— OTKy[a B YHUBEPCUTETE B35ThCA MJafieHIly? — Bo3pa3ui JIo Ka.

Ero cnoBa nuins nogunu Macia B orosb: E Cu u cam 3aHepBHUYan. OH UCIyraHHO BIJISENICS B
TEMHOTY — Iapo4Ka, 4YTO TOJIbKO YTO IIeJI0Baiach IOJ AEPEBOM, YXKe Kyna-To ucuesa.

[Tox paCKUOUCTHIM IJIATAHOM T'yCTO PA3POCIIUCH KYCTH. B HEBEPHOM HOYHOM CBETE OHH Ka3aJlUCh
6echopMeHHBIME YEPHLIMY T'PyIaMH, KOTOPHIE TJIYXO0 IIypIIaiy MO IIOPbIBaMU KpeIyalollero BeTpa.
B Bo3gyxe oguH 3a Apyr“M pa3paBaliich Kajlo0HbIe, 3ayHBIBHBIE CTOHEL. E Cu BHe3amHo 061ao
JIeJSHEIM MOTHJIBHBIM XOJIOLOM, a II0 CIIMHE IT00exXKalyd MypallKu.

— 41 coeimart... — 3auKasich, BeaBuil E Cu. ETo ropsio mepecoxyio OT BOJTHEHHS. —...94TO KaKasi-To
CTApIIEKYPCHHUIIA... €€ GPOCHUII TapeHb, ¥ OHA IIOBECHUIACh IPSMO Ha 9TOM IIJIaTaHe...

JIo K3 cnerka HAaXMYPHIJICA U, IIOBEPHYB I'OJIOBY, CIIPOCHIT:

— U k1O Tebe 370 Hamnen?

— Crapmmui, — otBeTun E Cu.

Csa 01 HegoyMeHHO noXKaJl [JIeYaMu:

— Kakas cBs3b MeXny C&MOY6PII>1CTBOM CTYOEHTKH U NETCKHUM mIagem?

— Ona 6nl1a 6epeMeHHa, KOTa Haloxkuia Ha ce0sl pyKu... — Tuxo npousnec E Cu.

Ha aToT pa3 nputux maxe Csa HO#. [TomonyaB HEMHOTO, OH OYPKHYII:

— Hy u ut0? 4 BCE paBHO aTEUCT.

— Torpa nmouemy Obl TeOEe He CITYCTUTHLCS U HE IIPOBEPUTHL? — C MPAayHOM YCMEIIKOH mpeaioxum JIo
Kbs.

— B npu3pakoB s He BP0, — pe30HHO Bo3pa3un Cs FOu, — HO MHe MPOCTO IeHb UATH.

E Cu nmpe3puTtenbHO QLIPKHYII.

B aToT Mur HouHOe HEOO IIpope3ajia OCIIEeNUTEIbHAA BCIIBIIIIKA MOJIHUY — CJIOBHO YyIOOBHIIIE
OCKaJIMJIO XOJIOOHBIE, KaK CTalb, KJIEIKH. ClIeloM U3 caMOoi 1"J'Iy'6I/IHI:>I TPDO30BHIX TYyY JOKATHUIICA
O]"J'Iy'H.II/ITeJIbHHﬁ POKOT IrpoMa.



E Cu B3mpOTHYI ¥ HEBOIBHO IMOKOcUcs Ha JIo Ka. ToT BHITIsIIeN TEHUBLIM, CBITHIM KOTOM: B TTyOuHE
ero TEMHHIX TJIa3 He 0TPaXKajoCh HU TEeHU CTPaxa, a OH IPUBLIYHO HACMEIUINBO yIkIOancs. JIumKui
yXKac, cxxuMaiui cepaue E Cu, MTHOBEHHO OTCTYTIHJI.

OTOT napeHb Bcerga u3iaydan KaKyo-To Iep3Kyl, IOYTH Harjlyl0 YBEPEeHHOCTb — CJIOBHO B MUpE HE
CYILeCTBOBaJIO 3afia4yy, KoTopas Oblyia Okl eMy He nof cuny. Y xots E Cu wacTo ymoBui ce6s Ha
MBICITH, KaKo# ke JIo K3 HeBRHIHOCUMEBIHN THII, CefiYac OH II0YYBCTBOBAJI CTPAHHOE, TIyO0KOe
crnokorcTBre. OgHa JIMIIb aypa 3TOr0 HEBO3MYTHMOTO Harjiella AelCTBOBalla KaK HafeXXHbIU LIUT.

