— Brl HE GYI[GTG €CTb s1I0JT0K0? — OOUH M3 OeTel, He B CUax CoepzXKaThb JII00OTIBITCTBO, CIIPOCHII
3BOHKHUM OETCKHM I'OJIOCOM.

— 4 cwIT, ocTaBmio Ha 3aBTpa, — CTUBeH yOpan S06/10K0 B CYMKY U, HalllyllaB BHYTPU YTO-TO TBEPLOE,
IOCTAJI IBe MaJIeHbKKE BEIIUIIEL.

YcnriaB oTBET, peOEHOK, B KOTOPOM eIIé TeIIniack po00CTh, PafloCTHO paclaxHyJ I'1a3a, Ho,
TJISIHYB Ha CBOE s10710K0, 3aKojebancs:

— Torga u g 0CTaBIIO Ha 3aBTpa...

On TOBOPHUIJI TAK, HO €My SABHO HE XO0TEJIOCh PAaCCTAaBAThCA C HAOKYCaHHBIM IIJIOOOM.

— He Hapo nogpaxaTh MHe. Ecnu oTKycutib s6710K0 CETOfIHs, 3aBTPa OHO yKe He OyOeT TakKuM
BKYCHEIM, — CTUBEH C MHTepPecoM HabJiofias 3a ero MeTaHUuSIMHU.

— O! — pebGEHOK TPOCBETEN U CHOBA IIPUHSJICS C YIIOEHUEM I'PHI3Th CBOE S0JI0KO.

IeTel XOpOII0 KOPMUIIK: IIYCTh Ha PyKaBaX Hen30exKHO OBIIM MSITHA, HO ofeXkaa Obla TEMION 1
moOPOTHOM, Ha HOTaX — CAIl0XKKK M3 OJIeHbeH KOXKH, ¥ laXKe Ba/IM OT OTHS X IIEKH OCTABAJIKCh
pPyMsiHBIME, 6e3 crefa XymoOHL.

— B&I aBaHTIOPUCT? A YeM 3aHUMAIOTCS aBaHTIOPUCTH? — B060u, Kys s0710K0, Cropast OT
M0O0IBITCTRA.

— ABaHTIopI/ICTBI XKUBYT B I[PIKOfI IIpupoae U 94aCTO HOYYIOT IO OTKPBITEIM H860M, — YJ'ILI6HYJ'ICH
CTuBeH, IIPpOTATHUBAAd UM OBE KOH(l)eTbI, KOTOpPEIE€ OOCTAJl U3 CYMKHU.

IeTu c HeOyMeHNEM B3SITIU UX, HO, YBUOEB 00EPTKU, PalOCTHO BCKPUKHYIIH:

— O#1, 370 KOHbETHI!

— A aBaHTIOPUCTH MOTYT eCTh KOH(peTH?! — 50601 MrHOBEHHO 1103a0bI/I 0 CBOMX IIPEKHUX CTPaxax.

— Hert, y mens mpu cebe TOIBKO 3TO Ja MOPKOBKa. JTO OJApoK, Bcero aBe, — CTUBEH BOBCE HE
XOT€JI CO3[aBaTh Y MaJIbIIIel POMaHTUYECKUH 06pa3 CTPaHCTBUH.

®epma Onlya 3aKWTOYHOM: YET0 CTOUIIU XOTS OBl IpHBE3EHHBIE X03MHOM YTOJIb ¥ 3€PHO [la CTaja
ckora. 2Ku3Hb nacTyxa, BO3MOXKHO, ¥ CKy4YHa, HO OHa Kyfa Oe3onacHee npukmoodeHnil. OfHaKo geTu
He 0C0OeHHO BHUKAJM B €0 CJI0Ba: BCE UX BHUMaHUe OBLIO TOTJIOIeHO KOHGEeTaMu, U OHU JaxKe Ha
BpeMs 3abb1iu 0 g6710Kax, mopderas K pOOUTENIAM, YTOOB pa3feIuTh C HUMU PafgoCTh.



— O, 970 ke KoH(peTH 13 naBKu bpaHga! — BHICOKMYU MyXK4YKHa Cpa3y y3HaJl UX U IOBEPHYJICA K
CtuBeHy. — JTO CIIULIKOM [JOPOTOY MOJapoK!

— IlycTaky, IPOCTO OKa3aluCh IPU MHe, — yNBIOHYICS CTUBEH.

— HyxHo nmo6iarogaputse... — MyK4YuHa 3anHyncs: — Kak Bac 30ByT?

— CTuBeH, — ImpeCTaBUICS TOT.

— IMo6naromapuTte rocnoguHa CTUBeHa, — MYXKYHMHA MTOTJIAANII JeTel 0 T0JI0BaM H, KOrfa Te C
PaJOCTHEIMU KpHUKaMHu 1o0ekanyu K KpaCUBOMY aBaHTIOPUCTY, HAIIPABUIICS K OBepu: — JIuHOa, g
IIOMAY IIPOBEPIO OBELL.

