B rpymu 3usina orpoMHasi paHa. KpoBb, Ka3anoch, BHITEKIIA [0 TOCTIEOHeH Kalljii, a BCE TeT0 CKOBaj
CMepTeNbHEIH X0/0f... E Cu He moHUMar, o 4ém rosoput JIo Ko u 3ayeM oH 3TO fenaeT, HO Ha AylIe
TI0YEMY-TO CTAJIO TaK JIETKO, YTO 6€3yMHO 3aX0TEJI0Ch PACCMESIThCS.

Opuako 601b OblsIa CIMIIKOM HEBBIHOCHMOM. Kak OH HU CUIUIICS, OH He MOT IIOLIEeBEIUTh Ty0aMu —
OH TaK X HE CMOT BHITaBUTh OTBETHYIO YIILIOKY.

)k

— bax! bax! Bax!

KTo-TO rpoMKO 1 sTpoCTHO OapabaHuIl B IBEPE.

E Cu PE3KO0 OTKPLIJI I''Ta3d XU PEIBKOM CE€JI Ha IIOCTEJIN. prTOM [lapujia HEIIPOTJIdgHad TbMa. Tsaxerno
AbIIa, OH IIPHZKaJl IafdOHb K OelreHo KOJIOTAIlleMYyCd cepaly, Ha MU' yCOMHUMBIIINCE, HE
IIPOOOIIZKAETCA JIX 3TOT KOIIIMapP HasABY.

— E Cu! E Cu! — pa3pancs ucnyrasHbii, cpeiBaoouuics rojgoc 0u Ysxa.

Hewmnoro npups B ce0st, E Cu moomesn u OTKPLIT IBEPb.

Ha mopore ctosinu FO#t Ysn u Jlo Ka. [TocnemHuil, Kak 00OBIYHO, BRITJISIAE]T COHHBIM U JOHEIb3S
PABHOOYIITHBIM.

B3arnauys Ha Hero, E Cu HEBOJILHO BCIIOMHUJI CBOM COH: TIOJIHBIM XKaxX /bl youiictBa B3op Jlo Ka 1 ero
XOJIOOHBIE TIaJIbIEl, BOH3UBIINECS IPSAMO B rpyab. OH B3OPOTHYII U MOCIIEIIHO OMYCTHUII TOJIOBY.

Cnerka KalIsiHYB, YTOOBI CKPHITH BonHeHue, E Cu cripocu:

— Yro cnyuyunocs?

— C 3TOM rOCTUHUIEN YTO-TO HE TakK, HYKHO yxoauTh. Ceniyac ke, — JIo K9 3ameTusn ero
3aMelIaTeNnbCTBO U 03afaueHHO HaXMyPHUJICS, HO paccIpaliuBaTh He CTall.

K cuacTrio, nepen CHOM E Cu He cTan pa3meBaThCA. On 6BICTp0 HAKHWHYIJI PIOK3dK U IIOCJIEO0Bal 3a
OCTaJIbHBIMU K JIECTHHIIE.

BeTxue mepeBsHHbBIE CTYMEHU XKal00HO CKPHUIIENH IO HOTaMKi — OT 3TOT'0 IPOTSIZKHOTO CKpexkeTa
3yObI CBOIHIIO CyIOPOTOH.

3HaKOMasi TEMHOTa, 3HaKOMBIe Il1ary, 3HaKOMOe THeTyIlee npefuyBcTBue... E Cu mokasasnocs, 6yaTo



OH BEPHYJICS B TOT [€Hb, KOTHA OHU 3aTesNId UT'PY C 3epKasioM. M3 riny6uHbl KOpumopa CHOBa
[IOHOCHJIOCh 3TO OTYETIIUBOE I[OK-IIOK-IIOK» — 3BYK ILIATOB I10 TI0JI0BULIaM. BOT TONTBKO TOTa B
BO3yXe MaxJio efKuM HOopMaJrHOM, a Cefyac MOBCIONY CTJIAJICS YAYIIITUBLIN, THUJIOCTHRIM 3amax
CBIPDOCTH U IIJIECEHHU.

