Ecnu 661 AHTU-MOHUTOP TOJTBKO MOT BUAETH MapsiIyio B 3epkanbHoM Mupe CTopoxkesyio barrHio, a
TOYHEe — CTPaHHYI0 chepy, YTo Kpayiach Yy HOXKKHU CToJa B KoH(pepeH1I-3ane... Chepy, MeIeHHO
TPUOINKAIOUIYIOCS K TEM HEMHOTUM BBIXKUBIIKM, KTO €II1€ 0CTaBaJICs B 3TOM 3acTHIBIIeM Mupe. Eciu
ObI OH YBHUMIEN €€, TO HaBePHSIKa U3YMJIEHHO OKPYTIIUA OBl IJTa3a U CIPOCHUI:

— IecaTeii MeTann? KakuM BETPOM €ro Ccrofa 3aHeco?

Ho 3enénsiii PoHApS, LIETUKOM COCPENOTOUYMBIINKCS Ha yIIPABIE€HUN MEHTAJIbHEIM BOIJIOIIEHUEM
Hapka Jlyruansi, pa3yMeeTcs, He coOUpascs OrIsgbIBaThCA Ha3a. A 3TOT CTPAHHBIM CT'YCTOK
[ecsaToro MeTania TO IlepeiuBajICsa KUOKOU PTYThIO, TO YIPYTUM MIYUKOM [IePEKaTHIBAJICSI OT
OIHOTO YKPBITHS K Apyromy. OH mBuUTajncs a0ComOTHO 6ecIIyMHO, CKpaabiBas Tr00bie BUOPAIHH, TaK
YTO Jaxe YabTpaMeH ACK C ero HeBEepPOSITHBIM, 000CTPEHHBLIM CIIYXOM He 3al0g03pUIT YyXKOT0
IIPACYTCTBUS.

Brpouem, Kugkui MeTall, HeBeJOMEIM 00pa30M IIPOHUKIINY B 3ePKaJIbHYI0 BCEJIEHHYIO,
IenCTBUTEIbHO 00/1aan 3a4aTkaMu padymMa. OH C JTI00O0MBEITCTBOM BBITSITUBAJICS, IPUITOMHUMASICh
HaJl ITOJIOM U PA3TJISIAbIBasi CTOSIINX HEIIOOAIEKY KUBHIX CYIIIECTB.

Ero mpuseso cioma MArkoe, Témnoe ceeyeHue. Korga ruraHTsl CBeTa BMECTe CO CBOMMH COI3HUKAMHU
TIepelarHyiay IIOPor 3TOr0 3aCTHIBIIET0, 6€3MOJIBHOTO MUPA, UX KOJIOCCAIbHAs S9HEPTUS
BCKOJIBIXHYJIA TPOCTPAHCTBO. B Macmtabax peasnbHOM BCelleHHON 3TH KoneOaHus MoKa3aauch Okl
HUYTOXKHBIMH, €[Ba YJIOBUMBIMHU UCKPaMH, HO [IJIs HETIOABUKHOT0 3€PKaTbHOT0 MHUpPAa U YYTKOTO
IecsaToro MeTasia OHY MPO3BYyYaiy Og0o0HO TPOMY Cpefu CHOTo Helba.

BenmoMeIii 3TUM 30BOM, €IUHCTBEHHBIM 00UTaTENh 3€pKaIbHOT'0 MUPA IIPEOO0JIeNT TPOCTPAHCTBEHHEIE
Oapbepsl U IPOHUK BHYTPh CTOpOKeBoU BamrHu.

Bynyuu mepBOpOIHON MaTepueii, U3 KOTOPO KOTfia-To KOBajIoCh caMo ObiTrie B ['opHMIE MUpPOB,
IecsTHIM MeTasl MOT IpUHUMATH M100yio GopMy 10 Bojie cBoero co3maTtens. Chepa MTHOBEHHO
yJI0BHUJIa MEHTaJIbHbIE 9MaHallMy MOJIOObIX BOMHOB. CTOUIIO €M COMPUKOCHYTHCI C pa3yMOM CBETOBOTO
UCITO/IMHA, KaK e€ OYKBaIbHO 3aBOPOKHUII ONUH 00pa3 — 3alevyaT/IEHHBIN B €T0 IaMSITH BeJTHKUH
KOCMMUYeCKul 3Bepb. Hempencka3yeMeli, MOTJIONIAIONINM 66CKOHEUHbIE CHOBUNEHUS, HETI00eqUMBI,
CIJIOBHO COMIEMAIINY CO CTPAHUIl IPEBHUX JIETEH]I.

