— Ot0 OBINIa IeBOYKA JIET CEMU UM BOCBMHU, — HETPOMKO 3aroBopuia JIo f, mpucTanbHO TIIOs Ha
Hero. — Y Heé Ha Illee BHCeJIa KaPTOHKA, T1e YepHuIaMu OBIJI0 KOCO HAIKMCaHO, YTO OTel] 60JIeH 1
YUMTBCS He Ha 4TO. [IpoxoxKue rina3enu, KTo-To 3y00CKaIuI, gpyrue 6pocany Melodyb U3 KapMaHOB...
Y TONIBKO THI BAPYT BHITAIUII HECKOJIBKO COTEH I0aHel M OTHall el BCe [0 eQUHOr0. A BelIb THl CaM
TOTHA KHUJI CKpOMHO. Heyxkemnu 3T0 ObIJIM TBOM ITOC/IENHME NEeHbId Ha MecsI?

E Cu HenmoBKO 3aMssics. PadyMeeTcs, OH He MOT IIPU3HAThCS, YTO €T0 CEMbSI Ha CaMOM [IeJle OYeHb
forata, ¥ {7 HETO 3TH COTHU OBIIM TAaKOM 3Ke MeJI0Ubl0, KaK s IPYTUX — Iapa MOHET.

— Ilocne Toro crmydast g IOHSIIA, KaKO¥ T MSATKOCEPHAEYHHIN U HOOPHIH... M memo Begp HE TOJIBKO B
menbrax. Tel TOTHa emé Kymnua ei xiaeba ¥ Mooka. OHa Tak oOpafoBasack, 4YTo nmogbexasna u
notiesioBana Te0si. M TH He OTIIATHYJICS, TOJIBKO CMYIIEHHO YIBIOHYJICS B OTBET. [Ipyrue pedsiTa,
€CJIY ¥ TI0flaBaJii, TO faxKe KOCHYThCs eé 0osimuch, Ope3roBai... A Tebe ObIIO BCE paBHO.

E Cu HaKOHeIl BCIIOMHUJI 3TOT OeHb. EMY CTaslo0 COBECTHO: BE[Ib Ha CaMOM [ieJie OH TOXKe XOTeJ
oTcTpaHuThcs. OH MPeKpacHO BUAEN U YyMa30e IUYUKO NEBOYKH, U €€ 3aCaleHHYI0 ONeXay
HEOIIPeNeIeHHOT0 1IBeTa, ¥ I'PSA3b IO HOITSIMHU... E Cu, BooOIIIe-To, OT/INYaIics HEKOTOPOH
Ope3rIMBOCTHIO, HO TOTMA IOl €€ YMOJISIOIINM, ITOTHBIM HafleXk bl B3TJISIIOM Y HETO IIPOCTO He
TIOJHSIIaCh PyKa OTTONKHYTh peO€HKA. 3Hail OH TOTfa, UTO 3TOT KEeCT IIPUBJIEYET K HEMY TaKoe
IIpUCTaNbHOE BHUMaHNeE, OH OBl IPEANoYEsl He3aMeTHO CYHYTh IEeHbI'U U ITOCKopee cOexXaTh.

— C Tex mop 5 cTajna 3a To0oit HabmogaTh, — npoponxkana Jlo 4. — Jlaxe ecnu 3T0 OBLIIO He TBOE
IeXKyPCTBO, THI BCE PAaBHO IPUOMPAIICS B KJIacce, eClid BUIes 6ecropsamok. M CKONMbKO ObI KPaCHUBHIX
MeByIIeK HU KPYTHUIIOCE TIepef ToOOH, Thl HU Ha ONHY JaXKe He CMOTpel... MHe I0Ka3aI0Ch, YTO THI
COBCEM He TI0X0XK Ha OCTaJIbHEIX MapHei. Thl HCKPeHHWH, HafléKHEIH, PAaOOTAIINE 1 0YeHb
OTBETCTBEHHBIH.

E Cu Tuxo B300XHYII:

— Hapo ke, Thl IOMHHUIIb TaKKe TJIyIIEIE MEJIOYH.

