- ['maBHBIN XKpel], YTO BHL...!

- Uunuk!

- JTa KpoBb... Jlegu [IXKymnbeTTa... !

Ha mupy, roe co6pasiich Bce aprCTOKPAThl, BHE3AIIHO Pa3BEPHY/IACH CIIeHA IPECTYIIIEHHUS.

He oOpainasi BHUMaHUS Ha IPOH3UTENIbHbIE KPUKY, OKYTaBIIINe BCce BOKPYT, Majakus Kak pa3
3aKOHYUJI CO CBOMMHU [€¥CTBUSIMH, TOCTAJl KPOBOOCTaHABIMBAIOIIYIO TKaHb U IIPUXKAJl €e K paHe.
[Tornapus [IXKynmbeTTy [I0 TOJIOBE, I0KA OHAa IPUKYCHIBaja I'y0y, OH MATKO CKa3asl: «THl XOpOoIIo
CIIpaBUIaCh.»

- 49-Yro...

- [Touemy...

B otnuyune ot KPOHIIPpKUHIIA U Hoamm, KOTOPEIE C TPYOOM IIOCIIE€BAJIX 3d PA3BUTUEM COOBITHH, MOpI/IHO
YZXKe OoragajiCa O MOMX HaMEPEeHUAX.

Ia, 9TOT LIar ©MeJI peledeHTH. [laxe B MPOIIIOM OBbITH XKPUITH KePTBOIIPHUHOIIEHU, UMEIOIIHe
CUJIbHYIO0 MaHy, HO ciaboe TesocnoxeHnue. Korga oHu Oblu 3amepThl B KOMHaTe B KoponeBckoM
3aMKe, UX IIoxas pusndeckas GopMa IpUBesa K YXYOIIEHWO UX 3M0POoBbs. Celdac s qyMaro, 4To
3TO0 Morya OBITh KaKas-To ajneprus. YToOwl BHI3TOPOBETH rae-HUOy b ¢ Oojiee 6/1aronpusTHEIM
KJIMMATOM, XKPHIle pa3pe3any KOXYy MexXOy MSITKOW U UKPOH... Iepepe3asi TakK Ha3klBaeMOe aXuIOBO
CYXOXKWIHe. ITO MO3BOJISIIO UM IIOKUHYTh 3aMOK.



Ecnu axumnmecoBo CyX0xXuire Iepepe3aHo, TO YeJI0BeK, KOTOPHIY ellle MOT XO[IUTh, He MOT Obl
Oonbille HU XOOUTh, HU Oerath. [IpyruMu cjioBaMHu, OH He MOT cOexkarTh. [laxke eclii OH
BOCIIOJTB3YIOTCS JIOIIAMbIO UM 9KUIIAXKEM, B CIIy4ae MOIBITKA CKPHITHCS OT IIPeciiefioBaTeNe Bce
MIPOXIET He TaK I'JIafKo.

II71s1 >KeHIIUHBI CYIIECTBOBAJIO OTPaHNYEHHOE KOIUYECTBO CII0C000B ObITh 3()(EKTHUBHOM TOIBKO C
OIHOM 3M0pPOoBOY HOTOM. CeKCc-pabbIHK B IIPOIIIOM ITOIBEPTaIuCh TAKOMY Ke 00palleHH0.

- ... 4 paspemy Tebe meunThcst BHE KOponeBcKOro 3amMKa. BMecTo KOpoJIeBCKUX PHIIIapei ¢ BaMu
OTIIPABATHLCS TeJloXpaHUTenu. Hameroch, BH He OymeTe Bo3pazKaTh.

- Ax, He cTouT 006 3TOM T'OBOPUTE. f TOXKe MPOIITY O TOM XKe.

- Xax, 4To 9TO 3HAYMT?... 51 CHBIIIAJA, YTO KaK XKPUIlA XKePTBOIPHHOIIeH s, Hamra Orlia 3amepTa B
3aMKe?

YcnriiaB HauBHEIY Bompoc Menuu, JIyTopa 3amaHWKOBaJI U IPUJI0KUII Tajlell K ee Tybawm,
TI0Ka3biBast, YTOOR OHa Mon4ana. Ho, K coxkanieHnio, OHa He 0OCTaHOBHUJIACh.

- Pa3Be aT0 He dhaBopuTu3M? EC/iu 9TOT 4e/I0BEK CTAHET XKPUIleH KePTBOIPUHOIIEHUS, ee TOXKe Haflo
TIOCAOUTh O] MOMAIIIHUM apecT, Kak u Harmy!

O6mnagasi CUITbHLIM YYBCTBOM CITPABEIIMBOCTH, OHA HE MOTJIa IPOCTUTH [IKYIBETTy, KOTOpas
npecrnenoBasa ee cectpy. OHa roBopuia Tak, Kak OyTo e€ MHeHUe OBIJI0 €QUHCTBEHHO BEPHEIM,
OHAKO HOBBIY IIPEMbEP-MUHUCTP MOPUHO PE3KO ONEPHYII €e.



