OrpoMHBIY 3M€eH, 3aBJIQfIEBIINN €TI0 «T'OCTUHON», CIIajl, TaK YTO B 9TOM Mellepe 3Mel 0osblile He
Ob110. EMy coBepInieHHO Heuero OblIo O0SIThCS.

[Ty IIly HEMHOTO pacKoIlaja BXO B Iellepy, YTOOH! ClenaTh ero mupe. OMyCcTHB B3TIIS/, OH TYT Xe
pPa304apoBaHHO HAMYJ TyOHI.

9TO MeCTO U IIpaBOa OBLTI0... IIPOCTO y2KaCHBIM.

Cgoto cobctBennyio meuiepy Ly Iy BeiKambiBai mo KpynuiiaMm. HecKOIbKO COTEH JIeT XKU3HU B TUKON
IpUpore B 06IMYbe XOMSIKa OJapUIN eMy OOraThIi OIBIT B PhIThe HOP. ECTECTBEHHO, €r0 HAaBhIKU
OblK Ha BhICOTE. [axe IOCJIe CUJIHOTO OXK[IS B ero memiepe He Obu10 ceipo. Ho 3To MecTo...

Ckopee Bcero, 9To Oblzia HeOOJIbIAS pacile/lnHa, ©3HAYaIbHO CYIIIeCTBOBABILIAS B 9TOM MaJIeHbKOU
rope, ¥ 3Mel IIPOCTO MPUCIIOCOOUIT ee IOl CBOe THe3[0. B TakuX CTAaphIX pacllelnHax HaBepHsIKa
CKAaIlIMBajach Biara. M, BO3MOXKHO, U3-3a POCAYUBAIOIIENCS BOMK TPEIIUHY CO BpeMeHeM
pa3Meio. EcTecTBeHHO, 371eCh OBIJIO 0YEeHB CHIPO.

BrnaxHas cpefa — uaeanbHOe MECTO [IJI Pa3MHOXKeHUsT 6aKTepHuil U IPOYUX KUBHIX OPTraHU3MOB...
3anax 371eCch CTOSIT He U3 MPUSATHHIX. CTEHH Melepsl TOPOCIH MXOM; IT0 HUM I10J13a/Ii MHOTOHOXKKHU U
KaKue-To MeJikue OyKaliku... M 3Mel mpaBaa MOT XKUTh B TAKOM MeCTe?

[y Iy Brine3 u3 Bxopa B neiepy. OH MOKaYMBaJCcs Ha HOTaX, a KOT'TH yXKe OfiepeBeHeNd 0T HOUHON
Konku. OH OKMHYJ BCE BOKPYT B3TJISIIOM, ITOJIHBIM OTBPAIIEHMUS.

BHe3anHO OH IOYYBCTBOBAJI JIETKYIO KaJIOCTh K UCIIOIMHCKOMY 3Mel0. XOTh 3Mel U OblJI 0OUeHb
CUJIBHBIM, €My ITPUXOOUIIOCH KUTh B TAKOM MECTe. ITO HU IIJIO HU B KAKOE CPaBHEHUE C €T0
COOCTBEHHBIM XKUITUIIEM!

ManeHnbKas paciiefiiHa, B KOTOPOU KUJI OTPOMHEIM 3Mel, Obllla HaMHOTO MeHblite roctuHoi [y [ly;
€My IIPUXOIUIIOCH CTHOATHCS B TPY MOTH0e N, YTOOR MPONTH BHYTPh. CoeiaB BCEro HECKOIbKO
I1ar0B, OH 3aMeTUJI 3MEUHYIO YelIyIo.

ITpu Bupe Hee y Iy Iy cHoBa mpobexkaay MypallKy II0 KOXe. BCIOMHMB, YTO OTPOMHOT0 3Mest
3[ecCh HET, OH C 001eTYeHNEM BHITOXHYII.

