B KOHIIe KOHIIOB apXaHTe/Iy TakK U He yOaa0Ch BHOBb BKYCHUTD KeJIaHHYIO CJIafoCTh. Ero yIoBKa mouTu
cpaboTaja, ¥ OH yXKe TOTOB OBII CTIHYTh PEMEHb C OPIOK CBOET0 CMYIIEHHOT0, 0YapOBATEILHOTO
n30paHHKKA, KaK BOPYT IBEPh KaOuHeTa 6ecliepeMOHHO pPaclaXHy/lach.

Ha mopore cTos1 4epHOBOJIOCHY MyKYKHA B aJloM OfesHHY, HeOpexKHO pacraxHyToM Ha rpymgu. Ero
JIALIO OT/IMYaNIoCh OPOCKOM, YTOHYEHHOM KPAaCOTOM, a AJIMHHBIE BOJIOCH OBIITY 3allIeTEHH B KOCY.

OH gBHO He UCIIBITHIBATI HU MaJleHIe HeJTOBKOCTHA OT TOTO, YTO IIpepBai 9y2Ko0e YeouHeHue. Ero
Kapue ria3a C KUBEIM HHTE€PECOM YCTAaBUJIMCh Ha 3aCThIBIINX Apercumo u Apeca.

[ToHSB, 4TO €r0 3aMeTH/IU, He3BaHKI! TOCTh JIEHUBO B3MaxHYJI PYKOii, 00IM3HYII I'yOHl ¥ IIPOTSHY
HApPOYUTO TOMHBEIM I'0JIOCOM:

— Marneim Apec, unu-Ka cioga. Y gamnu K Tebe gerno.

Cap HauKUCTO IPOUTHOPUPOBAJ JIeASHOU B3I/ apxaHresna. HalpoTuB, OH BEI3bIBAOIIE BCKUHYII
OpoBU U C IBYCMBICJIEHHON YCMEIIKON N00aBUII:

— OueHb BaxHOe [eTI0, foporoii. Tebe TOUHO HE 3aX0UETCS ero IPOIMyCKaTh.

AneKcuMO 0CTaBasioCh JIUIIL OECIIOMOIITHO HabII0naTh, KaK ero Bo3/00IeHHEH, C KOTOPEIM OHU

TOJIBKO YTO ITpeflaBajIuCh CIafiKoii JTI000BHOM UT'Pe, BHE3AMMHO BCKOUMII. B mpeKpacHBIX GHU0TIETOBLIX
r7a3ax I0HOIIM IIPOMeIbKHYa TeHb, ¥ OH ITOCIEIIHO OTCTYIUI Ha3af.

JIMIIUBIINCE OKYTBIBABIIIETO €TI0 IOHOIIECKOI'O TeIlJIa, dPXaHI'eJI IToa2KaJl FY6I:I U IIOTAHYJICA BCJIEN 34d
HHUM, IIBITAsACh YOEepP2XKaTh:

— Apec, TH KyZA...

Ho ToT nmepexBaTu ero JagoHb U HEIIPEKIIOHHO BEPHYJI €€ 00paTHO Ha MUChbMEHHBIHN CTOJI.

Ha mekax Apeca BCE€ elle ropen pyMsiHell CMyIIeHUsI U HepacTpauyeHHOU CTPaCTH, HO B3TJIAN yKe
CTaJl MpeaenbHO CEPbE3HBIM.

— CecH, 5 DONIXKeEH... 00CYIUTh KOE-4YTO C Osfied, — IIPOTOBOPHUI OH. — A ThI paboTall U He JIEHUCH,
X0po1Io?

—... YT0? — TOJIBKO ¥ CMOT BEIIABUTH AIEKCHUMO.

[Tpoucxopsiiee Ka3aloch HACTOJIBLKO HEJIEIIBIM, YTO ¥ apXaHresla Ha MTHOBEHKEe TOCKJIUBO 3aHbII0
1of1 102Ke4yko#. OH IMOYYBCTBOBAI Ce0sT HEBEIHOCUMO CKYYHBIM MY2KeM, ¥ KOTOPOT'0 CMa3JIUBhIM U
BETPEHHIH MPOXOAMMEI] YBOTUT IIPEKPAaCHOT0 MOJIOOTO MapTHEPA, IIOKa caM OH 00s13aH MaxaTh B
1oTe nuila, 4ToOb o6ecrmeunBaTh Ux 0€30€qHYI0 KU3HE.