BOpyT 13 TyCTHX KyCTOB BRICKOUMIT MaJIeHbKUU TE@MHBIH CUTY3T ¥ B HECKOJIBKO IMTPHIKKOB
PACTBOPHIICS B HOYH.

— Tak 3T0... IPOCTO KOIIIKa, — pa304yapoBaHHO NpoTaHyl E Cu.

— A st yTo roBopun? Hukakoi 4epTOBIIMHE! — CAMOIOBOJIbHO YXMBUTbHYIICS Cst FOH.

— Boob11e-To YepHbIe KOIIKY IPUHOCIT HecdacThe, — He chaincs E Cu. — BCTpeTuTs Takyio —
OYPHOU 3HaK...

— Heyxenu TH Bepulirb B 3T 6abckue cka3ku? — paccMmesticst Cs KO, Ho upmest sBHO IpHIIIach eMy
o gywe. — CnywanTe, a faBaiiTe TpaBUTh CTpalIUIKu? Houb, rpo3a — upeanbHOe BpeMs!

«HpeanmpHOE, 4TOGRI TOMEPETH CO CTPaxXy», — yrpioMo nopyman E Cu.

OH yxXKe cobupaJsics HaoTpe3 0TKa3aThcs, Korga JIo K3 CKonmb3HYI 110 HEMY JIEHUBHIM B3TJISIIOM U
npeHeOpekUTeNbHO (QBIPKHYIL:

— qume He Hapmo. Eire HallyI'a€M HallleT0 HE2KEHKY, KTO €0 IIoCpeir HOYH YCIIOKdAUBATh 6y11eT?

E Cu MrHOBEHHO BCIIEIXHYII OT 3JIOCTH:

— OTO KOT'0 TH TYT HeXXeHKou Ha3Ban?! Koro?!

JIo K3 nuiib OOapuil €ro JIyKaBbIM, MHOTO3HAYUTEJIbHEIM B3TJIAOOM.

— IlaBaut cBou uctopuu! — Beinanun E Cu mmop ropsa4yo pyKy. M TyT xKe MEICJIEHHO IIPOKJISATI CBOU
IJIMHHBIN S3bIK.

3aMeTuB ero gocany, JIo K3 moBOMBHO IIPUITYPHUIICH. IleHb OIIpeneIEeHHO HaJlaXKHWBaJICs.

Cs IOii, coBepIlleHHO He 3aMedas Ipo0eKaBliei MexXay HUMH UCKPHI, 00pafioBasiCsl COTIacuio



IpUSTENIeH.

— Yyp, g nepsoiii! — OH 007I0KOTHUIICS Ha IIepUJia ¥ 3aTOBOPUJI TAMHCTBEHHEBIM, TATYYUM IIEIIOTOM: —
[Ipencranu nepepn AHBI0-BaHOM B IIPEUCIIOOHEN TPU CBEXKEUCIIeUeHHBIX TpU3paka. Brnaarika aga u
roBoput uM: «OTIIPaBII0 Ha IIepepokKaeHe IEPBEIM TOT0, KTO YMEp CaMOU HeJIellOX U MyYUTEJIbHOU
CMEPTHIO».

[TepBeii paccKa3biBaeT: «IIpu XKU3HYU 51 OB MOUIIMKOM OKOH, ITaXaj C yTpa [0 HO4YU. M BOT BHUIIY 5
Ha TPOCe, YHIIy CTEKJIO Ha BBICOTKE, KAaK BAPYT CPBIBAIOCH U €Yy BHU3. UyoOM YIEMHUIICS 3a IePHUIa
0anKOHa Ha BOCEMHAAIIATOM 3TaxKe. [IhITaloCh MOATSAHYTHCS, @ TYT BHICKAKABAET KaKOM-TO MCUX U
HayMHAaEeT CO BCel Oypu TONTaTh MOM manblibl! 4 copBancs. Ho, BumaTh, 60ru MeHs Geperiiu: BHU3Y
crosina 6onblas 6pe3eHToBas MManaTka, Ha KOTOPYIO g ¥ IpU3eMIuics. JIexy, pamyloch, 4YTo
BBIXKMUIL... ¥ TYT IIPSIMO Ha MeHs ¢ Heba MpuieTaeT TSIXKeJIeHHBIN IIaTaHou mKad. Pa3ma3zan B
TIETIEIIKY ».

