C mepBBIMM OHSIMU BECHBI Y BOPOT IoMecThsd AH B CyuKO0y 3anecTpeyd BepeHUIlbl TOBO30K. OHU
HEeIPePBIBHO CHOBAJIU Ty[a-Ciofla Yepe3 60KOBEIe BOPOTA, PasrpyzKasi TIOKHU U SIIUKU — 00T BECTh,
YTO 3a MoOpo cBO3uWIM B ycanb0y. [TapafHble gBepU MOMECThsT IH OUTH HUKOTA He OTKPHIBAJIUCE,
BCe IIOBCEIHEBHEBIE [lefla BeJIMCh Yepe3 O0KOBOM BXOM. JIMIIb pafi CAMBIX BaXKHBIX TOCTEH CTAPHIN
XpOMOMU yIIpaBUTEIb IPUKA3bIBal paCllaXHyTh I'JIaBHBIE BOPOTA; TOTAA OH JIMYHO BHIXOAWII HA BTOPYIO
CTYyTIeHb KPBIIbIla, PACIJIbIBAsCh B IIMPOKOW, pafyIIHOM YIILIOKE.

CeropgHsi, omHaKO, BCE OBITIO MHAaYe. MHOXKECTBO CIIyT YCEPAHO Meu 6pycyaTKy lepef mapagHbIM
BXOZIOM, IIOIIYTHO OTIIPABIIsAs IpuOkBaomue 00035 B 06X01, K 3afHUM BopoTaM. CTaphlil TOCTIOAUH
Au Cio, omupasich Ha TPOCTh, 3aCTHUI Ha CaMOM BepXy KaMeHHOM JIECTHULIEL U3 BOCHMHU CTYIIEHEH.
CTaphlil XpOMO¥ YIIPABUTENL CTOSINT Y TIOMHOXKHUS, TIOYTUTEILHO OIYCTUB TOJIOBY U CIIPSTaB JIafl0HU B
IIMPOKUE PyKaBa.

3a UX CMMHAMM BHICTPOUIIMCH IOMAIITHUE CTPaKHUKHU U 4ensanb. Bcs 9Ta Tonma 3aMepria B
011aroroBeMHOM OXUAaHUU. HU eIUHOTO I0pOXa, HU eUHOTO0 JINIITHET0 ClI0Ba. HempuBhIYHAS,
TOP2KECTBEHHAas THUIIMHA 3aCTaBiIsijia PeJKUX ITPOX0XKUX 3aMe[JISITh IIar U C JII00OMBITCTBOM
IepellenThBaThCs, yKa3blBas MajbllaMi Ha FOCIIOACKUM JOM.

CeMbsi {IH TPOMBIIITISAJIAa TOPTOB/IEH, la TAK YCIEIIHO, YTO MaJjio KTO MOT C HUMHM TSAraThcsa. Korma-to
WX TIPEeNKU XOOUIN B KA3eHHBIX KYTIIlaX, HO CO BDEMEHEM CBSI3M IIPU ABOPE 0CNIabiu, U OejI0 epeBen
Ha cyry00 KoMMep4ecKre pebchl. [IpeBpalleHue rocyqapCTBeHHAIX IIOCTABIIMKOB B OOBIYHBIX
TOPTOBIIEB He TIOHPABUJIOCh UMIIEPATOPCKOMY IBOPY Benmukoit Yxkoy. Ha ceMblio OCHIIAIHCh
TIPUTECHEHHUS, ¥ [eJI0 MTOCTEIeHHO IPUIIIO0 K yrnagky. OgHako TPUALATE JIeT Ha3af CTaphlil TOCIIOTUH
flH HeOXUIaHHO IIOJTy4YUJI OTPOMHYIO CYMMY JIeHEeT ¥ Pa3BepHYJICS C HeBUIaHHBIM pa3MaxoM. CII0BHO
110 BOJIIIEOCTBY, BCe UX IPOOIEMbl — U SIBHBIE, U TallHBIE — KTO-TO Pa30M pa3perInl.