- 9To He cpaboTtaeTt, Menus. HeT HuKaKo# He0OOXOOMMOCTH orpaHuuuBath Jlegu [IXKymbeTTy. Tem
0ojlee YTO OHA caMa IIPOCHJIa BOCCTAHOBUTDH CHJIHL.

- 4TO C 3THUM TaKoOe€... S He IIOHUMAIO.

- Menus, g npotury Tebs, moxanyicTa, TOMOJYH... !

XoTs OHa 3aKphlia poT, Korga JIyropa yMonsan ee, Menus Ka3anach HeJOBOJILHOU, TS Ha ee
HagyThle IMeKu. ITo OBIT eTCKUM IMOCTYIIOK, pe3yabTaT TOro, YTO OHa Obljia Of BIedaTIeHUEM TOTO,

YyTO OHa Oblya "mocTopoHHe#". Hy, mocMOTpuM, KaK JOJITO OHa MOTJIa COXPAHSTh TaKOe BhHIpaXKeHUe
JIULA.

- [ToBTOpPSI10, 1 B3BIBAIO K IpaBaM CEMbU XKEPTBEHHOU KpHUIEl [IXKyNIbeTTE. Kpome TOTrOo, 51 nepenao
00s13aHHOCTH [IXKYyNTbeTTH, KOTOPas CyxKuia [IpakoHbel XKpHUIllel B TeUeHue IeCaTH JIeT, MIaIien
CecTpe HaclegHOU mpHuHIlecch Hamu, Menuu.

- A, MuE?...

- [IpaBa cembu... ?

YBupes, yTo Menus B 110Ke, a Halia B U3yMJieHUU IIOBTOPSET 3TU CJI0BA, IUL[0 MOPUHO U3MEHUTIOC.



Xaxaxa, 9T0o OBIJIO IJ10X0. 3aCTaBIATL MIPEeMbeP-MUHUCTPA TTEPEN BCEMU 3TUMU JTIOObMHU ITOKa3kIBaTh
TakOe IIOTPSICEHHOe BhIpaXKeHue nulla. Ckasas 3T0, faxe s yMep B BO3pacTe ABafLaTHU JIeT B CBOeH
pouion XkKu3Hu. Hy, a B 9TOM XKU3HU, XOTh S U BHITJISIKY MOJIOMIO, MHe OBITIO y2Ke COPOK OBa.
Brnarogaps monruM rogaM paboTH B KaUeCTBe UHTPUTYIOIIET0 IPEMbEP-MUHUCTPA, 5T TOPAUIICS TEM,
YTO He IOKa3bIBajl CBOM YyBCTBA HA CBOEM JIULIE.

- Boxke Moii, Heyxenu Mucc Haira He 3Hana 00 3ToM?

4 moxKan mie4amu, fefasi BUJ, UTO IeNCTBUTENbHO yauBieH. Korga g yke cobupacs OTKPHITh POT,
yTOOBI 0OBSICHUTD €H ITpaBa ceMby, MOPHHO OTBETHJI MHE TaK, CJIOBHO KpHUYa:

- KoneuHo, 51 mpu3Halo mpaBa ceMbu! YTo ke KacaeTcs nepegadyu poiu [IpakoHbeH XKPUIIE], TO, €CITH
MHCC Memust COTJIaCUTCS, ST 00OPI0 ee 0T UMEHHU ITpeMbep-MUHUCTPA!

...BHI B cIielike BHIPEIIN cebe My, TpeMbep-MUHUCTP MOpPUHO.

[TpaBa ceMbu OBITTM TAMHOM XKPUI] KEPTBOIMIPHUHOIIEHUHN, KOTOPYIO OHM CKphIBaju 0T Hamu. CekpeT
OB SICHO 00BbSICHEH, KOTHa FepOMHS BCTYIMIa Ha MapiipyT MopuHo. [Tpoire ropops, 3To OB BOIIPOC
neHer. 'epounio, Hamry, moxutunu u3 gepeBHu KodoH. Ee mnapmas cectpa Menus Toxe aymana,
YTO ee HaCUJILHO YBE3JIH pPHILIapy XpaMa I10 TpHUKa3y TJIaBHOTO XkKpella, Korfa oHa Oblyia n3bpaHa
Caaroii [leBoi. Ho 9T0 651710 HeBepHOe cyxkpaeHue. OHa Oblyia mpofaHa. Ee xke pomuTensiMu.

