Cu-0sH, BUs, KaK Ta 3aJIMIach KPAaCKOH U 3aMsJiach, He B CHJIaX BEIMOJIBHThL HU CJIOBA, MSTKO
yNBIOHYTACh:

— ¢ moHKMMal0, YTO TH MMEEIlb B BUAY. Ero BemuecTBO IIOMHUT CTAPYIO IPUBSI3aHHOCTD, OH JIHIIb
OTBJIEKCSI Ha TOCYOApPCTBEHHEIE fiefla ¥ 1M03a0ksut 0 Tebe. §1 Halily clydail ¥ HaMeKHy eMy Iapy pas,
OH 00513aTEeNILHO 0 TeOe BCIIOMHUT.

— Bbnarogapio 3a MUJIOCTh, TOCIIOXKA, BOT TOJBKO...
— Yro-T0 eme?
W-ryiK3HB cKana 3yObl ¥ TUXO IPOU3HECTIA:

— HeckonbKo fHel Ha3an MMmepaTop CIIpoCHI MeHs, He X04Y JIX S COIPOBOXKAATh €T0 B II0e3[Ke 110
Bay, u Benen mepefgaTh MOe pellleHre Yepe3 Bac, Korja s Bce 06ayMaro.

JIuo cu-¢an nobnegHeno — 3To OBII0 MOA00HO TPOMY Cpenu scHOTo Heba!

Omacasce, 4TO Ta IPUMET 3TO 3a PEBHOCTH U 3aTauT 00Uy, U-TYUKIHD [IOCIEIIHO ITOAHSTIACS,
OTCTyNuJIa Ha LIar U yIaia nepepq cu-¢sii Ha KOJIEHU:

— l'ocnoxka! 4 yxe yBsilia ¥ cocTapuiach, iMmepartop faxke He TOCMOTPUT Ha MeHs1. Ho ecru Ol 5
MOTJIa COITPOBOXKIATh Bac U Ero BenuuecTBo B 3TOM MMOe3[IKe, TAKOM MUIIOCTH XBATUIIO OBI, YTOOKI MBI
C YeTBEPTHIM IIPUHIIEM B CEAYIOILIME TOOBI KUK 10-4eJI0BeYeCKU. YMOJISI0, CXKallbTeCh Hal HaMU,
MaTepnio U ceiHOM! f Oymy BceM cepAleM U AYIION IMPUCTYyKUBATh BaM B Jopore!

Cu-dait Onina r1y00KO IIOpazKeHa U 3aCThljIa B Kpeciie, M03abkB TOMOYb €M TOJHSATHCS.
Bups, 4TO Ta MOJTYUT, U-TYHKIHB TIOHSIA, YTO HaAeXKOH HET, ¥ OTYASTHHO 3aphigasa.

— CecTpHlia, CKOpee BCTaHb, — CU-(P3X OIMMOMHHUIIACh, TOPOILIMBO MOAHSIACh ¥ ITIOMOTJIa € BCTaTh,
XOTSI B ee TOJIOBe BCe ellle lapuia MoJIHasd IIyCToTa.

C ugero 6u1 IMniepaTopy O6paTh B HHCIEKIMOHHYIO [10€30Ky HUKOMY He U3BECTHYIO I'yIK9Hb?

Cu-¢oii caMa omacajach, UYTO He CMOXKET YKJIOHUTHLCS OT ITOe30KH, HO HHKAK He OXKHfasa, YTOo U-
T'YUXK9HD OyIeT U3 KOXKM BOH JI€3Th, JTUIIh OBl TIOJTYYUTh 3TY BO3MOKHOCTD.

— BBl X0THTE CONIPOBOXKAATE €T0 B IOe3[Ke 10 balny? — 0CTOPOKHO CIipocuia Cu-¢pau.

— MeurTato 06 3TOM C yTpa 10 HOUM, — CO CJIe3aMH Ha rjla3axX OTBETUIIA U-TYHXKIHL. — MiMmepaTop
JINYHO CIIPOCUJI MEHS.

