V3 ¢pnakoHa TOHKOM CTPYUKOM NOTSHYICS 01eqHO-OyphIil HHIMOK, MEII€HHO OKYTHIBas CTOSBIINX 3a
CIIMHOU MaHKao CTpaXXHUKOB. BOT TOJIBKO 3TO ABUKEHUE COIPOBOXKAAIOCH TUXUM, HU3KUM
XKyXKKaHUEM, [I0X0KUM Ha [IPOXb HAaTAHYTOU TETUBEH! Ha BeTpy... HeT! OT0 BoBCce He nriM! KeBuH
MT'HOBEHHO IIOHSJI: TO, UTO BEIPBAJIOCh HAPYXKY, OBIJIO pOEM JIETYYnX HaCeKOMBIX!

CobOpaBmuch BMeCTe, HaCEKOMble Ka3a/IUCh JIETKOU ABIMKOM, HO CTOUJIO UM PacCesiThCs, KaK OHU TYT
JKe MCYEe3JIM U3 BUY — TO JIU U3-3a KPOILIEYHOTO pa3Mepa, TO JIX U3-3a 3allUTHON OKPACKH.
CTpaxHuKY MaHKao OBITH POCTIEIMU U KPEIKUMU BOMHAMHU, OHAKO B TOT MUT, KOTa PO# paccesics,
OHU OJIMH 3a OPYTUM Hadall HeeCTeCTBEHHO U3rubaThCs UK 3aCTHIBATh, @ HEKOTOPHIX 3abuiia
KpyNHas Apoxb. VX runmnorpudsl, NpuBbIYHbIE K OUTBAM U IIPEKPacCHO 00y4YEHHbIE, TOXKE
3aHEepPBHUYAJIY, ¥ CPEU HUX HadaloCh CMSATEHHE.

«Onu 3a6panuchk BHYTPh UX TeN!» — MpHU BUME 3TOU XKYTKOM, HEeCTECTBEHHON KapTUHK KeBuH cpa3y
BCE IIOHSJL.

B T0 ke MraoBeHre MaHKao ¢ 6€3yMHBIM BUJIOM CXKajl B pyKe (py1lakoH U BHIKPUKHYIT:
— Ha tot 6eper! CxBaTuTh UX UM YOUTH!

3pauku KeBuHa pe3ko cy3unuchk. OH B3MaxHyJ1 PyKO# B CTOPOHY 2KeJle3HOU KaBajlepuul YI3UHb,
IpU3bIBas:

— Hagzap! brictpee!

Ho nropmsam Bcerpma Hy2KHO BpeMs Ha TO, 4TOOBI cpearupoBaTh. K ToMy e npuka3 otnan He OcBanibg.
Bcapnuku 2Kenme3Hol KaBanepuu YI[3UHb ellle Jaxke He YCIeNld pa3BepHYTh KOHeH, Kak Bparu C
IIPOTUBOIIOJNIOKHOT0 Gepera yKe pUHYJIUCh HA HUX.

Brpouem, mogpMu UX yKe BPS M MOXKHO OBIJIO Ha3BaTh. HacTosSIIuM YeIoBeK He CIoco0eH Tak
HEeCTECTBEHHO U3rubaThCs B MPBIXKKE, [la ¥ IIEPEMaXHYTh ODHUM MaXOM 4Yepes IIMpPOoKyio Pexky Kia
eMy He TI0fi cuny. Bce 3To BHIIIAENO TakK, OYATO BHYTPH UX TeJl OyIleBasl MOIIHEIM BUXPb, KOTOPBIN
HeC 3THU IYCTHIe, JIETKUE KOXKaHble MEIITKY BIlepe[ C OTJIYIIUTEIbHEIM BOEM.

— Crena muToB! — psaABKHYI OCBasbi.