OmHako B TOT MOMEHT, KOTTla AIIEKCUMO y2Ke TOTOB ObLIT BIIACTh B SPOCTH, CHENIaBIIUY APy IIaroB K
BEIXOOY Apec BOPYT 3aMep U 00epHyIIC.

Mornonoii XymoKHUK OBIT CJIUIIKOM T'OPA ¥ CaMOJII00KB, YTOOHI JIETKO PacTO4YaTh HEKHOCTH, ITI03TOMY
mo6kie cyToBa 3a00TH MABAIUCh EMY C OTPOMHEIM TPyaoM. Ho OT 3TOro OHM 3ByYalu JIAIIH CIIalle.

Y, pasymeeTcsi, 3aCTaBIsIN Cepylle OUTHCS Yallle.

Apec HAKJIOHHUJICA K HEMY. Kaxmoe ero gBuKeHue OBIIIAI0 BpO}KJIéHHBIM n3411eCTBOM, ITIYCTh B HUX U
CKBO3HJIa JIETKasl HEJIOBKOCTh. KOHOIIIa 1aCKOBO B3BEPOIINII €T0 CUAIOINNE 30JIOTUCTEIE BOJIOCHI. Ero
(bI/IOJ'[eTOBbIe rjia3a CMOTPEeJIn YUCTO ¥ COCPEAOTOYEHHO Ha ITPHUYHBIBIIIETO BO3JTI00IEHHOTO.

— Mowu paHbI yxe 3aTsHyuch, Cecu, — TUX0 IPOU3HEC OH.

— IMocTymai Tak, KakK CYuTaellb HYKHBIM, — IIPOIOJIKIII IIPEeKPaCHLIi I0HOIa. — ¢ CyMelo MOCTOSTh
3a cebs. Ho 3Ha#, 4TO TBOS TPEBOTa PAHUT ¥ MEHS TOXKE.

— Cecn, 51 X04y, 4TOOBI THI OBIT CHACTIIUB.

Chyi IIPOCTEIE CJIOBa MT'HOBEHHO BBIMEJIX U3 I'OJIOBEI AIeKCcuMO BCe 3aroTOBIEHHEIE BO3pPaxKeHus.
MEICIY CMeIanuch, OH 3aMep, He 3Had, YTO OTBETHUTH.

Ero ropmno cymopozKHO CXKajloch, a B3TJISI HAMEPTBO IIPUKUIIET K JTIIOOMMOMY JIHUILY.

Korga ke olleneHeHHUE CIIaio ¥ apXaHTe/l HAaKOHeIl MOPTHYJI, CTPOMHOT0 CHITy3Ta Apeca B KOMHATe
yXke He ObLIO.

Pasymeetcs, Harneii Cap ToXKe MCIIapuiCs.

B IIPOCTOPHOM KabuHeTe BOLIapPHJIaCh TUIIKNHA, OCTABUB Apexcumo B ropooM OOuHOYECTBE.

ApxaHTen Me[JIeHHO BEIIOXHY ¥ IIPUKPHLUI JTIaloHBI0 100, Ipsida 3a I'YCTHIMU CBET/IHIMU PECHUIIAMU
BhIpaXKeHue rias.
— HICTOH, — HETPOMKO 1103BaJl OH.

Bpoonb cTeH KabuHeTa Pa3yiUIOCh MSATKOE 30JI0TUCTOE CHUSHUE, ¥ KOT{la OHO yracyio, mepen HuM
BO3HUK VICTOH.

Kak HOeJINTEIEHOMY aHTeJly, eMYy I10JIarajloChb 3a00TUTHCS O OyIIEBHOM PAaBHOBECHUN C06paTI:eB, u
0CO0eHHO — BEPXOBHOI'O apXdHIeJIa. HOSTOMY HcrtoH BCerga Oep2Kall YXO0 BOCTPO.



