Baii ITo cupmen ¢ caMbIM 6e3MSATEKHBIM BUOOM, XOTS B [yIlle TaK U CTOHAJ OT XKaJIOCTH K KOJIJIere.
Benueiit CtapermHa XpauuTenb [IpaBus! CUPOTHL, KOTOPHIX OH €KeroJHO Pa3bICKHUBAJI 110 BCel
CTpaHe, OTIPABISIUCE IPIMUKOM Ha [Tk OTpeyeHus: — TIyxoe, OTPe3aHHOe OT MUPa MECTO, Tfie
Cekra TauHCTBa pacTuia IpedaHHBIX 10 rpoba OoiioB. [eTel 3abupany Tya COBCEM KpoXaMu, eBa
UM HUCIIOJTHSJIOCH MISATh JIeT. X pa3yM C MaJlbIX JIET MIPOIUTHBAIN YYEHUEM CEKTHI, U JIUIIb Te, KOMY
yIaBaJIoCh BRIKHUTD, B IISITHAALATD JIET IOJTyYaiy TPABO CIYCTUTHCS C 3aCHEKEHHOU BepIMHbL. Ho
KTO OBI MOT ITOYMaTh, YTO M3-3a 9TOW CEKPETHOCTHU CPeOu CyeBepPHHIX KuTener CpeguHHBIX PaBHUH
IIOTION3YT ciiyxy, OynTo XpaHuTesns [IpaBu MoxupaeT MIafieHIeB?

Emeé munyty Ha3ap Bbaii [To cokpyiancs, YTo MOJIBa OKPECTHJIa ero caMoro Jio0uTenemM
YyeJioBeYECKUX I'a3. Temeps XkKe, opaxasack 6e3yMHOMY BOOOpaKeHUI0 MECTHHIX 00RIBaTee!, OH
UCIIHITEIBAJ TTy0oKoe obneryenne. Ha goHe moemanus meTel ero cOOCTBeHHAS «AKMeTa» BHITTISIIeNa
6e300ugHOM 3aKyCKOii Ilepenl 00enoM.

Tsaub YUKyH 0O 3TOT0 MOMEHTa XpaHuI Moadanue. OH Muilb 6€3y4acTHO CIyIIall CIOPH CTapeHIInH,
M3peaKa KuBast COGCTBEHHBIM MEICTISIM. Kora rys roocoB B 3ajie HaKOHeI[ IOy TUX, riaBa CeKThH
He6ecHoro BricOKOMEDPHS 3aTaflOYHO YIBIOHYIICS.

— locoga, 0o MeHs [OIIIA BeCbMa JII00OMBITHEIE CIIyXH, — HETPOMKO ITPOU3HEC OH.

Ero cimoBa MrHOBEHHO 3aCTaBUJIM IPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX YMOJIKHYTh U TIOBEPHYTHCS B €70 CTOPOHY.
3aBnageB o6umM BHUMaHKueM, TsaHb YMKYH HeOPEKHO ITPOIOIKHUII:

— IloroBapuBaloT, Ha TOM CBUTKe Oblyta n300paxkeHa Kapra Ymemiero Mupa.

B 3ane Bomapuaack rpo6oBasi TUIIIMHA.

BoT oHa, ncTuHHaAs MpUYMHA, II0 KOTOPOU BEIUKUM MacTep SIBUJICS Clofa MU4YHO. ECnu TauHCTBEHHAs
KapTHHa JelCTBUATENbHO OKa3aach jereHaapHou Kaprou Yurenmero Mupa, To XKeCToKas pe3Hs B
noMecThbe LI35TH cpa3dy obpeTasa 37T0BEIIUN CMBICIT.

)%k

['p030BOY NMBEHb HAKOHEL-TO CMBLI U3HYPSIOIIUY JIETHUYM 3HOU, IIPUHECS B TOPOZ AOJT0XKAAHHYIO0
IpoXyafy. YIUIEI BHOBb 3aIllOJTHUJIACH CIEIIaIlMU 10 AejlaM ropoKaHaMU, HacllaXXAaBIINMHUCS
PEOKUM [JIs 5TOTO BPEMEHU I'ofja CBeKKUM BETPOM.