3a TpH [ecsATKa JIeT UX TOPToBasi CETh OIJiesia BCIO CTPaHY OT I0XKHHIX pyOexkel 10 CEBEePHBIX PEK,
mpeBpaTuB JHOB B OoraTermux moaen [TomHe6ecHOH.

HriHe menaMu 3ampaBiisil CTapIIui CHH MaTpuapxa, A1 Cunb. CaM CTapuK JaBHO OTOLIEN OT 3a00T,

IPeAnoYuTas HIHUYUTD IITHUI] 1a BOSUTHCS C I[BeTaMu B cafly. M Bcé ke B Cy4Koy IIpeKpacHO 3HaJIu:

HEIHEIITHUM BeInuneM ycagbba 06s13aHa UMeHHO eMy. HUKTO He CMeJl TepeduTh CTapoMy I'OCIIONUHY
— B cCOOCTBEHHOM [IOMe OH OCTaBaJICSl HellpepeKaeMbIM BlIafbKoM. M To, UTO CEromHs 3TOT IPO3HBIN
cTapell CMEPEHHO XK[aJl KOro-To Ha II0pore, HHTPUTOBaJIo 0ObIBaTeNel He Ha IIYTKY.

3eBakH, IIpU BCell CBOeY MI0003HATEIPHOCTH, HE PeIlauCh 3afiepKUBATHCS Y BOPOT: BAUsHUE SIHOB B
Cyuxoy 6b1710 6e3rpaHuyHbIM. [Iocpenyu 3TOM HaNpsKeHHOM TUIIWHE Ha JOPOTe IoKa3asach
YyeThIpEXKOJieCHas oBo3Ka. OHa IJIaBHO IIOKayXBaiach Ha yxadax, HalpaBigasch NPIMUKOM K
BOpPOTaM. JKHIaxK OBl HEOOJBIINM, OOTSAHYTHIM O€JIbIM IIEJIKOM; Ha ero yrjax KpacoBajlach
IPUYYATHBas pe3bba B BUe HEBUIAHHKIX IIBETOB, a KPHIIY BeHYAIN YeTHIPE KPYITHBIX H3YMPYIHO-
3eJIeHBIX KPUCTAJIIa.

OpHoro B3rJIsga Ha 9TH KaMHH XBATUIO0, YTOOH fH CHUHD, CTOSIBIINM II03aIK OTIIA CO CIIOXEHHEIMH 3a
CIIMHOM PyKaMH, VOUBJIEHHO IIPUIIOTHSI OPOBH.



«PocKkoIiib, CKPEITad B HEIIPDUMETHERIX JeTalldX... Hey}KenH 9TO B €CTh TOT I'OCTh, pagux KOTOPOIr'o OTen
IIOJHSII HAa HOTH BECh IOM?»

He moxwupasce, oka omany 0CTaHOBATCS, CTaPUK [IOCIEINNTI BHU3 110 CTYNIEHAM. 3aMepeB Y
[BEPIIL 9KUIIaXkKa, OH IPOU3HEC C IIyOOKUM MOYTEHUEM:

— locnoguH, Mbl ipuexanu. He co6maroBonuTe 1 COMTH, HaObl IEPEeIOXHYTh C TOPOTY B MOUX
IIOKOSX?

[Tpo110 HeCKOIBKO AOITUX MIHOBEHUM. CTapuK CTOSJI CO CKJIOHEHHOM T'0JI0BOM, HO U3HYTPH He
IOHOCHUJIOCh HU 3ByKa. [laTpuapx He CMeJ IIeI0XHYThCS, a CIYTH I03aau Hero 00SINIKHCh Jaxe
ObIIaTh. Bo3MyX CIIOBHO 3arycTell B HEJIETIOM, 3BEHSIEM OXUmaHUU. HaKoHeI[ Ky4yep CIPHTHYI Ha
3eMJII0 ¥ pOOKO IT03BaJt:

— TI'ocnoguu?..

— l'ocmiopuH BHYTpU? — 3allleNTaluCh B TOJIIE.