— XOpOH.IO, — OOHECJIOCh U3 CIIaJIbHH.

X03sMH BHIIIEIT, ¥ CHOBA OTYETIIUBO MOCIIHIIIAJICS COOQUu JTak, KOTOPHIM CTHX, KaK TOJIBKO IBEPh
3akphriack. Hetu nogbexkanu K CTHBEeHY: Opyxk0a, CKpelIEHHas KOHGeTaMu, IIporHaia UX poboCTs.

— Cnacwubo, rocropu CTUBeH! — 3BOHKO BHIKPUKHYIT 50006uU.

— Cnacu60, — THIIIEe, HO 3BOHKO MMOBTOpHUIa Menu.

— He 3a yTo, — ynr6HynCS CTUBEH.

Panbiie oH He 0cOOEHHO TIO0WII IeTel, HO Telephb, BO3MOXKHO, U3-3a JOJIrol paboTE B IPUIOTE HIIN
TIPOCTO C BO3PACTOM, OH CTaJl HAXOOUTh B 3TUX IOHBIX CO3[@HUSIX YTO-TO YAUBUTEIHHOE U MOJTHOE
x)ku3Hu. OHU PACTyT, Te, KTO XKUJI IPEXK/e, YXOOSAT — IIOKOJIEHUe CMEHSET IIOKOJIEHUE, U 3TO II0X0XKe
Ha KpyroBopoT. KaxeTcs, 4To XKu3Hb Hen30eKHO yracaeT, HO YyBCTBa, XpPaHUMEIE TOJaMHU, He
CTUPAIOTCSI BpeMeHeM — OHU OCTAIOTCS HaBCerna.

— BBl TaKOM KpaCUBBIM, CaMBI KPACUBHIM U3 BCEX, KOTO S BULesna, — MeJuii cxXuMasa B pyKe
KOH(GeTy ¥ FOBOPHJIa TUXO0, HO I'/la3a e€ CUSIIH.

— U s Takoro ke MHeHHUS, — He ycTymnan 5o6owu.

CTuBeH 4yTb IIPUIIONHSI OpoBb. EMY He HY:KHO OBIJIO CMOTPETHCS B 3epKasio, YTOOBI 3HATh: OH YKe
He TaK MOJIOfl, KaK IeCSATKH JIeT Ha3afl, ¥ BpeMs HEYMOJIMMO KJIafIET CBOM OTIIe4aTOK. BO3MOXKHO,
ceiidyac OH eIl€ COXpaHseT NMPUBJIEKAaTEIbHOCTb, HO OOHAXK/IbI COCTAPUTCS: CUJIBl HCCIKHYT, JIALIO
TIOKPOETCST MOPIIMHAMHY, CIIHA CropbuTcs. A bpaHa ocTaHETCST BCE TaKUM K€ MOJIOOBIM, ¥ OHU OyOyT
Ka3aThCs OeIOM U BHYKOM, a He BO3JTI00JIEHHEIMU. ITO OyayIlee myrano ero, ObI0 KOIIMapoM, OT
KOTOPOT'o He cOexkaTh.



— IIpaBga? A Koro BHI JiI00UTe OOJIbIIE BCETO? — TUXO CIpocui CTHBEH.

— BorbIme Bcero? — marbliiil 3agymarcs. — Bosbiie Bcero s mo611io mamny 1 Mamy!

— 4 Toxe!

OTBeT OBIT TBEPILIM U HCKPEHHUM. BO3MOKHO, CO BpEMeHeM BCE U3MEHHUTCSI, HO JTII000Bb, KaXKeTCs,
He 3aBHUCHUT OT BHEIITHOCTH.

— Bo66u, Mennu, ugute IpUMepsiTh HOBbIE GalIMaky, KOTOPHIE ITala IIPUBE3, — U3 OBEPH CIIabHU
BHITJIAHYIA JIUHTA.

— Wpém! — meTu ¢ pafloOCTHHIM BU3TOM OPOCHIIUCH K HEel, MPUKUMasiCh K MaTepu. JInHOa 00HsIa X
Y, B3TJITHYB Ha CTUBEHA, YIHIOHYIaCh:

— l'ocniopus CTHBeH, TOJOXKANTE HEMHOTO, 51 cefiuac IIPUHEeCY COJIOMEI U3 capas, IT0CTeN0 Ofesisio —
Oymet momsrye.

— He Gecniokoiitecs, s caM npuHecy, — CTUBEH IOOHSIICS.

II71s TPOCTHIX JIIOfiel cojioMa Ha 110JTy Oblyila OOBIYHBIM [I€JIOM, KaK ¥ HoueBaTh 00K 0 00K CO CKOTOM
pamu Temta. Ho 3meck eMy mpefyiaraiy He MIPOCTO KPOB, a eIIé U 0f1esiyI0 — OOJIBIIero 1 xkelaTh
OBLIIO HEIb34.