«Xo4y cTaTh TaKuM XKe. X04y 3Ty GpopMy».

STa MHICTb IyCTHTIA TTTy00KKe KOPHY B e€[lBa MPOOYyAUBIIEMCS CO3HAHUK METaJITnYeCKOou ChepHl.

«Kak MHe IIpeBpaTUTHCS B HEYTO CTOJIb K€ BeJindeCcTBeHHOe? Kak cTaTh caMbIM CUJIBHBEIM []eCSATHIM
MeTaJIJIoOM BO BCeX MUpax?»

HekoTopoe BpeMs m1ap Bo30yKAEHHO BUOPHUPOBAJI U CKUMAJICS, IT0Ka HaKOHEI[ He C000pas3uJl, 4To
HYKHO fientlaTh. OH TUXOHBKO CKOJIb3HYJI BIIEPEN, 0KA3aBIUKCh IIPSIMO 3a CIIMHON YeJI0BEYECKOT0 Tesla
BOWHA CBeTa.



«Pa3 VXK g4 MOTY MEHATHCA I10 BOJIE XO034dKWHA, MHE ITPOCTO HY2KHO COEJIATh 3TO CyIeCTBO CBOUM
rocronuHoM. Torga s CMOT'Y IIPDUHATE 3TOT HeBepOﬂTHBIIZ 0071HK! »

[To cepe6GpuCTOl TOBEPXHOCTH ITapa npobexkasa pafyXKHas, IPUYyIInBasi ObIMKa. [eCSaThIi MeTas
HayvaJl [IJIaBUThCS, MEHSIST OUePTaHuUs U ITpeBpalasch B HEKoe mogodue 3apoxparouierocs Motuyca
— BSI3KUH, cepeOpucTo-6eblit CrycToK. BouH cBeTa faxe He Ienoxuyncs. OH ¥ He I0H03peBallt, YTo
TOJIKO YTO HEBOJIHO CBsI3aJl ce0s1 HEPYIIMMBIMU y3aMU C UyIONeHCTBEHHEIM METAJIJIOM, CIIOCOOHBIM
MCKaXaTh CaMy PeajibHOCTb.

Cuenapuii [I3xelicoHa B KOHIIe KOHIIOB IIPOIIET CTPOTYI0 IieH3ypy batmeHa. CoOpaBIIKUCh C MBICTIAMY,
ACK mepexBaTUJI KOHTPOJIb Hafl TEJIOM Y CBOETO YeJI0BeUeCKOro BoIomeHus. OH IPUTrOTOBUIICS
CBHITPaTh CBOIO POJIb Oe3yNpPEYHO, ell€ He 3Has, KaKol CIOPIIPU3 IPUTOTOBUIIA eMy CyAb0a.

Buesanno Kpacueriii Po6uH, TombKO 4TO 6ypHO 00CyKAaBIINy IjaH ¢ baTMeHoM, 3aMep Kak
BKOTIAHHBIN. Ero MUII0 MCKA3UIOCh B SPOCTHOM, 6e3M0nIBHOM O0pb0e. B TEMHOM yrosike oO0IIero
co3HaHus [[KeiCcoH u TUM OTHasHHO fenunu 6pa3fsl IpaBiIeHUs, U3-3a YEro CO CTOPOHEI Ka3asocCh,
OynTo oHoma ORETCSA B HEBUIUMOM IUXOPaZiKe, & eT0 B3TJIA[ TO CTEKJIEHEeeT, TO BHOBb 0OpeTaeT
IIyTaIOMIyI0 OCMBEICTIEHHOCTb.

— JIxericoH? — BIepBrle TUM HAIIPSIMYIO BO33Bajl K CO3HAHUIO, 3allepTOMY BHYTpU Hero. [lonoxkeHnue
OBbLIIO OTYATHHBEIM: JTI000M, ¥ KOTo OBLUIM r'1a3a, MOHJ Obl, YTO 3anepThill B Tene BaTMeHa napeHb
YyTOOuJl B CMEPTENIbHYI0 JIOBYIIKY. — [IxkeucoH! He nonnasaiics ero BnusgHun0! O4HUCH!

