MaJseHbKHH €BHYX, 0 9TOT0 POOKO IIJIEBIIMICS [T03aK, BOPYT CIIOXBATHIICS ¥ MOCIEIINIT 3a0eKaTh
Brepen. ['e 3To BUmaHO, YTOOH! ITPOBOKATHIN TAIIMICS c3amu? YucTtoe 6e306pa3ue.

TonbKO TOrma OH PeIInICsS IepefaTh BOIIO rocynaps:

— BposcTBytomas umneparpuia, Ero BemuyecTBo oxugaeT Bac B maBuinboHe CuBaHb... — OH
3aMSsIJICS Ha MOJIyCTIOBe.

WmMmepatpuila ofHsNa ria3a. OKMHYB CIYTY JIEHUBHIM, OIEHUBAIOIIUM B3TJISIIOM, OHA HECIIEIIHO
IIPOU3HECIA:

— 4 3Haro.

OnsTe ero 060pBaHI/I Ha IIOJIyCJIOBE.

EBHYX IOCTYIITHO IPUKYCUJI I3BIK U 0OJIbIlle He U37all HU 3BYKa.

[MTaBumboH CHUBAHb CIYXKUIT OOUTEIIBIO HAJOKHUIE Y9H, MaTepu CeObMOro MpuHIa. To, 94To
HUMIIEPATOP XKIaJl UX UMEHHO TaM, TOBOPHUJIO CaMo 3a ce0s — ImIpaBUTEeNb HaBePHSIKa HOTafaCs, YbHX
PYK 9TO Meo.

[Moka Ko 1135113561 pa3MHIIUIsET 06 9TOM, UMIIepaTPHIla CJIeTKa CXKaJla ero TagoHb, Ha KOTOPYIO
OTIMpasnach Mpu Xoas0e, ¥ TUXO MIEMHYIA:

— l'yitoansp, He OTBIEKaANCA.

FOnorra B3rnsgHyn Ha Hee. OHa yIBIOHYIAch C TAaKUM OeP3KUM, Oe3ynepKHEIM IpeHeOpekeHneM K
omacHocTd, OyaTo XKAana 9TOr0 OHS NONTHE TONHL.

B atoT mur mepen Ko 13511351 MpefcTana He yBsgaoIIas XKeHIMHA, UICTOYEHHAS NeCATHIIETHIMU
IBOPIIOBOM HEBOJIM, @ BOCCTABIIHH U3 MeMia (eHUKC, TOTOBhIM MCIIENeINTh CBOMM IIJIJaMeHEM BeCh
MUp.
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[TaBunron CuBaHb

MMmepaTop CUAeN y TOCTENH CeabMoro npuHiia. OH B3TJISTHYI Ha CHIHA, JIeXKallero B 6eciaMsTCTBe,
OCTOPOKHO KOCHYJICS ero j16a ¥ TyT K€ OTHEPHYJI PYKY.

Crowumno €My IIOBEPHYTHECA K CJIyraM, KaK BCA POOUTENIbCKasA HEZKHOCThb 66CCJ’I€HHO HCIIapuiiachb C €ro



JIULA.

— YT0 CKaxemb? — XOJIOTHO CIIPOCHII OH.

I'maBHHI ynpaBJ’IHI-OH.[I/Iﬁ y, IIpeaaHHo 3aMepLHHfI Y U3Tr0JIOBBA, IIOCIIEUINJI OTBETUTE:

— IIpungBopHEIE TeKapy pa3BoOAaAT pykaMmu, Bame Benuyectso...

— ¢ He 00 3ToM, — OGOpBaJ'[ €ero uMIiepaTop u BCKUHYII I'OJIOBY. — b5l CIIPpallIuBaAlO: IMIOOTBEPOUIIOCE JIH,
4YTO COBEPIIMBIIKE IMOKYIIEHNE€ TAHIOBIOUIIEI — K3 TaHBIX HaeMHUKOB Cs10 Lu?

Y Cu nHe pemniicsa OTBETUTE Cpa3y. OCTOpO}KHO B3TJIAHYB Ha IIOBEJIUTETISA, OH C ABHBIM
3aMeliaTeJIbCTBOM IIPONU3HEC:

— Baime BenmuecTBo... BallleMy CIyre KaxKeTcs, UYTO B 3TOM Jiejie CIIUIITKOM MHOTO TEMHBIX ISTEH.
Benb cempMo¥ IpUHIL 0OBIYHO. ..