BTopo#t npu3pak B3AbIXaeT: «A 51 OBUT YCIEIIHbIM YIIPaBISIONINUM, )XeHa — MOJIofasi KpacaBulia.
Bpoge BcE npu MHe, [la TOJIBKO C cepAaleM npobiaeMel. Bo3Bpammaoch Kak-To U3 KOMaHIUPOBKY
paHbIlle CPOKA, a 61aroBepHast BCSI paCcTpelaHHasi, MEYeTCs 110 KBApTUpe, I'1a3a npsdet. Hy, mymaro,
TOYHO Xaxass 3aBeya! CTan UCKaTh: B CIIAJIbHE HET, Ha KyXHe HET, B BAHHOM MyCTO. BEIX0XKY Ha
0asIkOH, a TaM YbU-TO TIAJIbIIH 3a TIEPUIIA IEeIUIIOTCS. AX ThI, Taf, gyMato! M maBaii mUHATD €0 110
pykaM. OH copBasics, a g TJISHYJ BHU3 — 9TOT Be3YHUYHUK Ha IajaTKy ymai, xusoi! Hy s Ha pagocTsx
TIOOHATYXKUICS U cOPOCUIT Ha Hero rapaepo0. ['Ns:Ky — pa3gaBuiio Mep3aBia. S Tak JUKO 3aX0X0Tall
OT TOPKECTBA, YTO Cepple MpuxBaTtuio. MHDapKT MUOKapAa, ¥ IPUBET».

TyT TpeTuil omaet royioc: «A s KOMMHUBOSIZKED. 3alllesl B OOHY KBapTUPY TOBap IPENJI0OXKUTh, @ TaM
X03s1liKa — HY IpocTo KoHpeTKa. CTana KIeuThCs, 1 He yCTOsII. TOJIbKO MBI Hadaid... U TYyT MyX B
nBepb noMutcs! 4 ¢ nepenyry B mkad 3anes. Y 0o cux nop He MoKUMy, KakK 9TOT POTOHOCEI]
[orajiasicsi, 4To s BHyTpHU? B o01ieM, B35 OH 3TOT mKad ga ¥ BEIKMHYJ C BOCEMHAILIATOT0 3Taxa.
Taxk 51 1 pa3buCs».

Cnymas, kak Ca FOu gypaunuso MeHseT ronoca, E Cu OKaTUIICSA CO CMEXY, CXBAaTUBIIUCH 3a KUBOT.

— 9! — o0uKeHHO NMPOTIHYJ paccka3uuk. — Mmeit coBecTh! 1 BooOIIIe-TO XOPPOP paccKa3hiBall, a
He aHEeK[OT.

— Ho 9T0 e coBceM He CTpallHO! — HeBUHHO 3axyomal ria3amMu E Cu, oKoHYaTeNnbHO TUIUB Cs
05 mapa peun.

Jlo K3 nuurs Monda co3epuasn yepHyto 6e3nHy Heba. To nu mpormycKan BCio 3Ty O0ITOBHIO MUMO
yIIeH, TO 1M HaXOOUII €€ CMEPTEIbHO CKYYHOM.

E Cu mpoYuCTUII TOPJIO ¥ C TOPABIM BAOOM 3asBUI:

— JlagHO, Temeps MOS 0Yepenb.



— Hy maBai, ynusu Hac, — pripkuyn Cs 0.

— Jlerno OBIII0 TEMHOM T'PO30BOM HOUBIO... — E Cu meperen Ha 3aroBOPIIMYEeCKUi memnoT. — Ha
CaMoM TJIyXOH U KYTKOM Tpacce exajio OMMHOKOe TaKCU. BApyr BoguTenb 3aMedaeT Ha 0004nHe
JKEHIMHY, KOTopas 0T4asgsHHO MaIleT PYKOi, YMOJIsisg OCTaHOBUTLCA. [loe3aKa mpoxofusia B rpo60BOM
MOTYaHUY, ITOKa MMacCaXkupKa BAPYT He MPOTSIHYIa BOOGUTEIIO CIIebN M101: «Bo3pMuTe 516J10K0, OHO
o4YeHb ciagkoe». TaKCHCT KaK pa3 IPOroJIofancs, mo0marogqapuil U OTKYCUI KycoK. 2KeHIIMHa THXO0
cripocuna: «BkycHO?» — «OueHb», — KUBHYJI TOT. Y TyT OHa B3[bIXaeT: «fl B IPOIION XKU3HU TOXKE
oboxara s16710Ku...» befgonara-BoguTeNb OT CTPaXa YyTh PYJIb He BRIPOHUII, YAPUII II0 TOPMO3aM,
no0eJieB KaK II0JIOTHO.