— 91 moHsMa, — C HEKOH HEeJIOBKOCThIO TUXUM T'0OJIOCOM CIIPOCHIIa CH-P3H. — THL... X04Uelllb, YTOOHI 5
nepenana MnepaTopy, 4TO TH COTJIaCcHa COIPOBOXKAATh €ro?

Hapexpma B rnasax U-TyH2K3Hb BCIBIXHYJIA C HOBOM CHUJIOM:
— T'ocmozka roToBa IOCOMEMCTBOBATL MHE? DTO MOCIEIHSS HafgexK/a AJIs Hac ¢ CEIHOM!
Ceppue cu-(pai B3OpOTHYTIO.

[To HaType oHa Ovlta mo6poi. M X0Ts OHa MOHMMAJa, YTO U-TYHXKIH IIPHUIIIIA C OTKPOBEHHOCTHIO
JIUIIb Pafgy COOCTBEHHOM BBITOIEI, €M HE XOTEJI0Ch CMOTPETh, KaK Ta BMECTE C UeTBEPTHIM IIPUHIIEM



CJIEIIO BjIe3a€T B 3TH MYTHEIE BOHI.

Ona u CegpMoii ObIJIM OCBHITTaHEl MUAJIOCTSIMU ¥ IPUHUMaK Ha ce0s IypHYIO ciaBy pagu MimmepaTopa,
HO B KOHIIe KOHIIOB UX XOTs Obl 3amuiian Cam MmnepaTop.

A ¥-TYIX3Hb C ee U3HYPEHHHBIM, [T0KEJITeBIINM JIULIOM, 0YEBUAHO, IPOCTPafasa yXke MOJIXKU3HHU.
Ecnu oHa...

— Tl meHCTBUTEIBHO XOUYEIb OTIIPABUTHCS C HUM? — CH-(D3¥ He pelrasach cpa3y OaBaTh COTTIACHE U
IIPUHSATIACH TPENoCTeperaTh KeHIMHY: — Iloe3nka B Baly cBs3aHa € TAKEJBIM U OTTaCHBIM TOPHBEIM
nyteMm. CHaydana HyKHO... TocTpouTh Illyckuit TpakT. Ha 3T0 yiifeT roma Tpu, He MEHBIIIE.

— 4 npoxpgana Gomblle OECATH JIET, TaK HEYKeJIM MeHS MCIYTraloT 3TH Tpu roga? Moo auis 06
OIHOM — TIOMOTUTE MHe, rocnoxa! — M-TyliKaHb 1omnasia Bo ABOpeL B Bo3pacTe BocbMu JieT. OHa He
3HaJla, KaK XXKUBYT JIIOOU 3a CTEHAMHM [IBOPIla, ¥ TeM 6oJiee He IIPeCTaBlisijia, HaCKOJIbKO OIaCHH
TOPHBIE IOPOTH.

B ee mpencTaBiieHny BO JBOPIIE TO U [IEJI0 IePeCTParBalIk IBOPIIH, ¥ TaXKe CPOYHEIE PabOTH
3aBepLIAINCh 3a CEMb-BOCEMb MecsAIeB. UTO TaKoe MPOI0KUTH JOPOTY B ropax 110 CPaBHEHHUIO C
ITUM?

Cu-dait Oorblile He CTajla ee IPeJoCcTeperaTh U UL CIIPOCHIIA:
— A TBOU CHIH 3HaeT 006 3TOM?

Ecnu u-TyiK9Hb TBEPOO HaMepeHa exaTh, OHa He CTaHeT IPeMsSTCTBOBaTh. Ef JIUIIL XOTEI0Ch, YTOOH
MaTh C CBIHOM Bce 06Cynuu, pexae ueM IPUHUMAaTh pellleHue, ¥ TOTOM He BUHUIIU €€.

