[IIsup FO#X3H HUKOTA He gyMall, YTO OfHAXK/Ibl eMy IPUAETCS 0TOMPaTh HAaJOXKHUIl — IMYCTh HaXxKe
OH Bcero nuib nomorasn Csio Xyato. OH BeIOMpA ¢ KpaitHel 0CTOPOXKHOCTHIO, B3BEIINBAs BHEIIHOCTh
U IIPOUCXOXKIEeHNe ceMeli, ofHaKo MMepaTop Ka3aics COBEPIIEHHO PaBHOLYIIHEIM. YK CIIO
0TOOPAHHBIX HAJIOKHUI] HAMHOT'O IIPEBOCXOAMIIO [TOKA3aTe ! IIPOLUTHIX JIET. BUIsi paloCTHEIE TTHITa
BeIOpaHHEIX AeByuIek, [1Iane FOixaH nuimk riny6xke norpyxancs B TPEBOTY.

Becennwuii 0TO0Op mIHIICS [ECSTh JHeH. B meHb, KOTma OHU BOIIUIM BO IBOpeIl, n30paHHbIE KaHOUOATKH
XJIBIHYJIM CKBO3b KMHOBApPHbIE CTEHHI, C IIMPOKO PACKPHITHIMU T'Jla3aMU U JIIOOOMIBITCTBOM 03KPasiCh 110
cTtopoHaM. ITepeofeBICch B CBOM IBOPIIOBLIE TIIAThs, OHY OBITM MPEPOBOKOEHH B 3a/ Bhicie
Fapmonuu. 3aj, KakKuM Obl TPOCTOPHEIM OH HU OBLT, Ka3aJICs TECHBIM OT 0OUITHS KPacaBHI] B UX
TapafHbIX HapsOoax.

Bkycsl Csio Xyast 6bl1H HeTpecKa3yeMbl. 3[ech ObIIN ¥ TUXKME, YTOHUYEHHBIE IEBYIIKH, U CTAaTHEIE,
rpalmno3xble — OBUT IPeCTaBIeH 0608 TUIl KpacoTHl. I1o KapHU3aMU KpHIII MaJleHbKIE eBHYXU
IIepeIIenTHBaNINCh MeXIY COOOM.

— CTONBKO MI0AEN... KyZia TOJIbKO ABOPEI] UX PaCCENIUT?

— WmMnepaTop Hactosn. Yo TyT nopenaelb? CTPOATCS HOBBIE 3ajibl U OamHu. KTo 3HaeT, JOXKUBET
71 OH BOOOIIe [0 TOTO OHS, KOTHa UX 3aKOHYar...

I pyroi eBHYX OIIyCTHUJII TOJIOBY U MIPUHSJICSA SPOCTHO IIMKATh Ha HETO, IPU3bIBas 3aMOjTdyaTh. XOTS
Csto Xyait HUKOT'Ia He TOBOPHUJI O CBOEM 3[I0POBbe, BCEM OBIJIO OYEBUIHO, YTO C KaXKOBIM THEM OH
cnabeeT. EMy ocTanoch Hemonro. B To BpeMsi KaK MUHUCTPOB MaJio 3a00TH/IM HOBhIE HAJIOKHUITH,
OHMU OBINTA OfIePKKMEI TEM, KTO yHacenyeT TpoH: Csio LI3uHb unu 3atausmuiica Csio Ly, KOTOPHIH,
CKOpee BCEeTro, TOTOBUJICS YCTPOUTH IIEPEBOPOT.

B 3ane, HamoIHEeHHOM KpacaBHllaMy, Ha caMoii nepudepun CUmenu HeCKOIbKO MYXKUKH,
BBITJISIIEBIIIMX COBEPIIEHHO He K MecTy. OHM 00MeHUBAINCh HEJIOBKUMHU B3TJISIHAMU.

— W3 Kakoil Thl CEMBbU? — CIIPOCHUIT OOUH.
— 4 u3 ye3ga Cyi; MO OTel] — ye3OHbIM Marucrpar...