E Cu BhImepxKasl apaMaTA4eCKyIo Iay3y, YCTaBUBIIUCE Ha 3aTauBllero geixanue Csa HO0s, ¥ BKpagyuBo
CIIPOCHIIL:

— 3Haelrb, YTO OHa J00aBUIIa CEKYHOOM M03XkKe?

Csa FOu HepBHO moyYecall 3aThlJIOK ¥ MOTHYJI TOJIOBOU.

E Cu Beceno IIPUITYPHIICA U1 3BOHKO PAaCCMESATICAT:

— OHa cKasasna: «...a Kak pebeHKa pofuia, Tak BKYCH U ITIOMEHSJIMCh, Hadajlach COBCEM MIpyTas
KU3Hb!»

— Trdy Ha Tebs1! — dripruyn Cs FOit. — TBost uCTOPHUA ellle TIIyIiee MOei.

— 3ato 1e ucnyrancs! — E Cu tak u cusan ot ropgoctu. O noBepHycs K Jlo Ka9: — TBos odyepens!

Jlo K5 HeOpekHO 06JI0OKOTHUIICS Ha TIePUsia U JIEHUBO MPOTSIHYT:

— 4 He MacTep paccka3bBaTh OAlKH... HO 51 3HAI0 HEMAJIO KYTKUX 3alpeToB.

— Oro, Kakux ellle 3alpeToB? — MIHOBEHHO oxkuBujcs Cs HOu.

B TemHoTe rna3a JIo K3 TauHcTBeHHO 611eCHYIH, IToMiMaB 0TOIeCKH fanekux ¢hoHapeit. OH 3aroBOpPUI
HETOPOIIJIABO:

— Hy, sanpumep... Ecnu yBupuis T0ro, KTO yMep HaCUIbCTBEHHOM CMEPTHIO, HUKOTTa He TOBOPH
«KakKasl XKaJloCTh» UJIA «TaK eMy ¥ Hafo». [laxke mymMaTh 006 9ToM 3a0y/b, HHa4Ye HEYIIOKOEHHHIN IyX
IPUIENUTCS K TeOe HaMepTBO. A ellle Hellb3s1 CMOTPETh B 3epKaJio IOCJie MOIyHOUH. ECTi pUCKHEIID,
YBUOUIIL TaM HEUTO XyTKoe. M Torma mpupeTcst OLICTPO IIenTaTh 3aroBop: «OTKyda MpUILIo — Tyaa
U CTyIaM, HOPOTY Ha3aj 3abbIBaii», HHA4Ye OHO BLIOEPETCS HAPYXKY.



Crousno eMy 3aM0/T4aTh, Kak HeOOCKJIOH BHOBb PACKOJIOJICS HafIBO€, U OTJIYIIUTEIbHEIA IPOXOT IPOMa
COTpPSIC COHHBIM HOYHOM BO37yX. B 9TOM 370Belei TullinHe ciaoBa JIo K3 nmpo3Bydanu Ha peaKOoCThb
XKYTKO.

E Cu u Csa Oii CHHXPOHHO B3[IPOTHYJIH, 3aTauB JbIXaHUE.

— W 3T0 emie He BCE, — BKpaguuBo mpomonxkui JIo Ka. — Korga noXuIbCst CliaTh, HUKOTAA He CTaBb
00yBb HOCKaM1 K KpoBaTH. MiHaue IOTYCTOPOHHKE TBApY NIPUMYT 3TO 3a IIPUTJIalleHue, 3a6epyTcs K
Tebe TI0f OflesisIo U YNIATYTCS MPSIMO Ha IT'PyAb. B Hapoze 3T0 Ha3bIBalOT COHHBIM ITapaIuyoM...

JoroBopuTE OH He ycIes: Ha 7100 ynania KpynHas xojogHas Kamis. JIo Ks mogHsI royoBy K 4epHOMY
HeOy ¥ ITOKavasl roJIoBOM:

— Hoxmp momres. Bo3Bpaiaemcsi.

Cs IOii, BoMias BO BKYC, HarHaJjl ero ¥ IaHUOpaTCKX 3aKUHYJ PYKY Ha I1JIeY0:

— Hy He yomaticsi, paccKa3biBail fasbiie!

E Cu, ucnyraBImuch OCTaThCS M03aX B TEMHOTE, OBICTPO 000IIIe UX ¥ IIPUCTPOUIICS BIIEPENH.