Cu-¢oit caMa coBepIlIKiia OIPOMHYIO OIMOKY, TONBITABIINCEH YKIOHUTHCS OT aMOuIuii Mimmneparopa, u
He MOTJIa PACKPHITE 3TOT CEKPET OAPYIr'UM HaJIOXKHUIIAM.

V-ryiK9Hb He MOHKMMaJsla, II0YeMy Ta BHE3aIlHO CIIPOCHIIa O YeTBEPTOM IIPUHIlE, HO, IIOOYMaB, Y€CTHO
OTBETHIIA:

—4d pacCka3ajla eMy C CaMOr'o Ha4dalJla. OH TOXKe HafleeTcs, 4To A CMOTY IIOJIYYHUTH Ballle COrjacue,
T'OCIIOXKa.

— JTO KO MHe He OTHOCUTCSI, — OeCcCTpPacTHO IMPOU3Heca CU-Gpai. — 3amoMHK: MIMIepaTop CIIPOCHIT
TBOE MHEHUE, U BH C CHIHOM Bce 06cynunu. S Mory Nuib IepefaTh TBOM OTBET, HO 3TO He 3HAYMUT,
YTO S Jjajla corjacre Ha TBOe pellleHue. 3allOMHHU, 3TO TBOU COOCTBEHHHBIN BHIOOD.

[TopaxkeHHas ee BHE3aIIHOU X0JIOJHOCTHIO, U-TYUK9Hb PAaCTEPSIHHO KUBHYJIA:
— [Ia... ma, 3T0 Moe cobcTBeHHOE pelreHue! Bynbre mobptl, nepenaiite Ero BenuyecTsy!

*

Bepnysmucs B ycanb0y, JIy L3610 He MOT BHIOPOCUTE U3 TOJIOBEL KaPTUHY TOT'0, KaK IEPBHIM IIPUHII C
[YILIO BOCIUTHIBAJ TPETHETO MIPUHIIA. ITO 3penuile OYKBaabHO BPe3ajioch €My B IaMATh.

Pantinie oH crblllian BeIpakeHUE «KUBaTh, KAK IIEeCTUK YECHOK TOJIYEeT», HO BIIEPBLIE YBULET, KaK
KOTO-TO TY3IT C TAKOU XK€ 4acTOTOou!

A YK 3TO JIeJdHO€e JIUIIO ITEPBOIr0 MPHUHITa, MTHOBEHHO OTTasBIlI€e C JOBOJILHEIM BHIOM IIOCJi€ TOTO,



KaK MyXJIBIM MaJIbIIl 3BOHKO YMOKHYJI €T0 B IIEKY...
9T0 OBIIO... BOUCTUHY He3a0kIBaeMO.

Korpa oH yuTtasn poMaH, BCce ero MbIC/IM 3aHuMas JIyH AoTaHb — KH3b HUH, a 0 IepBOM IIPUHIE OH
IIOMHUJI HE TaK YK MHOTO.

CMYTHO IIPUIIOMHUHAJIOCE, YTO IIEPBOTO IIPUHIIA TPOBO3TJIACHIN HaCIeIHBIM IIPUHIIEM JIET B IBafiLIaTh,
HO CITyCTSI HECKOJIBKO JIET PedOPMEI ITPOBAIUITUACE, ¥ €0 JIUIIUIN TUTYIIA.

B nocnegHuii pa3 CBEPrHYTHIM HACIEOHBIN IPUHI IOSIBIIAJICS Ha CTpPaHKLIaX pOMaHa HaKaHyHe
KOHYMHBI MMmepaTopa.