— Ho uMeHHO B Mejio4yax ¥ paCKphIBaeTCS HACTOSIINM XapaKTep, — CO BCEU CePbE3HOCTHIO
Bo3pa3suia Jlo .

E Cu noyecasn 3aThIJIOK U C TOPHKOU YCMEIIKOU IIPU3HAICH:

— Hacuér y0opKu — TyT BCE NIPOCTO: Y MEHS JIETKasi Ope3rIuBOCTh, TEPIETh He MOTY IPsA3b. A 4TO [0
KPaCHUBHIX IeByIIeK... Mosl MaMa O4eHb KpacuBasi, Tak 4ToO 5 K 3TOMY IIPUBHIK C JeTCTBa. [71a3
3aMBUINJICS, BOT U BCE.

Jlo 4 ynuBNEHHO yCTaBUIaCh Ha HETO, @ 3aTeM, OTBEPHYBILIKCDH, TUX0 IIPOU3HECTIA:

— JlaxXe ecnu TH HE XOYeIllb OBITH CO MHOH, HE 00s13aTeIbHO NIPpUOYMBIBATh TaKHE HEJIEIILIE



OTTOBOPKH.

— {1 coBceM He 3TO UMesl B BUAY, — UCKpeHHe Bo3pa3uil E Cu. — IIpocTo Th COBCEM MeHS He
3Haenb. Tebe HpaBUTCS 00pa3, KOTOPHIM TH caMa cefe HapucoBaia. ECTi MBI IeWCTBUTEILHO
norpoOyeM COUTHCH, Thl OBICTPO IOMMEIIh, UTO I [aJ€K OT TBOETO Hpeasa.

Jlo 4 3amonyana. Ilay3a 3aTsgHynace HaCTONIbKO, 4TO E CH yKe HeJI0BKO OTKAIUIAICS, IUXOPag0YHO
cooOpaxasi, Kak pa3psiguTh 00CTaHOBKY. Ho TyT oHa HEIrpOMKO Ipou3Heca:

— Yro Xk, TOTHa Hai MHE IIaHC Y3HATh, KAKOU TH HA CaMOM [eJie.

OHa poOKO 1 HEeXKHO YIBIOHYIach, TOMaxaB eMy PYKOii:

— Cnacu60, uTo mpoBogui. [1o BcTpeyn!

He ycnen E Cu u pTa OTKpHITh, KaK OHa CKPBIJIACh 3a ABEPBIO JKEHCKOT0 00IIeKUTHS.

Ona yIiijia, He OCTaBUB €My HHU MaJIeUINeTo MaHca 0TKa3aThkcs. E Cu 06pe‘-IéHHO B3OOXHYII U CHOBa
B3BLEPOIINIT BOJIOCHI. 3a Kakue Takue rpexu Ha €ro rojioBy CBajInI0Ch 3TO COMHUTEJIBHOE cyacThe?
EMy HUKOI'TIa HEe HPABUJIUCE OTJIIMYHUIILL, d Y2K KPACHUBBEIE OTIIMYHUITEI — U ITOJABHO. Psimom ¢ TakmMm
OEBYIIIKaMM OH 9YYBCTBOBAII cebs XKYTKO HEJIOBKO, CIIOBHO IO MUKPOCKOIIOM.

PasmocamoBaHHbIH U XMYphIit, E Cu pa3BepHYycs, 4ToOb UATH K ce0e, U JTUIIh TOTIa 3aMeTHU, 4YTO
yNuily He3aMeTHO OKyTasl TyMaH. ['yCThle CH3ble KITyOhl JIEHUBO IIOOHUMAJIUCH OT 3€MJIH, MSTKO
00BHBas ero HOTH BJIaXKHBIM XOJIOOHBIM IIeN(oM.