OH cnerka HaxMypPHIICS ¥ C TPEBOTOM CITPOCHII:

— T'ocmoguH AfeKCHMO, C BallliM MEHTAJIbHEIM JOMEHOM YTO-TO He TaK?

OpHaKoO 371aTOBJIACHIA aHTeNl MOJT4aJl, Io-IpekKHeMY IIpsAYa JIUIO B IafOHAX. BEITIsAIEN OH Ha
PeIKOCTh MPAaYHEIM M ITOOABJIEHHBEIM, YTO HE MOIJIO He BHI3BIBAaTh OECIIOKOMCTBa. be3 mpsmoro

IIpHKa3a HcToH He cmen TPEBO2KUTE €TI0 JINYHBIE IIOKOHU, IIO3TOMY JIUIIL TOMUJICSA B HETEPIIETIUNBOM
OXKHUOaHUMN.

— I'ocnogus AgekcuMo, BHL...

Ho TyT u3-1107] CI0KEHHEBIX JIONOYKOH NajblleB apXaHresa OHECIOCh TUX0€e, efBa CIBIIHOe
(bBIpKaHbe.

VICTOH YOMBIEHHO IPUIIOAHST OPOBE.

Haxkoner Agekcumo cosyafas ¢ 4yBctBaMu. OH y6past pyKy OT JIMIa U IMMUPOKO YIEIOHYIICS, & eT0o
HeOeCHO-Toy0Oble I1a3a TakK U 3aCUsIM OT BocTopra. OH OYKBAJIbHO CBETHUJICS OT CYACThS.

Y UcToHa BHE3aIlHO 3apOAUIIOCh HEXOPOLIee IIpeIYyBCTBHE.
Y npeguyBcTBHUE eT0 He 00MaHYJ0. B crieyiomyo CeKyHOy UX MYAPhIHM, BCETHa XJIafHOKPOBHLIH 1

CypOBbeI IIpeaBoOouTEeIIb 3arOBOPUII Me4YTaTEJIbHBEIM, BOCTOP2KEHHEIM TOHOM:

— Ilpencrasnsgens, UcToH, Apec cKa3all, YTO XO4eT BUAETh MEHSI CYaCT/IMBHIM.

HcTon nnpomoruar.

Pa3yMmeeTcs, IleTuTeNbHBIE aHTeJIBl CJIaBUJIMCh CBOUM BEJTUKOOYIIINEM, 0OOPOTOM 1 6e3rpaHuYHbIM
tTepneHreM. OIHAKO JaXke Y aHTeTbCKOr0 MOITOTEePHIeHUs ObITA TPAaHUIIE, 0COOEHHO KOTHa peys Iija
0 TeX, y Koro He 6ObIT0 maphl. TpeBora Ha nuile McToHA MeIeHHO CMEHUIIACh BRIPaXKeHUEM TTTy00KOH,
0ecrpoCBETHOM TOCKH.

— AX... — BBIOOXHYJ AIEKCUMO, IIPXXKaB JIal0Hb K TPYOU. 30JI0TEE JIOKOHEL CKOJIB3HYIIM 110 €T0
nyevy. B ero rojoce CKBO31I0 HETIPUKPHITOE XBACTOBCTBO. — ¢ Tak u 3Han. OH 6e3 yMa OT MeH4.
HcToH cHOBa mpoMmonyasn. HeMHOro nogymas, OH CyX0 IIPDOU3HEC:

— locioguH AmeKkcuMo, Co BCeMU MOJOOHBIMY OTKPOBEHUSIMU BaM B CIIETYIOUIUY pa3 JIydille

obpaTuThcs K banato.