YcnpimaB, YTO B 9TOM IOy Y MyKYHUH €CTh IIaHC, UX CEMbU IIPUCIIAIU UX cloga. MyKUMH I10Haso
3asIBKM OYeHb MaJjio, ¥ TPeOOBaHUS K HUM OBIIM TOPA3[0 CTPOXKE, YeM K KEHIIMHAM; B KOHEYHOM
CYeTe OCTAJIUCH JIUIIh 9TH HeMHOrue. OHU UCIIBITHIBAIM CTPAHHOE OINYIIEHUE, XOTS U HE MOTJIU
OTIpeMeIuTh, YTO UMEHHO OBIJIO He TakK.

— Ero BenuuecTBo npuOLiBaeT! — pas3gasncs IPOH3UTENbHEIM T0JI0C TJIaBHOTO eBHyxXa. Bce
OIIyCTUJINCH Ha KOJIEHU B IIPUBETCTBUU.

— BcTannTe.

Cs0 Xya#l cesl ¥ TUXO B3[OXHYJI, CJIOBHO 3TU HECKOJIBKO LIar0B UCTOIIUIN ero cuibl. [l1aus FOuxsH
CUJIeN PSIIOM C HUM Ha TOM e Kpeclie, Co3[laBasi BUOUMOCTh OJIM30CTH, OOHAKO BHIpaXKeHUE ero Juia
BBIABasIO TITy0OKY0 TpeBory. HoBble HATOKHUIILI OBITA YIUBIIEHBI, YBUIEB MYXKUHUHY ITOMJIE
VimmepaTopa, HO, 3aMETHB er0 00€CIIOKOEHHBIM XMYPHIY BUI, OLTYTUIIM MUMOJIETHYIO TOPHOCTD.
[ToroBapuBaioT, MMnepaTop 6e3 yMa OT IOHBIX KPaCaBHIl; pa3Be MOKEM MbI IPOUTPATh KAKOMY-TO
MyXK4uHE?

OpHaxko, Korga gpyrve HaJloXKHUKUA-MYK4YUHEL yBUgenu nuno IsHe FOuxsHa, ux cepana HEUCTOBO
€KHyIu. B 0IHO MTHOBEHVE OHM IIOHSIN TO CTPaHHOE OMIyIIeHNe, YTO IIPecyeioBao UX PaHbIIe.



Ha mpakonseM TpoHe Cs10 Xyall IOCMOTPEJT Ha MOPaXXeHHBIX HAaJI0XKHUKOB ¥ VIOBIETBOPEHHO
yneioHymcs. Ero pyka crnerka omyctunach Ha miedo [[Isus FOixaHa.

— B3rnsanu Ha HuX. Pa3Be OHU He MOX0XHU Ha Tebs?

[IIsub FO#X3H MOCMOTpEI Ha HUX, TPUOTKPHIB T'YObI, CJIOBHO COOMPAJICS YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO CMOJTYaJ.
Ha ry6ax Csio Xyad 3aurparsa yasi0ka.

— ¥ toro, 4TO C€eBa, POT COBCEM KakK TBOH. Y TOTO, YTO CIIPpaBa — TBOM I'JIa3d, — €TI0 I'0JIOC OBIIT
XPHUIIJIBIM, d ObIXdHKUE XOJIOOHBIM. — 4 Hamen ux 3aHATHBIMU U 3aX0TeJI, YTOOBI THI B3TJIAHYII.

['y6a lIsns FOiixaHa Aporuyna. OH HU4YEro He OTBETUII U He YIBIOHYICS.
Cs0 Xyail MOCMOTPEJ Ha MOPEe IIpeKPaCHBIX JIULI.

— Heyxenu u cynpyr lIsHe cunuTaeT MeHs Hepa3yMHEIM IIpaBUTETIEM?
— JtoT pab He mocMer Ol

Csto Xyalt OTKpBUI POT, YTOOHI CKa3aTh YTO-TO ellle, HO pyKa Ha miede IlIsub FOiixsHa BAPYT
COCKOJIb3HYJIa, U BCE €ro TeJI0 IOBaIUIOCh BHUS.

— Barme Bennuectso!