JlyHa cupsiTanach 3a IJI0OTHOU IeJIEHOU Ty4, IIOTPY3UB MUP B HENIPOTJIAOHBIN Mpak. [loBesno
ceipocThio. E Cu mepenepHy miedaMu OT PEe3KOTro IOphIBa JEOSHOT0 BETPa, 3aCTETHYI KyPTKY [0
caMoro noaboporKa U MeJIbKOM B3TJISHYJ Ha 4Yachl. [I9THaAUIaTh MUHYT HecsaToro. 1o oT6os
0CTaBaJIOCh erlé OoJbIIe Yaca.

[To3agu HEro Tyckyo ropes ¢boHaph Haj KPHUIbIOM XXKEHCKOT0 Kopryca. Ero MepTBeHHO-0/1e IHBbIH,
CUHEBaTHIH CBET efBa MPoOUBaj TYMaHHYIO 3aBECY, HArOHSIS TOCKY U YHBIHUE.

E Cu He 3aMeTuJ, KaK B T'YCTOM TEHHU NIPSIMO 1107 KO3LIPHKOM TTOABEe3/a MPUTANICS YEPHLEIN KOT. Ero
JBAKCTO-TONIyOble T11a3a GochopecnupoBan B TEMHOTE 37I0BEIIMM IIOTYCTOPOHHUM OJIECKOM.

FOnomra mpubaBun mary. Ecnu cpe3aTs MyTh MPSIMUKOM 4epe3 CIOPTHUBHYIO IIJIOMIAAKY, OH OBICTPO
BBIAET K TIEPBOMY MY2KCKOMY KOPIIYCY, @ CPa3y 3a HUM CTOSIT ¥ €70 COOCTBEHHBIN — MyKCKoe
obO1exutne Ne2.

OH mI€n u €N, HO BCKOPe UM OBJ1afiesio CMyTHOe 6ecrnokoicTBO. CTYIIHU yKe Hadalu HHTh OT



YCTaJIOCTH, a OYePTaHUM IIePBOTO KOPIIyca BCE He OblI0 BUAHO. [Iof HOraMu MO-TIPEKHEMY
paccTunasoch POBHOE MOKPHITHE CTaflOHA — COMHEBAThCSI HE IPUXOOUIIOCE, OH BCE eIlle KPYKUII 110
IIoLagKe.

E Cu cHOBa BCKUHYJI PYKY, UYTOOBI IOCMOTPETh Ha BPEMS, ¥ TTOXOJIOAEN OT U3YMJIEHHUS: CTPENIKU
IIOKa3bIBaJIi POBHO HECATE.

Kak Ttakoe Bo3M0xkHO0?! OOLIYHO HOpPOTa Yepes IoJjie 3aHNuMalla OT CUJIbI MUHYT OEeCSTh.

TyMaH CryCTHICS HAaCTOIBKO, YTO OYEPTAHUS JePEeBbeB ¥ IIOCTPOEK PACTBOPHUIIUCEH B JIUIIKOM
Oenu3He. 3HAKOMBIE ITPeIMeThl TPUHUMAJIU YPOIJIUBEIE, myratomye ¢dopMbl. Kazanocs, 6yaTo B
0enécoi MIyie IPUTAUINCh HeBEeIOMbIE XUIITHUKH, TOTOBLIE B JTI000M MUT OCKAJIUTh KIJTRIKU 1
BBIITYCTUTb KOTTH, YTOOBI pPa30pBaTh CIy4YalHOTO IYTHUKA Ha YaCTH.

Bokpyr napuno MépTBoe 6e3MOIBIE, HapyIllaeMOe JIUIIL 3ayHBIBHEIM BoeM BeTpa. E Cu uyBcTBOBa,
KaK I10 Koxke 0eryT Mypallky, a K TOpJly MOACTyIaeT TUnKuii crpax. OH u 6e3 TOro He OTINYaics
xpabpocThio — OyiiHas haHTa3us JEeTrKO MOIJIa IOBECTH ero0 [0 MMaHWKH, a B OMMHOYECTBE OH He
pelIancs CMOTPeTh faxe OaHallbHBIE yKACTUKU. FOHOIIa ToUTH 6€TOM IIPUITYCTHUII BIEPE].

u BOPYT CKBO3b CBHUCT BE€TPaA OO €ro CiiyXa JIOHéCCfI CTpaHHBII;I 3BYK:

Ckpun... Ckpui... CKpHIL...