B 9To# THIIIMHE KTO-TO KpHUYaJl, HO CJI0Ba TOHYJIU B TJIYXOM 9Xe, ¥ pa300paTh uxX OBIJI0 HEBO3MOXKHO.

E Cu nampsrcsi. KoHeuHO, B TOCTHHUIE MOTJIA OBITh OAPYTHe IOCTOSIIbIIB, U YyKKe T0JI0ca He
MOJIKHBI YOUBIATH, HO... 3TOT T'OJIOC...

—... Tel He cOeXHulllb... He YUOEIb... Tebe He CIIaCTHUCh...

Tonoc cTaHOBUIICS BCE pa3bopuuBee. XPUILIBIH, YTPOOHBIM MIETIOT MpuHaaexarn JIy ®aio!

E Cu mOKpELICS XOJIOOHBIM ITIOTOM.

«3TO MPOCTO TAJITIOIUHALIUS, — YrOBapuBaJj OH cebs. — ¢ Tak HamyraH, 4TO caM BooOpazkaio 3TOT
Open».

—... Tebe He cb6exkaTh... He YUTH...

[IlénoT rpeMerll BCE HaCTOMYHBEE, l'IpI/I6J'II/I}KaHCI: C KaKObIM IIIaroM, CJIOBHO MEPTBEII ObIIIAll EMY
IIPpSAMO B 3AdTHIJIOK.

— Bel... BB ciibrmuTe 970? KTO-TO rOBOPUT? — TUXUU, OPOXKAIIKM OT yKaca ronoc H0i YsHa
IIPO3By4Yasl Kak I'PoOM Cpefu sICHOTro Heba.

— JIo K3, — ¢ tpynom BeipgaBuil E Cu, — TH Be[b TOXKE CJIBIILIUIIL?

— 9t0 Jly ®si1, — Jlo K3 3amep Ha cTynenbpkax. — [loxoxe, ®anp L[310HbHY IIperpaguiia HaM IyTh He
npocTo Tak. OHa melTajaachk IpefynpenuTs Hac.

E Cu B 1m10Ke OKpyT/Ini I'J1a3a. B 3TOT MUT B €ro0 roJI0BE COLIIUCH BCe feTanu. OH HaKOHEL [TOHSAJI,
[I04YeMy JIMLO AaBelrHero KopupopHoro, Cso ChIL3El, Ka3aa0Ch €My TaKUM 3HAKOMBIM.

— ToT mapeHs, KOPUOOPHBIU... 3TO ke JIy ®3u! — BHIIIANINUII OH.

01 YaH KOPOTKO BCKPUKHYITI U TYT Xe B [TaHUKE 3axKall POT JIafl0HEIO.

JIo Ks npomomnyan. OH ocTaBajiCcsl HEBO3MYTHMEBIM, CJIOBHO 3epKajbHasd rjlafb o3epa. OH UL MOJdya
cxan pyky E Cu.



OT ero nagoHM UCXOOUJIO CIIaCUTEJIBHOE TEINIo. TpeBora, TUCKaMuU CxkuMaBlIas rpyos E Cy,
NOHEMHOTy oTcTynuia. OH yKpagKou B3TNIGHYJ Ha npoduis Jlo Ko.

«Kax s BooO111e MOT YCOMHUTLCS B HEM M3-3a KaKOT0-TO HEJIeTIOro KoIMapa?» — YKOPUI OH cebsl.

Benp ¢ camoit mepBoit urps JIo Ks Tonbko u menan, uto cnacan ero. He 6ynb opyra psigowM, Jly ®ai
naBHO OBl ero mpukoHYmI. OT 9T0# MEICIHM E CH CTajo HEBEIHOCUMO CTHITHO.

Jlo Ko B3r/IsTHYN Ha Hapy4yHble Yackl. CeKyHIHast CTpeJIKa CoBepliiaja CTpaHHbIe KojeOaHus: Iar
BIIEPEN, mar Halaf... OH MOHUMAJ, YTO MEeXaHU3M HCIpaBeH. [IPOCTO C TO# caMol CeKYHIH, KaK UX
MallliHa Bpe3anach B GOHAPHBINA CTOJI6, CaMO BPeMsi [AJisT HUX OCTAaHOBHIIOCH.