[Iaup FOixsH nmocneinun noguepxkaTth ero. ®ax [IuH GBICTPO IIATHYT BIepe[, 3aropaxuBas 0630p
IIOTPSICEHHOM TOJIIIE.

— Baire BennyecTBo, mopa Bo3BpalaThCsa B 3an [lyXx0BHOTO Pa3BuTus Ajid OTABIXA.
Csi0 Xyaii 3aKphUI I'71a3a, 00XBaTUB 100 PyKaMH, U C TPYIOM BBIOABUJI eIUHCTBEHHOE CJIOBO:
— Xopotiio.

[Isup FOiixsH moMor eMy IOgHATECS. MMnepaTop OB BEICOKUM M KOCTJISIBEIM; HECMOTPS Ha TO UTO
CTOsI7Ia BECHA, eT0 U3MOXKIAEHHOE TeJI0 OBIIO YKYTAHO B TsKeJble ogexkasl. OH OBUTACS MOJ00HO
pylIaleics: rope — MeJJIEHHO U C OTPOMHBLIM TPYHOM.

B 3arne HOBBIE HaNOXKHULL 3aurymenu. Csio Xyai yiesn, Tak ¥ He HafleJIuB UX TUTYJIaMH U He
pacmpenenus o MokosiM. Ho 3To OBITI0 He cCaMBIM CTPALIHBEIM. 300POBhe MMIIepaTopa yXyALUIUIOCH 0
TaKoM creneHu... B Benuko# YKoy cyImiecTBoOBala Tpagulus mMorpedaabHbIX XKePTBOIIPUHOLIEHUH; 1
eCJId paHbllle XKepTB BrIOUpan caM MMriepaTop, TO Temneps BEIOPATh MOTJIA KOTO yrogHO. OHU TONBKO-
TOJIKO BOIIUIM BO ABOPeEI], HO y2Ke CTOIKHYIHUCE C TOJ0OHOM y4yacThio. MHOTHE pa3phifalnch, IIOKa UX
YBOOUIIH.

[Isup FOiixaH ocTancs ¢ Csio XyaeM B 3ane [lyxoBHoro Pa3putusi, Habimogasi, Kak TOT ITOI'PyKaeTcs B
rny0oKul CoH. JIWilo, KOTOpOe BCerya HaBOAMIO Ha HEro yXkac, Temepb ObIJI0 OJeHEIM U XPYIIKUM,
ry0sl — 06eCKpOBIEHHKIMHU. ETo mbIxaHue ObII0 HACTOJIBKO MTOBEPXHOCTHRIM, YTO Ka3aJ0Ch, OH BOT-
BO3HUKHET OIlyIleHune, OyITo OH ucYe3HeT B 00y cekyHay. Tonbko Torma [Iaus FO#xaH oco3Hal,
YTO 3TOT YeJIOBEK He ObII IeMOHOM — OH OBIJI BCET0 JIWIIbL CMEPTHREIM Ha IIOPOTe CMEPTH.

Korpa on nmogusics, coOupasich yXoouTh, eBHyX ®aH 0CTaHOBUI €TO0.

— Cynpyr IlIs#b, — NErKOMBICTIEHHO MTPOu3HeC OH. — [lo3apasinsio. Cerogus BeyepoM Ero
BenuuecTBo IepeBepHY Ballly TabIu4Ky.



[ITaun KO#x3H OBLI OLIEIOMIIEH.
— HMMnepaTop B TAKOM COCTOSIHUM; 3a4€M OH BCE ellle ITPHU3LIBAET HAJTOKHUIL?

— 4 neITanCcsa OTTOBOPUTH €T0, HO... 9X, — eBHyX ®aH nokayarn ronosou. — Ecnu y Cympyra HeT
OPYTUX [iel], T0XaJyuCcTa, 0CTaBauTeCh 30eCh.

WM3-3a cTonb GOJIBIIOr0 KOIMYeCTBa HOBOIIPUOBIBIINX He XBaTalIo flaXke HOCUJIBIIMKOB ITaTaHKKUHOB.
[Tsus FOUX3H B3MOXHYII U BEPHYJICS B 3all.