K cnoBy 0 3Mesix — [JIs1 MEJIKUX TPEI3YHOB, 0OUTAIOUIUX B IUKOU IPUPOLE, 3Mest Oblsla CAMbIM
CTPAIIHbIM XKUBOTHEIM. CTpax nepeq 3MessMU Y HUX OBIT 3a7102KeH B reHaX... 3aTo Komek [y Iy
o4ty He 0osics. Bo-nepBhIX, 3a FOOH XKU3HU Ha BOJIe OH He BCTPETUII HU ONHOM; 3a HUM OXOTHJIUCH
B OCHOBHOM COBHI. BO-BTODEIX... V €ro IPeXHUX X0351eB BCerfa XKula lapa-Tporka Koiiek. U atu
KOIIIKY BCIO KU3Hb MIATAINCh UCKITIOUUTEIBHO KOIIaYbM KOPMOM. XOTh OHU U MPOSBISANIN K HEMY
MHTEpeC U MOCTOSTHHO TEPJIUCh y KJIETKHY, OH I0JIaraj, YTO OHHM IIPOCTO XOTEJIN C HUM IIOUTPaTh, a He
CBECTb.

OH TOYHO He 00sJICS KOIlIeK, HO ¥ CUMIIATHX K HUM He MCIIBITHIBA HU MajeiInei. To, 94To
ITPOM30ILJIO BUEPa JHEM, PA303JIUIIO ero elle OOJbIIle, Be[b eC/IM CPAaBHUBATH C KOIIKOMN, TUTP OBLT Ha
HEee HeBEPOSITHO IOXO0XK.

C 9TOT0 MOMEHTa OH PEeLINST HEHABUAETh TUTPOB.

YysctBys cebst o6uxenubM, [y Iy 6e3:KanoCTHO HACTYIUI Ha YEIIyl0, OCTABJIEHHYI0 UCIIOTMHCKUM
3meeM. U B utore mopauuin Hory... [Togusas Hory, Illy Iy o6HapyKui Ha IOAOIIBE AJIMHHEIN IIOPE3 OT
OCTpPOY YeIlyH.



YenoBeueckoe TEJIO ¥ BIPaBOy OBIZIO 0YEHb XPYIKUM. 3Hal OH 00 9TOM paHbIlle, HX 3a YTO He CTal
Obl 6eraTh GOCUKOM 10 OCTPHIM KaMHSIM, YTOOLI He TI0pe3aTh HOTH.

V Illy Iy MenbKHYIa MBICTTb 3a7IM3aTh PaHY, HO, B3TJISIHYB Ha TPS3HEIM 11071, OH HE cMOT ce0st
3acTaBuUTh. [IpUIITIOCH 0TKA3aThCS OT 9TOM 3aTeU. B 9TOT caMblii MOMEHT OH BHE3AITHO 3aMETHJT
KPaCHUBHIM KaMeHb, KOTOPHIY COBEPIIEHHO He BIIMCHIBAJICS B OKPYKAIOIIyI0 00CTaHOBKY.

Taxkoii rmagKuil KaMeHb, 0OUEBUIHO, MOXKHO OBIJIO HAUTU TOJIBKO Y Py4bs, BIIafalolIero B HeGOIbIIoe
03epo. A pa3 OH 3[]eChb, 3HA4YUT, 3MeU CllellaIbHO ero npruHec. Y Kak TOJIBKO eMy yIasoch
IPUTAIIUTS Takyio riei0y... [y [y ocMoTpen pacnonoXkeHrue KaMHS U Cpa3y MOHSTI, 4YTO ero
IIPUHECTH CI0fia, CKOpee BCero, B Ka4eCTBe KPHIIIKHY.

[Ty ITy oTomBUHY KaMeHb U, KaK U 0XKHfall, yBUAeT 3a HUM HeOonblinoe yriyonernue. [Ipipa Oblia
He0ONbIION, U 3a Hell IBHO yXa’kKKUBa/ll — BHYTPHU OBUIO OYeHb YuCcTO. [I0X0XKe, TaM 4TO-TO JIexKaslo.

Heyxenu orpoMHBIid 3Mell CIIpATal 30ech Kaky-To eqy? Mnu, MoXKeT, COKpoBHILa?
[y Iy 3arnsiHys BHYTPb, BCETO Ha MTHOBEHUE, X BAPYT IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO UYTO-TO HE Tak.
Ha nHe HebGonbiIoro0 yriy0ieHus jexaina... eTo caMasi epBasi TpaBsgHas 100Ka?!