Torma MMnepaTop MMYHO BO3TJIaBUI BOEHHHIH MOX0M. B mocnegHeM peliaioiieM CpaxkKeHUU OH,
IOJIZKHO OBITh, TTOMIA/ICS a3apTy ¥ CaM IIOBETI TIEPEIOBOM OTPSI KOHHUIIH B ITIOT'OHIO 3@ OTCTYIIAIOIIUM
Bparom. B pe3ynbTaTe OHM MOMAJX MOM BHE3AIHEIN yaap 3acafbl ¢ ¢anra. MMmepaTop OB paHeH
IIaJIbHOM CTPEJION M 0Ka3aJiCs 3axKaT B TITyXOM 'OPHOM YIIesbe, U3 KOTOPOTo He OBITI0 BHIXOMaA.

CBepl"HYTbII;I HaCJIeTHbIN IIPUHII TOI'da TO2K€e HaXOOUJICA B IIOXOMOe. Y3HaB, 4TO ero BEHIIEHOCHBIM OTEIl
IoIaJl B OKPyXKeHHue, OH XO0TEJI BRIIBUHYTh BOMCKa Ha BBEIPYYKY.

OpHako KOMaHIOBABIIKM BOMCKAMU TeHepas nmpuxoguics 6patoM TyH-Gai. bpaT u cecTpa
IeiCTBOBAJIX B CTOBOPE ¥ TOJIBKO U XKaanu, moka ¢ iMnepatopoM cinyuutcs Oena. Pa3Be MOr oH faTh
CBEPrHYyTOMY HaCJIeIHOMY IIPHHIY XOTh OFMHOTO COJIaTa?

He Haligsg HUKaKOY MOAAEPKKY, CBEPTHYTHIM HaCJIeOHBIM IIPUHI] B KOHIIE KOHIIOB TAKOM yBeJl
MMIIEPATOPCKYIO IBapAMI0 — BCET0 IMECThCOT BOCEMbIECAT Y€JIOBEK — U IIOf IOKPOBOM HOYHU
COBEPILIUJI CTPEMUTEIIBHEIN HaJIeT Ha yIIesbe.

Bosee mecTucoT 0oTOOPHBIX BOMHOB PUCKOBAJIU KU3HSIMHU, TIPOOUBasCh CKBO3b BPaXKeCKHE PSIbI U
IPUKPHIBas 0TX0f. [Tocie 11e10ii HOYX KPOBaBOTO 605 OHU CyMeJIH BHIPBATh OKPYKEHHOT0
VimmepaTopa U3 J1all MHOTOTHICSTYHOM BPaxKeCKON apMUH.

K pacCCBeTy U3 BCen I'BapOuu B 2KUBEIX OCTAJIOCH JIUIb 9YyTh 00JIBbIIIE COTHHU YeJIOBEK.

CBEPrHyTHIY HACTIETHBIN TPUHI] OB MMPOH3EH HECKOJIBKUMHU CTpenaMu. Korma OH JoCTaBuUII
HmnepaTtopa B 1arepb, 00HaPYKUIIOCh, UTO OH MCIIYCTHU IIOCTEOHIH BAOX IIPSIMO B CEfJIe, 0
IIOCIEIHEr0 MTHOBEHUS CXKUMas B pyKax 00eByIo anebapmy.

Camoe Tparu4dHoe, 41o I/IMHepaTopa TaK ¥ HE yOaJIOCh CIIaCTH — OH CKOHYAJICA OT 3aPaXKe€HHUA PAaHEI.

CBeprayThY HaCJeOHBIM IPUHI] HAIIPpacHO OTHAll XKU3Hb, MIMIepaTpulia TALIKAIIACE CHIHA, U IPU
nBope Benukoii LIy B 0HO MTHOBEHKE BCE IEPEMEHUIOCE.

BTopoii npuHIl, y3HaB o rubenu crapinero 6parta, uc4es B Ty ke HOYb. JIMIIb IT03Ke JOIIIN CIYXHU,
YTO OH IMPHUHS IOCTPUT U OTIPABUIICS CTPAHCTBOBATH IO CBETY.