Cnyru ynuBIEeHHO IeperisafbBaliuch. B KOHIle KOHIIOB CTapXK CaM IIarHyJl BIlepel ¥ OCTOPOKHO
OTKMHYJI IIEJIKOBYIO 3aHABECKY.

BHyTpH HUKOTO He ObI0. JIUIIh Ha MITKOM CHOEHbe CUPOTNIUBO Oesen nucTt 6ymard. [IpoxkalmuMu
TIaJIbI[AMU CTAPHUK B3SIJT €r0 U pa3BepHy/. Ha Gymare U3SIUIHBEIM, IETSIUM II0YE€PKOM OBIIO BEIBEIEHO:

«4 yxe Bomen. He yTpyxkpaiite ce6s IepEMOHUSIMIE.

Crapsiit H mumnb 6eCIIOMOIIHO IToKaydaJs I'0JIOBOM 1, KPUBO YCMEXHYBIIUCH, MOJIYa IIOBEPHYIT Ha3af,.
OcTaBIimmecs y BOPOT CIIYTH PaCTePSIHHO IepeTrisiAbBaliCh: OHU MIPOXKIAJX 30eCh BCE YTPO, a TOCTh
IIPOCTO PACTasisl B BO3OYXE.

— Yero 3acTbuu? — cyxo 6pocun A1 Cunb. — Bo3BpainaiiTech K CBOUM 00I3aHHOCTSIM.

CHpHTaB pa3gpaxeHne 3a MacCKOH1 XOJIOJHOTO 6e3pa3m/1q1/15{, OH IIOIIeJI CjieJOM 3a OTIIOM.

)%k

— A 37ech HEyPHO... — MPOOOPMOTAJI I0HOIIA B 6€I0M, IEHUBO TUHAS HOCKOM TY(IIU TIafKue
TITATHL U3 61aTOPOJHOTO IIOYIIAHBCKOTO KAMHS.



Bati [To OBIJT Ha peAKOCTh XPYIIKOTO TEJIOCIOXKEHUS — Ka3aloCh, eT0 TOHKYIO TaJIuio MOXKHO
00XBaTHUTh MAJIbIIAMH OTHOM PYKH. MCCUHS-YepHBIE BOJIOCH!, CITYCKABIINECS OO CaMOM IMOSICHULIH,
JIexKajy B XyI0XKeCTBeHHOM OecIriopsifike, TepexBaueHHbIe Ha 3aThIJIKe MPOCTOM ajoi neHTou. OH
PasTisaabBal PACKUHYBIIMECS BIIEpPey CafoBhle TaBUIbOHB CBOUMHU CJIETKa OKPYTJIBIMU T'Jla3aMH,
KaTas B OJIeHBIX JTaJOHSIX MaJeHbKUM He(PUTOBLIH (hIIaKOH.

I TUHHEBIE, U3SIIHEIE MTalbIllbl IOHOIIK Ka3aluCh HeeCTECTBEHHO 6J'IeJIHI:>IMI/I, IIOYTH ITPO3PAYHBIMU. Hx
XOJIOMHBIM MOJIOYHBIM OTTEHOK MaJjio YeM OTJIMYAJICS OT IIBeTa 6emoro He(pr/ITa, YTO BBITTIANEIIO JazKe
HEMHOI'0 2KyTKOBATO.

Heckomnbko npsigedt HeOpexkHO mafany emy Ha 106. HecMoTpst Ha o61yio xynoby, ero Kpyrioe Juio
COXPAHHUJIO JEeTCKYIO IPUIYXJIOCTb — ITyXJIble IeYKU 3a0aBHO KOHTPACTHUPOBAJIU C XPYIIKUM TEJIOM.
OH cMOTpell Ha MUP OTPOMHBIMU O€3[M0HHO-YePHBEIMU I'Ta3aMM CO CMECHIO TI0O0IBITCTBA U CKYKH.
Brnennrle, efiBa po30BaThie I'yOBI OBLIN ClleTKa IIPUOTKPHITH, BEIIaBasi BpOXKAEHHYI0 6071€3HEHHOCTD.
CBouM 00/1MKOM OH 00JIbllle HallOMUHAJ U3AIIHYIO KYKIIy U3 TOHUYakuIero 6emoro ¢apdopa.