— Baboyku... — BHE3AMHO BEINOXHY KpacHeii Po6uH. I'onoc ero o60pBacs, a B3TIIS OKOHYATETbHO
OMyCTeJI. YCTABUBIIKCH B HEIIPOIISOHYIO YePHOTY 3a 0KHOM CTOPOKeBoi BalHu, oH mpobopMoTat
3T0 6eCCMEICIIEHHOE CJI0BO.

— Babouku? — B3TMeH MTHOBEHHO HAaCTOPOXKUIICS, IIPOCIIEAUB 3a ero 6e3yMHBIM B3TJISIIOM, HO 3a
CTEKJIOM LlapHfia JIUIIb NycToTa. — Kakue emé 6abouku? YTo ¢ ToOOM, MambunK?

— OH ugeT... — MefeHHo nmpou3Hec [KercoH. Ero Bois 0Ka3anach HACTONILKO CHUJIbHA, YTO OHA
IIOAYHUCTYIO [TI0faBuiia Co3HaHue Tuma. — 41 BUEN ero BO CHe.

— Te1 He cnuib, [IKenCcoH, — BaTMeH MONBITalICS BEPHYTh €0 K pealbHOCTH. BugeTs CBOEro
BOCIIUTAHHUKA U3 APYTOro MUPA B COCTOSIHUY MTOJTHOTO OTPELIeHUsT ObIJI0 HEBEIHOCUMO. — CIIBIIINIIE
MeHs? OTO He COH.

— Kyna oH mepXkuT myTh? — IMapeHb COBEPIIEHHO He pearupoBajl Ha BHELIHNE pa3apaxuTtenu. O
CJIOBHO 3aTepsijics B TabupuHTax COOCTBEHHOTO pa3yMa. — ... KTO g Temepb?

— Ixeiicon! Ounucs! Tebe HENMB3 Ha 3TO CMOTPETh! — TUM Ha [0JII0 CEKYHAH BepHYN cede
KOHTPOJIb Hafl TEJIOM, HO pa3yM Tonma cHoBa 0e3:kal0CTHO HaKPhUI er0 BOMHOU. — TOYHO... I BeIb
Po6uH... Kakast peIKOCTb — YBUIETh €ro CHOBA... 1 MOomKeH mogo0paThcs O/1MxKe, ITOKa eCTh LIAHC.
[lonxkeH y3HaTh, KaK CIIaCTH... KaK BHITAlUTh... b.



O uém oH menTtan? ITouemy TUM TaK OTYASTHHO IBITAJICS 3aKPHITh eMy 0030p? Bompocos 6b110
OosbIlle, YeM OTBETOB, HO MHOT'OJIETHHUH OIIBIT IIOJCKA3kIBall BaTMeHY: celiyac HYKHO TF000H IIeHOH
BBITAQIIUTh CO3HAHNE MAJIbYUINKN U3 TOM IIYYUHE], B KOTOPOM OHO yBSI3aslo.

— B ronose... Tak urymur... Ho s cupasntocs. [laiiTe MHe CEKYHTY, S HAUy OTBET, — JIUI[O IOHOILH,
OTpa3uBIIeecs B 3epKajbHOU 00mmBKe CTOPOXKeBOM BalHu, BOPYT MOMIIBIIO U UCKa3UI0Ch, CIOBHO
Ha HEro CMOTPEeJIM CKBO3b TPECHYBINYIO TUH3Y. — [IONEITaThCS OOOJIET... CIOXKET... bap6aToc...
CJIMILIKOM BCE 3aIlyTaHoO... CIACTU... HEBO3MOXKHO IIPOMO/IXKATh... BATMEH... eIUHCTBEHHBIN CII0COO...
HaCHUJILHO 000PBaTh BCE...

«CI0XKeT CITUIIKOM 3aIlyTajcs, IPOA0KaTh HEBO3MOXKHO, eIUHCTBEHHEIHM CIT0CO6 — HACHIIBHO
000pBaTh BCE?»

BaTMeH MEBICTIEHHO COENWHUT Pa3pO3HEHHEIE KYCKU (pa3. ITU UyXK/able OPYT OPYTY MEBICIH,
coenmuHEHHEIE B OPEIOBOM [TOTOKE CO3HAHUS [[3KeWCOHA, 3aCTaBUIM €TI0 CEPAIe CKATHCS OT
HenoOporo IpPeauyBCTBUS.