910 OBlNa He TPOCTO OOUHOKAS [eBYIIKa, 00lafaiomias CBAImeHHOoM ciioi. OTKpOBEHHO TOBOPS,
KaXkmas fecsitast XKeHIuHa B [lamceMuTe, KOTOpoy OBIIO OKOJIO AEBATHAALATH JIeT, o6agana
CBSIILIEHHOU CUJIONU. ITO IIPOUCXOAUIIO IIOTOMY, YTO TOPOKaHe BOCIUTHIBAIUCE, ITOJIy4Yas
611arocyoBeHus OyX0B, COOPaBIINXCS BOKPYT ApeBHEro npakoHa Xapuca. Ha camoM pmene maxe
IXKynmbeTTa, KOTOPOM HacleOHBIN MIPHHI] TpHKa3al CTaTh XKPUIlEH KepPTBOIPUHOIIEHUS, 00agana
3TUMU KaueCTBaMH.



Korpma momxomuio BpeMs BeIOOPa XKEPTBEHHOM KPHUILIBI, CBATUNNIIE U KOPONIeBCKUit 3aMOK HaYUHaIu
cobupaTh MHGOPMAIIUIO O XKEeHIIMHAX, OTBEYAIOIIUX 3TUM TpeboBaHusIM. Cpequ HUX OHU OymyT
MCKaTh XKEPTBEHHEIX [[eB B CeMbsX, 00peMeHEeHHbIX MaTepHrajbHbIM OpeMeHeM. B cinydyae ¢ Hamet,
ee POOuTEeNH HyKOaJIuCh B IeHbraX, YTOOH! BHIJIEUUTE ee MaAliero 6paTa, KOTOPHIY UMen ciaboe
TEJIOCJIOKEHHeE C TIOMOIIbIO OIlepaliyl C UCI0Ib30BaHNEM Maruu. YToOk pacIyiaTUTLCS 3a 9TO, ee
POIUTENN PEIInid OCTaBUTh Hamiy.

['nymo GbLJIO CO CTOPOHHBI POAUTENied He 00BICHUTD €M, UTO OHA AOJI’KHA CTaTh KePTBEHHOU [1eBOM.
BMmecTo sToro oHu nmonmpocunu Prillapeit Xpama caenaTh BU, 4TO Te MOXUIaloT ee. OHM IPOJOIXKaIK
IIPUTBOPSTHCS HEXKHBIMU U TIOOSIIMME POOUTENISIMHU OO CaMOT0 KOHIIA ¥ OPOCUIIHM CBOIO HOYb IO
aBToOyC, He OecIoKosiCh 00 ee BIXKMBAHUU. [[0BOJIbHO TOITHOTBOPHOE OOpallleHue.

B oKkpyKeHuU HaCIeQHOTO0 IIPUHIIA 3Ty UCTUHY 3HAJ TOJIBKO MOPHHO, KOTOPHIM BHUMATEIHHO
IIPOYUTAJ IIOJTyYEeHHYI0 UM MHGOPMAIIKIO 0 XKEePTBEHHOM KpHlle, TIOCMOTPEB Ha JII0[ei BOKPYT
TJIaBHOTO JKpella, ¥ 00HapyKUJI TOIBKO OTPOMHYIO CYMMY, ITepPEeBEIeHHYIO M3 KOPOJIEBCKON Ka3HHI.

OH He x0Te, 4yToOH Haia y3Hana 06 3ToM, ¥ IpepBa MO cjioBa. YTOOH el He ObIsI0 00JIbHO. ITO
OblTa ero mepsasi M000Bb, ¥ BCe Ke OH He XOTeJI MPU3HABaThCs B CBOMX YYBCTBAX IEJTYI0 BEYHOCTE. U
BCE 3TO pajy Hee.

U Bce 3To BpeMsd OH He IMOHKMMaJl, 4TO 3TO Onblna IIPpUMaHKa.

- 9y, Jlytopa. A uTo memnaeT [IpakoHbs [leBa? Heyxenu MHe NPUAETCS XKUTh B CBATUJIULLE?

Menus notsuyna JIyTopy 3a ofexny, TOBOPS TUXUM T'OJIOCOM, YTOOH! Ha 3TOT pa3 He PaCCEPOUTEH €To.
Ho HUYTO He YCKOJb3aJIo OT MOUX yiei nmobnu3octu. be3s comuenus, [IKynbeTTa TOXKe 3TO CIIbIIIAa,
HO, IOYYBCTBOBAB MOM HaMEPEHUs, MOS JOYb IPOITYCTHIA 3TO MUMO YIIEH.



- Kpwuma [IpakoHa ympasisieT pectuBameM. OHa PyKOBOOUT PUTYaIOM U IIPUCITYIIUBAETCS K
TpeBoram Jtonieir. Ho Ha caMoM fiefie OHa ITPOCTO MTOACTaBHOe JIUI0. JTa GaroponHast fama CIyKHUT
€l0 yXKe TIOYTH [eCSATh JIeT. Y Hee IPaKTUUEeCKU OTCYTCTBYIOT opunranbHble 00513aHHOCTH.