Cuctema Oblna B 3aMeIIaTEILCTBE:

(3aueM oH mepeBopaunBaeT Tabnuuku ceriyac? OH He B TOM COCTOSTHUM, YTOOHL... HY, )KeJlaHHe eCTb,
a BO3MOXKHOCTH HET, BEPHO?[]

[Isup KOMX3H mMoKayvas rojioBo. YenoBeK, HaXOOSAIIHNWCS TP CMEPTH, BCETIA X0YeT UCI0JIh30BaTh
TIOCTIETHUE KPOXHU CHUJI, UTOOBI YXBATUTHCS 3@ UTO-TO STPKOE ¥ KUBOE — 3@ TO, UTO SBIISIETCS TOJTHOU
IIPOTHBOIIOIOKHOCThIO €r0 COOCTBEHHOM yYacTH. Bce 3TH I0HOIIM U OeBYIIKY OBIIH IPUBEIECHBI JIHUIIb
miist Toro, yTo0nl Csi0 Xyal MOT TOCMOTPETh Ha HUX.

[JHe 6oiics, XocT. Kak Tonpko Cs10 LI3uHb B30#IET Ha IPECTOIL... BCE 3aKOHUYUTCS![]
— BepHo.

[Toka Cso LI3uHb cuepxkuBa obelanue, ceMbsi I11aHb Oblsta B 6e3omacHocT. Ho Csio LIy Bcé elre He
Obl1 HaMgeH. [TOMCKYU OTUINCH TPY OHS U TPU HOYH, HO €r0 Jlarephb Tak U He 00HAPYXKUIH.
HaeMHUKY, KOTOPHIX OH HAHSIJ, OBITHA XKECTOKUMHY, KATHHIMU ¥ XUTPEIMHU. [1I9Hs FOUX9H Kaxmyo
HOYb OECIIOKOMJICS 3@ CBOIO CEMBIO U C TPYHOOM 3acChImal.

K cyacThlo, «CTpaHHOE OIIyIIeHre» 0 HoyaM OoJIblile He BO3Bpallanock. [locnenHre HECKOIBKO
Houel Csio L[3unb ocTaBancs B 3ajne L{luHuxkO0y, 4T0OH HecTu ctpaxy, u [llaup HOiixaHa He My4YuIu
KomMapsl. [Toxoxke, BCE merCTBUTEILHO OBIIO TaK, Kak roopuit Csio LI3uHE.

U BcE ke, mno BpeMs, 1 nogo3penus lIsus FO#xsHa pocnu. [[eCTBUTENLHO U T€ HOUHBIE
npouctiecTBus 6btu gennoM pyk Csio Xyasi? OH Bedb OblT Tak 00JIeH B TO BpeMsi. Y Hero He OBIIo
IOKa3aTeJIbCTB, HO KaXK/bli pa3, Korga Csio LI3uHb Ha3kIBaJl €r0 «MaTYyLIIKOK-CYIPYToi», OH OIIyIIa
CMyTHOe fiexkaBio. EMy Ka3asoch, OyATO OH yKe CIIbIIIal B TEMHOTE T'0JI0C, CMaKYIOLIUl 3TH OBa
CJIOBa C TJIyOOKOM, 3aTaeHHOM HEHABUCTHIO.

Ounysmmmcse, Csio Xyaii mogyBcTBOBas ce0s HeMHOro nyulie. OH Besen eBHYxy any:
— [IpuHecu TOT KyBUIVH BUHA.

®an IluH 3aMep, B ero riasax NpoMeIbKHYJIa BCIHIIKA II0Ka, KOTHa OH IlepeBesl B3TTIAL C
HmnepaTopa Ha Cymnpyra. CTaphliii €BHYX IOCIELIHO YOaIuICs.

— Kakoe BuHO0? — crupocurn IIsas FOuxsH.