Kaszanoch, camo He60 IIOTBOPCTBOBAJIO TYH-(P3i: BCTYNHUB B CrOBOP ¢ OpaToM, oHa npubpaja K pykam
yIpaBlieHUe TOCYOapCTBOM, YCIIEIIHO MOAesala 3aBellanue, IIogaBUila HeJOBOIbCTBO CAHOBHIKOB U
BO3BeJla Ha IIPECTOJI TPETHETO ITPUHIIA.

B OPUTHUHAJIBHOM POMaHe€ 3TOT IIepuoa OBIIT OOHUM M3 CAMBIX MPAYHEBIX B 2KM3HH I'JTABHOT'O Irepo4.

Kus3io Huny Torpa ObIJIO OT CUJIHL JIET ecsATh. F3-3a TOTO, YTO Ha ero MaTyLIKY-HaIl0XHUILY



CBITIAJIMCE IIPOKJIIATHA CO BCEX CTOPOH, €Ir0 KW3Hb BO IBOPIE CTalla HEBLIHOCHMOM. I'TaBHEIMHU €T0
OImopaMu ObLIH OyIIX B HEM HE YasBIINN CBepTHYTBIfI HaCJIeOHBIN IIPpUHI U 0Teu-I/IMnepaTop,
KOTOpBIfI OTHOCHIJICA K HEMY BIIOJIHE 0J1ar0OCKJIOHHO.

B uTOre CBEPrHYTHIN HACIEOHBIN IPUHII TOTHO, IMIIepaTop CKOHYAJICS, @ TAWHCTBEHHLIH BTOPOKI
Opat ncnapuics 6e3 ciefa.

He6o Hap ronoBoi 10HOTO KHA351 HUHA PyXHYIO0, CO3[aB uaeanbHyIO TOYBY AJII Hayasla ero
TIOTPYKEHUS BO TEMY.

Korpa Jly 113b1510 yuTas 3Ty riaBy, OH OB B IIOJTHOM BOCTOPTe, OyMasi: «Hy HaKOHEL-TO 3TOT
Oe3bIHUITMATHBHBIN TJIaBHLIM T'ePOH ITOKAXKeT, Ha YTO CIIoCo0eH!»

OpmHako Terneph, HAXOMSICh BHYTPHU 3TOM pPearbHOCTH, CTOUT eMy IIPeACcTaBuTh Oymyiiee... be3 mepBoro
IIPUHIIA, KOTOPHIA TaK 60P0 YUUsI KU3HU OpaTa, KAKOBO IPUAETCSI €My U MyXJIOMY MaJIbIITy?

Kommap kakou!

XoTh OB BTOPOM MPHHII, KOTHA OTIPABUTCS CTPAHCTBOBATH, IIPUXBATHII C COOOM €Tr0 U MajIeHbKOI0
KHA35% Huna.

Pasmuimss 06 9TOM, OH TOJIKHYJI OIBE€PEL X BOIIEJI B CIIAJIBHIO BOCTOYHOT'O (l)J'[I/Il"eJ'IH.
3aKpBIB OBEPHb, OH BHE3AIIHO YCJIBIIIAJI B KOMHATE IIETY0K.

Jly 1131510 B3OPOTHYJI OT HEOXKUOAHHOCTH U, TOBEPHYB T00BY, yBumasn Cios LloHa, KOTOPHIH C
BBEITYYEHHBIMU TJIa3aM¥ CTOST Y KPOBATH.

BpaThks Mosiya yCcTaBUINCEH APYT Ha ApyTa.

C1o5 LI10H KaK HU B YeM He ObIBAJI0O pPa3BI3HOM ITOXOAKOM HAMPaBUICA K BHIXOTY.
Jly 1LI3BI90 OJHSAT PYKY, IIepeKphIBas eMy IyTh, X XOJIOMHO CIIPOCHII:

— Yto TH 3a0BIT B MO€H CIlajbHe?

— Bpar npumen K Tebe mourpaTk, HeIb3s1, 4YTO IU? — Harjo 3asBuil Cios LioH.