— XoyeIb CKa3aTh, ero okyeBeTanu? — ['0710c ©UMIIepaTopa yrpoXxKarllle yrali, efBa CaepXKruBaeMas
sIpOCTh pBajach HapyXKy. — A Te TpUHAALATh MEPTBELIOB, KOTOPHIX MBI 3aXBaTuiau? Mx Toxe
of0OpoCUiy, YTOOH ITOACTABUTEL ero? M pagu Yero 3aTeBaTh CTOJIb CI0XKHYI0 UTPY? Pafiu KakKoro-to
6e3ymua?!

u IIpaBUTEJIA HUCKOJIBKO HE l'IOKOpO6I/IJ'IO, YTO OH Ha3BaJI COOCTBEHHOT'O ChIHA CyMaCIIeIInM.

Y Cu nocmneniso pyxHyn Ha KojieHu. O01uBasiCh X0JI0OOHEIM ITIOTOM, OH 3aUKasiCh TPOOOPMOTAT:

— Ba-Bamre BenuuecTBo, y Ballero HUYTOKHOTO CIYTH... ¥ B MBICIISIX He OBIJIO IIOKPBIBATH CEIEMOTO
IPUHIIA...

B 9TOT MOMEHT OT [Bepeii JOHeCCsT 3BOHKUY I'0JI0C HeKYPHOTO eBHYXa:

— Ero BenuuecTBo! BroBcTBYyIoIas uMmnepaTpulia npuosiial

WmMmepaTop 3acTaBuil cebst YCIIOKOUThCS. [laxke He B3TNISTHYB Ha KOJIEHONpPeKIoHeHHoro Y Cu, oH
XOJIOOHO OPOCHIT:

— Jlekapu yMynpsiIuCh CKpBIBaTh OT MeHs Henyr Csgo Ly nesnbix gecats eT. Kak gyMaells... MOT'Yy JIX
s IIOCJIEe 9TOTO NOBEPSTH Tebe?

Y Cu mepTBeHHO mo6enHeN.



EmBa BOOBCTBYIOIIAS HMIIEPATPHUIlA IIEPECTYIIMIa IIOPOT IaBuiboHa CrBaHb, KaK HAaBCTPeUy el
BBIIIIE]T CaM MMIIePaTop.

— MaTYIl[Ka, — IMOYTUTEJIbHO CKJIOHHUII OH T'OJIOBY.

Ona OKHWHYJIa €TI0 XOJIOODHEIM B30POM, U €[1Bd 3aMETHO YCMEXHYIIdCh:

— A g-Tto OyMaJlla, CbIH, KOTOPOT'O A BBEIPACTUJIA C TAKUM TPYAOOM, CIIUT U BUOUT MEHS B MOTHUIIE...
HOCMOTpI/I, TBOM COOCTBEHHEBIE OETH YXKe II0OPaCTaloT. 3amoMHH: KakK Thl OTHOCHIIILCS KO MHE, TakK U
OHH CO BpeMEHEM IIOCTYIIAT C ToOOM. [ToHUMAeIb JI THI 3TO Ter[epb?

I/IMHepaTop Ha MUT OKaMeHeln. JIUITh MTHOBEHUE CIIYCTSA OH TAXKEJIO B3OJOXHYII:

— Martyurka Bce ele IepxKUT Ha MeHs 00umy?

ViMmepaTpuiia JUIIb BIaCTHO II0Beja PyKO:

— I'yittoanb, Beu MeHs BHYTPb. Ha ynulile CKBO3HSK, a KOCTH Y MEHS yKe CTaphle, He TO YTO
npexpne. He poBeH Yac MPOCTYAULILCS — TakK B 3TOM OBOPIIE IOTOM M JieKaps IPUJIMYHOTO He
IOIIPOCHUIIBCS. ..

WMmnepaTop ysa3BJI€HHO mofgxKan ryosl. OH X0Tes1 6510 BO3Pa3uTh, HO IEPEIyMal U MOT4a
TIOCJIeJOBA 32 MaTEPLIO.