BricnymuBaTh T0O0BHEIN JIETIET U CITYKUTh MUIIEHbBIO [JIsT XBACTOBCTBA CYACTIIUBHIX TOTyOKOB — y
nokTopa baHas K 3TOMy olpefieIEHHO ObIJI TalaHT.
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Bcero mapa macKOBEIX CJIOB OT BeJIMKOTO Brafgblku IeMOHOB — M apXaHTeJl BHOBb BOCIIPSIJI IYXOM.
[TomHEBIN 9HEPTUY U PEIIMMOCTH, OH BOSHAMEPHUJICS JIMYHO BO3TJIAaBUTh PEU 110 IIOUMKE OeTrIIhIX
IEMOHOB. A 3a00HO TIOAENIUTLCS C IIJIEHHUKaMU YIIOUTENIbHON NCTOPUEN CBOEM BEIMKOM JTI0OBU K
Mujalke Apecy.

Brnpouem, cam Bnagbeika JeMOHOB B 3TOT MOMEHT IIpe0kIBall B Ky[la MeHee pagy>KHOM PacIOJIoKeHU!
nyxa.

A BC€ moToMy, 4TO IarasIimui psgoM Cap He 3aTHIKAJICSI HU Ha CEKYHOY.

— Ax, Cecu, s X04y, 4TOOH THl ObIJI CHACTIUB! — KPUBIAJICS YEPHOBOJIOCHIM JeMOH, HAPOYHUTO
KOBepKas U pactarusas cjioBa. OH KapTUHHO NIPUKUMAJI PyKH K TPYAH, Iepeapa3HuBas
nneMsHHUKa. — O, moporou CecH, mOCTyIIau TakK, KaK CYUTAEIlb HYXKHBIM...

[Tepumyi Briepenu Apec Teplien JOIro, HO KOrga POLCTBEHHUK IIOMIBITANICS MIEMHYTh 3TO eMy IIPSIMO
Ha yX0, OKOHYAaTeJIbHO BHIIIeN U3 ce0si. OH pe3ko 06epHYyJICS U MEPTBOM XBaTKOM BILIETIUIICS B
IJIMHHYI0 KOCY Herogss.

— Cap, TH pOT CBO¥ 3aKpoellb Koraa-HuOyan?!

[To MepkaM IeMOHHUYECKOT0 pofa Apec melCcTBUTEIbHO OB elrlé coBceM 0H. Ha ero 6iegHoM
TOUYEHOM JIMIIE TIOPOM IIPOCTYIIANIM YePTHl IOHOIIECKOM HEe3PeNnoCTH, Ho 6aromaps 6e3ynpeyuyHbIM
MaHepaM U rOpfol 0CaHKe OKpyXKalol[ie peilko BCIOMUHAJIH, YTO Iepef HUMH, 110 CYTH, BUepallTHui
MaJTb4uIIKa.

Ho cToumo eMy pa30371uThCS, KaK VIIH ¥ MIEKK 3a/MBalla XKapKas Kpacka CMYIIeHus, TYOh
00MKEeHHO Ha[yBa/llCh, ¥ BCS €0 TIIATeIbHO BHICTPOEHHAS XOJIOOHOCTh MTHOBEHHO OCHITIanach
mpaxoM, o0HaxKas UCTUHHBIM BO3PacCT.

Cap COKpYIIEHHO B3TOXHY:

— Kak netut Bpems... Kaxercs, emié Buepa ThI ITOJ] CTOJI MTELTKOM XOHJI, & CETOTHS HaIll MaJIBIIII
Apec yXe BHIIODXHYT U3 CeMEeMHOr0 THE3MIBIIIKA U COLIENCS ¢ BparoM. IIpsimo cresa
HaBOPA4KMBAETCH...

IoroBopuTh OH He ycmesn. Ero B3rsg ucnyraHHO METHYJICS K COOCTBEHHOM KOce, KOTOPYI0 Apec
CKMMaJl B KyJaKe, ¥ PSIOM C KOTOPOU BeCeJio 3alljisican sI3bIY0K TEMHOTO TIJTaMEeHHU.

—... { mouryTu, Ballle BeIMYECTBO, IIPOCTO MOIIYTHI, — HATAHYTO yaEIOHYICA Cap, cTapasich He
fesaTh Pe3KUX ABUXKeHUui. — K yeMy 3Tu KpauHOCTHU?