Ceiiuac OHM TPO€ HaXONUJIKCh B UHOM, ITIOJTHOCTHIO OTPE3aHHOM OT PeasibHOCTH NIPOCTPAHCTBE. A
CETOIHSIIHUYN IeHb — HOYb MMOJTHONYHUS 1mof 3HakoM Illa, korga TéMHas aHeprus MHb JocTUraeT
CBOETO TIHKa.

«IToxoKe, MBI BIIUIIIIU I10-KpynHOMY», — JI0 K3 efiBa 3aMeTHO 3aTPEeBOKUIICS.

OHU CIyCKaluch yKe HOBOJILHO [ONTo, ¥ BcKope maxe E Cu ¢ F0i YsHoM 04YyBCTBOBa/IM HEJIATHOE.
JlecTHMIIA B 3TOM TOCTHHMUIIE OblIa COBCEM KOPOTKOM, BCETO B [Ba MpoieéTa. CTOMIO HAKJIOHUTLCS Hafl
nepuiaMy, ¥ BHU3Y Cpa3y BUIHEJICS TYCKIIBIM CBET V CTOMKM afMUHUCTPaTopa. Ho cKonmbKo OBl OHU
HU IIarajid BHU3, IEPBLIY 9TaXK He cTaHOBUJICA 6nrke. OHM CIIOBHO TOITAIMCh Ha OMHOM MECTe.

— M&I yToO... 3a6/TyquINCh? — 3auKasiCh OT cTpaxa, npouenTtan KOi YsH. — ITo Bemb HEUUCTas CUJla
BOOUT HAC KpyraMmu, aa?

— Hert, — JIo K5 MeqajieHHO ImOKayaJl T'OJIOBOH.

— Torpma... 4To 3TO?

— Kak nymaerte, mouemy s Iocpeny HOUM IOOHSJI BaC U 3aCTaBUJI CPOYHO ye3xkKaTh? — crpocui JIo
Kbs.

HOi1 YsH pacTepssHHO 3axiomnarn rina3aMu, E Cu Toxke mokadarl rojI0BOK.

Jlo K3 B3[OXHY ¥ HETPOMKO O00BbSICHUI:

— TonBKO B IOCTENH [0 MeHs HaKOHeI] AOIII0. 9TO MECTO — PYUHHI CTaporo ropoaka dyiitou.
[ToMHUTE TOT KAaMEHHEBIN CTOIO y BXxoHa? ITO HEyracuMbI (poHaph. B ApeBHOCTH Takue
yCTaHaB/IMBaJIA Ha TPaHUIaX IOCeIeHUY Kak 00eperu U OPUEeHTHUPHI AJ1s MyTHUKOB. Eciu BepuTh
ye3[IHbIM XPOHUKAM, MHOTO BEKOB Ha3aj] 13-3a MOIIHOT'0 FrOpHOT0 06Basia ApeBHUN DyITi0ii IeTUKOM
YILIEJI IIOf 3eMJII0. TOT FOPOMOK, TOe cerdac KUBET MOSI CeMbsI, IOCTPOWIN TOpPa3fo Mo3xe, U OH



HAXOOUTCS B MBAAIIATH KUJIOMETPAX OTCIOMA.

— TrI X04emsb cKa3aTh... — E Cu cMepTenbHO mo0IeIHe I, — YTO MBI HAaXOJUMCS B TOM CaMOM
morpe0EHHOM ropofe?

— Ecnu s He ommbatock, — JIo K3 KuBHYI, — 9Ta TOCTUHUIIA — IIPHU3PAYHBIN ITOCTOSIIBIA IBOP.

— [Tpuspaunsi nocTOSbIM ABOP?! — axHyn FOu YsH.

— HMeHHO Tak.

— Ho kak sT1o noHuMats? — HepoyMmesan E Cu.

— BoI Beib CIIBIIIAN JIETEHIB 0 KOpabasax-mpu3pakax uim noesmgax-hantomax? — Jlo Ka mpumomHsn
OpOBb.