C moMeHTa OKOH4YaHHUS Benukoro coOpaHus IPOTUB JeMOHOB IIPOIIIO CeMb IHeH. B uTore riaBwl
OPIEHOB PELIUIN Pa3nenuThcs. [lepBast MOI0OBHMHA OTIIPABUIIACh HA MOMCKU TAMHCTBEHHBIX YOUMII,
BBIpE3aBIINX CeMbi0 LI351H, B TO BpeMs KaK OCTajbHble IBUHYIUCEH IPAMUKOM K ['opony LI3siH,
HaMepeBasiCh U3PSATHO MOOIOPTUTH KU3Hb CeKTe TanHCTRBA.

Baii I1o cupmen y okHa B OTAEIbHOM KabrvHeTe ApOMaTHOTO ITaBUIbOHA, HETOPOIIMBO MOTSATUBAs



FOpH‘-IPIfI yaii. 2Kurtenu CpeJII/IHHBIX PaBHHUH CJIaBUJINCH cBoel J11000BbI0 K 9TOMY HAIIUTKY, ¥ IOHOIIIa
peninii He OTCTaBaTh OT MECTHRIX 00ObLIYaeB.

— Cremb nyytie GpPyKTOB, — C MATKOM ycMelKoii npou3Héec Ban Illo, mogopBurasi K HeMy Tapesky.
— Ot ogHOrO Yas BO PTy CKOPO 3aTOPYMUT.

Baii ITo coputs He cTai. [TocnymHo BEIYAUB U3 Ba3kl COYHYIO CJIMBY, OH OTIIPABUII €€ B POT.

[ToxonuuB c ¢ppykramu, Bau lllo mepeBen B3rIA Ha OKHO. M3 KaOnHeTa Ha BTOPOM 3Taxe
OTKpPBIBAJICSA OTJIMYHLIM BUM Ha 0XKUBJIEHHBIN IIEPEKPECTOK — OTCIOZA JIUIlA IPOX0XKUX OBUIM BUIHEL
Kak Ha nagonu. HakaHyHe ciyra u3 nomectbs Cy nepepasn UM 3allUCKYy OT HEU3BECTHOIO
ornpaBuTens. [Tocnanue ObII0 KpaTKUM: «CTaphlil APYT KOET BCTpedYn». B Hell ke yKa3kIBalIoCh
TOYHOE BpeMs U MECTO BCTpPe4YX B ApOMaTHOM I[1aBUJIbOHE.

EnuHCTBEHHBIM OOIIMM 3HAaKOMBIM, TIOAXOAUBILUM II0J] OMMCAHKUE «CTApOro Apyra», MOT OBITh Pa3Be
yto Cu KyHusub. Ho 4To mOHamo6UI0Ch 3TOMY YE€JIOBEKY B TaKO€ HECIIOKOMHOEe BpeMsi?

OHU IIPOK[IaNy yKe MOBOJILHO HOJTO0, ¥ KOTHa JETKOE pa3fpaxKeHrue rOTOBO OBIII0 CMEHUTD CKYKY,
nBeph KaOWHETa HaKOHEeI[ CO CKPHUIIOM OTBOPHUIACH.

Ha mopore nosBumncs Cu KyHusab. OH ocTaBasICsi BEPEH CBOEMY CTUIIIO: CBOOOIHEIE OMEK/IbI U3
($h1oIeTOBOrO IENIKa, IIUHHEIE TEMHEBIE BOJIOCH, HEOPEXKHO PAaCCHITaHHEIE T10 1JIeYaM, ¥ HeM3MeHHbIN
Beep B pyKe. KOHoOIIa MPUBEIYHO ¥ CHUCXOAUTENLHO ybibancs. [laxke He TOAyMaB II03[0POBaThCS C
MIPUCYTCTBYIOIIMMHU, OH IO-XO35UCKHA YCTPOUJICS 3@ UX CTOJIOM.

— Kakas BcTpeua! M 4T0 Ke IpUBEIO CTOMNb 3aHATOr0 TOCHOAMHA K HaM B TAKOe ropsidyee BpeMsa? —
JIeHNBO TouHTepecoBascs baii 1o, oTIIpaBiissd B pOT OUepPenHYI0 Sr0fy M OKMHYB BOLIELIETO KOCEIM
B3TJIAOM.

