3 OBepel pa3apaxkeHHbH ronoc Xya TsaHs.

[Touyss npucyrctBue MnepaTtopa Xyarasi, KOTOPHII BCE Me[JINJI CHAPYH, ¥ BUMS, YTO OCTaJIbHbIE
YeTBEPO yXKe TepSIT TepIlieHKe, OH PEIIN CaM BLIMTH Ha ero IOUCKH.

— 4... — Nmnepatop Xyarai HepeIuTeIbHO IIOKOCUICS Ha SIPKYIO BRIBeCKY [lanmaTel Bo3Bpalenus
BecHEl, a 3aTeM — Ha 3a3BIBAIOIIUX TOCTEN IEBUII.

Xya TsHB Cpa3y BCE IOHSAT.

— B mepBHIit pa3 Bce Tak pearupyoT. [IpuBHIKHEIb, — YCMEXHYJICS OH U, 0eCliepeMOHHO CXBaTHB
HMnepaTopa 3a pyKy, BTALIUJI €r0 BHYTPb.

[Toka OHM TTOIHMMAJIKCH IO JIECTHHUILIE, Xyarail He CMeJl Jaxke TOOHSATh I'1a3. KoHYuku ero yiuen
3a/1msia MyHI[oBas Kpacka, a K IeKaM Ipuiui xap. Xya TsaHb Habmrogan 3a ero CMyIieHleM C BUIOM
3a00T/IMBOM MATYIIKHU.

— Yrto XKe TH TakK JOaro? — c HaWT'PAaHHBIM J1I000IIEITCTBOM CIIPOCHII Jlanb LI3BII310Hb.

OH, KOHEYHO, TPeIBUMEN PeaKInio MOUTEeHHOT0 00KeCcTBa, HO MaXke eciiy OBl He yragan —
TIOJIBIXatolee JTUI0 Xyarasi TOBOPUJIO CaMo 3a ce0sl.

HWwmnepatop Xyarai CJI0BHO U He CIIbIIIaa Bompoca. EgBa mepecTynuB IIOPOT, OH 3aCTHIJI, HE OTPHIBas
B3rIsiga oT LI3stHb L3sHs. B ero rimasax 0Tpa3uioch riyboKoe MOTPsiCeHHe — TOYb-B-TOYb TaK0e XKe,
KakKoe ucnbiTan Jlans LI3BII[310HL IIPU UX ITepBOM BCTpede. [I04yBCTBOBAB Ha cebe 3TOT TSAXKETIBINM,
IpUCTaNbHBIM B30p, LI3sHb LI35Hb HETOBKO OIYCTHII TOJIOBY U IPUHSAJICS HEPBHO OTJISIALIBATHCS 110
CTOPOHAaM.

— Xyaraii, BHU3Y THI laxKe Ha [EeBHUIl B3TISIHYTb POOEI, @ CTOUJIO IIOOHATHCS — U CPa3y IIYCTUIICS BO
BCe TAXKKUE? — IoAapa3Huil ero Xya TgHb.

Ot aTux cnoB MMmepartop mokpacHen eé ryie. C TpygoM B3siB ce0st B pyKu, Xyaraii HakKOHeIl
BCIIOMHMUJI, YTO €My 3afajid BOIIPOC, U CyX0 OTBeTuJs JlaHb LI3BI1310HI0:

— 4 npumén gaBHo. ITpocTo... He pemrancs BOUTH.

Ha atort pa3 Xyarai He cTaj, Kak 00bIYHO, ©30eraTh 4yKOro B3rjsgaa. HarmpoTus, oH MPSIMO U CYPOBO
nmocMoTpen Ha JlaHb LI3bI1310HS, ¥ B €T0 I'la3aX YUTAJICS HEMOU YIIPEK.

Jlanb LI3BI11310HL BHI30B MIPUHSI U YIIPSIMO BO33PHUJICS Ha HETO B OTBeT. MiXx 6€3MOIIBHOE
IIPOTUBOCTOSIHKE He YKPBIIOCh OT BHUMaHUA Xya TsHsA. Bcé U3MEHUI0Ch UMEHHO B TOT MUT, KOTTa
oHU yBupenu LI3gHb LI3gH4.



— Benute Mens k popmanuu, — pasppaxenno 6pocun MMnepartop Xyaraw.