— Xopoto, — JIuHOa yKa3aja Ha paCuUMILeHHBIN YyToMl: — 30eCh MOAOUIET?

— Bmoonrae, — CTuBeH KHUBHYII 1 OTKPLIII IBEPH, Y9YBCTBY, KaK TAZKECTb PA3JIMBAETCA B I'PYIH.

910 OBLN IOM, IIOJIHEIM TI00BY, HO Ha Ayllle y Hero OBIJI0 TOPHKO, Bedb Y HEro OhJIo TO Ke camoe. He
ycanb0a, a yemoBeK. OHM BCTPETUIIUCH B Mal€KoM TaH3aHe, COIITUCH Ha YYKOUHE, U OH MOJTy4HIT
m000Bb 3TOTO YeJIoBeKa, OBITT Ha cembMOM Hebe OT cyacThbs. TO IOHOIIECKOe BOJTHEHHE He yracasio C
roJaMu, ¥ UMEHHO OHO ITOPOOMIIO B HEM KamHOCTh. 2KaIHOCTb He OTTOTO, YTO OH BO3HEHABUMAE
Bpanpa umu mpoKIIsia ero 6eccMepTue, — OTTOTO, UTO OH ero mobun. OH Tak CKydas 110 HEMY, Tak He
XOTeJI PacCTaBaThCs, HO celyac, KaXKeTcs, Mesall BCE, YTOOB OTaIUThCS.

IIBeph paciaxHysach, ¥ BeTep OPOCHI eMy B JTUIIO CHEXKHYI0 Kpymy. CTUBEH MPUIITYPHUIICS,
OTBOpAYMBAsICh, MPUKPHII 3a COO0M IBEpPh U BEIJOXHYT 001a4uKo mapa. OH yKe X0Tesl HallPaBUTLCS K
CTOTY, HO 3aMep Ha MecTe. B3risy ero yman Ha 9KUIaX, CTOSIIINM 3a U3TOPOAbI0: KOTTla OH yCIen
nogbexaTh? B cCHEKHOM BUXPE, B I€OTHOM BO3MIyXe BHICKJIACH CTPOMHAs QUrypa, # 30JI0TUCTHIE
r7a3a, OTpaXKkasi CBeT M3 OKOH, CMOTPeJIX Ha HeT0 — HEeHM3BEeCTHO CKOJIbKO BPEMEHH.

ToT, KOro OH 00JIbIIIe BCETO 2KeJall YBUOETH, IIOABUIICA B CaMbI HEBO3MOXKHEIM 9aC ¥ B CAaMOM



HEBO3MOZXKHOM MECTE, CJIOBHO HaBaXKIOeHKHEe, OT KOTOPOI'o C2KaJI0Chk Cepale. CTuBeH cxKaJl MaJIbIIhI, U,
BCTPETUBIIHNCE C 3TUM B3rJIAOOM, IIOHA — 3TO HE o0MaH, HUKTO He CMOT OBl TakK IOAAesaTh ero.

— Kak THI 31ech 0Ka3ancsa? — CTUBEH [ApoxKaJj BCEM TeJIOM OT OellleHOro OMeHUs cepala, U eMy
IIPUXOMUIIOCH TJIYOOKO ABIIIATh, YTOOH COEpKaTh XJIBIHYBIINE HapyXkKy YyBCTBa.

— V3Has, yto TH 3a0nmynuics, 3ab6ecoKouICsS U rpuexan 3a To0oi, — Cioit FOaHb cMOTpesn Ha
3aCTHIBIIETO HAa MECTe 4ejioBeKa. — lloeneln?

B 3en€HEBIX T1a3ax MIeckasioch CTOJIBKO MBICTIEH, UTO Ka3ajloCh, OH He B CHJlaX BMECTUTh UX BCe, U
TEJIO €T0 cJieTKa mofgparuBasno. Kakum 661 cBo60m0I00MBEIM U 6eCIIeYHEIM OH HU ObLJI, BOIPOC XKU3HU
M CMEPTHU — y3eJI, KOTOPHIM He KaXXOOoMYy IOl CUJTy pa3Bg3aTh. IM CyKIeHO paccTaThCsl, HO OH He
XOTeJ1, 4TOOBI B JKU3HU JIIOOMMOT0 OCTAJIUCh COXKaleHus. Kak OH rOBOPUII KOTHa-TO: €C/IU B KOHEUHOH!
JKU3HY HeJb3s IejlaTh TO, YTO XO4elllb, — BOT 3TO U €CTh HACTosIIee coxaneHue. Ho ceiiyac oH He
OBLT yBEPEH B OTBETE.

CTuBeH Me[JIeHHO BEIOOXHYJ — CEpAlle MbIJIaio TaK, YTO XKIJI0 I'J1a3a, B HUX IOSIBUJIACh Bjara, u
OJHOBPEMEHHO B Aylile IIeBeIbHYIach poOOCTh, HEYBEPEHHOCTb.