Myx4rHa yIeIOHYJICS, CKa3aB JIUIb, YTO 3TO IpeKpacHoe BuHO. OH cMoTpen Ha IlIsub KOixaHa c Toi
JKe 0TeYeCKOM HEeXXHOCTBIO, CJIOBHO JTI000BasICsS mMpeKpacHEIM 11BeTKOM. Jlagoru IlIsub HOixsHa
IIOKPHBIIUCh UCITAPUHOM.

®aH [luH BepHYJICS C KyBLUIMHOM U eAUHCTBEHHOU daulei. Cs0 Xyal IMYHO HAJIUJI IPO3PadHYI0
apoMaTHYI0 XKUIOKOCTh U NPoTAHy:I ee IIaup Onxsny.



Pyxka [Isusp F0iixaHa 3agpozkaia, ¥ OH OTCTYIIWI Ha3af,.
— ...ITouemy Bame BenuuecTBo He IIbeT caM?
Csio Xyaii yneIOHYJICS, HO HUUero He cKa3all.

«OH X04eT cheaTh MeHs morpedabHOM XKepPTBOi». Bech cTpax u mogo3penus IIsas HixoHa
B30pPBaJIUCh B 3TO MrHOBeHUe. OH IOBEpHYJICS, YTOOH OexaTh, HO ®aH Llun 6bi1 HarotoBe. Cuia
CTaporo eBHyxa Oblla HEBEPOSITHOM; OH MTHOBeHHO IpuxKaJ [lIsus FOiixsHa K IOJy ¥ CBA3all eMy

PYKH.

['nsiost Ha COMPOTHUBIAIOMIET0CS MyX)KUKUHY, Cs10 Xyail 0CTOPOKHO IIPUIIOAHST €TI0 MOAO00POMIOK.

— He Goticst, — ero ria3a ObUIM ITOX0XKHY Ha UCCUHS-YepHbIe 0e3qHbl. — [IpoiimeT coBceEM HEMHOTO
BPEMEeHH, U s IPUCOeNUHIOCH K Tebe.

[Isus FOiixaH cTrcHYN 3y0bl, HO Cs0 Xyall CUI0# pacKphUI eMy pOT ¥ BTUCHYJI Yally BHYTPb. Telnasd,
JXKTydasi KUIKOCTD [TIOTEKJIa 10 ero TOpJly; OH IIBITAJICS BHIILIIOHYTE €€, HO €r0 YeJII0CTh KPENKO
CXKUMaJM 0O TeX I0p, IToKa He Oblyla IPOTjIoueHa MOCIeqHsIs KamJls.

®an lun ymanuncs, korga [Isas FOiixaHa ynoxXumy Ha moctenb. CHamoObe B BUHE IOJIeNCTBOBAIO
OBICTPO: JTAMIOHU B3MOKJIH, @ BHU3Y XKMBOTA PA3ropesics moxkap.

Cso Xyai#t xkpgarn, korfga nomerctByet . Ho IlIaup FO#xaH He OB TOX0XK Ha ocTanbHBIX. OH HE yMep
B MYYMTEJIbHBEIX CYHOpPOrax. BMecTo 3Toro Ha ero 61eHOM KOXKe IPOCTYIIUII CTPAHHBIN PyMSHeII,
TEJIO CTaJIO INXOPAJ0YHO rOPSIYUM, U OH Hadaj 6eCIIOKOMHO BOPOYATLCS, CMUHAS ONEeXKIY.

KocayBimce BiaxHoro, neinatiiero n0a [IIsus FOixaHa, Csio Xyal BOPYT PacCMesiIcs.

— CHOBa TO Xe caMoe... — IPoOOPMOTal OH, TOTTaXKUBasT JIUI0 MyKIMHBI CO CMEChHIO KaJI0CTH U
ckopOu. — ¢ He xoTes1, 4TOOH BCE OBINIO TaK.

Pe3kag BcmbIiKa 00OJIH.

Kamnnst KpoBu BHICTYNINIIA Ha THUIBHOU CTOPOHe OienHoM pyku Csio Xyas taMm, rge [sus FOiixaH
ykycu ero. lIaus FO#X3H IPOCTHO, CO XT'y4yel HeHAaBUCThIO CMOTPETI Ha Her0, 0TKa3hIBasiCh
pas3xkuMaTh 3yOHL.