Tak KaTATCS CTaphle KOjéca I10 HEPOBHOM Hopore. 3BYK MPUOIMIKATICS, CTAHOBSICH BCE OTYETIIUBEE, @
B XOJIOHOM BO3[yX€ IIOBESIJIO efIBa YIIOBUMBIM, HO TOIIHOTBOPHBIM 3allaXOM P2KABYUHHEL.

E Cu 3amep u ¢ o06erdyeHueM BLHIIOXHYII, TPUKaB JTafloOHb K GeleHo KomoTsmeMycs cepany. Ciasa
Oory, oH 3mech He ofvH! BPoOuTh B OMMHOYKY 10 OKYTaHHOMY TYMAHOM CTagUOHY OBIIIO HEBBIHOCHUMO
— aTMoc(epa JelIEBOr0 Xoppopa myrasa A0 OPOXKH.

MuUHYTy CIyCTSI U3 MOJIOYHOU IEeJIEHH MPOCTYIIUI HESICHBIM CUITy9T. TyMaH U MpaK Hafl€KHO
CKPBIBAJIU €T0 [IeTald, HO 1o Mepe npubnuxenus E Cu pa3risgen XymouaBoro, CHIbHO
CCYTYIHMBILIETOCST Y€JI0BEKA C HU3KO OMyLIeHHO! TOI0BOM. TOT MeIeHHO TaIlul 3a Co00i
HeOOJIbIIYI0 OTKPHITYIO TEJIEKKY. IMEHHO €€ pacCOXIInecs: JepeBsiHHbIe KOIEca TaK HaTyKHO
CKPUIIENIH TIPU KaXKIOM IBUKEHUH.

«JTomKHO OBITh, 9TO Asaasa YxkaH, — mogyMasn E Cu, BCIIOMHUB II0KKJIOTO JBOPHKMKA, CIEOUBIIETO 3a
YUCTOTOM cTaguoHa. — Hamo ke, paboTaeT B TaKylo IMO3[HIO0 Mopy. Kakoi Tpynomo0uBEIA CTaPUK».

Cyns 1o BceMy, T'Py3 B TejlekKe OBbIJT He U3 JIETKUX — YeJIOBEeK [IBUTAJICS C TPYMOM, Hajileras BCEM
TeJI0OM Ha NIMKY. E Cu HEemjIoxo 1agui ¢ JBOPHUKOM U MOPOH, KOTHa Y TOTO OBIZI0 MHOTO paboTHI,
IIOMOTaJT TePeTacKUBaTh HHBEHTAPb.



On I[py}KeJ'II-O6H0 OKJIMKHYII ITPOX0ZKET0:

— ans Yxan! Beé emé He criute?

YenoBek MeIeHHO MTOTHST TOJIOBY.

E Cu Tak ¥ 3aCThUI Ha MeCTe, OLIYTUTh, KaK JIe[THAsI BOTHA yXKaca HaKpPHLIBAET €To C T'OJIOBOM.

9T0 OBIIIO JIHIO XKMBOT0 MepTBela. Koxka oT/rMBaia TPYIIHON CHHEBOH, a Ha MeCTe TjIa3 3USIIN
ry0oKre YépHEIe IPoBaskl 0e3 HaMéka Ha Oenku. M3ypomoBaHHEIH, 6YOTO OT CUIBHOTO yaapa, HoC
OBl cBOpOYEeH HabOK, a IIOTPeCKAaBIIHECS I'YOBl IIOTEMHEIH [0 3JI0Bellei CHHEBHI.

910 Obln He Osamas Yxkan. U BCE XKe B MCKaXKEHHBIX YepTaxX CKBO3UIJIO HeuTo 3HaKkoMoe — E Cu TouHO
BHIEJ 3TOTO YeJI0BEeKa paHbIIle.