BouHbI ApMuu XkeJjle3Hoi KaBajlepuu YI3UHDb C TPOXOTOM OIYCTHUIIN Ha 3eMJII0 CBOU TSIXKeJIble
MeTannn4yeckue muThl. ONUH 3a APYTUM Pa3fajiich 3BOHKHE MeTaJlIndyeCcKue YOaphl, U B
TIOMHSIBINIENCS ITBIJIA BHIPOC CIIJIOIIHOM PSI[I IIJIOTHO MIPUTHAHHBIX OPYT K APYTY LIMTOB, 00pa3oBaB
BBICOKYIO U ITPOYHYIO CTEHY.

EnBa cTeHa COMKHY/IacCh, Kak JeTeBIlINe BIepenu KoxkaHble 0007I0UYKH, He YCIIeB 3aTOPMO3HUTh, C
pa3Maxy Bpe3asiich B Iperpajy, OTUero IIUTH 3aryiei OT MOIIHOTO yaapa.

Te «miogu», 4TO NIETENX CIIeIOM, 3aMEeTHUIHN IIPENSITCTBUE U IIPSIMO B Bo3ayxe cOpocuu ¢ ceds
YeJI0BEYECKYIO KOXKY, SSBUB MDY U3BUBAIOILIMECS 3MesIMU TIecuaHble TIOTOKH. Korma mycTrie
000JI0YK¥Y TTOCHIIAKACh BHU3, JaXke y BUMABIINX BUOB XpadperoB u3 2XKene3Hoi KaBamepun YI3UHb
TIOJKATHIIa K TOPJIy TOLIHOTA. BipoyeM, oTBpallleHye He IOMeIllayio UM TPe3BO OLleHUBATh CUTYAIIHIO.

HOBI/IHYHCB KOpOTKOIZ KOMaH€e OCBaHI:,'E[a, OoHU 0e3 JTUIIHUX CJI0B BCKUHYJIX JIYKH U BHIITYCTUIIA
CTPEJIBL ITPAMO B HaJBUTAIOIIUNKCS pOfI IecyaHbIX 3ME.

Ecnu 6B TONMBKO IIOIIACTh UM B cepnare... Ha 3T0 Hamesnuch BCe, HO 3aada OKa3alach He U3 JIETKUX.
PaccTostHre OBIIO CIIMIIKOM BEJINKO, 1 ITIeCYdHbIe 3MEHN YCIIEBAIIU U3rn0aThCs CaMbIM HEMBICIMMEIM



00pa3oM, yBOPauMBasCh OT JIETSIIUX CTPEJL.

Ho cmaBaThcst HUKTO He cobuparcs. [lake 3BepOIIOAU-TUTAHTE TOXKe B3SK OJIMHHBIE JIYKU U OOUH 3a
OPYTUM HAJIOKUJIM CTPEJIEl Ha TeTUBY. [1aB OTIIOP, OHU ellle MOTJIM HafledThCS YHUUTOXKUTH ITUX
TBapel, HO ecnu Obl OHU IPOCTO 06eXkKau, TO 0Ka3aauch OBl B JIOBYIIKe 0e3 e[UHOrO IIaHca Ha
CIlaCeHHue.

Bnaxwusiit Bo3ayx Hapg Pekoit Kima HeMHOTO MeIiaj ITecYaHbIM 3MesIM, ¥ IBUTANIUCh OHU 3aMETHO
Me[JieHHee, 4yeM Toraa, B 3abpomenHoM xpaMe Boponbero I'Hesma. Ho aTa popa maBana momgsam
JIUIIB JIUIITHUE TIOJIMAHYTH XKU3HHU.

— TToman! — To ¥ men0 BEIKPHKHBAJIKA BOMHEI IIOM TPAfOM CTPEJI, YTO 3aMeTHO IIOJHUMAJI0 00eBOM
OyX.

HecKonbKo mecyaHblx 3MeH IOf IJIOTHEIM 00CTPEJIOM IOJIYYUIN CTPENTy MPSIMO B CEpPAIle, MTHOBEHHO
3aCTHUIM ¥ OCHITIANKCh eckoM. Ho papmocTs Onlia Helonrol. He ycrenu CTUXHYTh 0OeHbIe
BO3TJIACHl, KaK UX CMEHUIM TPEBOXKHbLIE BEIKPUKH.