Cu KyHusHb nmuib HeOpexkHO 00MaxXHYJICS BeepoM, IIPOUTHOPUPOBAB KOIKOCTh. OH GPOCHIT B3TTIAM Ha
3aCTaBJIEHHBIN SCTBAMU CTOJI, PEILIIUB ITPOMOJTYaTh. 3a BPeMs UX 3HAKOMCTBA OH yCIIEJl HEeIlJI0X0
M3y4YUTh Kallpu3HbYd HpaB baii [1o u npekpacHO MOHUMaJ: HAYHYU OH CIIOPUTh — U TOT Cpa3y HaUuOET
IIOBOJ [I719 SHOBUTOM TUPALHL.

Kakoe-To BpemMs B KOMHaTe apuio MomdaHue. Kaxiplii BEIXKKIAT, Yb€ TEPIIEHHE JIOMMHET IIePBLHIM. B
utore Cu KyH4sHb He BhIIepKaj U CHacs.

— Brl Begp yxke cnbimnanu o Kapre Ymepnmero Mupa? — HanpsaMyl0 CIPOCHUIT OH.

— Cnrimanu, — 6e3ydacTHo oTo3Bascs Bau Ilo.

Cu KyHY3Hb HaTSAHYTO Y/IBIOHYJICS U HAKJIOHUJICSA YyTh OIHUXKe:



— W gTO BBI IyMaeTe 10 3TOMY IIOBOOY?

— Huuero ocobennoro, — Bau [Ilo HeOpeKHO MMOAY/ HAa YauHKHY, TJIaBalollre Ha TOBEPXHOCTH €T0
IIHAJIBL.

Cu KyHusHb nepecran yiaei0aThCs U HEJOBOJIBHO HAaXMYPUJIICS.

— Jlo Bouapenus Benukon YKoy Hallld 3eMJIA CTOHAJIU IO THETOM KECTOKOU OJUHACTUM Benukas
[IuHB, — 3aTrOBOPUJI OH IIOCEPHE3HEBIITNM TOHOM. — Ka3Ha €€ TOMHUIAch OT 30JI0Ta, II0Ka ITPOCTOM
Hapop mpo3sban B HUILIETe. B KOHIle KOHIIOB OCHOBATENb HAIlle UMIIEPUH IIOMHSI BOCCTAHUE, U
ThpaHud nana. OgHAKO Iepef caMOM CMePThIO MOCIeAHNY uMiepaTop LIuHb ycresn cupsaTaTh Bce
HeCcMeTHbIe 60raTCTBa Ka3HHI B TaWHOM MecTe. Harmocmeqok OH IIpuKa3asl COCTABUThL KapTy — Ty
camyto Kapty Ymenmero Mupa. CBouM npeeMHUKaM OH 3aBellaj: TOT, B KOM JOCTaTOYHO OeP30CTU U
JKaXX[bl BIACTH, HAUMET 3TOT KJag ¥ YHUUTOXKUT UKOY.

— Hy u uto ¢ Toro? — Bau I1o cky4arouie nomopraii. B To :Ke MTHOBEHUE OH C YIUBUTEJIbHOU
J0BKOCTHIO xTonHy BaH o 1o pyke, He faB TOMy NOTSIHYTHCS K Tapeyke C CyXO0hpyKTaMH.

Ban [lo yKopr3HEHHO B3TIAHYI Ha HETO:

— Iloyemy THI BEUHO BpeOHUYAEIIh?

— IToTromy uTO X0uy, — OypKHYN Baii ITo.

['poMKUY CTYK JIaflOHY 110 fepeBy NpepBal ux nepenasnky. Cu KyHusHE, IOTEPSB BCIKOE TEPIIEHUE,
BCKOYHIL.

— Ila BHI MeHs BoOO11e ciylraeTe?! — Bckumen oH. — 1o ke Kapra Ymenmero Mupa! ToT, KTo
3aBIIafieeT elo, IIOJTYYUT BIACTh Hafl Bcel [ToguebecHoi! Bech Mup 60eBBEIX UCKYCCTB CTOUT Ha yIIaX,
a BHI [IBO€ yCTpauBaeTe CIeHH U3-3a FOPCTKU OypalKuX CyXOppPyKTOB!

Bati [To yauBIEHHO IOCMOTpPEJT Ha Pa3rHEBAHHOT'O T'OCTS.

— A Tebe-To caMoMy HyKHa 3Ta KapTa?

Cu KYH‘-ISHI:» Ha MITHOBEHHUE JIMIIUJICA Oapa Pe4YHr, HE 3Hasl, YTO OTBETHUTh.

