— Marymka! — ['ocrioxa X3 BeITepsia CIe3Hl U cxkata pyku Ctapou rocrnoxu E. — CTOUT BaM TOJIBKO
COTJIACUTBCH, U g caMa IOUAY IPOCUTh MJIaAIIyI0 HeBeCTKY. [IyCTh HAIll CTaplliuii TOCIOLUH B YUXKOY
3aHUMaeT JOJIKHOCTD JIMIIb [IOMOLIHYKA HadyaJlbHUKa OKpyra 4eTBEPTOr0 paHra, HO 3a 3TU T'OAHl OH
OTJINYHO CIIPABUJICS CO MHOTMMU BaXKHBIMU IOPYYEHUIMU. B 3TOT pa3 OH BepHYJCSA B CTONULY OJIS
IOoKJIaza o ciyxk0e, ¥ ero HeIIPpeMeHHO [IOJIXKHEI TOBLICUTh. K TOMY Xe He CTaHy CKpHIBaTh OT Bac,
MaTyIlKa: XOTh MBI B YUXK0y ¥ HE CTOIMYHEIE YNHOBHUKM, MECTO TaM IIPUOBIIbHOE. 3@ BCE 9TU TOABI
He OepyCh yTBepXKAaTh MHOTO, HO HAIlle CEMENHOe COCTOSTHE TOYHO 6oraue, 4eM y BTOPOU BETBU.

— Jleno BOBCE HE B 3TOM, — IIpepBalla ee CTapaﬂ T'OCIIOXKa.

— Maryiika, BH BEIC/IyIIATE HEBECTKY! — TOPOIJIMBO 3ar0OBOPHJIa Tocmnoxa X3. — f MoOHKMMalo, 4TO
BBl MeeTe B BUAY. ITU MUPCKUe 00raTCTBa, KOHEYHO Xe, He cpaBHATCS ¢ bpaTtneM MsHewm. Ho Benb
U 51 B OOIIMX YyepTax 3Halo, Kak UAYT [efla y Hallleit BTOPOM BETBHY.

l'ocmoxa X3 IIPUCMOTPENIACh K JINITY CTaPOﬁ T'OCIIOXKHU U IIPOOOJIZKHUIIA:

— ¥V BTopoi BeTBU ecTh bpartell LI3uH, 3aKOHHBIM CTAPIINK ChIH, a U He3aKOHHOPOXKIEHHBIX
CHIHOBEW HeMaio. B OymymieM To, 4To mocTtaHeTcs E MsiHIO, MyCTh ¥ XBAaTUT Ha XKU3Hb, HO O0TAThIM
HACJIe[ICTBOM TOYHO He CTaHeT. — [Ipu 3TUX clIoBax rocmoxa X3 mpuobompunack. — Ho BOT eciu Ob
OH TIepeles B HAIlly BETBb, BCe ObI/IO ObI COBCeM MHaue. Pa3Be He BCE HAllle C CYIPYTroOM JOCTAHETCS
eMy? Y Ballleli HeBeCTKY IOpbKas [0JIig — 5 He POAUIIa AaXKe OJOYepHu, TaK YTO CMOT'Y OCTaBUTh EMY
IIeJINKOM U CBOe OoraToe IpHUIaHoe.

— K ToMmy xke oH y HAac gBoux OymeT eMMHCTBEHHBIM, MBI CTAHEM JIUIIb JIeJIeSITh ero, U He OymeT
HUKAKOT0 TI00MMYMKa Win 06meneHHoro. — ['ocmoxka X3 TPOMOKHYJIA MJIaTKOM YTOJIKY TIas,
OCTOPOXKHO TOTIsabIBast Ha CTapyio rocmnoxy E.

CTapaﬁ TOCIIOZKAd HEMHOT'O IToAyMaJla U ITPHUHAIACh YTOBAPUBATL €€:

— 151 yCHIHOBTIEHHUS JIy4llle BEIOPATh KOT0O-TO ITOMJIafillle, TOTMla U IPUBI3aHHOCTH C BO3PacToM OynmeT
Kperye. IIprCMOTPUCH TyYIIe K IIIECTOMY MOJIOIOMY rocrmoguny. EMy ceifuac BoceMb JIET, TOXKE
CJTaBHOE U MUJIOE OUTSI.