EMy He TepIesnoch mockopee yopaThCs U3 9TOr0 Beprena. OH Pe3K0 B3IMAxXHYII PYKaBOM U
PEIIUTeTbHO HATIPABHUIICS K BRIXOMY.

— Bpar LI3mI1310Hb, YeM THI TaK pasrHeBasl Xyaras? dero oH B3beICA? — IMIEIOTOM CIPOCUI Xya
TaHb.

— Tebe nu He 3HaTH, I0YEMY OH 3NUTCA, — OypKHY JlaHb LI3bI11310Hb, 0fapuB Xya TAaHSA XMypHIM
B3IJIIZIOM, ¥ IIOCJIeI0BAJI 3a MMmepaTopoM.

Xya TaHb pacTepsHHO 3axJjIoma Ij1a3aMu, YyBCTBYS ce0s riy00KO OCKOPOJIEHHBIM B JIyUIIINX
YyBCTBaX:

— ITa kakoro xpeHa? f-to Tyt npu 4yém?! 4 BooOIre HU YyepTa He Henant!

— Ceiiuac rnaBHOE — pa3pyIIUTh popMaluio, — MATKO Ipou3Hec L3sHb 1[35Hb, clerka MoTIHyB Xya
TsiHST 3@ PYKY, YTOOBI YCIIOKOUT.

Xya TsiHb HEMHOT'O ITPHOOOIPHUIICS, ¥ BCS KOMITaHUS APYKHO HaIlpaBuiach K rope Illapao.

— Xyarau, 3To 30echb. BoT 9Ta ropa, — yka3an Xya TsHb.

[Tepen B3opoM MMmepaTopa Xyarasi peficTaja BeIn4eCcTBeHHas ropa, IOKphITas OyiHON COYHOM
3€eJIeHbI0 U TaK U JhllIallas IepBO3aHHOM XKM3Hb0. [I0 MepkaM CMepTHOTO MUpa OHa Ka3asach
orpomHoii. Em€ n3manyu o yuiei JOHOCUJICS HeCMOJIKaeMbld MHOTOTOJIOCHIH Tyl — 1ie0eT MTHIl,
IIPU3LIBHEIE KPUKHY U IIOPOXHM COTEH JIECHBIX oOuTaTtesei. Ha mepBhiil B3rJIsM, 3TO ObIIIO caMoe
00BIYHOE, IIBETYIIEE YyI0 IPUPOMIHL.

— YTpoM MBI TyCTUNIX Tyfa JIOIaAb, HO OT HEE IO CUX IIOp HU CIIyXy HU AyXY, — HNOoAcHUI Xya TaHb.

OH yXe He pa3 00cefoBan 3TH MeCTa U Iepenpo6oBa MHOXKECTBO CITIOCO60B MPOOUTLCS BHYTPS, HO,
IPU3HAB IopaxkeHue, ObUT BHIHYKOEH 00paTUThCS K MMIepaTopy.

B atoT MmomenT UxkyH JIu mogsén Kk HuM it LI3piu. MmnepaTop Xyarai ciepKaHHO KUBHYI IOHOIIIE.

FOu 1I3bIM TOKJIOHUIICS B OTBET, XOTS B €r0 B3T/IAOE IIPOCKOJIB3HYIIO ABHOE HEJOYMEHNE.

— XKankwue metckue 3a6aBel. TyT ¥ TOMaTh HEYET0, — PABHOAYIIHO Opocun MMmepaTop, OKUHYB TOPY
JIUITh OOHUM OerJIbIM B30POM UM MI'HOBEHHO OTHICKaB Opelllb B 3aIlUTe.



He6GpeXHEIM KECTOM OH IIPU3Ball U3 BO3AyXa JaOCCKYI0 MyXOIOBKY-(pyusHb. CTOMIIO eMy CHOeaTh
HECKOJIbKO IJIAaBHBEIX OBUKEHUM, KaK MYIIACTHIA XBOCT KMCTH COTKAJI ITOJl €70 HOTaMHU HEBECOMOe
o0J1aKo, MIaBHO yBIEKIIee MMmepaTopa BBEICh. CITyCTSI MTHOBEHME OH yXKe TapHui Ha YPOBHE TOPHBIX
IINKOB, IPEBPATUBIIKCH IJIsI OCTABIIKUXCS BHU3Y CIYTHHUKOB B €[]Ba PA3/INYUMYIO TOUKY.