Bcnen 3a atum paspgaincs xomomHsid ronoc Bax Illo:

— 3aMBIIIISEIb MSITEeXK?



I'ocTs OKOHYATEIBHO CTyIlIeBaJiCs. BeccumnbaOo OIIYCTUBIIINCH 06paTHO Ha CTYIJI, OH TA2XK€eJI0O B3OOXHYII:

— Jla mpu 4éM TyT MATEeX... f IPOCTO OyMaJi, YTO CTOJIb 'PaHAMO3HEIE COOBITHS BEI30BYT V BaC XOTh
KaKyI0-TO XUBYI0 peakluio. Hy IposiBUTe BE XOTh KaIlIIo JIFOOOIEITCTBA!

— Jlapgno, yroBopun, — yneiOnHyncsa Bait [1o, pemnuB HakoHell cKanuThes Haf Oeponaroit. — ITo-
TBOeMy, Tubesb ceMby LI35TH meNCTBUTENIBHO KaK-TO CBSI3aHa C 9TOM KapTou?

Y Cu KyHusHS TBHO ITPOCHYJICS TaJlaHT 3arOBOPILUKA. Y CIIBIIIIAB BOIIPOC, OH TYT XKe MPUHSIT
TAaWHCTBEHHBIN Bup. HaOmomas 3a ero caMooBOILHEIM BUIOM, Baii [To yKe eqBa coep:KUBaJICS,
yTOOBI HEe 3allyCTUTh B HETO YaWHMKOM, KOTIa TOT HAaKOHEI] COM3BOJIUII 3arOBOPUTh CBOUM OOBIYHBIM
HETOPOIIJIMBEIM TOHOM:

— Jlerenpge o Kapre Ymenmero Mupa yxke 6obilie BeKa. Bcé 9T0 BpeMsi CITyxu 0 Hell TO yTUXalld, TO
BCIIBIXMBAJIX C HOBOM CUJIOH, ces CMyTY B yMax. Ho momymatite camu: ecnu 661 Cekta TanHCTBa
IeMCTBUTEILHO 3aBilafiela KapTou, 3a4ueM UM [TOHaZ0OUI0Ch OTIPABIATh CTOJIb LIEHHBIN I'PY3 B
HWMnepaTopcKyto cTonuLy?

— A ecnu 970 OBUTa YJI0BKa, YTOOBI ITyCTUTH BCEX II0 JIOXKHOMY CJIefy? — X0JI0OfHO nepebun ero baii
[To, ycTas oT memesoro nadoca.

— ITaXke eciu ¥ Tak, 3TOT MAHEBD BHITJIAAUT YEPECUYP TOIOPHO, — CIIOKOWHO Bo3pa3uil Cu KyHusHb.
— Cettyac Bcs [TogHebecHast TyIUT U3-3a BHE3AITHOT'O MOSIBJIEHUS KAaPTH, HO €CJTH IIPUTTISAETHCS,
BECh THEB U IOJI03PeHHUs B uTOre cxomasaTcs Ha CekTe TauHcTBa. KOMY-TO 3TO OYE€HB BHITOIHO.

Ban IIlo BHUMaTeNbHO BEIC/IYIIAJ PACCyXKAeHUS coOeceHUKA U €Ba 3aMETHO, TIOHNMAIOLIEe
YIIBIOHYJICS.

— I'ocnogun Cu, He CTOUT XOOUTH BOKPYT oa OKOIJIO. FOBOpI/I IIPAMO, K 4YeEMY ThI KJIIOHHUIIIE.

9TOT YenoBek 060Kal HeJOTOBapHUBaTh, 3aCTaBlsAs1 COOeCeTHUKOB rafiaTh, YTO Y HETO Ha yMe. Ban
[ITo He coOupascst TPAaTUTh BPEMS Ha 3TH IyCThIEe 3aTafKH.

Cu KyHusHb HUYYTh He o0upesncs Ha pe3kocTb. OH ¢ MATKOM yIHIOKOM ITOCMOTPENT Ha IPUHIIA, COesIa
TJIOTOK ¥ MIPUHSJCA 3aAyMUYUBO BEPTETh B pyKax GpapdopoByI0 KPHIIEYKY OT Hasibl. BHE3anIHO OH
BBIITYCTHUJI €€ U3 TasblleB. KphIlllka ¢ HETPOMKUM CTYKOM yIlajia Ha CTOJI, pacijieCkaB HeMHOTO0 das.