FO#1 Ysn kuBHYy, a BoT E Cu 3amyTascs ellé cuibHee U CIIPOCHUJTI, YTO 9TO BOOOIIe TaKoe.

JIo K3 TeprnenuBo MOSCHU:

— HekoTophie HeomyIIeBIEHHEIE TPEIMETH CO BpeMeHeM 00peTaroT momo0ue Oy, COBCEM KakK
monu. Y maxe Korpa ux gusndeckass 000104Ka ucye3aeT, GaHTOM IIPOMOJIKAET CYLECTBOBATE.
Bo3bpméwM, K mpuMepy, 3HaMeHuUTy10 «Mapuio Llenecty». [Tocne Toro Kak CygHO IIpoIano, Ha
IPOTSIZKEHWY BEKOB MOPSIKM He pa3 KIISIJIUCh, YTO BUEHU er0 B OTKPHITOM Mope. Ha camoM fesne um
SIBJISLJICS JIAIIB €r0 NMPU3paxK.

— 3HAYMUT, 9Ta TOCTUHUIA — ToXKe paHTOM? E€ Gpu3nyecku He CyIlIeCTByeT? — HaKoHel] cooOpa3un E
Cu.

— Ia.

— Ho kak MBI TOT[Ia IIOTIa/Ik BHYTPh, €CIIHA €€ HET?

JIo K3 roppk0 yCMexXHyJICA:

— Bcé memno B uckaxenuu npoctpaHcTBa. JIy @311 cKoBasl HaCc CTpaxoM U IOACTPOUII aBapHio, U3-3a
Yyero B peasibHOCTH 06pa3oBasiachk TpelHa. MBI IPOCTO MTPOBAJIUINCE CKBO3b 3TOT Pa3yioM B
IIPU3PAYHbII MUD, UYKOBIM XXKUBOMY YEJIOBEKY.

— Ecnu Bce 910 He no-HacTosmeMy, — 3agyMaics 0i YsH, — T0, MOXKeT, HaM JOCTaTOYHO IIPOCTO
UTHOPUPOBATH 3TOT MOPOK, YTOOBI BEIOPATHCS?



JIo Ko mmokadvas rojoBoi:

— OxkazaBmmck B [Ipu3padyHoM ITOCTOSITIOM IBOPE, Mbl 00pedeHbl XOOUTh KPyraMu, IoKa
OKOHYaTe/IhbHO He PaCTBOPUMCS B HEM U He CTaHEM YacCThI0 3TOT'0 MeCTa.

E Cu nmokaunyncs, FOit YsH Toxke CcTas MEPTBEHHO-OJIEJHEIM.

— PacTtBopumcs?.. CTaHeM 4aCThIO 9TOTO MeCTa?

— Ho g MOTY YHUYTOZXKHUTE 3TOT HpHBpa‘-IHbeI HOCTOEIJ'[BIfI OBOD C IIOMOIIBIO 3dKJIMHAHUA, — KUBHYII
JIo Ko.

— Taxk 4ero xe Th Kaéurs?! — B3mosuncs E Cu. OT MBIC/IH, YTO OHU 3aTIEPTHl BHYTPU
HEeCYyLeCTBYOLIET0 (haHTOMA, Y HETO 110 Koxke 0exKald MypallKu.

— [loropu, BeICTyIIaM OO KOHIIa, — MATKO mpepsai ero Jlo Ks. — Eciu npuspadHbli IOCTOSJIBINA IBOP
pa3BeeTcs, Toe MBI OKazXKeMCsI B peabHOM Mupe? BEITh MOXKeT, Ha caMOM fHe o3epa [unsHb. Unu B
Heqipax ropsl ®yitoit. Minu nmop 3aBajoM OyIIYIOIIETO OMOJI3HS. ..

HOi1 YsH yioBUI €ro MEICIIb Ha JIETY:

— Xouelrb CKa3aTh, €CJIM Yaphl PYXHYT, HAaC MOXKET BEHIOPOCUTH B CTy4aiHOM MECTE... ¥ MBI IIPOCTO
noruGHeM Iof 3eMJIEH Uik YTOHEeM?
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