3aMeTUB 3aMeIIaTeIbCTBO I0HOIIN, HE3HAKOMEI] Me[[JIEHHO, HEECTECTBEHHO IHUPOKO PACTSIHY I'y0OH B
yIIbIOKE:

— ThI IpaBAa X0YeIb MHE TIOMOYh? — €T0 TOJIOC IIPO3BYyYall IMTyX0 U abCOTIOTHO POBHO, JTUIIEHHBIN
KaKuX-Tu00 YeloBeueCKiX HHTOHAIINH.

B nonympaxke 6necHys ockan 0e3ympedHo 6enbix 3y00B. POT MOKOMHKWKA PACTSAHYIICS OO CaMBIX VIIEH,
HAIOMKHAS IPSIMOYTOIBHEIN BEIPE3 Ha X3JIJIOYUHCKOM ThIKBe. OT 9TOr0 3penuina v E Cu
TTOJKOCHJIMCH HOTH, a 110 CIIMHE TIOKATHUIICS KPYITHBIN XOJIOMHEIN TIOT.

E Cu nmongruncs. B3rnsn ero HeBOJIBHO CKOIb3HYJ BHYTPh TEJIEXKKU — U U3 TPYOU IOHOIIX BEIPBAJICI
VCTOIIHBIN KPUK:

— A-a-a!

— ITepenyman? 2Kanko cTano? — XpUILJIO 3aKJIOKOTaJl MEPTBEL], U er0 YeII0CTh 00BUCTIA eIllE€ HUXKE,
IIpeBpalas poT B XKyTKUM YEPHBIM KBa#parT.

E Cu onenneren. OH He MOT OTBECTH B3TJIsila OT CTPAIIHOTO I'Py3a, XOTS BCE €T0 CYL[eCTBO KPUYasio
OT yKaca. 3axkaB POT JIQOHSIMHU, OH MEJIKO OPOoKal.

B Tenexke nexan Tpymn. O6e3riaBieHHOE Y€JI0BEUYECKOe TEJIO.

Ho campiM KommMapHBIM Ob1T0 TO, 4TO0 E Cu MrHOBEHHO y3Han ogexkny. IT1o 0w FOit FOHB!

MepTBell cunen B SIIUKe, HEeCTECTBEHHO MOANOTHYB KoneHu. Ero omexna Oblia 3a/iiTa KPOBhIO,



KOTOpPas pacCIIkiBaiach M0 TKaHU OTPOMHBIMU GArpOBEIMYU IIBETaMHM, TOX0KUMHU Ha YPOJIUBhHIE
JIOTOCHL. DTOT PE3KUH, KpUJaIuil 1BeT OYKBaIbHO pe3al Ila3a B Cepoi OhIMKe TyMaHa.

OTpe3aHHas ronoBa IOKOUIACh B pyKax MokoiHuKa. O FOHL npuKuMan eé K Ipyau, CI0BHO
6ackeTOOJIbHBIM M54, U €T0 MEPTBOE JIULIO C IPHUIIYPEHHBIMY TJla3aMu 0e3MsaTekKHO yiri0anocs E Cu.

3a TeJIeXXKOU TAHYJICS XKUPHBIH, JIOCHSAIIUNUCS Cllefl, yXonamuy B TeMHOTy. ['ocriopu! Tot
MeTaJIIMYeCKUH 3amax... ITo Oblsta KpoBb FO# HOws!

«39TO0 COoH... [IpocTo KomMap... OH momXKeH ceryac npekpatuthes!» — E Cu mo 6onu npukycun ryoy,
TIIETHO IMBITAsICh IPOCHYThCS.

Ho xorma oH CHOBa OTKPHIT I'Ia3a, MOPOK He ucue3. ITo AaeictButenbHo Obn KO FOHB. M3 ero
TJIa3HUIl CTPYUJIMCh KPOBaBbIe CJIE3RI, HO Ha JIMIlE 3aCThilIa CHACT/IMBAs, HEECTECTBEHHO sSIpPKas
ynbibKa, OyOTO CMepPTh HACTHUTIIA er0 B CaMbli PalOCTHLIM MUT XU3HU. ET0 KOXKa Tak ke OT/IMBaja
MEpPTBEHHOM CUHEBOM, a T'yObl TOTeMHETH, HO IIPABUJIbHbEIE, TOUEHBIE YePTHI JIUIA OCTAIUCh
HETPOHYTHIMH.