IIo mpeBpallleHus B 4YeJI0BeKa OH HUKOT'Ia He IIJIeNT TPaBSIHBIX 1000K. B TOT pas, 4TOOH CIIIECTH ee KaK
ClenyeT, OH BJIOXKUJI BCio Aymry. OH pa3 3a pa3oM pacycKaj U Ijiell 3aHOBO, TI0Ka He TOJTy4YHuIoCh
IIpaBUIbHO. M B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OH BCe K€ CO3aj TPaBIHYI0 100Ky, KOTOPOM ocTajcs moBoyeH. K
HECYacCThIO, IIPU TIEPBOM XK€ BCTPeUe C TUTAHTCKUM 3MEEM OH ee IOTePSsi.

OH Tak KpOIIOT/IMBO €€ IIJIeJI; OTPOMHBIN 3Mel mogo0par ee, HO Jaxe He YOOCYyKHUJICS BepHYTh! Maro
TOTO, OH HCIIOJIb30BaJl €€ KakK IIOACTUJIKY [JI CBOe! HOPKHU!

[Ty IIly BEITAIIMII CBOIO TPaBsiHYIO I00KY; eMy OBbIJIO COBEPIIEHHO He [0 TeX Oe3[enylieK, 4To jexkanu
1I0BepX Hee. PaHbIlle OH Bcerfa 4yBCTBOBa ce0si HEMHOTO IPUCTHIKEHHBIM U HEJIOBKUM IIepeq
OrpoMHBIM 3MeeM. Ho Temeps eMy Ka3asioch, YTO OH HAKOHEII-TO YIMYHII eT0 B 4eM-T0. BmecTo
YyBCTBa BUHHI, OH UCIILITEIBAJI 6€3MEPHYIO TOPIOCTH 3a cebsl.

Oarap Kak pa3 mo6pasics [0 BXOa B CBOIO TeIepy U CIIydaiHO yBUAET MaJIeHbKOTo cab-
3BEpOYesIoBeKa C TPABSHOH 100K0i, KOTOPYIO OH KOT/Ia-TO MpuHec. ManeHbKui cab-3BepoYeIoBeK
BBITJISIIEN OYEHb MOBOJILHEIM CO00#, B TO BpeMs KaK caM 3Mel 6YKBaJIbHO OKaMeHe.

OH ¥ caM He 3HaJl, 3a4eM TOI'[ia MPUTALIUI 9Ty 100KY. OTO HUUEro He 3HAYUJI0, OH IIPOCTO IIPUHEC
YTO-TO B OM, BOT ¥ BCE. KTO OBI MOT ITOyMaTh, UTO B UTOTE €r0 MOMMAET C IMOJIUYHEIM 3TOT
MaJIeHbKUY cab-3BepodeioBex!

JArap oLIeIOMJIEHHO yCTaBUJICA Ha MaJbiila. Ha Kakoe-To BpeMs OH IIPOCTO HOTePS fgap peuu. U
OJIHOBPEMEHHO OH YyKaCHO II0XKaJlel, YTO IpuMUa’cs Coga.

Ceropust o mpocHyncs B nermepe LIy Iy Ha paccBeTe. K coxkaneHuo, MaleHbKOTO cal-
3BepoyYesioBeKa OH He 3acTall. 3aTeM OH IIOHSJI, YTO ITOCJie HOYHOTO OTOLIXa ero TeJI0 YyBCTBYET cels
HaMHOTO JIy4Ille.

[Tpomnast HOYb OblZIa, HECOMHEHHO, CaMO¥ KOM(OPTHO#M 3a Bce 3T0 BpeMsi. CTOUT MOHUMATh, YTO
XOTb OH U OBITT B TeJIe 3MEU, BOJSIHOM 3Meel OH He saBMsicsa. Ha camoMm fiesne, OH TepneTh He MOT
CBHIpbIE, MpPayHbIe U XOJIOOHEIE MeCTa... [I03TOMy OH IJIaHMPOBaJ BEPHYTHCS B CBOIO Ielepy, 3adpaTh
BEIM U NTePeHEeCTH UX K MaJleHbKOMY cal-3Bepo4yesioBeKy. A MOTOM OH OBl IIOCETUICS Y HETO.



B uTore... ManeHbKHHI C&6-3Bep0‘-leHOBeK, KOTOpPOT'O OH HUTIE HE MOT HaWTH, OKa3aJiCsad B ero memepe.
Bonee Toro, oH PHIJICA B TallHUKE, I'Tle OH XPaHHUJI CBOA Beru!