OH 6osnicst Csio Xyast, T03TOMY OBUT TIOKOPEH; OH CJIYXKUJI €My KakK BEPHBIY MOANAHHEIN U cynpyr. OH
IyMaJ, 4To 3TO yOepexKeT ero, HO 3TOT YeJIOBeK xKejaj ero cMeptu. ['nasa [Isup HOiixsHa Ha
MT'HOBEHUE IIPOSCHUTIUCH, IPeXKe 4eM CHOBa IOTepATh PoKyc. Csa0 Xyall OTHSAT CBOIO UCKYCaHHYIO
PYKY, OCTaBUB I'TyOOKUI OKPOBABIIEHHHIH CJie] 0T 3y00B Ha KOCTSIIKeE ITasiblia, ¥ Pa3rjiafuil BOJIOCH
Ha 10y My>K4YUHEL.

Co3nanue Illsup FOuxsHa yracano. BemecTBo B BUHE OLIyLIaJI0Ch KaK OTHEHHasA 3Mesl, CKOJIb3s1as
II0 ero TeJly B IIOMCKaX BEIXOaA.

Tak &Kapko.

OH He 3HaJl, CKOJIbKO IIPOIIIo BpeMeru. OH OYHYJICS B CHIIBHOM TUXOPAfIKe, €0 pa3yM BCE elre GBI
3aTSHYT TPSICUHOU. EMy moTpe6oBanoch BpeMs, 4TOObI BCIIOMHUTH, YTO IIPOU3OIIIIO TEPef TeM, Kak
OH IOTePSIT co3HaHue. «f He ymep. Csio Xyait OTIyCTUI MEHA?» Y3HATh 3TO OBIJI0O HEBO3MOXKHO. Ero
IbIXaHUE CTAaHOBUJIOCH BCE Oosee mpephlBUCTHIM. OH YyBCTBOBaAJ ce0s TaK, CJIOBHO TOHYJI, M M30 BCEX



CHUJI BIIEIIXJICSA B YEJIOBEKaA Iepen co0oii. BHYTpI/I HEero II0JIBIXaJl OT'OHb, BBI2KUT'dsA ITOCII€eJHNE KPYITHUIIEI
JIOTHUKH.

PasppaxkenHoe «TIi» mOHECTIOCH CBePXY. ['0y10C OBIT HAMHOTO MOJI0OXKe, 4YeM ¥ Csi0 Xyasi — YUCTHIHU U
MIPUSATHBIM, HO HAIIOTHEHHBIN CUIBHBEIM pa3fpaxeHueM. [lIaus HKOWX9H cierka NpuOTKPHLI I'/la3a U
IIOHSJI, YTO €r0 HEeCYT Ha pyKax, a ero rojoBa IIOKOUTCS Ha 4ykou rpyau. OH He 3HaJl, KTO 3TO U KyAa
OHU HaIpaBasgioTCsA. VX KoxKa conmprKacanach, pa3aeeHHas IUIIb TOHKUM CIoeM ogexabl. OH
MIOMBITAJICS OTCTPAHUTHCS, HO YEJIOBEK CHOBa U3Mall pe3koe «Tir».

JIyHHBIHM CBET OBIJT XOJIOMHBIM.

MrHoBeHUe CIyCTs, CO CKPUIIOM, BeCh CBeT ucue3. ETo BHeC/IM B COBEPIIIEHHO TEMHYI0 KOMHATY,
HaIlOJTHEHHYIO0 3HAKOMBIM apoMaToM OnaroBoHui. [1Isue KOMX3H MOAHSI B3TJIA U BCTPETHUIICS C
TIapoii ra3 — 3HAKOMBIX, HO TOPEBIINX TaKOW HEMCTOBOW MHTEHCUBHOCTBIO, UTO UX OBIJIO HE Y3HATH.

On yBUOEII, KaK HMIEBEJIbHYIUCh TYGBI 9TOr0 YeJI0OBEKa, I''TyX0 XU HU3KO IIPOPBIYaB OBa CIJIOBA:

— ...Marymka-cynpyra.
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