Jly LI3BIsI0 KpaeM ria3a B3TJISHYI ITOM KPOBATh U 3aMETHII, YTO CIIPSITAHHBIA CYHIYYOK BHITAIEH
HapyXky Ha mo6pyio monoBuHy. OH cpa3y moHs, 4To Cio3 L[}0H TOIBKO YTO IBITAJICS B3JIOMATh 3aMOK.

— Tot xoTen ykpacTs Mou Bemu? — JIy LI3b150, HUUYTh HE YCTYIIas, YCTABUIICS Ha MalbYHKa,
KOTOPHIN OBLT Ha T'OJIOBY BHIIIE €TO.

— YKpacTs TBou Bemu? [la 4TO THI TaM TaKOTO CpaMHOTro cupstan? — Cro3 L[10H CBUpPeno BO33pUiICI
Ha Jly LI3b1510. — YTO 9TO 3a LIBETHHIE WITYKOBUHEI THI 103aBYepa CKUTaJl B MEJHOM Ta3y?
[Tpu3HaBayics YeCTHO, He TO g ceidac ke IPUBey CTapylo rOCIoXKY, YTOOb OHa 0ObICKasia TBOM
CYHOYK!

Jly 1I3e1s10 o6omrten. Kak 9TOT Masiel] y3Hall, UYTO OH TaKOM CXKUTaJl YTO-TO B KOMHATe?

OH BeOb CKUTa JIUITh YIIaKOBKHY OT 00MeHEeHHBIX IIPOOYKTOB, 1 IBEPU C OKHAMHA OBLTIH TIJIOTHO
3aKPBITEL — €r'0 HHU 3a YTO He MOI'JIN 3aceun!



— Tl cam 3TO CKa3ajl, — X0NO0AHO YXMbIIbHYNCA JIy LI3bI510, HUUYTh HE pacTepsaBIIuCh. — Uau u
TIPUBEIN CTAPYIO I'OCIOXKY IPsiMO ceryac! [TocMOTpuM, Kak Thl 0OBSICHUIIIL, YTO MTPOJIE3 B MO0
KOMHATY, IIOIBITAJICS B3JIOMATh 3aMOK, a KOT{la HUYEero He BBIIIO0, 000Jran MeHs, 6yaTo s mpsavdy
YTO-TO HEIPUCTOWHOE.

Bce oOMeHeHHbIe IPONYKTHL XpaHUIUCh B MarasuHe «Bbpelib», Tak YTO B CyHOYKe He 0CTaBasioCh
HUKAKUX CIIeI0B OT YIIaKOBOK.

Ha camoMm fienie 06epTKu TOKe MOXKHO OblsI0 yOupaTh B MarasuH «bpemb», HO 00beM XpaHUIHUILIA
COCTaBIISIT BCEro oguH Kybuueckui Metp. JIy 113b1510 cTpaman nepheKImoHu3MOM U He TepIien
Oecrnopsigka, I03TOMY YHHYTOXKAJ HEHYZKHEIE YIIAKOBKH OTHEM.

Mycopa HaOupanoCch HEMHOTO: MSTHIN MPUHI] HE CIUIIKOM JII00MJI CIIafoCTH, IeCTOM IIPHHIL eJ1 MaJlo,
Y JIUIIB TYXJIRIA MaJbIl 00BIYHO 06 BeHacs, Tak YTO B JEHb TPUXOOUIIOCH CXKUTATh OT CHUJIH TISTh-
IIIEeCTh MEJIKUX [aKeTUKOB.

Cro3 110H BeITapamuics Ha Hero, cobupasich OPOCUTh KaKyoo-HUOYAb yIbTUMATUBHYIO YTPO3Y, YTOOHI
3anyraTs JIy LI3b150, HO IIPU MBICIIH O TOM, YTOOB 0OpaIlaThCs K CTapOM IOCI0XkKe, CTPYCHII.
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