OcrimaBuIuiicst 6e3KU3HEHHBIN TECOK IIPAMO B IIOJIETE IIPUTATUBAJICA K yII€JIEBIIUM IM€CYaHbIM
3MeEeAM U BIIMTBHIBAJICSA B UX TeJla, CJIINBaACh C HUMHU BOE€IUHO.

OcTaBimmecs 3Meu BMUT CTaJid Kyfa KpyIHee U PBaHYJIX BIiepe C elre 60JbIlell CKOPOCTHIO.
Crositiiasi Bliepeiy CTeHa IIMTOB HETIPEPHIBHO T'yAesa OT SPOCTHHIX YAAapOB U JpoxXkKaJjia BCe CUIIbHEE.

HeckonbKo mecyaHblx 3MeH ycIenn 000UTH CTEHY C (JIaHTOB ¥ IIPOPBAJIUCH B caMble Psimbl 2Kee3Houn
KaBaJiepuu YI3WHb.

PeB runnorpudos, KpUKY yKaca U SPpOCTHLIE BOIIJIA CIIMINCEH B efuHBIM I'yi. [lepen rnasamu KeBuHa
¥ OCTaJIbHBIX 0KMJI KOIIMap, CIy4YUBIINICS ¥ BOPOT 3abpoIieHHOro xpamMa Boponsero I'He3nma. B To
JKe MTHOBEHHUeE pa3fajics OTJIYIIUTENbHEIY yaap: HallafaBlide CHapyXKy IlecyaHble 3MeN MOIIHBIM
yIapoM OKOHYATEeJIbHO IIPEBPATUIIN TSXKeJIble IIKUTH B IPyay 6ecIione3Horo goMa.

B sTto KpPpaTKO€ MIHOBEHHE ITPOMUIO0IIIIO CIIMIIKOM MHOTI'O€.

CreHa IIUTOB C TPOXOTOM pa3jeTenach Ha Kycku. OCTphble MeTa/In4eCcKrue 0CKOJIKY, KOTOPhie OBIIN
Ky/la OIacHee CTPEJI, MMOJIOCHYJIU 10 ITePBHIM psifaM, cOMBasi C HOT BOMHOB ¥ UX CKAKyHOB.

KeBUH CTOSITT IPSAMO TTOCPENY TYyUYM OCKOJIKOB M 30JI0TUCTO-0YpOTo IecKa, IMPSIMOM U HEeIIOKOJIeOUMBIH,
C0BHO Kombe. OH TBEPHOM PYKOHM HATSHY/ TETUBY AJIMHHOTO JIyKa U, MPHUIIYPUB OfKH a3, CKBO3b
XaocC JeTAIMX 00JIOMKOB IIPULIENIUIICS B CTOSIBILIETO Ha TOM Gepery MaHKao.

B ToT Mur, Korfa orpoMHas Iec4aHas 3Mes IIpopBaiach CKBO3b CTEHY U OpOCHIach Ha BOKCKO,
CJIeTIolN JieB, MHOT'O JIET OCTaBaBIIUICS B 3BePUHOM 007MKe, oBeJl yiaMu. OH OTTOJIKHYJI JIaIllof
BCKpUKHYyBIIero Manenrvkoro JIbBa baHa nogaselie, a 3aTeM pPe3KO0 OHSJICS.

[Tox TYCKJIBIM JIyHHBEIM CBETOM €T0 CUJIYST CTPEMUTENIBHO BEITIHYJICA. B MrHOBEHUE OKa Nepeq
IleCYaHOU 3Meel BEIPOC UCIIOJIMH, BCTABIIUI HEPYILIUMOU FOPOY Ha ee MyTHU.