— IIxeticon! OTBeTh MHE, YTO ThHI TaM BUIMIIL?!

— Mertann... OTKpOeT NpoXof... [lecATr MeTall... pafu... MUpa... Ha caMoM gHe ['opHuna...
IIOCTaBUTh TOYKY, — 0€3y4acTHO IIe[uI TapeHb, YeKaHs Kaxkaoe cjaoBo. Ho B cnemytomuit Mur Tum
OyKBaJIbHO BRIPBAJI KOHTPOJIb HaJ T'OJIOCOBLHIMY CBSI3KaMH U 3aKpHyall, 3aibIXasich OT yxKaca: — YEpT
nobepu, [IkelicoH, Bo3Bpalaiicsi! Eciu TH He 0CTaHOBUIILCS, 3TOT YOIIONOK. ..

B 3TOT MOMEHT sipKasi cepeOpucTas BCIILIIKA C €IBa 3aMETHEIM PafyKHLIM OTJIMBOM O3apuiia
3epKanbHBEY MUP. CBET ONOCHYI 0 Tna3aM 3eneHoro ®onaps. Kaim pe3ko pa3BepHYJCS, HO
1103aAu ObIJIO MyCTO. PelIuB, YTO 3TO JIUIIH 0TOIECK BHEILTHETO B3PHIBA, OH BEPHYJICS K YIIPaBIEHUIO
MapuoHeTKou [lapka Jlyruams.

)%k

A B 9TO BpeMsi B caMoOM ceppile ytoroBa bap6aToca u ero Prittapeit Koirmapa pa3pmancs
OTJIYIIUTENbHBINA, TEKTOHUYECKUY IPOXOT. 3eMJISI YXOMUIIa U3-TI0M HOT. [IpsiMo mocpenu ux 6a3sl
MaTepuanru30Baach KOjaoccaabHasi, UaeanbHo Kpyriasa cdepa.

Kaiin PauiHep omapallleHHO yCTaBUICS Ha MaXUHY BEICOTOU IIOf OBafLaTh YETHIpe MeTpa, KoTopas
nosiBuiack OyKBaJIbHO 3a ceKyHAy. OHa BuOpHpoBasa, u3faBas KyTKUN MeXaHUYeCKUH T'yJI, TOX0KUN
Ha TSXKEJI0e [IbIXaHNWe 3aTHaHHOTO 3Bep, ¥ IepeiuBalach NOTyCTOPOHHUM HEOHOBEIM CBETOM.

— INa napHo... YTO0 3TO eIré 3a xpeHb?! — He caepxkan saMonui 3eneéHwii oHapsk.

Cdepa nynmbcupoBasa, HAMOMHSS 3aJT MyTAIIUME 3ByKaMu. baTMeH, efiBa B3TJISIHYB Ha 9TO
TIOPOXKJIeHNEe YyKOT0 Pa3yMa, MTHOBEHHO y3HaJl ero.



«Mortnmyc?..»

[TockonbKy Kaiin Ha CeKyHAy OTBIEKCS, ero [lapk JIyrusnb cpearupoBall Ha yrpo3y 4yTh I03XKe
ocTanbHHX TéMHEIX BoTMeH0B. Ho Xym0KHUK-KOMUKCUCT OLICTPO COPUEHTHPOBAJICS: BMECTO TOT'O
yTOOBI BCTATh B 00€BYIO CTOMKY, OH 3aCTaBUJI CBOETO TUT'aHTa IIOKAYHYThCS, IIPUAB eMy
3aTOPMOKEHHBIN, COHHBIA BHUI.

OSTa meTanb He YKpHIIach OT BHUMaHUS baTMeHa KTo CMeéTcsi. YCbiaB TUX0 CeTeBIIee ¢ ryd
Bproca uMs, X0XOTyH MIHOBEHHO COnOCTaBul GakThl. OH BCIIOMHUT UCTOPUIO IPOUCXOXOeHNS [lapka
JIyruassg u ero ynoMUHaHUS O JPEeBHEM OEeMOHHYECKOM O0KeCTBe.