T'ocnoxka X3 6eCCUIbHO B3TOXHYIA:

— HecuacTtHas y MeHs cynp0a, He 0CMeNIoCh 5 00mbIlle pACTUTh OUTS B CTOJIb MaJIOM BO3pacCTe.
Boroch, HaM C CynpyroM He CyKIeHO ero BEIPaCTUTh, @ €CJIM BOPYT ciyuuTcs 6ema... — ['ocmoxka Xa
paspsiganack. — Torma Balielt HeBECTKe OCTAHETCSI TOJIBKO HAJIOKUTh Ha ce0s PYKU.

Korpa rocnoxa X5 B COIPOBOXKAEHUU CIyKaHOK BhilIa U3 [TaBunboHa [1I0yi0Hb, oXUIasd HIHbKa
PSOOM C HeM TUXO B3OOXHYJIa:

— Borocs, geno HEeIIpoCToe. CTapaﬂ TOCIIOZKA4, ITOX02Ke, CYUTAET, YTO JIy4dIlIe BCETO BBI6paTB IIATOTrO
MOJIOOOTO T'OCIIOOHHA L[ﬂo-rapa.

T'ocnoxka X3 nmogzkana ryOs:

— l'oBOpHUT POOKO ¥ HEPEIIUTENLHO, CPa3y BUJHO — BOCIHUTAH HaloXHUIEH. EMy yXke qBeHaAlaTh
JIeT, XxapaKTep OaBHO CIIOXKUJICS, TEllepb ero He UCIIPABUTh.

— Ho Benp YeTBepThIM MOIOOM TOCIIOAKH... — CMYIIIEHHO B3[I0XHYy/1a HAHbKA. — [locMOTpUTeE Ha ero
00JIMK ¥ HpaB — CYIIU I0HBIN HeO0XKHUTenb. He 6epych CyOuTh 0 CTONHUIIE, HO B HAllleM Y4K0Y TOYHO
He CHICKaTh BTOPOTO TaKOro. Pa3Be BTOpas rocroxa yCTYIUT ero?



T'ocnoxka X3 B3goxHyna:
— 4 cama cMupeHHO nomnpoiy ee. Yero 661 0Ha HU ToTpeboBasa, S Ha BCE COTJIAIIYCh.

BepHYBIIKCH B IOKOU, KOTOPEIE UM OTBENIM B Pe3ueHLINN 3aMECTUTEIIs MUHUCTPA, TOCIOoXKa X3
TIpefcTasa mepey CynpyroM. YBUIEB ee MOKPACHEBIIKE TJ1a3a ¥ PACCTPOEHHOE JIUIIO, CTaPIIN
TOCIIONUH B3[OXHYJI ¥ CITPOCHIT:

— MartyIka He [ajia COTIacus?

['ocnozka X3 ycTasio mokadasa rojIoBO# U KeCTOM Bejlesla ClTyKaHKaM CHSATh C ee 3alsICTUH IBa
He@pUTOBHIX Gpacnera.

— Mary1ika Xx04eT, YTOObl MBI YCHIHOBUTHK L[s0-Tapa. OgHAaKo, CyIpyTr MO#, — UCKpPeHHe IIpou3Heca
rocrmoxa X9, — ecnu Ovl cerongHs s He BcTpeTuna E MsiHs, Mbl OBl coryacumnuch Ha LIsio-rapa. Ho
CTOMJIO MHE YBUMIETH €r0, KaK ...

— He 6Goroch, maxe eciu BH HA30BETE MEHS TITYIIOM, — rocroxKa X3 B3TJITHyIa Ha MyXa. — CeromgHs
s JIWIIIb MEJTbKOM B3TJISIHYJIa Ha HEro u cpasy IOYyBCTBOBaa: 3TO MO ChiH! — C 9TUMU CIIOBaMHU
rocroza X3 CHOBa pa3pkiganack. — Ecniu OBl 5 CMOTJIa POOUTHL M BEIPACTUThH MAJIburKa, OH
HeIIPeMeHHO ObIJT OBl TOYHO TAaKUM XKe€.

CTapImuuii TOCIIONUH C BEIPAakKeHHEM BHUHEL Ha JIHIe 000IPSIOIe IIOXJI0Nall FoCIoxy X9 1o pPykKe.
T'ocmozka X3 BHITEpJIa TIa3a MIaTKOM, YTOJIKY ee Ty0 CllerkKa MPUIOTHSIINCh, U OHA MATKO fo6aBuIa:

— K TOMY XK€ MEI C 3TUM peﬁeHKOM naguM. B meTcTBe 3TO OBLIJIO HE3aMETHO, HO Tellepb OH BEIPOC U
TakK TIHETCTd KO MHe. Eciu B 6y11y1_ueM €ro MeUCTBUTEILHO YCBEIHOBHUT HaAllld B€TBb, MEXKIY HAMH,
MaTEepPLI0 U CEIHOM, TOYHO HEe BO3HUKHET HUKAdKHUX Pa3MOJIBOK.