— K10 3mech?! — rpy6oBaTHIY TONIOC U TSKETIBIE IITIAaTH HAaPYIIUIIU 3aCThiBlLIEE olenieHeHre. CTUBEH
00epHYJICS: X035UH JOMa, OTPSIXMBAs C OfeXK/Ibl COIIOMY, TPUOIMKAJCS ¢ BompocoM. Ho npexne uem
CTHUBEH yCITlell MPeOCTaBUTh TOCTS, BEICOKUH [IeTHHA, PA3TIISIeB CTOSIIET0 Y BOPOT, H3YMIEHHO
BBITAPAIIUII I1a3a ¥ BOCKITUKHY:

— Tl'ocioguu Bpaup?!

CTuBeH omemu, a feTUHa YK€ B TPH IIarad OKa3aJICAd PAOOM U C HEIIOOOEJIbHBIM PagyIineM
3aroBOPHUII:

— I'ocnoguu bpaHp, 4TO BH 3[eCh gesaeTe?!

Cront FOaHb B3TJIIHYJI Ha MOOOLIEIIEero, MIPUIIOMHUI U YIIBIOHYIICS:

— JlaBHO He BUOEINUCH, MakK.

— JlaBHO He BUAENNCh, — Mak C pPafloCTbI0 CMOTPE Ha Hero, X0Tell IIPUTIIaCUTh BOUTH, HO,
BIJISIIEBIINCH B JIUIO, OCTOIOeHe : — BHL...

OH Bupmen rocroguHa bpaHga B paHHEM [IeTCTBE — M TOT{la TOT BHEITJIAAEN TOYHO Tak xke. Ho mporio
TIOYTH TPUALATH JIET, & OH HUYYTh He U3MEHUIICS, OYOTO BpeMs 00OIII0 eT0 CTOPOHOM.

Mak pacKphlsI pOT B U3yMJIEHUH, HO YBUAEN, KaK TOT, KakK U B HETCTBE, YIIBIOHYIICS:



— [ToMoxeIs MHe COXPaHUTh TalHYy?

— O! KoneuHo! — He Koje615Ch 0TBeTUI MakK, HaKOHEIl BHIXO[s U3 ollelieHeHus. — IIpoxoaute, y
Bac 30ech KaKue-To mena?

— ¢ mpuexarn 3a 4enoBeKoM, He 6ymy 3axomuTh, — Cioit FOaHb IepeBEs B3I/ Ha 3aCTHIBIIETO
CTHBeHa ¥ TUXO II03Bajl: — [loexanmu co MHOI.

CTuBeH B3[POTHYJI, ¥ MIJIOTHHA, CAEePKUBABIIAS IbITA0NIee CePlle, fala TPEIIuHY; Topsdee
XJIBIHYJIO Hapyky. Mak IIPOoCIequI 3a ero B3TISINOM U YOUBHUIICS:

— BrI 3HaKOMEHI ¢ TocrioguHoM CtuBeHoM? BoT Tak coBnameHue!

— Ia, 6rmaropmapio, 4To 1m03aboTHIUCh 0 HEM, — ynbIOHYICS Cioit KOaHb.

— O, He cTouT 6/1aromapHOCTH, TIOMOYb BallleMy APYTY — MJIT MEHS YeCTh, — UCKPEHHe CKa3anl Mak.
— Ho celtuac exaTh 00paTHO, HaBepHOe, HEYH00HO?

— Orcioma mo Moero noma Hepmaneko, — Crou FOanb B3rngHyn Ha CTUBEHA, KOTOPHIM yKe IIOOMIET,
OTKPBIT KaJIUTKY U MMOCTOPOHUJICS: — [Ipotry mpoineHus 3a 6eCIoKoNCTBO.

— 4 odeHsb pan CHOBa BaC BUOETH, — B I'lla3dX Maka cBeTujach HeIoaaenbHas pPanoCTh 1 BOJTHEHHE.

— 4 Toxe pap, uTo y Tebs BcE xopoio, — Cro#t FOaHb OTKPHIT OBEPIY 9KUIIAXKA.

— Mak, cracu60 3a TOCTEIIPUUMCTBO, g 1moexas, — 00epHyscs CTUBEH, Cafsich B 9KUIIAK.

— Xopo1110, CYacTIUBOro nyTu! — nompoinasncsa Mak u cnoxsatuics: — Bam koHb! Ceiiyac!

OH mocImemus B KOHIOIIHIO, BEIBEJI KOHS 1 IIPUIIPAT €T0 BIIepEeOX 3KHIId2ZKa. H_IYM, KOHEYHO, I'IpI/IBJ'IéK
BHUMaAHHKE M3 JOMa: OE€THU BLHITJIAHYJIX B OIBEPL U, YBUIOEB, KAK CUOSIINY B SKHUIIaXKe MaIlleT UM py'KOfI,
TO2Ke IIOMaXaJli B OTBET.