YTo Temeps NOAYMaeT 0 HEM 3TOT MaJIeHbKUM cab-3BepodyesioBeK?

I]:[O}KI/IB OO0 TaKOro Bo3pacTa, Sm"ap BIIEPBLIE B 2KM3HU HUCIIBITAJl KTy4€e€ KeJlaHne ITPOBAJIUTLCSA
CKBO3b 3€MIJIIO U CIIPATATHCSA TaM.

KoHeuHO, ceffyac y Hero He ObIJIO HM PYK, HU HOT, TaK YTO CHeNilaTh OH HUYEro He MOr... B KoHIle
KOHIIOB, DAirapy OCTaBaJIOCh JIUIIb TPOAOJIKATh CMOTPETh Ha 3acThiBuero [ly Iy.

[Tox mpucTtanbHBEIM B3rsagoM Jarapa lly Iy MTHOBEeHHO pacTepsiyi BCIO CBOIO OBITyI0 TOPAOCTE, @ B
T'0JIOBE BOLIAPUJICS XA0C... ITOT 3MEU TaKOU CTpAIlHLIY, a-a-a!

«41 He HapoyHo... [IpaBaa, s He Hapo4HO... [IpocTu...» — lly Iy 6ecco3HaTeNbHO Hadyaal U3BUHATHLCS.
Ho gaxe mocne U3BUHEHUY OH BUAEN, YTO OTPOMHBLINM 3MeU BCE TaK JKe CBEPJIUT €ro0 JIeATHBIM
Ba3rsigoM. Iy Iy Ovln TOTOB pa3phigaThCsi, €T0 TEJI0 CAaMOIIPOU3BOILHO 3aIP0KaJIo.

MonuueHocHO 0T6pocuB TpaBsHyio 00Ky, [y IIly pe3Ko MOACKOYMII U IOPKHYJI B BEIPEITYIO0 UM K€
HODY.

Sprap 4yBCTBOBAJ cebsi aOCOMOTHO BUHOBATHIM. OH He MOT U Hajibllle XPaHUTh MOJT4aHue, Habomas
3a BCeU 9TOU CIIeHOH.

To, kak ManeHbKUY cab-3BepouesioBek OPOCUII Bel U fajl Oepy, BHI3LIBAJIO y HETO XKeJlaHue
paccMesiTbCs, HO OH OBICTPO B35J1 ce0s1 B PYKH, U CMeX TakK U He BRIPBaCs. [[J15 CpaBHEHHUS: CTOUIIO
MaJieHbKOMY ca0-3BepOYesIOBEKY YBUIETh €r0, KaK OH TaK IIyTaJicsi, YTO TOoTOB Ol OexkaTh 6e3
OTJISIAKY. B TO BpeMs Kak OH caM MeyYTaJl, YTOOH y MaJibllila XBaTUJIO OyXY TKHYTh B HETO IaJIbIEeM,
OTYUTATh U KaK CJIe[yeT OTPYrarth...

OpHako ceiyac oH ObIT B 00nuube 3Men. HecCOMHEHHO, MalleHbKUH cab-3BepodyeioBeK O0sICs ero; o
TOM, YTOOBI TKHYTb B HETO IaJIbLIeM ¥ OTPYTaTh, HE MOTJIO OLITh ¥ PEYH.

OT 3TUX MBICNIEN JArap MTHOBEHHO CHUK.

Manenbkuli cab-3BepoyeioBeK yxKe yCIell BHPHITh HOPY; Arap Kakoe-To BpeMs CMOTpPe Ha
OTpefeNIeH bl YYaCTOK TEIIePs ¥ BAPYT II0YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO COBEPIIUI HEUTO HemopobaoIee.

OH mpeKkpacHO 3HaJl, YTO MaJIeHbKUY Cca0-3BEPOUYEITIOBEK €T0 M0 y2Kaca GOUTCS, HO BCe PaBHO IIOMEPCs
K HEMY IOMO¥, la TaK, YTO TOT CO CTPAXy BHIPHLI 3@ HOYb TAKOM JJTUHHBIN TYHHEIb, IUIIL OB
cbexarTn...