Jlo K3 ¢ BecesnbIM MIPUILYPOM OTJISIfeN HanpsixkeHHYIo ciuHy E Cu 1 mpomosKui HarOHSTh XKYTH:

— Houbio Henb3st CYIMIUTH OfEeXKAY Ha ynuile. Ecu KakoMy-HUOYOb IPU3PaKy MOHPABUTCS TBOU
Haps[I, OH ero IPUMEPUT, OCTAaBUB Ha TKAHW MOTHJIBHBIN 3allaX ¥ MEPTBHIM XOJIOf. A eIlle HA B KOeM
CJIy4ae HeJlb3s BTHIKATh MAJI0YKU BEPTUKAIBHO B PUC. ITO TOMUHAIBHEIN 00psI, CHMBOII OJ1arOBOHUM
B KypunbHuile. Coenaelrb Tak — ¥ 3a TBOM CTOJI MTOACSIET He3BAaHBIM I'OCTh C TOT'O CBETA...

E Cu npubaBuii mary, 0T4assHHO IbITasCh 3aryIIUTh 3TOT BKPaUUBHIN OapXaTHHIN I'0JI0C.

Vnri6ka JIo Ka crana erme mupe. OH 3alenTan IPsSMO B 3aTHIJIOK UCITYTaHHOMY ITapHIO:

— A ecny IPOCHENILCS TIOCPeU HOYHU U YCIIBIIIUIIE, KaK Ha BEPXHEM 3TaXkKe C CYXUM CTYKOM
KaTaloTCs IIapUKH... He JyMal, YTO 9TO COCEICKHUe OeTHU pa3BieKalTcsa. ITo 30B 0e3nHk. [1o momy
KaTalOTCsI BOBCE He UTPYIIKY, a BHIPBAHHLIE TJIa3HbIe I0JI0KM MEPTBEI[OB...

E Cu pe3Ko 3amep KaK BKOIaHHBIN.

— T8I 4ero 3acThlI? — CIPOCUJI TOpaBHABIINNCSA ¢ HUM Cg HOu.

E Cu MepTBO# XBATKOM BIEMUIICS B €T0 PYKaB U XPUILIO OYPKHYMI:



— Hpem BMmecTe. Pagom.

Jlo Ko eniBa coepzkuBaj cMex. IlyraTh 3TOro TPYCHUILIKY 0Ka3aioCh YEPTOBCKY 3a0aBHBIM
pa3BlleYeHUEM.

— Msy... — pa3pgasncs TUXuY, BKpagyuBHIY 3BYK.

Ynri6ka MTHOBEHHO crion3ina ¢ iauna Jlo K9, v 0H 3aCThI. YBIIEKIINECS CIIOPOM CIIyTHUKY HUYETo He
3aMEeTHUIIH U MTPOJOJIXKaIN UOTH.

Jlo Ko mennienHo o6epHyscs. Ha TOHKOM, TOTOBOM BOT-BOT CJIOMAaThCSI BETKe IJlaTaHa CUeI YePHBIN
KOT. Cjierka CKJIOHUB T'0JI0BY Ha0OK, OH IIPUCTAJIbHO Pa3rIsigbiBa I0HOIY. ETo nbaucTo-ronyonie
r7a3a CBETUJIUCH MIOTYCTOPOHHUM OJIeCKOM, a Ha MOPfie 3aCThiJIa OTYET/INBA... U3[leBaTeIbCKas
YXMBIJIKa.

«Ynubaromuiicsa kot? U3gesaeTcs Hago MHOU?»

JIo K3 HEIOBOIBHO XMBIKHYJI 1, HE3aMETHO IIIEJIKHYB IIaJIbIIaMH, II0CJIaJl B CTOPOHY HarJou TBapu
KpOI.T.IG‘-IHBIfI CT'YCTOK CHUHETO IIJIaMEHH.

KoT siBHO He 0Kufas Takoro oTnopa. [Juko, 06uKeHHO B3BU3THYB, OH Ky0apeM CKaTHUJICS II0 CTBOJY U
B MI'HOBEHME OKa PACTBOPHUIICS BO ThME.

Jlo K3 nipe3puTenbHO YCMEXHYIICS.

E Cu, ycrpllllaB KoIIauuit BU3T, MIETHY N menmeMy psgom Cs HOio:

— Crnnimran? MecTHBIE KOTH CETONHS KaKue-To OellleHble. Y HUX YTO, BeCHA MTOCPEIH jeTa Havanach?

— lla YepT UuX 3HaeT, — 3aJyM4YuBO O0TO3BAJICA TOT. — Bpoue He CEe30H...
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