OTHICKaB T'JIaBHYIO SMEUHYIO XKHUJIy T'OPHI, Xyaraﬁ IIPpULEJIUJICA TOYHO B eé YA3BUMOE COYJIEHEHUE 1
HaHEC COKPYLHHTeHbeIfI yoap. Ero 3pI4HBIN TOJIOC 3X0M PACKATHUJICA Ha[d YIIEJIbAMU:

— XKankast 3MenHas XkuJja, Kak CMeelllb Thl MPUTBOPATLCS ApaKoHbelr? M3biau!

3eMJis o HOTaMU COAPOTHYJIAaCh, TOPHEIN XpebeT riIyxo 3aTpelnasn. Ha rina3ax y ©3yMJIEHHBIX
IIYTHUKOB HEKOTIa COYHO-3€eJIEHAasI, I[BETYINas ropa Hadyajla CTPEMUTEIIbHO yBsigaTh. JIuCTBa
OCHITIaJIach IIPaxoM, BEKOBHIE [lepeBbsi 00PaTUIIUCh B CKPIOYEHHBIN, MEPTBHIM Cyx0oCTOH. IIIyMHEIH,
TIOJIHBIM KW3HU JIeC B OOUH MUT IIOTPY3UIICS B JiefleHsIlee, KlaAOuieHCcKoe 6e3MoIIBHeE.

Bce msTepo 3aBOpPoKEHHO HAOIIOMANIM 3a 3TUM HEBEPOSITHEIM 3peNuIeM CHU3y. PaspyiieHue
TPaHOMO3HON UIIIIO3UH PA3BEPHYJIOCH IPSIMO ITepefi HUMH, CJIOBHO BeJIMYAUIINY M3 KOrma-mubo
BUJEHHHIX (DOKYCOB.

— [Hleno coenano. [laneiie CHpaBHﬂfITeCB caMu, — XOJIOMHO JOHECCS CBEPXY rojyioc Xyaras{.

OH pmaxe He CHU3OIIEN 0 TOTr0, YTOOH CIIYCTUTHCS. BCE elné mpeOriBasi B SBHOM pPa3[pakeHuH,
ViMmepaTop B3MELT BBEICH U CKPHBITICS B 00/1aKax, Bo3Bpalasick B HebecHwIH gBOpeEII.

[TyTHUKHY JOJITO CTOSIIU MOJT4a. JIMIIb CITyCTSI KAKOe-TO BPpeMsI OHU OIIOMHHUJIACDH U TTOIBITAIUCh
cHenaTh LIar BIIePER, HO TYT XKe HaTKHYJIUCDh Ha nperpany. [1yTh UM mperpaxpa HeBUAUMBIN
MCIIONMUHCKMH Kymoi. CKOJIbKO 110 HeMy HU CTy4aJjid, IIperpaja faxe He ApOTHyJa.

— YxyH JIu, npurotosscs, — Jlans LI3BIL310H TEPBEIM pa3rafasl 3aMbICel yiieTeBluero Mmmneparopa
¥ MHOTO3HA4YUTEIbHO KUBHYJI HAa MEIIOK COKPOBUII] BOMHA.

[Tonss ero 6e3 cnos, YxyH JIu pa3Bsizan CBOM MEIOK COKPOBHI. Xya TSIHb TYT XKe CIpsATaJICS 3a
criuny Jlans LI3bI1310H, OBITASICh Pa3rIsAfeTh, YTO TaM BHYTpU. LI35aHb LI349HE, B CBOIO O4Yepeqp,
MCIIYTaHHO NpucTpousics 3a nneyoM Xya Taus. [Taxe FOi LI3m He BeimepKasl U ¢ 11000IBITCTBOM
BBITSIHYJI LII€I0 — 9Ta CTPaHHasd KOMIIaHUSA He IlepecTaBajla yIUBISATh €70 CBOUMU CEKPeTaMu.

Korpma YxyH JIu u3BNEK Ha CBET 00KUi TPU MOKPHITEIE TOJIICTHIM CJTIOEM PXKaBUYMHBL cabnu, Xya TsaHb
pa3ovyapoBaHHO IIPOTSIHYI:

— W 310 Bcé? MHI 4TO, JTaBKy CTapbeBIIKMKa rpabuTh COOpanIuch?