Sparap IOMbITANICS HAUTH MECTO, YTOOBI CBEPHYTHCS KONbI[aMHU. TeJ10, KOTOPOMY [I0 3TOT'0 STBHO CTAJIo
Jy4ille, Ka3anoch, 60JIeso elre cuibHee, Y4eM Buepa... B 3TOT MOMEHT OH BIPYT YJIOBUJI 3allaX KPOBU.

B ero rnemepe maxjio KPOBbIO MaJIEHBEKOT' O C&6-3Bep0‘-IGJ'[OBeKa. Hey}KeJ'II/I OH paHeH?

Onrap MrHOBEHHO BCTPeBOxKUIICS. OH Pa3BEpHYJICS ¥ BHITIOJI3 U3 MEIepPhl Ha MOUCKU 11eTe0HEIX TPaB.
A 3aTeM OH OTIPABUTCSA K MaJIeHbKOMY Cab-3BepPOYETIOBEKY.

Tem BpemenewM Illy Iy yxke npubezkan oOpaTHO B CBOIO CllajbHIO. Buepa yTpoM OH Iepexku
CUJIbHEUIIINY KCIIYT, @ TOTOM BeCh IeHb TPYOUICS He MOKJafas pykK. [lonroe BpeMs paboTas Ha
Ipefesie BO3MOXHOCTEe!, OH UCTOILMII CBOU CUJIBL U AyX. B moBepileHure BCero, OH He TOJILKO He CMOT



OTOOXHYTH B€4E€POM, HO U BCIO HOYb PEIJI TYHHEIIE...

Ilo 9TOrO0 OH elle KaK-TO AepKaJjcs, MPeofoieBas TPYIHOCTH U3 MOCIemHux cuil. Ho Temeps,
3a0paBIUIKCh B CBOE THE3IHIIIKO U3 MITKOI'0 CeHa, OH TYT JKe ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK yCTAIOCTh HAKPHIIA
ero c rojioBo#i. OH Tax BEIMOTAJICS, YTO HE MOT IIOLIEBEIUThLCS, fa U He XOTell.

Pyku HecTepmuMo Goneny, Kak ¥ HOTH. 3HAl OH 3apaHee, YTO IIPeBpalleHue B YelloBeKa 03HavYaeT
TIOJIyYeHUe TAKOTO c/1aboro Tena, OH OBl HU 3@ YTO HE CTaJl YeJIOBEKOM...

[Ty IIly moyyBCTBOBAJI, KaK 3alUIIaJIo B I'Ta3aX; Ka3ajoCh, U3 HUX BOT-BOT OPHI3HYT cne3kl. OH
npeObIBa B OlleNIeHeHUH U HUKAK He MOT OTKPHITh T'J1a3a. Y Hero He OBUIO CUJI JaxXKe IOOHSATh PYKH,
YTOOB! BEITEPETD CJIE3HI C JIUIIA.

Kaxk ke x05100HO0, a-a-a... Pa3Be 3TOT HUKYOBIIHEIN X0351MH He IIPUTOTOBUII AJI1 HET'0 TeIllJIoe BaTHOE
rue3geimrko? [y Iy cBepHyncs kKanmayukoM. OH ¥ caM He 3aMeTuJ1, Kak 3aboer.

Opnrap npuHec LeneOHbIe TPaBhl, HO He Halllell MaJleHbKoro cab-3BepodesioBeKa, I03TOMY JOBOJIbHO
monro mpoxpaan ero B rocturon Iy Ily. OH yxke cobupancst yXxoguTh, Kak BOPYT YCIIBIIIAT TUXUM
CTOH.

Cepntie darapa eKHYJI0; OH MMOHKUMAJI, YTO MOXKET HaIlyraTh MaJslbillla CBOMM ITOSIBIIEHHEM, HO €CJTU OH
He MOU[EeT, TO U3BedeTcs 0T TpeBoru. OH OBICTPO MOAIEHITI XBOCTOM KaMeHb, 3aKPHIBAIOIIUN BXO[ B
HOPY, TTie XKWUJI MaJleHbKUY cab-3BepouesioBeK. M TyT 0H 0OHAPYKHUJI, YTO ¥ MAJIbIIIa CUIbHBIH XKap,
Ia TaKoM, YTO OH BIHas B OpefI.
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