— Ha aToT pa3 s Briexasn 6e3 rocTHHIIEB. Bo3bMUTE 3TO KaK MMOAApOK K Halel BcTpeye. [[o BCTpeyH,
— Tiepeq; TeM Kak cecTs, Cioit F0aHb [ocTasm HECKOIBKO KOH(ET U BJIOKHUT UX B JTafloHb Maka.

Mak moYTHTEeNbHO MIPUHSII UX, TS Ha CafsIerocs B 9KUIaxX, ¥ B Ira3ax ero 3amumnano. OH yxe
BBIPOC ¥ CTaJT B3POCJIEIM, HO IIPH BCTPeYe C TOCIIOOUHOM BpaHmIoM BHOBBH ITOYYBCTBOBAIT CE0S
pebEHKOM, KOTOPOTO OflapuBaloT 3a00TOM U JTaCKOM.

— IIo cBUOAQHUS.



Bo3MoxkHO, 0HU 00JIBIIE HHUKOT'Iad He YBUOATCSA, BO3BMOXKHO, TOT, KaK B I€TCTBE€ Ka3aJIOCh €MY, OBIIT
HOHOGGH 60}KGCTBY, KOTOpOe€ JTHIIb ITPUXOOUT, YTOORI IIOOAPUTh TEIIJIO, U Id2Ke €CJIM OHU He
BCTPETATCA BHOBB, 3TOT'0 Y2K€ JOCTATO4YHO.

— INama, KTO 3T0? — cupocuil ManeHbkui bo06u, Korga Mak BepHYJICS.

— OueHb NOOPHIN ¥ HEXKHEIM YeJIOBEK, — OTBETHI Mak.

— Iama, 51 x04y KoH(METKY, — Mesnu 06HsIa ero 3a HOTY.

— Mutasi, TH CETOLHS yKe Chejla OOHY, 3aBTPa ChHelllb ele.

— JlagHo. A TOT O5iAs TOXKe KpaCuBHI!

— A mama?

— [Tama cambli KpacuBbIl!

— Xa-xa-xa! — paccmesncs Mak, OaxXBaTHI 000UX Ha PYKU U BOIIEN B IOM.

OKHUIaxK TPOHYJICS, Bbe3xKas B MeTeb. CHapyXKu KavaJiCsl ¥ OCBelasl Jopory ¢boHaph, BHYTPU CBEYHU
He TOpeJH, HO B CHEKHOM HOYHOMU TPSiCKe OBITI0 YIUBUTEIBHO THXO.

— Me1 noepeM... — Havasn 610 CTUBEH, HO €T0 3aKJTIOUMIN B KPENKKe Topsiuie 00BbATHS, U BCE
CJIOBa 3aCTPSIU B TOPJIe, & PyKH, YTO A0 CUX IIOP CHEePXKUBAJIUCh, CaMu c000M 00BUINCH BOKPYT
nro6umoro. YyBCcTBa, MPOPBABILKE IJIOTHHY, XJIBIHYIM HAPYXKY, KIJIM HOC U TJ1asa.

O0bsiTUS OBLIH IIPUBBIYHBEIMUA U OJHOBPEMEHHO YYTOYKY HOBBIMH, TAKUMHU XKAPKUMH, 6YJ1TO X0TeJin
BBI2K€Yb €TI0 OOTJIa U3HYTPH.

— Ortciofa o ycapmb0BI ¥ ITpaBfa PyKou MmomaTh, OyeM Ha MecTe, KOTfia JiyHa BCTaHeT B 3€HUT, —
Croit FOanp nmpuxkuMan kK cefe BIIEIUBIIETOCS B €T0 OfEeXKAY BO3/TI06IEHHOTO ¥ TOBOPHUIT TUXO.

— bpaHp... — oporenrant TOT.

— Yt0? — cupocun Croit OaHb, HO 0TBeTa He MOJIyYUI — TOJIBKO IMOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK Kpemnde
C3KAJIUCh PYKHU BOKPYT Hero. OH O3B0 9TUM O0BSTHSIM OJIUTHCS, @ TOTOM IIOTHSIT PYKY, B3SIT
JIALIO IOHOIIM, YTKHYBIIETOCS B €T0 IIel0, IPUIIONHSI ero, YBUAEN Blary B yrolKax rjla3 U MoIeioBal
B IIPUOTKPHITHIE T'YOHI.