Hanoxuuiia YsH cTOs/Ia Ha KOJIEHSX V¥ caMoro Bxofna, 6e3ymepKHo phifasi. [[Boe eBHYXOB KPETIKO
IepxKajy ee 3a [JIeYd, He JaBas HafeaTh IIYIOoCTel. YBUIEeB BOIIEMINX, OHA 3alpUYUTalIa ellle
rpoMmue:

— BposcTBytomas umneparputia! Bamre BenuuectBo! Tanb 6e3BHHHO OoKJieBeTan! OH Bedhb elre
COBCEM JUTS, C 4ero Okl eMy TBOPUTH oH0o0Hoe?!

— 3amonmuu! — He BeIIEpKaJ UMIIepaTop. — Y9H, Kak s OTHOCUIICS K TeOe Bce 3Tu rogwl? Y BOT TBOS
6marogapHocTh! CKpBIBATh OT MEHS HEOYT CeIbMOI0 IIPHHIIA, ero TeEMHOE KOJIIOBCTBO, €r0 IIMHOHOB
110 BCEMY [IBOPIIY... Bce TBOU Tpsi3Hble TallHHI Teleph HapyXKy! He mepeno MHOM TeOe HYKHO BHITD, a
CIIPOCUTL caMy ce0si: KOTO Thl TPOM3BeJia Ha CBET — YeJioBeKa UK YymoBuUIre?!

— Bamre BenuyectBo... — HanoxXHulla pBaHyIach BIepes, HO CTOSIBIINK PSIOM €BHYX JIOBKO 3axKall
el pOT IIJTaTKOM.

I/IMHepanI/ILIa IIepeBejia B3rJdan C pbmafomeﬁ XKEeHINWHEI Ha ChIHA ¥ HETPOMKO IIPON3HECIIA:



— Ilorogu TOPAYUTHCA. Y MeHs ecThb BOIIPOC K HAJIOZKHUIIE YoH.

EBHYX BOITPOCHUTEJILHO B3TJISIHYJI Ha UMIIepaTOpa U, IOJTy4YUB e[Ba 3aMETHHIN KMBOK, OTIIYCTHII
JKEHIIUHY.

Hanoxwuwuia YaH GornbIle He cMejla KpU4aTh, UL 6€3MOJIBHO TJI0Taa CIe3Hl, TPAfoM KaTHUBIINECs
TIO JIMLLY.

— Ckaxu MHe, YsH, — BKpafuMBO CIPOCHUIIa UMIIepaTpulia, — a rge cerdac Ham OguHHAAIATHINA?

Hanox#ulla MTHOBEHHO OCYHYJIaCh.

— Bamre BenmuuecTBo, 9T Boe OpaTheB Bcerga ObUIM Hepa3ly4Hb], — 06paTHUIach BOOBCTBYOLIAS
UMIIepaTpHIla K ChIHY. — UM 51 HY 3a 4TO He moBepio, OynTo OguHHAALATEIA OCTABAJICS B HEBEIEHUHN. .

— IlomwaguTe! — UCTOLIHO B3BU3THYJIA HAJIOXKHULA Y3H.

— Bort BuguIb, — co B3J0XOM 3aMeTHIIa UMIepaTpuIla. — B 9ToM Mupe IHIIb MaTePHUHCKAs JTI000Bb
yucTa ¥ 6e3yCI0BHA, OTBETHOE K€ YYBCTBO [eTeH BCerfa C U3bsIHOM... Y9H moHuMaet, 4to Cso Lu
el yX&ke He CIIacTH, a TIOTOMY IIkITaeTcs yoepeub xoTs 661 OguHHapauaToro. Ho 4to, ecnu moruOHyT
o0a? Bempb TO, UTO OHM COBEPILUIIA — He TJIyIas IIanoCTh... U B CTOIH HEKHOM BO3pacTe.

OHa BHOBB IIOBEPHYJIACh K UMIIEPATOPY:

— Ckonpko cerdac OpuHHaanaToMy? OKOIO TpUuHaguaTu?

HWmMnepatop omnemusn. B rpyny y Hero HeIprusATHO 3aK0JI0JIO.

— [ToMHMIIB 7K TH Ce0s B €T0 TOOBI? — CIIPOCHIa UMIIepaTpHUIia.

HWMnepatop nomMpayHer:

— 4... B To BpeM4 £ 1oJTydas HarOHSU OT I'PaHA-CeKpeTapeil 3a TO, YTO He MOT TOJIKOM pa3o0paThb
rOCy[apCTBEHHEIE MOKJIafbl. MHE U B I'OJIOBY IIPUUTH HE MOTJIO...