B a1y MuHYyTY ()aphOopOoBLEIY «KYKOJIbHEIN» IOHOIIA C HTEPEeCOM HabIioma 3a XKUBEIM pe6eHKOM Ha
BepIIHEe JeKOPaTHBHOM ropkKu. Manbpuyrany Ha Buj ObLIO rofla YeTkipe uiu msith. OH HEJTOBKO
€JI031JI Ha CaMOM Kpalo KaMeHHCTOI0 YCTYIIa, IBHO 3Kejas, Ho 00sCh pa3phifaThesa. CnyKaHOoK
no0u30CcTH He Habmioganock. ['Maas, Kak Kapamny3 3a0aBHO KPSXTUT U IATUTCS, 3afeBas oMo
kKaMmHu, baii [To He BhIlepKajl U HETPOMKO (DEIPKHYIL.

— Om, certyac cBanmutTcs... Om-ns... TOYHO CBaIUTCS... — 6OPMOTAJI OH IIOM HOC.

[TogmepeB mogOOPOMOK JTafOHbIO0, I0HOIIIA Habofa, Kak AUTS CIoJ3aeT BCE 6auxke K 00peiBy. OH
npenBKyInaole ynbibancs. Korga myxmeiii Maiell HaKOHeIl COpPBaJICS ¥ moKaTuics BHU3, bai 1o
JIETKO OTTOJIKHYJICS OT 3eMJIM. B MIrHOBEHME OKa IPeO0f0IeB pa3feaBIlee UX PaCCTOSTHUE, OH
IepexBaTUI MaJibuKa IIPSIMO B BO3OyXe U IJIaBHO OIIYCTHUJICS Ha TpaBy. Marblll faxe He yCIen
UCIIyraThCs; OH JIMIIb OLIapalleHHO YCTaBUJICSI Ha CBOETO CIIaCUTENIS KPYTJIBIMU IJIa3aMu.

— VmHUI1Aa, — omobpuTenbHO XMEIKHY I Batt I1o.

Ho cTouno emy ynblOHYThCS, Kak PeOEHOK OIOMHUJICS ¥ OTJIYIIUTENIbHO 3apeBer. [1oxoxe, MoK
TIPOIIIeNT, YCTYIIUB MECTO UCKPEHHEH obuze.

JIuno Baii [To MrHOBEHHO YTPATHUIIO BCSIKOe Apyxemno0ue. CMepuB IJIaKCy CBUPEILIM B3TJIIIOM, OH
IIPUTPO3UIT:

— A Hy 3amomnun! byneis peBeTs — BHIEDY.

FOHo1a HaxMypuics, Ho n36ajoBaHHBEIYM HacleOHUK U He OyMasl 3aTuxaTh. ManeHbkuil AH Xao Obi
eIUHCTBEHHLIM ITPOMOJIXKEHNEeM Pofia, COKPOBUIIEM Bcel ceMbu fH. [TBITUHKY C HETO CAYBaJid BCE OT
MaJia 10 BeJIMKA, ¥ YK TOYHO HUKTO HUKOTMA Ha HEro He IOBHIIIAJI TOJIOC.



Ho Baii ITo momoOHble HEXXHOCTH OblIM Uy abl. OH OeCIiepeMOHHO B3AEPHY MaIbYUIIKY 3a MIUBOPOT
¥ OTBECHJI €My 3BOHKHM IIJIEIIOK 110 MATKOMY MecTy. OnelnB OT TaKo# Harnoctu, AH Xao Ha
CEKYHMy 3aMOJIK, a 3aTeM B3BbUI C HOBOY, YTPOEHHOU CHUJIOH.