Crapuuii TOCIIOOWH OMYCTHUJII TOJIOBY U ITOCTYKHBAI MajIbllaMU 110 YalHOMY CTOJIUKY U3 TPYLIEBOTO
IepeBa, 0 Y4eM-TO PA3MBIIIIIS.

l'ocnoxa X3 pemnia DOAJIUTh Macja B OTOHb:

— BepbTe MHe, CyIpyT, s yMew pa30upaThcs B m0fasX. B rinazax E MsiHs BumHa UL J0OPOTA, €T0
XapaKTep TOYHO Oe3ympedeH.

Crapiuii TOCIOOUH B3OOXHYIL:

— 4 u cam 3Halo, KaKOM 3TO XOpolnii peOeHoK. [IyMaels, 1 ero He xouy? [la TOIbKO MOW MIaIIIni
Opat He XKeJaeT yCTynaThb, 3TO JEUCTBUTENIbHO TPyOHAS 3afaya.

l'ocmoxa X3 CEPOUTO BITJIAHYJIA Ha HETO:

— MHe ¥ CIIpalliuBaTh He HYKHO O Balel ropmocT. HaBepHsKa BEl B KaOMHETe HAIyCTHIIX Ha ce0st
BUJI CTapuIero 6paTa U UL BCKOIb3b CIIPOCUIIH 00 3TOM. Bby10 OB CTPaHHO, eciiu OBl OH
coryacunics!

I'ocmmoxka X3 IIPUHAJIACh TEPIIEJINBO BTOJIKOBEIBATE €MY:

— Pa3 yX MBI TPOCUM Y HUX CTOJIb IIPEKPACHOTO 3aKOHHOTO ChIHA, HE HOJIXKHLI JIM MBI CAMU CKJIOHUTh
roIoBY? A BOT KOTla YCHIHOBJIEHHE CBEPIIUTCS U MBI yBe3eM E MsiHs B YUkKO0y, MOXKETE PacIpaBisiTh
IIJIeYX CKOJIBKO Ayie yrogHo! — IIpu 9TUX CJIOBax ToCoxka X3 CaMO0BOJIbHO YILIOHYIACh. —



[ToMHUTE, Kak B KOHIIe IpOIIoro roga bparen LI3uH npre3xan B HAII Y4YK0Y 10 UMIIEPAaTOPCKOMY
nopydeHnuto? Brl 6panmu ero ¢ co00ii Ha MPUEMBI, ¥ CKOJIBKO TOT/ia OBIJI0 TOPAOCTH Ha BallleM JIUIIE,
HeyxKenu 3a0bUTi? A Beb OH BCETO JIUIIb IJIEMSHHUK. ECITH 2Ke B 3TOT pa3 MbI IPUBE3EM JOMOM
TAKOI'0 CBIHA, TO YeM TOTJa IIOCMEI0T HacMeXaThCs Hajl HaMHU Te IIPOBHHIIMAIIE], KOTOPEIE 3a BCIO
JKU3Hb ¥ CBETY-TO 0€JIOT0 He BUAeH!

l'ocnoxa X3 mpu 3TUX CJI0BaxX BCIIOMHUJIA O YeM-TO CBOEM, IIPUILYPUJIaCh U CXKaJla IJIaTOK B KyJlake C
TaKOM CHUJION, YTO OH CKPYTHJICS B TYTOM XKTYT. B ee cepflle yKpenunach peluMOCThb: BO UTO OBl TO
HU CTaJI0 HyKHO YCHHOBUTL E MsaHs.

CroBa KeHBI 3aCTaBUIU CTapIiero roCrroguHa 3agyMaThCd, U OH CJIETKa KUBHYII.