9710 OBLI Maii.

OH CTOSMT NMUIIOM K BOWCKY U CIIMHOM K IecyaHbIM 3MesiM. Criernol Ha o0a rita3a, C yCoXIel IpaBoi
PYKOM, HO IIJIOTHO CXKaThie T'YOBI BEIPaXKallyd Ty e HEeIMPEeKJIOHHOCTh U PEIIUMOCTD, YTO U JEeCSATh JIeT



Ha3aj.
KeBuH pa3Kai masnbIlbl.
— I'yn TeTussl!

U cTpena c BoeM paccekyia BO3AYX, MTPOOUBIINCH CKBO3b Ty4y OCKOJIKOB ¥ ITecuynHOK. OHa JieTea Tak
OBICTPO, YTO HUKTO He ycIell Ol fake MOPTHYTh.

CreknsHHBIY (Dr1akKoH B pyKe MaHKao pa3jeTencs Bape6e3ru. BiaxKHEIN OT PeYHBIX OPHI3T
HaKOHEYHUK CTPeJIbl Pa30u CTEKIIO U, He Tepsisi CKOPOCTH, HaCKBO3b IPOIIXTI TeJlo MaHKao.

[Tecuansle 3MeH, KOTOPEIMY OH YIIPaBJISy, 3aCTHIIM HAa MECTe, a 3aTeM Pa30M OCHITIaIHUCE.
Brnuxaimuii MoToK mecka o0pymmics npsiMo Ha KeBuHa.
— Bax!

[TpopzkaBeBIIKi IIUT Bpe3ascs B 3eMJII0 IPSIMO repen KeBUHOM, YKPBIB €r0 OT MIeCYaHoro JIMBHS. B
CIenymwolyo ceKyHny KeBuH moYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK YbU-TO KPEIKKHe PYKu 00XBATUIHU €r0 3a TaNlUi0 U
PBIBKOM 3aTallliid B CEeJIo.

CHOuHOM OH MpHUXKaJcsd K TBEPHABIM MBILILaM, TAKeJI0e AbIXaHue KOCHYJIOCh ero JIONaToK, a Hafl CaMbIM
YXOM pa3fasics SpoCTHBIU peB OcBajibaa, 0T KOTOPOro KeBUH HEBOJIbHO IIOMOPIIUIICS:

— TrI XOTh YeM-HUOYIb MPUKPEITICS OB, TBOIO MaTh! [lyMaels, y TeOst Xaps IpoyHee IuTa?!

B To ke BpeMs TUTaHTCKas IecyaHas 3Mesi, OTJIOTUBIIAs CBOMX COOpaTheB, paciianach Tydel mecka,
KOTOPYIO IPUHSI Ha cebs Mal — BCTaBIINi HEPYIIIUMOM TOPOY 3BePOYEIOBEK-TUTAHT.

omKHO OBITH, 9TO MPUYKUHSIIIO HEBLIHOCUMYIO 60JIh, HO OBIBIIM BOXK/Ib 3BEPOJIIONEN-TUTAHTOB, HaBHO
TIPUBBIKIINY K CTPAaHUSAM, [aXKe He ITOMOPIIHIICS.

Ero pa3yM Ka3aJiCAd BC€ TAaKUM K€ 3aTyMaHEHHEIM, a MOZKET, OH NaBHO IIPHUIIIE]I B cebs.

B03MO0KHO, OH He ITOHMMAJI, YTO 3a PeKa IIYMUT y Hero 3a CIKHOMH, YbHM 9TO 3€MJIH ¥ KOTO UMEHHO OH
3aKkpeiBaeT cobor. Ho oH TOYHO 3HAI OMHO: 9TO mojie 605, @ OH — BOUH.

[TyTh BomHa Bcerma KOPOTOK, Be[b OH OTHAET CBOO KM3Hb Pagy TOTO, YTOOB! BEIXKUBIITKE MOTJIH
IIPOUTY Hasblle.

— Het! — ¢ nmauem 3akpuyan ban u 6pocuics K Hemy.

Ha JIeTy CMEHUB 3BepHHBIfI 00JIMK Ha YeJioBe4eCKHH, OH PYXHYII Ha 3eEMITI0O 1 MepTBOfI XBaTKOMU
BOEIINUIICA B HOT'Y Mas.