FO#t 113biu, Oymy4n MPeBOCXOAHBIM MEUHUKOM, HETIJIOX0 Pa3bupasics U B IPYroM XOJIOMHOM OPYXKUHU.



— Heyxenu... 9T0 nere’mapubie KMuHky «Tpu CHera», MpUHafJiexasiue caMmoMy YxKyH JIu 1mo
mpo3Bullly IIpu3paydHast pyka? — OIIEJIOMIEHHO CIIPOCHUI OH M BO BCe T'Jla3a yCTaBUiICS Ha YxkyH JIu.
— ITocTo#, Tak TH U ecTb YxkyH JIu?! [la ObITh TOTO HEe MOXKeT! Benukuit MacTep YXKyH MOKOHYHUIT C
coboii boJibIle Beka Ha3an!

Barnsag Yxkys JIu 3aropescs npu Bufe cTaporo opyxus. OH 671aroroBeiiHO KOCHYJICS PYKOSTH.
CTouJio masbliaM OLIYTUTD IIePIIaByi0 PXKaBUMHY, KaK B €r0 AyIle BCKOIbIXaJCs OYPHBEINA BUXPh TaBHO
3a0BITEIX YYBCTB: SPOCTH IIOIOJIaM C YUCTOM IeTCKOM PafioCThio, IeMsias TOCKa Pa3iayKu U —
cuibHee Bcero — poOKasi, HO BllacTHas HafleXka.

— ITopa sBUTH UX UCTUHHBIN MUK, YXyH JIlu, — mombompun ero JIaub LI3BII310Hb.

Llenoe cTonetre MUP He BUfIEN I'PO3HEIX 0TONECKOB KpoBaBoro, YepHunsHoro u bupio3osoro CHera.
Hukomy Goree He TOBOOUIIOCH CO3ePIaTh CMEPTOHOCHEIM TaHell [Ipu3paunoi pyku. Korga-To ciaBa o
BEJINKOM MacTepe rpeMena 1o Bcel [TomHebecHoi. Ha camMoM mKe CBOET0 MOTYIIeCTBa OH BHE3AIHO
o0opBaJI CBOIO XU3Hb Ha rope JIuIiaHb, OCTaBUB TOTOMKAM JIMIIL TOPbKUE B3NOXU U HEpasrafjaHHbIe
TalHBI.

YxyH JIu MenjIeHHO IOTSAHYI PYKOSATH IIepBOro KiuHKa. M3 HoxeH ckonb3Hyn Kposaseii CHer. Ero
OarpoBoe Jie3BUe OTIMBAIO NyTAOLMIUM IJISHIIEM, CJIOBHO CTajlb TOJIBKO YTO OMBUIX B TEIIOH KPOBH.
Ka3arnocs, 3a monrue rogsl 6ecuuCIeHHEIX CpaXkeHu! anas Bjlara HaMepTBO BbeJlach B CaMy CyTh
9TOI'0 OPYXKHUS.

Cnepmom o6Haxuncs YepuunbHel CHer. TEMHBIN, ITy00KUYM, TOYHO O€3IyHHAs HOUb, KJIIMHOK
HCITyCKaJl IpU3padHoe MaToBOe CBeueHHe, 3aCTaBIsgBIlee JI000r0 HEBOJIBHO OTCTYIIUTh B CTPAxe.

Y nakowel, sBuncs bupio30Beiii CHET, OKYyTaHHBIN [TOTYCTOPOHHUM U3YMPYIHBIM CUSHUEM.

— Moe noutenue, Benukui repoit YxkyH! — Xya TaHb CO BCEM yBazKeHUEM IIOKJIOHUJICS BOUHY,
CJIOXKUB JIafOHHU.

OpmHO [iefio — CIBIIIATh 0 ero OBIION CllaBe, U COBCEM [IPYTO€ — BOOYMIO INIE3PETh 3TU JIeTeHAapHEIe
KIUHKU. KTo OB MOT ITOIyMaTh, YTO BCE 3TO BpeMs ero 60K 0 00K COMIPOBOXK[aIN TaKKe HEBEPOSITHHIE
MacTepa!