OcCTOpOXKHO BEICBOOOMMB CBOU IparolieHHbIe BOJIOCH, efiBa He MPeBPaTUBIINECS B 00TOPeIbIT



OTPHI30K, OH HAKOHEIl TPUTHUX. BripoueM, CeprE3HOCTH €My 3TO He mpubaBuiio. IIpsda KoCy 3a CIIUHY,
Cap BHOBb IPUMABUHYJICS K MJIEMSIHHUKY ¥ 3aTOBOPUINYECKY TIOAMUTHYI:

— A ecu cepb€3HO, Apec, 3a 3T JHH 5 CyMesl Tpo0yOUTh YaCTh CBOETO JoMeHa. [laBail mompobyem
emé pa3. Ha 9ToT pa3 Bcé ToyHO cpaboTaer.

IeMOHMYECKHM XBOCT Apeca, MMOKa3aBIIUMCS M3-3a CTPACTHHIX 3aUTPEIBAaHUM APTHEPA, [0 CUX II0P
OTKa3BIBAJICS CNTyIIAThCS X03guHa. [IpUX0OunIoch MpsaTaTh €ro, Tyro 00MOTaB BOKPYT Taluu IO
omexpou. K cuacTrio, Amekcumo 3a00T/IMBO 3aCTETHYJ pyOaliKy I0HOMIX 107 cCaMoe TopJio, a
HaOPOIIEHHKIN CBepXy CBOOOMHEIN IIIall] HafeKHO CKPEIBAI HEPOBHOCTHU GUTYPHl. CO CTOPOHE HUKTO
OBl ¥ He ITOyMaJl, YTO IOM U3SAIIHEIM HapsSaooM XyI0KHUKA IIPSYETCsS CTOJIb HECKPOMHAs JeTallb.

U Bcé xe HGO6XOJII/IMOCTB Pa3ryiuBaTh IO JIIOOHBIM YIIMIIAM I'OpOa, €2KEeCEKYHIHO COEePXKUBaAA
CBOGHpaBHBII;I XBOCT, 3aCTaBJIdJla CTBIOJINBOT O BJ'IaI[bIKy JEMOHOB CTOpPaTh OT HEJIOBKOCTH.

— OueHb Ha 3TO HAJEIOCh, — JIEASTHEIM TOHOM Iporenul Apec. — MHaue s nuyHO 060peto Telds
HAJIBICO ¥ MMHKOM OTIIPaBio B be3mgny. CTaHelb TOCMEIIHIIIEM JIST BCEX YEPTEH.

Yrpo3sa npo3Bydaina nyraire yoenuTenbHo. Cap HEBOIBHO IIPEACTaBUII ce0sl TBICHIM U HEPBHO
epenepHyII IIe4amu:

— 2KeCTOKUY TH MaJIb4HUIIKaA...

Apec obnafian KojoccanabHOM, 04Ty 6e3rpaHudHoM cunnoi. OH Mor 6e3 Tpyda pa3pyluTh YyXKOou
[IOMEH, HO BOT CO3UfaHKe U BOCCTaHOBJIEHUE NaBaluCh eMy C TPYAOM — Pa3pYLIUTEIIO 110 IPUPOLie

CBOel He3aueM GBUIO YYUTHCS CO3UAaTh. A MOCKONIBKY Cap HA0TPe3 OTKA3HBAJICS PACKDPHIBATH CBOU
CEeKpEeTH], BOCCTaHAB/IMBATh MTOBPEKIEHHOE TPOCTPAHCTBO €My IPUXOAUIOCH COOCTBEHHBIMU CHIIAMH.

OpHakKo Marmdeckuil Xaoc B Teje Biagblky 1eMOHOB YCUJIABAJICA. BYI.HYI-OH.IaH BHYTPHU 3HEPIud
PBalaChk HAPYXKY, U eé HeO6XOJII/IMO OBILIIO KyHa-TO BEIIIJIECHYTH, IIOKA HE CTAJIO CIIUIIKOM IIO3OHO.