— Bot umenHo, — o6opBasa ero MaTh. — [lecsaTh JIeT g He Kacanach fef rapema. Bemukyio FOH, mmo
c4acThio, o0eperanu BepHble MUHUCTPEL, TakK 4TO O60/IbII0N 6efbl He CIy4ynsiock. Ho mocMOTpH, BO YTO
IIpeBpPaTUIICS TBOU COOCTBEHHBIN ABOpeln? B Kakoe THE30 ITOPOKa U 3ar0BOPOB?

— TrI rogaMu HeHaBUIEI MEHS 3a TO, YTO S He CIIENNIa OeIUThCS BIacThio. Ho pa3Be s He X0Tena
3Toro? THI IIJIOTH OT IIJIOTH MOEH, U 5 UL 6051ack, YTO THl OCTYyHUINbCS. Y BOT pe3ynbrart... Eciu



OBl 1 He BMelIllazlach CETOOHS, TO 3aBTPa CaMO CyIlIeCTBOBaHHE Benuko# KOH nom Hayanom HaIIero
Poda OKa3aJIOCh Onl 10 OOIBIIUM BOIIPOCOM.

OHa pe3Ko pa3BepHYyIach K HaIOXKHuUIE Y9H:

— T'oBopu Bcio mpaBay, UYsH. Tebe onHOM, Oyab TBOM Csi0 Ll XOTh TPUK/IBL AbSIBONBCKY YMEH UITU
onmepxkuM OecaMu, Takoe He IIPOBEPHYTh. Brl 6€3BHIIa3HO CUMIENIM B YeThIpeXx cTeHax. OTKyna y Bac
mopu? OTKyna BnusHUe? TBoeMy OTIY C ero XKaJIKUM TPeThUM YMHOBHUYBKMM PAHTOM IOJOOHEIE fesa
He II0 I1evy!

Hanoxuwuia YsH OIIeIOMIEHHO YCTaBU/IACh Ha BIOBCTBYMOIIYI0 uMnepaTpully. OHa mobiegHerna.

Onau IIpeaCTaBUTh HE MOTJIA, 9YTO Ha CBETe CYIIEeCTBYIOT CTOJIb T'PO3HBIE KEHIITUHEI.

Ka3zasBiasica CoMIeHHOU, TUIIEHHON BCSKOX OIOPH! ¥ 3allepTas B TJIyXOM YTy ABOPLA Ha IeJioe
OecsTUIETHE, 9Ta XeHI[MHA celyac, IPIMO Y Hee Ha rjla3ax, OQHUM JIETKUM OBUXKEHUEM
BO3Bpalliana cefe BeIuyue.

Kon Lluansaue BOUCTHUHY Onlna CTPAIIHBIM ITPOTUBHHUKOM.

CtucHyB 3y0bl, HaJI0KHHKIIA Y9H pelmniach Ha OTYasHHBIY ar. OHa BCKUHYJIA TOJI0BY U UCTOLIHO
TPOKpUYaia UMIIEPATOPY:

— Konb pemieHo MeHs cTyOuTh, Tak U BUHa OTHIIeTcst! Baie BenmuyecTBo, 51 yucTa nepepn Bamu!

C 3THMHM CJIOBAaMH OHA IIOIBITANIACh CO BCEM CHIIBI TIIPUKYCHUTDH cebe S3HIK.

— Hy xe, ymupai ckopeit! — nefssHBIM TOHOM GpocHia UMIIepaTPHUIla, YKa3biBask Ha Hee IasbleM. —
TBOs cMepTh CTaHET My4IIuM Ipu3HaHueM! Bce cpa3y MOKMMYT, YTO ThHI IBITAEIILCS IPUKPHITH TEX,
KTO CTOUT 3a TBOEM CIMHOIM!

— Jlepxats ee! 2KuBee! — UCIyraHHO BEIKPUKHYJI UMIIEPATOP.

HamoxHuila YsH B 3aMelIaTeNIbCTBE 3aMepiia, HO CeKyHIa poMefieHus pemuruna Bce. CTOSBIINN
PSIIOM €BHYX PE3KHUM, OTTOUEHHBIM JBUXKEHUEM BBIBUXHYJI €1 YeTI0CTh.

WmMmnepatpuiia 607bilie He CMOTPesIa B ee CTOpPoHy. OHa HECIIeIlHO Pa3BepPHYIacCh:

— HUpewm. ITornaoum Ha Hamero Cso 1u.
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