3en€HbIe TJIa3a MPUKPHIIACH, OH XOTEJI OTBETUTh HA HEXKHEIH IIOLeNyH, HO TOT OKa3aJjcs Iiybxke, yeMm
OH X[IaJ, ¥ TaJIbIbl, CXKMMAaBIIIe BOPOTHHUK, HA MUT IIOTEPSIJIM OIOPY; OH IIPOCTO YTOHYT B 3TOH
CTPACTH, KOTOPAs MI03BOJIMIIA BEIMJIECHYTHCS BCEMY, UTO HAKOMHIOCH B aymie. OH JTI00M TaK CHUIIBHO,
YTO XKaxXKfaa caMOM TeCHOM ONM30CTH, CaMOTO0 TOPSYEero YyBCTBA, HO YeM XkKapue OHO OO0, TeEM
oricTpee cropas oH caM. Cepfile OMI0Ch B YHUCOH, TOPSTUKE BOJTHBI Pa3JIMBAIUCh OT HETO II0 BCEMY
TEJTY, MBICJTH Ty TAJIUCh, TIEPE T7la3aMy BCE IIIBLIO, JIUIIb U3PEOKa IMPo6HUBaIOCh OIIyIIeHre KPEKOon
PYKHU Ha TajJIu{ U MOIENysi, KOTOPHIHM, Ka3al0Ch, XOTeJ IOTJIOTUTh ero IeJIMKOM.

Heyxenu 0H TOoXe He X0YeT C HUM pacCTaBaTbCA?

9TO OH BeJell eMy He 3a0BIBATh, OH 3Ke M IOTPY3UJICS B CBOM MBIC/IM Ha Hojrue gHu. OH TOBOPHUII, YTO
KOPOTKasl XKU3Hb He JOJIXKHA OBITh B TATOCTh, MHA4Ye 9TO OyHeT HallpaCHOM TPAToM, U BCE PAaBHO
IIPO0JIKAJl TOHYTD B KejaHuu obpectu 6eccMepTHeE.

Korga HOHGHYﬁ IIpepsBa’c4d, CtuBeH HepeBéH ObIXaHHUEe, I'JIA04d B MEOJIEHHO PACIIaXHYBIINECS 30JI0THIE
T'JIa3a:

— IIpocTnu.

— OTO MHE HYKHO IIPOCUTH npoienus, — Cwoi FOaHb nornaaui ero mo wekxe.

— Trl coxaneemnis? — B rpynou CTtuBeHa 3aHBITI0: BO3MOXKHO, OH COXKaJleeT 0 TOM, YTO BCE HAa4yasoCh.

— 4 npocTo He x04y, yTOOH! TH cTpafman, — Cioit FOaHb KOCHYJICS yTOJiKa ero rjias3a. — 4 3Hail...

— He xareii 06 aToM, — CTHBEH B35J1 €T0 3a IJIeYd U IIpuKaJjcs 100M K ero nby. — f HU pas3y He
noxare, 4To nomobun Teds. [laxke ecnu OBl MBI He OBLIM BMECTE, 51 BCE PaBHO CMOTPEJ Obl, Kak
yxopmsT 67Tu3KKe, ¥ CTpax Hen30exkKeH, 3TO YaCTh XKU3HHU.

OH no3Boss cebe OBITH CTa0BIM, HO HUKOTA He 3KaJjlell 0 CaelaHHOM BEIOOpe.

— ThI MOMXKEH MO3BOJIUTh MHE UHOTA OBITD CJIa6BIM, — THUXO0 CKa3aJl CTUBEH.

Croit FOaHb Ha MUT 3aMep U IIpuUxKal ero K cebe:

— IIpocTn.

Fopecm B XKHU3HHU HeI/I366}KHbI, HO OH CJIMIIKOM MHOI'OI'O TpGﬁOBaH OT IOHOIIH, IIPHUBEIKIIIETO K
CBO60IIG, CJIOBHO H€ IIO3BOJIAS €MY HU II€YaIUThCS, HU CKOpﬁeTb.

— He cmelt xxanetb, — cka3an CTUBeEH.



— JIIopoTo#i, M03BOJIb ¥ MHE HHOTMa ObITH He3pensiM, — Cioi FOaHb YTKHYJICS HOCOM B €T0 BOJIOCH U
YCMEXHYJIICS.

CTuBeH 4yTh IPUIOLHSII TOJIOBY, KOCHYJICS 100M ero nofboponKa U I1y00Ko B3MOXHYI:

— Torpma Tebe cTouT GOJIBIIE BEPUTH B MEHS.

— 41 Bepio B Tebs1, — Tux0 ckalan Cioit KOaHb.

— Torga BE€Pb emie cunbHee, — CTUBEH OITYCTHII B€KH, BBIObIXAA.

Ha ero myTu, BO3MOXKHO, BCTpe4anach TOPeys, HO Pa3 OH BEIOPAJ €T0, 3HAYUT, OB TOTOB IMIPOTJIOTUTE
3Ty ropeyb U CMUPHUTHCH. K TOMY Ke, KpoMe HECKOTbKUX FOPbKUX HOT, OCTaIbHOE OBIJIO CTAgKUM,
MMEHHO CJIafIOCTh ITOPOXKaja XejlaHue, YyTh HE YBe[IIee ero OT IepBoHavYaIbHOT0 HaMepernus. Ho
OH BEPHETCS K HEMY, IIOTOMY YTO X04eT OBITh PSIOM C 3THM YeJI0BEKOM, ObITh C HUM, OBITh JTIOOMMBIM
1 mo0uTh. [IyCTh BpeMsi KOHEUHO, HO JTI000Bb OCTAaHETCS YMCTOM.