— MotTuyc? — Ge3yMHas yXMBIJIKa Ha Jiuile X0X0TYyHA CTaja ellé mupe, o6HaxX)as oCTphle 3yOHL.
CnacutesnbHasi CBIBOPOTKA IIPOTUB ra3a MATKOCEPAeUYnsi, KOTOPYIO Tak 6epexkHO CHHTe3UpoBasa
Kpacuas CmepTh, Oblla YHUUTOXKEHA B IIBUIL 3TOM cepoit. [InaHkl pyUInanuch Ha ria3axX. X0X0TyH
IIPOOIKaJl CKaIUThCS, HO B er0 0e3yMHBIX I'jla3ax 0osiblile He OblI0 Becenbs. CUTyanus IOJIHOCTHIO
BBIIIIIA U3-TI07 KOHTPOJIA.

— Kakas nepBoOBITHAS, yKacamolas Molllb, — IIpopokoTan bap6aToc. OTpoOMHEBINM TEMHBIM JPaKOH,
KOT[a-To MpeJaBIIiii CBOET0 CO3[aTes, TeNepb COOPOTHYJICS OT BHE3AIIHOT 0 IIPUCTYIIa JIUIKOTO,
HeoOBSICHUMOTO0 cTpaxa. — UTo 3T0 3a TBaph? Emie oguH BaTMeH u3 rinyOuH KOMIMapoB?

Hapk JIyruanb xpauun rpo6oBoe monmdanue. OH 6e3ydacTHO B3UpPas Ha TO, KaK XKYTKUAN
MeTaJIM4eCKUH Iap KPYIIUT BCE Ha CBOEM IIyTH, Pa3HOCS B LIENKKA BOEHHYIO TEXHUKY U IIOPTaIH,
IpUroTOBIeHHbIE PritapsimMu KolitMapa [/t BTOP2KEHUS B pealbHBIA MUP.

— Bbarmen! Kakoro xpeHa Th cTouIIb 6e3 mena?! — B3peBes X0XO0TYH, YbM aTAKU He TTPUYHHSIIN
chepe HU Manediiero Bpefa. OH efBa yCIell yBEPHYTHCS OT KaTSIIeNCs Ha HEero CTeHH cepebpsHOTo
MeTana. — XBaTHUT CIlaTh Ha xony! BrIklapibiBail BCE, YTO 3HaelIb 00 3TOM ypomie!

BaTMeH, KpaeM yxa JI0BS TaHUYeCKUe KPUKY B KaHaJle CBSI3H, JIUIIh IPEe3PUTENIbHO TIOKOCUIICS Ha
OecHYyIOIIET0Cs KIIOYHA.

«Pay OB TOMOYE, la He X04y. BrpoueM, Moé Ge3[eiiCcTBIE IPecieqyeT COBCEM HHYIO eI,

)k

* «OTKyma 3mech B3syica MoTtuyc?! — JIKelCOH eqBa CAepKuBajl QUKWUM, HCTOIIHBIM BOII/Ib, TIOCHLIA
IMaHWYEeCKUe CUTHAJIBL Yepe3 MeHTallbHYI0 CBsI3b. — [loueMy OH 3pmech?! Heyxkenu Mo CleHapuu
MaTepHuasr30Ball 3TOI0 MOHCTPA MPSIMO U3 HEOBITUS? ! »*

* «4 xe npocun Tebs He 6anoBaThCA C CUJIaMu MoTuyca... — pa3facs B ero roJIoBe CIIOKOMHBIH
ronioc KypsHzas I'asg. ToT Kak pa3 ycren chenaTh IJI0TOK MIUIY4Yero JIMMOHAaa, KOTOPEIM ero YIrOCTUIL
®mam, ¥ egBa He momnepxHyscsa. — Ycnokoucs, Ack. [Toka Bap6aToc u ero py4ssie KoIIMapsl 3aHATH



aToit chepol, HaM HUYETO He YTPOKAET. ITO UTPAET HAM Ha PyKy».*

* «Tol ipaB, [aii... 3BUHM, 51 TPOCTO He 0KHUAa TaKOTO II0BOPOTA, — IIOHEMHOTY IIPUXO0[s B cebs,
oTo3Bascs Ack. — [laHukoBaTh HeKorfga. Hy>kHO CPOYHO BBISICHUTB, OTKYHa Y 3TOr0 JeMOHNYECKOTO
3BepPs. BBIPOCTIU HOTU» . *
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