[Toka E Cu cTOsIT KaK TPOMOM TTOPaXKEHHEBIHN, BO3HUIIA BAPYT I'IyX0 paccMmesinics. Ero yépHele
0e3OHHbIE TJIa3HUIIBl YCTABUJIUCH IIPSIMO Ha IOHOIIY:

— Cs0 E Cu... HeyXkeJnu TH He Y3Ha€lIb cBoero ®au-ra?

E Cu COOPOTHYJICA U MEOJIEHHO HepeBéJ'I B3IrJiAO Ha JIUIO0 663YMI.Ia. HpI/ICMOTpeBLHI/ICB CKBO3b II€JIEHY
TyMaHa, OH €iBa He JIMIIUJICA YyBCTB OT y2Kaca.

910 6811 Jly ®osii! JIy @311, KoTOpHIH orud [ABa roga Ha3an!

— Csi0 E Cu, — mMepTBell MeJIeHHO NIPOTSAHYJ K HEMY UCCOXIIIYIO PYKY ¥ JIETOHBKO KOCHYJICS €T0
meku. Ero romoc 3By4asn BKpaguuBo, IOYTH HEXKHO: — ViIéM co MHOIA... P3H-I'3 TaK ONUHOKO. TaMm,
BHU3Y, 0YEHb XOJIOHO...

[TpuKOCHOBEHUE JIESTHEIX TaJblleB 000KTJI0 KOXKY HEBEIHOCUMEIM, 3arpoOHEIM Xon1ofoM. Y E Cu
3allIeBeJININCh BOJIOCH Ha T'0JI0BE, HOTU CHEeJIaIuCh BAaTHEIMU. M3 MOCIeIHUX CUII IPEOTO0JIeB
olleTieHEHUe, OH C OUKUM BOILIEM Pa3BepHYJCSA U Opocuncs 6exaTh.

B CIINHY €My II0JIeTeJl XpI/IHJ'IBII;I, TOp}KeCTBYIOH.II/Iﬁ XOXOT:

— E Cu, ocranncs co MHOH... Hy ke, noiimém! TBoit ®31i-r3 Tak mo6ut Teb4...

OTOT rooc, IoX0Xkui Ha morpebanbHBIM 3BOH, HACTOMYMBO IIPECTIEN0BANI €T0, He YMOJKas HU Ha
CEeKyH[y.



JlegsiHOY BeTep XJIeCcTaJl 10 JIWIy, CIIOBHO IIJIETh, 00KUTas KOXKY. JIETKue pa3phBaIuCh OT HEXBATKHU
KICJIOPOZa, TPyAb COABUJIO MEPTBOU XBaTKOU. Cepille KOJOTUIIOCH B BUCKaX TSIXKENBIMU yIapaMy,
TIIeper r1a3aMy BCE IIIBUIO U KPYKUJIOCh 0T Oe3yMHOM CKayKu BO MIJI€.

[ToT MrHOBEHHO ITPOMUTAJ KYPTKY, HAMOKIINE OKUHCH OTSIZKENIeNy U JIUIUIH K Teny. [Ipu Kaxmom
mare rpybasi TKaHb HelllaiHO pacTUpaia 0€apa, IPUUUHSIS OCTPYIO, CAgHSIIYI0 O0Tb.

Craguon Ka3asncs 6eckoHeyHbIM. CKoNbKO Okl E Cu Hu Gexkasl, TyMaHHas IejieHa Bliepenu He
pefena, a oJl HOTaMH TSIHYJIOCh BCE TO XK€ POBHOe, 0e37TMKOoe IIOKPHITHE, 3aTATUBalollee ero B riy0b
KoIlIMapa.
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