— Bort ato Tpe6oBanue, — Cioit KDaHb OIyCTHIT B3TTIS, YCMEXHYJICS.

CtuBeH OTKPHIJI I'lla3a, BCTPETUJ HEXXHBIM B3T/IA0 X HE CMOT coepzxkKaTb YJ'IBIGKy:

— MoxeT, Torga Tebe cTouT O0bINE BEPUTH B Ce0s?

[Toka oH pspmoM, OH Bcerpaa OymeT BO3BpAIIaThCs. ITOT YEJIOBEK CTOUT TOTO, YTOOHI OTAATh MY BCE
BpeMs 6e3 0CTaTKa, ¥ OH He CTaHeT YKJIOHATHCS OT TOT0, KAKUM €ro JII00sT, — Belb TAKUM OH
HpaBUTCA U cebe camoMmy.

Crort FOaHb MOCMOTpEN Ha HETO, TUXO BHIIOXHYJI X PAaCCMesICs, IIPOBEI MMajIblleM 110 er0 BUCKY, TSI
B TaKue Xke SICHble 3eJIEHBIe TTla3a:

— Xopotiio.

Ero Bo3m00IeHH b 0Ka3aics Kperyde, Y4eM OH AyMall. B 3TUX OTHOLIEHUSTX UMEHHO OH BEJN 3a CO00H,
HaIPaBIISII €ro CepAlle.

Korga nmyHa mOmHSIIACh B 3€HUT, 3KUIIaXK BbeXal B ycamb0y. BONBITMHCTBO OTHEH B loMe MTOTracyy,
JIUIITH TYCKJIBIM CBET M3 TJIaBHOM 3a/Ibl MPOOKBAJICS CKBO3b IBEPHYIO LIETb U JIOKUIICS Ha OebiH,
CBETSIIIUINCS B HOUM CHer. [[Beplia 9KuIlaxka OTKphnach, Cior FOaHb B35 TI0OMMOT0 Ha PYKH H,
TIPOKMS [0 TEMHOMY KOPHUOOPY, IOTHSIICS HaBepX. [IBeph CllallbHU OTBOPHUIIACEH: B KOMHATE OBLIO
TEeIJI0 OT KaMUHa, HO caM KaMUH OB/ 3aCJIOHEH, U CBETa He [laBajl — JIUIIb XOIOOHbIM TYHHBIN CBET,
OTPaXXKEHHBIM CHEIOM 3a OKHOM, IIPOHUKAJI B CITA/IbHIO, Te IITOPH He ObUIN 3a0€PHYTH. CTUBEH
OKa3aJIiCs Ha MOCTeJIM, U B HOUHOM IIpoXJjiafe IMOYyBCTBOBAJI FrOPsYMe TOLeIyH Ha liee, AbIXaHue



TIePEeXBaTHUIIO:

— Tel emié MOKeIb 11e7I0BaTh MEHS ceidac, a 4To OyAelb JefiaTh I0TOM?

— ITorom? — Cro#t FOaHb KOCHYyJICS Ty6aMu yroJika ero ryo.

— IToToM 4 cTaHy coBceM cTaphiM, — CTHBEH KOCHYJICS €To IleKH, HO, K CBOEMY VIUBIIEHHUIO, CTpaxa
He OIIyTHI.

Bpanp 661 TOTOB K 3TOMY C CaMOT0 Hadana, a BOT oH, CTUBEH, elllé He JOpOC [0 3TOM MBIC/IH,
CYHUTaJl, YTO €My BCE HUIIOUEM, HO TEIEephb U CaM yKe He TaK O0UTCH.

Ecnu B KOHEYHOU XKHU3HM HEJb3s OeaTh TOT0, YTO X0Uelllb, — 9TO 1 €CTh UCTUHHOE COXKaJeHHe.

— IToka THI B cunax, s rotoB, — Ciot KOaHb cXkKall ero pyky 4 yIbIOHYIICS.

CTUBEH MTOYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK ropsyasi BOJIHA OT 3aMsCThs PA3/IUBAETCS IO BCEMY Tely, 00XKurast
W3HYTPH, HO OTYET0-TO 3aYeCauCh 3yOhL:

— I'ocnoguH bpaH[, BH 4YTO, 3BEPH?

— Illymaro, THI He B ITePBHIH pa3 06 3ToM y3Haélnb, — Cioit FOaHb 0nyCTHII ero PYKY U IOLEI0Bal Yy Th
00MKeHHbIe TYOHL.

CrtuBeH 3aMep, HO IIOTOM C KaKO#-TO 00pe4€HHOCThIO 00HS ero 3a meio. OH 3Hall: OH y2Ke IIPOUrparl,
¥ IIPOUTPAJT OKOHYATEIBHO.