E MsHb, padyMeeTcs, ¥ BeJaTh He Beflajl 0 TOM, KaK B3POCJIble U3 IBYX BETBeU moMecThs E mpoBenu
6ecconHyo HOYb. Ha crenymomuil feHs mocye 3aHsITUN OH CIIeNMaIbHO OTIIPABUIICS BHIPA3UTh
TIOYTeHMe Tocnoxke [I10 ¥ MPUHSIICS 0CTOPOXKHO PacCIpaIlnBaTh O BUEPAIIHUX COOBITUSX. ['0cmoxka
LIro HU 3a YTO He ocMeNusach OBl paccKa3aTh MY ITpaBAY, IO3TOMY JIMILIE C YIRIOKONW OTBETHUIIA, YTO
OHY IIOB3[OPUJIU U3-3a KaKUX-TO MeJIouel.

Bups, uto rocnozxa L0 He xKenmaeT roBoputh, E MsiHb, KaK MJIafllIdii B CEMbEe, HE MOT
paccrnpamuBaTh ganblle. OfHAKO C rf1a3y Ha Ijla3 OH IIPUTPO3UJI OTLY: €CJIA TOT IIOCMEET IIPUBECTH B
IOM HOBYIO HaJIOKHHUITY, OH IIpefacT Orjlacke UCTOPHUIO C TOU AeBullel U3 bammuu 1[3yiio03, u Torga
OHU «IIOTUOHYT BMecTe». Pa3arHeBaHHbIM 3aMeCTUTEIb MUHKCTPa E copBasl ¢ HOTH callor U 3aIyCTHII
UM B yXe ybOeratwouiero E Msus.

Korpa E Mans ymiesn, rocroxa Lo nocnemmnsia oTgaTh IprKa3 BEPHEIM ClIyXKaHKaM, [eXypPUBIIUM
BUYepa BO OBOpPE: HU €IMHOTO CJI0BA O CIYYHUBIIEMCS He [OIXKHO HoyeTeTs Ao [IBopa baodaH.

E MsiHb HUYEro He 3HAJ 0 pa3fopax MeXOy ABYMS BETBSIMU CEMbU U KazK[bIH MEHb BECEII0 XOMUIT Ha
yueOy ¥ BO3BpAIIAJICS JOMOM.

Ypoku kannurpaduu y Kua3sa 2KyHHaHb TOXKe He IpeKpaltanuch. 9ToT YxkyaH Cioi B POJIU YUUTEIS
OKas3aJiCsl KpaliHe IPHUJIEXKHBIM U Ype3Bb4aiiHo BnacTHHIM. OgHaxas E MsHb pelus OTIbHUBATh U
OTIIpaBUJICS C Bl AHBIOAHEM ¥ OCTaIbHBIMU CHadasla nmoobemaTh B BamrHio FOicsiHb, a YK IOTOM
SIBUJICS K HEMY BO [BOp, U3-3a Yero HeMHOro ono3pas. YxyaH Ciou HU4Yero eMy He CKa3aJl, OfHaKO
Ha clenyomuii meHb bamHs Kicsub 6/1aromnonyyHo 3akpeinach. Baub CIOHb OT fOCabl TOIa
HOTaMu U O6ui cebs B Ipydb IPSIMO Y ee IBepel, Beb TaMOIIIHKE IToBapa 00JIbIlle BCET0 MOAX0ANIIN
€My II10 BKYCY.

B atoT nenp E MsHB mocie 3aHITUHM TPSIMUKOM To0eskasl BO IBOP CBOETO ASOU U TeTU. FI3HavaIbHO
3amecTuTenb MUHUACTPA E npurotoBun sty ycaps0y s cBagsOsl E [[31Ha, HO 1T033Ke OHU BHIKYIIUIN
cocenuutt [TaBunboH Buxya, u 3TOT mBOp ocBobomusicst. Cynpyru u3 cTapiiei BeTBU BpeMEHHO
IIOCEJIUIIUCH 371eCh CO BCEMU CBOMMMU CIIyraMU ¥ He YyBCTBOBaJIM TECHOTHL.

E MsHb YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO OA0d U TETA OYIINW B HEM He YalOT, IIO3TOMY OHHU TO U OEJIO IIPUTJIAIIAIn €TI0
OTO6eJIaTI:> BMeECTE, 1 OH C PaJOCTEIO IPUXOONIT K HUM.

Crapas ciyKaHKa C pagoCTHBIM BUIOM HOJIOKUJIA B IOKOU, UTO Ipulles YeTBEPThIA MOJIONOM
rocnopuH. JIuio rocnoxu X9 pacIulbIIoCh B YIBIOKe, OHa TYT Ke IIOHSAIach HAaBCTPEUy U, TACKOBO
Ha3bIBasl €r0 CHIHOYKOM, oTsgHya E MsHS 3a pyKy B KOMHATYy.