— YT0 BHI, TOCIIOANH, 5 HE [IOCTOMH TaKO# 4eCTH, — CMyTuics YKyH JIu, TOCIENIHO TIePEXBATHUB €0
PYKH ¥ He [laBas 3aKOHYUTH ITOKJIOH.

— TONIBKO IOOCTOPOXKHEE C OpyXKUEM! — UCIyraHHO MUCKHYJI Xya TsHb, MTHOBEHHO OTIIPSAHYB Ha
Oe3omacHOe pacCTOsIHUE.

— He u3BosnbTe 6eCoKOUThLCS, rociogu. OHYM Y MEHsS CMUPHbIE, — JTACKOBO YIBIOHYICS YXKyH JIu.



OH HeXHO IIPOBEJI MaJIbI[AMH II0 JIE3BUSIM, H TPO3HEIE KJIHHKH 0TO3Ba/IMCh €[IBa 3aMETHOM, XKUBOI
BUOpAIMeH, CJIOBHO JIACTSILINECS KOIIKH.

Xya TsHB NMUIIL CKEITUYECKU YCMEXHYJIICS PO ceOsl.

«Toxe MHe, ykpoTuTenb. OTKyna Tebe 3HaTh, IIOCIYIIHbIE OHU UM HET? Med ecTh Med, B 11000
MOMEHT MOXKeT 0e3 IaJblleB OCTaBUTh».

— Hy, pa3 Tak, s IIOJIHOCTBIO Tebe OOBEPAI0, — IIPEYBEIIMYEHHO 60}1p0 HpOI/I3HéC OH BCIIYX,
IIpoaoJIZKad IMIPKU 3TOM TUXOHBKO IIATUTHCA.

HaxomuThcs B HETTOCPEACTBeHHOM 61130CcTH 0T [Ipr3pauHon pyKu OBITIO BCE 3Ke YEPTOBCKU OO0SI3HO.

YxyH JIu B3MaxHy1 KIMHKOM. KOPOTKOe, TOUTH HEYIOBUMOE JBUKEHUE — U MPErpakaaBIIni UM
IIyTh TUTAHTCKUN HEBUAUMBIN KYTIOJI CO 3BOHOM Pa3/ieTelNiCs Ha MUPHUATH CBEPKAIOIINX OCKOJIKOB.

Bce HEBONIbHO BCKPUKHYIIH, 3aKPEIBAS 'OJIOBH PyKaMu OT JIETSIINX OPBI3T JYXOBHOU CUHL. JIuims O
LI3eIM HM Ha MUT He MOTepsia camoobaaganusi. UTHOPUPYS CHIIITIOIIKECS CBEPXY UCKPHI, OH CaMbIM
TIePBEIM PUHYJICS Ha 0CBOOOKOEHHYIO OT Yap ropy IllIapao.

BuyTpu Lapuio nonHellee onycTomenyue. 'opHble pyYby UCCOXIIY, IIPEBPATUBIINUCH B IIBITIEHEIE
KaMEHHUCTHIE PYCJIa; TOXKYXJIbIe COPHSKHU CJIEIO MOJI3JTH 0 PACTPECKABLIENCS TTIMHE B TIIETHOU
HagexXfe OTHICKATh XOTh Kalllio Bjaru. [10BCIofy rpygaMy THUIKM TPYIIH PEUHBIX TBapey, UCTovYast
HEBLIHOCUMEIN YOYIIIUBEIA cMpan. M3 yauy JOHOCUICS JIUIIb TUXUN, U3HYPEHHBIN PHIK
OT0JIOMIaBIIETO 3BePbs, O€3HAMEKHO KOABIIEr0 X0Th KaKylo-To 004y, ['HeTyias, 3/10Bemmas
atMocdepa MEPTBOTO Jieca faBula Ha IJIeYy, ¥ IIyTHUKY NIPOJBUTAJIUCE BIEPEL B IIOJTHOM, YTPIOMOM
MOJTYaHUU.

— Tumre. Tam, Biepenu, KaKOU-TO LIyM, — BIIOJITOJIOCA HapyIIWa Mon4daHue Xya TSHb [ocie
HECKOJIbKHX 9aCOB U3HYPUTEJIHHOTO IIYTH.
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