— INoropannuBaiicsi, — Apec cxaJs I'yObl 4, 3allyCTUB PYKY B KapMaH, Halllylasl IEIKOBEIN Mello4ekK.
VI3BnEK KpyIHLIM CUHUY anMa3. B ero ¢1oneToBEIX I'1a3ax IPoMeIbKHYIa HeXkHas Telnnota. — Ecnu
MBI 3a[epKUMCSI, I0BEJIUPHBIE JIaBKU 3aKPOIOTCS, U S He YCIel OTHAaTh MacTepy KaMeHb.

OH TBEPHO BO3HAMEPUIICS CHleNIaTh apHbIE CePbrU-TBO3MUKHU [IJII CBOET0 HEYTOMUMOTO apXaHTea.

CHITHIH II0 TOPJIO 9y2KHM CHaCThEM, Cap JINIIb CKPUBUIJICS.

K cuacThio, uATH NMPUIIIOCh Hemonaro. CBepHYB B ITapy HENPUMETHHIX IIEPEYIKOB, OHU 0Ka3aJIuCh Y
IIeJIH.

— 3axonu, Mansi Apec! s BEUIOXUI KPYIJIEHBKYI0 CYMMY 3a 9TO 4ygHOe MecTeuko! — Cap, yeu
aJIbIY IIHYPOK B BOJIOCAX BHITOJHO MOMYEPKUBAJ ApKUe I'yOBl, TaK U JIYYUJICS CaMOLOBOJILCTBOM. —



[ToMsiHH MOE CJIOBO, 30EeCh ThL 0e3 TPpyOoa CMO2Kellb HaCTPOUTECA Ha MOM JOMEH.

Apec c COMHEeHUEM 3arIsiHy B IIPOXO]I.

Cap yBepsisI, 4TO Pa3go0BITh 30JI0TO B MUPE JIIOAEH IS HeT0 — CYIIUN MyCTSK. [ TTymbele CMepTHEIe
noOpPOBOJIBHO PACCTAaBAIMCh CO CBOMMHU KOILIE€JIbKAMHU, CTOUJIO JIMIIb TPUMEHUTh HEMHOT'0 00asTHuS
6e3 BCSIKOTr0 HacUIUs. Apec He BHUKAJ B IOOPOOHOCTH, HO €r0 POJACTBEHHUK e CTBUTEIHHO
BEPHYJICS C YBECUCTHIM MEIIKOM 3BEHSIINX MOHET.

V3 yyBCcTBa BUHH Iepeq AeKCHMO Apec HaOTPe3 0TKA3aJICs KPYIIUTh UX ChEMHOE XKHUJTUIIE MJI
BBICBOOOKIEHUS M3MHUIIKOB Maruu. [IogoaBUIMCh Ha YTOBOPHI HACTHIPHOTO Capa, OH COTJIaCUIICS
apeH[IoBaTh [JI 3TUX IeNlell Kakoe-HUOynb yeTUHEHHOE MECTO.

Teneps 3Ke OH TOPHKO, CMEPTEIHHO 00 3TOM XKaJleJl.

[Tepen HUM JieXKall TEMHBIM 3aK0YJIOK, OYKBaIbHO ABIIIABIINY ITOPOKOM. Po30BhEIE (hOHAPH,
IBYCMBICIIEHHBIE BEIBECKY U BUTAIKE B BO3OyXe ClIafKOBaThle apOMaThl HE OCTaBJISIN COMHEHHUU B
cnenuduke 3aBenenus. Cap yxe CTOSN y BX0fia, HEOPEKHO CHIIJA cepeOpsHEIMU MOHETaMH TIepef
3aMCKUBAIOIINM 3a3bIBajioN. JlorafilaBIIuCh, Kyfia ero IpruBesd, Biagbika 0eEMOHOB BCIBIXHYIT IO
KOpPHEU BOJIOC.

Ero xBocT mop mnnamom HCIIYTaHHO OINETHHHUIICA W HaMePTBO IIPHU2KaAJICA K IMOsICHHUIIE.

Cropasi OT THeBa ¥ CThIga, Apec Pe3Ko pa3BepHYJCS Ha KabayKax.

— Hu 3a 4T0 Tyma He noupy!
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