Baii ITo momopmuncsa. Ha ero myxyioM nuiie 0Tpa3uioch KpaliHee pa3apaxeHue. [leTu — Ha PegKoCThb
HECHOCHBIE co3faHusi. CoBepIIeHHO HeCHOCHBIe. OKMHYB B3TIIA0M OeKOPATUBHBIM MPYH Yy TOAHOXKUSI
TOPKH, OH IIPOCTO Pa3MaxHYJICS ¥ 3allBLIPHYJ KPUUalllero Kapamny3a npsgMo B BOAY...

B 5TOT MOMEHT CO CTOPOHH ycafbOB TOPOIINIUBO LI Ipolieccus. Bce moModanusl, Tak U He
MOKaBIIKACh TOCTS ¥ BOPOT, CIEIINJIN 3a CTaPLIM I'OCIIOOUHOM K ero KabuHeTy. BOpyT co CTOPOHEI
IIpyZa JOHECCS HaAPbIBHBIM JeTCKUM a4, OmubuThCs OBUIO HEBO3MOXKHO — TaK KpU4all TOJIBKO
mobuMell ceMbU, MasieHbKUY AH Xao. YI0XKUB HacleqHUKA Ha TOJYOEeHHBIA COH, HIHBKU U CITy2KaHKU
OTJIyYMJINCH BCTPEUaTh FOCTEN, He TON03PeBast, 4YTO 3TOT COPBaHell IPOCHETCS paHbIlle BDEMEHHU U
BLIOEPETCS B Cafl OMUH.

TTonsB, 9yTO PeGeHOK ocTascs 6e3 MPUCMOTPA, CTaphli TocoauH AH Cio TepeMeHUICs B UIIE.
[[TymHas Tonma pogcTBEHHUKOB Opocuiack K Boge. Ho He ycmenu oHu mo6exkaTh, KakK UX Tla3aM
IIPECTaJI0 KYTKOEe 3PeJInIlle: KPAaCHHIH LIeTKOBHIA CBEPTOK, B KOTOPOM OHU 6€3 Tpy/aa y3HaIi CBOETO
HeHarIsapgHoro fH Xao, onucan B BO3AyXe MKUPOKYIO AYTY U MOJIETENI IIPSIMO B IIPY.

Cepnue CTAapPHKa YIIJIO B IIATKHY, Y HETO IIEPEXBATUJIO ObIXdHUE.

— Xao-xao! — B3peBern menmui cnegqoM A CUHb.

OH cpearupoBaj OrICTPEe, YeM ITPO3BYyYall ero COOCTBEHHBIM KPHUK. B OMMH MOITHEINA MTPHIKOK B3JIETEB
Ha KaMHU, OH ITepPexBaTHUJI JIETSIIero ChiHa ¥ CaMOi BOOBI ¥ MSTKO IIPU3EMIIAIICS Ha HOTH.

CrosBIIME TOOHATh POACTBEHHUKHY IITYMHO BHIIOXHYMH. CTapeii rocnogut dH Cio, ClTaBUBIIANACS
CBOEY HEBO3MYTHMOCTHIO [Jake B caMble CypOBHIe BpeMeHa, 0e3 CUJI OIyCTUIICS IIPSIMO Ha TPaBy.
[TonyneHHBIN 3HOU Yy BOPOT, 6ETOTHS 0 ycaab0e, a Teleps ellle ¥ 3TOT CMePTeJIbHbIHM UCIYT 3a BHYKa
OKOHYAaTeJIbHO IIOOKOCUIH €TI0 CHUJIHL.

CTouJo riaBe ceMelCcTBa MOBAIUThCS C HOT, KaK OCTaJIbHBIE JOMOYa/Lbl, 3a0BIB O IPUINUUSIX,
ryps00ii TOBAIUIUCE PSIAOM.

Baii I1o ¢ npumypom okugyn B3rnsagoM Adu CuHs, 3aTeM IepeBell B30p Ha Ky4dy IIpecTapesibix
Ooraueii, HeJeno pacceBmuxcs 1o 3emie. OH YCMeXHYJICS, ¥ caf OTJIaCUJI 3BOHKUH, 3aJIUBUCTHIN
CMeX.