E MsHb ¢ yneI0K0#, HEMHOTO CMYIIIEHHO BEICBOOOAUII PYKY U CKa3al:

— Terymka, y MeHs1 pyKu rpsi3Hble. [Tocre monynHs y Hac ObUIM 3aHSATHS 10 BEPXOBOM €37e U



CTpeJ'Ib6e W3 JIYKa, Ha IIJIaly IIBIJIb CTOAJIa CcTOnOOM.

— Ou, nyctaku Kakue! — ['ocrioxka X3 KUBKOM Bejlefla CyKaHKaM puHecTu Boawl. OHa caMa
CMOYMJIa IOJI0TEHIe U IPUHSIIaCh BEITUPATh €My JIUL0 U PYKHU. [ I405 Ha TO, KaK ero TUYUKO
PacKpacHesoch mociie 6ypHBIX 3a0aB, MbIIIa 3T0POBbeM M 6OIPOCTHIO, OHA PafoBaach ellle CUIbHee.
C yneiOKo¥M OHa CKa3ana: — [laBall BLITPeM PYKH U IoigeM o0efaTh, a Kak BepHeIIbcs B [BOP
Baodss, Torga 1 momMoeIscs XOpoleHbKO0. B TBoeM Bo3pacTe Hesb3s roI0gaTh.

Osns E MsiHs mpuObI B CTONUIY [AJIS HOKJIafa O clyxk0e, IT03TOMY, KOTfla eMy He Hy>KHO OBIJIO
HAHOCUTDb BU3UTH ¥ YCTPaWBaTh IPUEMEI, OH HaclaXAasCs PefKUM OTOBIXOM B ITIOMeCThe. Tak 4To
3TH TPOE YaCTEHBKO COOMpanuch BMeCTe 3a 00emoM.

E MsHb oueHb MI00KIT CBOETO As/0. TOT Majio TOro 4To Bceryia 6arofyIiHo ysi0ancs Ipy BUOe
IJIeMSHHUKA, TaK eIre ¥ PacCIIpallrBall 0 3aHITUIX COBCEM He TaK, KakK 3aMeCTHTe b MUHUCTPa E,
KOTOPHIN U ISITH CJIOB CBSI3aTh HE MOT, YTOOH HEe HaYaTh CEPOUTHLCS ¥ TOMOPIIUTD YCHI. [ISIs JIUIIEL
MSITKO ¥ TEPIIeIMBO YKa3bIBal MaTbYUKY Ha OIIHOKH.

E MsHb OTIIMYAJICS XKUBLIM HPABOM, a TOCIIOXKa X9 K TOMY 3Ke BCSI4YeCKHU IT0TaKasla ero maoCcTsM,
II09TOMY OHU He IPHUAEePKUBAIUCE ITPaBUIa MOJTYaHuUs 3a efoi. E MsHb yBIeUYeHHO IepecKa3kiBall
UM 3a0aBHBIE UCTOPUH, CTyUYMBINKMECS 3a IeHb B akafgeMuu. OH yMeJl TOBOPUTh KPACHOPEUUBO U
00pa3Ho, 3aCTaBIIsIs CYIPYTroB CTAPIIel BETBU TO U [EJI0 IOKATHBAThLCS CO cMexy. Crapimnue
CIIy>XKaHKHU U HSHBKH, IIPUCITyKUBABIINE PSIOM, TOXKE BCTABIISIIA CIOBEYKO-IPYTOE MIJIS BECETIBS,
3a0aBiIsIsT X035I€EB.

T'ocmoxka X9 He MOTJla He B3[IBIXaTh IIPO0 cebs: BOT KaK JOIXKeH BHTIISIAeTh HAaCTOSIINM oM. Bce aTu
roOBl B MX COOCTBEHHOW BETBU LIAapUJIO0 YHEIHUE U 3allyCTEHHE, M OHA CaMa He 3Hajla, KaK CMOrJa 3T0
BEIHECTH.

3aroBOpUB O L[BUHBLIIM, KOTOPYIO OH C TAKMM MaCTEPCTBOM ITOMMa B UMIIEPATOPCKOM 3amoBeqHuKe, E
MsHb IOBEpHYJICS ¥ NprKa3an ®3HI3UHIO:

— Ckopee cOerati B [IBop baodsn u npunecu Ban Cucu.
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