O6MmakHyB naner B nyxuiy, Cu KyHusHb IPHUHSJICS HETOPOIIJIMBO YEPTUTh Ha NEPEBSIHHON
IIOBEPXHOCTH BIIaXKHBEIE JTUHUH.

Baw Illo 6pocui KOCOH B3TJISM Ha ero XyooXecTRa:



— Kapta Benukoi Yxkoy? U 4TO 3TO JOMKHO 3HAYUTH?

— TepneHue, TONBKO TePIIEHKWE, — 3aTrafloyHo TPOTSHYT Cu KyHU9HB ¥ TPOBEN XKUPHYIO YePTy
IPSIMO TTocepeauHe HabpPoCcKa, pa3feuB KapTy HaflBOe.

Baii 1o nuiub pa3mpakEHHO XMBIKHYI PO ce0s1. ITU ypoxkeHIsl CpefUHHBIX paBHUH BEYHO
yCTpauBaIu fpaMy Ha IIyCTOM MeCTe BMECTO TOTO, YTOObI TOBOPHUTH 110 [IETTy.

A BoT Ban Illo nipu Buzie 3TOM pa3feuTelbHON YePThl MTHOBEHHO IIOCMOTPEJT OCTPO U XUIITHO, CJIOBHO
sacTpe0, BEICTIeKUBAIOMIKN JOORIYY.

[TouyBcTBOBaB Ha cebe ITOT TSIKENBIN, maBgamui B3op, Cu KyHusHb HUYYTh HE cMyTHICs. OH
OTKHHYJICS Ha CIIMHKY CTYJIa ¥ 3aTOBOPUJI TUXUM, HO OTYETIMBEIM I'OJIOCOM:

— Henemnun uMnepatop Benukoir YKoy yxKe crap. Y Hero 1mects CEIHOBeU. TpeTul NpuHI| Kajleka
OT POXIEHUS, YeTBEPTHIM NATH JIeT Ha3a[ HeyoaydHo yIiasl C JIOMaAu U C TeX II0P IPUKOBaH K
noctenu. [TATHII IPUHL TPYCIUB U 0€3BOJIEH, a IIEeCTOH ellle CIUIIKOM Mal. B melCTBUTENbHOCTH Ha
BJIaCTh MOT'YT IPETEHA0BAaTh JINIIb [BO€: CTAPIIUM IPUHI] U BTOPOY NIPUHIL. A caMa UMIIepus
MCTOPUYECKU pa3felieHa Ha [iBe 4yacTu — IOxHy1o u CeBepHYI0 CTOIULIEL.

C nérkot monyyneiokor Cu KyH4YsHb yKa3aa KOHYMKOM Beepa Ha MOKPHIH Ciel], pa3feuBIINi
MMIIPOBU3UPOBAHHYIO KapTy:

— Hu gnst koro He cekpeT, uTo KOKHas cTONMMIIa CKa304HO Oorata — TaM COCPEIOTOYEHO efiBa JIU He
BOCEMb IECSTHIX BCET0 6/1ar0COCTOSTHUS CTPaHbl. MaTyIlKa CTapllero mpuHila — braropoguas
cynpyra Jlo, gous KaHLjiepa JIo ¥ rinaBa YeThIPEX BHICIINX HanokKHUI. CeMelCcTBO JI0 TOKOIeHUIMU
IIEPKUT B CBOUX pyKax O6iopokpaTuio KOKHOM CTONMUIIH: Ha3HaYEHUS, YNHBI, HAJIOTU — BCE IO UX
KOHTpOJIEM. B caMOM cOBeTe CTapIuii IPUHI] BOJIEH BEPIIUTE BCE, UTO eMy B3pyMaeTcs. OgHako
faxe IIpU TaKOM KOJIOCCAIbHOM BIMSHUM OH OO CHX IIOP He IOJIy4YHUIl CTaTyca HacjaedgHUKa IIpecToa.
Crapblil ©IMIIEPATOP YIPSIMO TSHET C 00BSIBIEHNEM IIpeeMHUKa, YIIOBasl Ha CBOE IIPECIIOBYTOE
MCKYCCTBO OUHAcTU4YecKoro 6anaHca. OH cunTaeT ce0si TeHuaJbHbIM CTPATEroM, HO Ha Jiejle JIUIlb
IIOJITaYMBAET YCTOM COOCTBEHHOTO I'OCyapCTRa.
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