— Jlep3octh! KTO TH Takoi, 4TOOB YMHUTH OECUMHCTBA B MOEM moMe?! — mpuxons B ce0s,
npoxpunen ctapeii 1 Cro. Onupasich Ha mog6eKaBIIero YIIpaBUTeIsi, OH MOJHSIICS BO BECh POCT.

Au Cuss, IpHU2XKHUMasa K cebe BCXJIMITBIBAIOIIET O ChIHA, MEJIEHHO PAa3BEPHYJICS. B ero TeMHHIX, KaK



CTOAYas1 BOOa, I'lla3aX He OBIIIO OTIIOBCKOM APOCTU — JIMIIb XOJIOOHAs, OaBAIllddA THUIIIHWHA,
YCTpEeMJIEHHAd Ha HE3BAHOT'O I'OCTA.

FOHoIIIa HEe 0TIMYascs BEICOKUM pocToM. Ero 61emHOoe OKPYTIoe JIUI0 C MyXJIBIMU IIeKaMu CPa3y
Opocaock B T71a3a, a BO B30pe YUTANIOCh JIeHUBOe npeHebpexkenue. OH He MPOCTO CMOTPETT Ha TJIaBy
CeMbH — OH €ro0 OIIeHHBAJI, CJIOBHO Belllb Ha peiHKEe. OORIKHOBEHHO OeccTpacTHHM 1 CHHb
HaxMmypuscs. Harmner Ben ce6st BHI3BIBAOIIE OEP3KO.

Bati [To monya Habmogasn 3a npubIuKeHneM 3abIXalollerocs ctapruka. I1oamnepes 1eBoi pyKou
o00POZIOK, OH IIPaBOM Me[JIeHHO IOTIaXKKBal He(PUTOBLIM (PIaKOH, KOTOPHIM OO 9TOT0 KPYTHII B
nanbiax. Korga crapeii 48 Cio 0OCTaHOBUIICS IIPSIMO IIepel HUM, I0HOIIA IIepecTa IMyPUThCS U
IIOCMOTPEIT IPUCTAIbHO ¥ IPOH3UTEIBHO.

— ¥ no4uTeHHOTO0 rocrofnHa fHa KpyToil HpaB, — C JIeTKo ycMetnkor Opocun Bbaii [To. — Heyxkenu
THL IIepecTasl y3HaBaTh COOCTBEHHOTO TOCIIOANHA?

«['ocrogun?..»

Ot atoro IIPOCTOT'0 CJI0OBa MaCKa PABHOOYIIXSA OKOHYATEJIBHO CIIOJI3JIa C JIMIla An Cunsa. OH
IMOTPACEHHO YCTABHUJICA Ha IIPHUINEJIbIIA.

ApocTts cTaporo rocrnoguHa fAHa ucnapuaack B OOHO MTHOBeHHUE. JIMIIO ero HECKONIbKO pa3
M3MEHUJIOCH B IIBETE, ITI0KA HAaKOHEL] He 3aCThII0 B 3aMCKuBarolleil rpumace. OH HU3KO CKJIOHUJICH U
3aroBOPUJI BKPagqUYUBLIM TOHOM:

— Mornopoii roCTIONXH, OOJIKHO OBITh, YTOMUJICS C Koporu? [103BOJIbTE IPUTJIAaCUTh Bac B MO
CKPOMHBIM KabuHeT, mabbl BBl MOTJIN ITIEPEBECTH AYX.

E1e onvH pa3 OKUHYB B3rJIS0M pPacCeBlleecs 110 TpaBe ceMercTBO, baut [0 TUXO MpPEICHYII.

— Yro Xk, Begu, — OpOCHUII OH. — 1 ¥ BIPSAMb HEMHOT'O yCTall.

— Hu o ueM He cnpammBai... — ogHUMY rybamu menHysn 91 Cio pacTepsSHHOMY CHIHY.

Omnupasich Ha TPOCTh, CTAPUK ITOCIYIIHO MOIIIeJICS clenoM 3a 6eyoi GUrypon I0HOIIN.
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