Ha pBapgiats BTopoM rony xku3uu CTuBeHa B 3TOM ropoge OyOuHbL TOXOPOHUIN B YyKOU 3eMIIe.
MarneHnbKasi akKKypaTHasi MOTHJIbHAS IJIMTa CPeIHU 1IBETOB B pollle ycambOwl. B TOT meHb mpuexanu
MHOTHE U3 [ieTel, KOTrfa-To MOKUHYBUINX MPUIOT. BEIIU Te, KTO Mtakaj, OblIM Te, KTO MOJI4a CTOSIIT B
ckopOu. CTUBEH CTOSJI Cpenu IIBeTOB, HO bpaHaa Hurge He O6b10 BugHO. OHU caMy IIOXOPOHUIIU €T0,
HO Bpanpy 0osblile He CTOUJIO IIOSIBNIATLCS Ha JIIOASX. Bo BpeMeHa mpaBrieHus Xujlapu MHoTHe B JIore
Hayvanu 3a0bIBaTh 0 HEM, MaXKe MPUCIYTH B ycaabbe CTaHOBUIIOCH BCE MeHbIle. CTUBEH IOMHSIICS
HaBepX II0 JIECTHUIIe, OCBEIIEHHOY CBeYaMM, U YCIBIIIA ¥ OKHA rojIoca.

— locnioguu bpaHp, 51 yBoNuiia 4acTh pabOTHUKOB B IOMECThE, — PA37aliCsi MATKUM, HO TBEPHbIH
JKEHCKHH T'0JIOC — 3TO TOBOPHUJIa AHHU.

— YTto-TO Ccryunsiocs? — rojoc bpaHpma OB BCE Tak 3Ke HEeXeH.



— OHU TaHO MEHSIM TUTAHKE [T JeTel 1 U3BNIeKaTu U3 3TOr0 MPuObLIb, — AHHM, CTOSI Y OKHA,
YyTh HaXMYyPHUJIaCh.

— Tonbko yBonuna? — Cioit FOaHb ITOAHSAT I'71a3a Ha XXKEeHIIUHY ¢ COOpaHHBIMHU B MTy4Y0K 30JI0TUCTHIMU
BOJIOCAMH, BBEITJISIIEBIIYIO TEIepb 0YeHb JeJI0BOM.

— Jla, — AHHY yOUBIEHHO IOCMOTPENa Ha Hero. — CIUIIKOM MATKO?

B eé Bompoce 4yBCTBOBajlach Ta ke [IeBOYKa, UTO KOTa-TO CIIOKOMHO nepedupasna 600w, Cioi K0aub
YIBIOHYTICS:

— T cIpaBUiIach OTIUYHO, HO 3aUMHINUKOB HY2KHO HaKa3bIBaTh CTPOXKE, YTOOH! BIIPEIb HETIOBATHO
OBLIIO COBaTh PYKH He B CBOE [IeJIO.

B myTHOU Bofe priba He BOOUTCS, HO pa3 PELIN YACTUTDh, HY2KHO OUTh TakK, YTOOBI BCEX IIPOHSIIO.
AHHM 3amyMarnach, IOTOM YILIOHYIACh:

— 4 nonsna.

[CuctemHOe yBegomnenue: [lo3gpasnsieM C BeoaHeHUeM Xenanusd AHHU. [Tomygeno 10 000 oukoB
obpaTHOU cBsi3u Mupa. OOIee KomuyecTBo 09KoB: 3 657 620 000.]

Crou FOaub nogHsI B3rIsAn U YBHUIE]I, KaK XKEHIMWHA, IIOKJIOHUBIINCE €MY, YJ'IBI6a5{CB, IIpomaeTcda —
OH 3HaJl, 4YTO TeIlepPb OHa CMO2KET UATHU I10 2KU3HU CaMa.

— l'ocnioguu CTHBEH, 5 IOKAY, — OOHECCS CHUIY T0OJ0C AHHU.

— Annu, 6ynb OCTOPOXKHA B IIyTH, — O0TBeTUNI CTUBEH.

— Xopotiio.

[ITaru pazomurnuck, u Cioit K0aHb 00epHYJICS Ha MOMHUMAIOLIETOCS 110 JTIeCTHUIIE Yel0OBeKa:

— 3aKOHYMII?

— Emé Het, — CTHBEH IOJOIIEN, TOCMOTPE Ha PACKPHITYIO IIepell HUM KHUTY, 00XBaTHII €T0 3a
IJIeYd U YIBIOHYJICSA: — AHHU BRIPOC/Ia U TeTIEPh MOXKET CIIPABJIATLCSA caMa.

— M-M, 4yBCTBYeIlb ce0st pomuTeaeM, MPOBOKAIIUM n04yb? — Cioii KDaHb MOBEPHYII TOJIOBY,
YJIBIOHYBIIKCD.



— XM, — CTHBEH YCMEXHYJICS ¥ TIOTePCs IIeKOH 0 ero IIEKy.
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