ITo CyTH, OH OBIJT BCETO JIUIITh BOCBMHU-JEBATUIIETHUM peﬁeHKOM, KOTOprﬁ Ha (1)0He OTIla-BEJIMKaHa
BRITJISAOE]I COBCEM KPOIIEYHEIM.

Mait, yeit pa3ym gonrue rogsl 61yKaan BO ThMe, PaCTePSIHHO 3aMep OT 3TUX 00bsaTuil. OH OMyCTHI
IIMPOKYIO JTafOHb Ha B3LEPOIIEHHYI0 MaKyIIKy ChIHa 1 HETPOMKO ITPOU3HEC:

— TwI cHOBa mOApOC.



Ero romnoc XpHUIiejl OT AOJITOr0 MOJIYaHNK A, HO 3By4dall CIIOKOMHO U TaCKOBO — 6YJITO OH IIPOCTO
HEeHaOoJIro B3APEMHYJI, a IPDOCHYBIIXCH, 3aMETHIJI, YTO ChIH yCII€JI HEMHOI'O ITOOPACTH.

Ho B ciienyrniee MITrHOBEHNE OH PA32Kall ITaJIbIIbI baHa v cHOBa PEe3KO0 OTTOJIKHYIJI €TI0 OT ce0s.

B ToT MmomeHnT, Korma Csio mopgxBaTuil baHa, Teno Mas 0OKOHYaTeIbHO ITPEBPATUIOCE B TeCOK. Ha mur
B BO3MyX€ 3aBUC €r0 BEICOKUY CUIYIT, HO HaOexKaBIINM IIOPHIB BeTpa 6e3:KaT0CTHO pa3Besiy ero 0e3
ciema.

C rubenbio riaBaps ero 6aHga paccesiach. BrpoueM, mpucnemHukd MaHKao B GOJTBITHHCTBE CBOEM
IIPEBPATUIIUCH B MYCThIE KOJKAHBIE MEIIKY, TaK YTO JKUBBEIX CPEIM HUX ITOYTH HEe 0CTaJIOCh.

OmacasiCh JIOBYIIKH, BCagHUKY 2KeJle3HOH KaBaJlepUH BEITYCTUIIN 10 IPOTUBOIIOIOKHOMY Oepery
elre OOHY Ty4y CTpesl. YOeOuBIIUCE, YTO BCE CTUXIIO, [I9H U OCTAJIbHEIE MIPHHSIIA 3B€PUHBINA 00/IMK U
nepesneTeny peky. [IoOKpykuB B HeGe, OHU OTHICKAJIH IIONXO/SINee MECTO U IPU3EMITUIKCh.

— Yeprt! a TyT BCe B IleCKe, CTYIIUTh Herge! — BOpYasl ABYXMETPOBBIM 300POBSK [I9H. 3aKaB HOC U
CTyTas Ha LBIIOYKAX, OH [OJIT0 XOAUII KPyraMu ¥ HaKOHEI[ IPUHSJICS 3a IOUCKH, 60pMoyYa Iof HOC:

— Mankao, MaHkao, MaHkao... ['me ke TPyI 9TOro MejaKoro yoonka?..

— XM... — I3H BOPYT C HEAOYMEHHEM IIPUIIOOHA HOT'Y. HpI/ICGB, OH IIPUHAJICA PA3TIAdObIBATh YTO-TO
Ha 3eMIJie, a 3aTeM C 6pe3FJ'II/IBBIM BUOOM IIOAHSAI OJIMHHYIO CTPETY:

— Troy, Kakas ragocTs! ITOT BEIPOOOK CBA/IWICS NMPSIMO B Ky4y Ilecka. [0/I0Ba U mie4yn
paccChHIaInCh paxoM, a Bce 0CTalbHOE ylleneno. BoT moyeMy ero OBIJIO TaK TPYAHO OTHICKATh! O,
KTO TaM CTpeJisil... £ Halles TBOW CTpery!
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