Heyxenu JIyTopa He MOT 3TO HEMHOT'O ITpHyKpacuTh? JIyTopa Ol O0Jlee UM MeHee TallaHTJIUB B
IIMK1OHaXkKe U OB PEIllapeM, HarpaXKaeHHbIM OpfieHaMu. Pa3roBop OB CIIbIIIEH BCEM BOKPYT,
TOYHee, ero ciblian Monra. He ciumkoM nmu oH pacciabuncs?

Xotst Monra He MOBHIIIAJ I'OjI0ca, Ha €ro IMIMPOKOM JI0Y BUOHENKUCh BeHHL. {1 faxkKe HEMHOTO IToXKaJsiel
ero.

- Ho 3T0 mogHMMaeT TBOE MOI0XKEHUE.

- 910 Xe... !

- Ax, 9TO He Tak YK IIJIOXO0 - CPOBHATHECA B CTATyCe C CI/Il"prIOM, OH Beb NBOPSAHUH.

['ma3a Menuu OpOTHY/IM B HEpeIIUTeNnbHOCTU. CUTYPH, TOTOMOK Myapelia Acb6asna, ¥ IPOCTOMIOOMHKA
U3 OTHaneHHoi o61acty Menuu. X0OTs ee MOXKHO ObIJIO OCTaBUTh B Ka4eCTBe JIIOOOBHUIIE, €€ CTaTyC
HUKaK He II03BOJISIJI €M CTaTh ero xKeHou. Hamle noBe3so. B TOT MOMEHT, KOr'[la OHa cTajia
JKepTBeHHOU [leBOM, ee cTaTyc, 10 KpaliHell Mepe Ha Oymare, ObIJT TaKUM XkKe, KakK y Kopons. Ho
Menusg Obia HuKeM. OHa HUKaK He MOTJIa BHIUTH 3aMyXK 3a CBoero jgobumoro Curyppa. C Takum
0eCIIoKOMCTBOM 51 C CaMOT0 Hadaja 3Hajl OTBeT Menuu.



- Eciut 9TO Tak... 1 BO3bMY Ha ce0si POJib XKPHIH [[paKoHa.

- Memnus... !

- Bce B mopsimke, Hama. {1 mory moTepsiTh CBOI0 CBOOOOY Ha HEKOTOpoe BpeMsi. Ho s Bemb He
O0CTaHYyCh HaBCera He3aMyXKHeun?

- Ha camom pene [IxkynbeTTa Oblla HEBECTOM HACIEOHOTO IPUHIIA B Ka4eCTBe XKpHUllbl [[pakoHa, -
npobopmoTasna Menus. [IpeMbep-MUHUCTP MOPHHO COTJIACHO KUBHYIL.

- Kpwuria [IpakoHa HEIHEIIHET 0 MTOKOJIeHus: 06si3aHa mpuHecTH xkepTBy Ero Ceetnoctu Xapucy. 910
Oblla BCETo JIHIIb OfHA 3afaya, HO IIpeflocTaBieHHOe 6/1aropogHoe 3BaHue M9pa He OYAeT MOTEPSHO
Iaxe I0CJIe TOTO, KakK poJib [IpakKoHbel KPHULIbI OyeT BEHIIIOIHEHA.

- 3HAYUT, OCTAJIOCh BCETO MONToaa. ITOT CPOK He [OJIOT.

- 4 mpunuMaro 3T70. OT UMEHH NMpPeMbep-MUHUCTPaA MOpPUHO S IOATBEPXKAA0 cornacue Mucc Menuu...
TJIaBHBIY XKpell.

- Kak Bam OymeT yromHo.

Marnakust BeKJIMBO MPUCTyKuBas [IKynbeTTe, KOTOpas AepikKaiaa MeHs 3a KOJIeHH. 3aKOHYUB
JledyeHue, OH B3I ee JIEBYIO PYKY U CHSIJT BEUEPHIOIO IIepUYaTKy. 3aTeM OH CHSJI cepebpsHoe KObIIO C
ee cpemHero manbla. MHKPYCTHPOBAHHOE APAroIlleHHEIM KaMHEM, KOTOPHIA CBePKaJl BCEMH I[BETaMHU



pagyTHu, KoJblo ObIJI0 CUMBOJIOM XKpHUllb [IpakoHa. [0BOpPAT, 9YTO 0HO OBIJIO CHEIaHO C IIOMOIIBI0 TOTO
JKe MeXaHHM3Ma, YTO U OBEPH, BedyIlue K MOA3eMHOMY 03epy, B KOTOPOM ObIT 3areyaTaH JPeBHUM
IpakoH Xapuc; KOJIbLIO MOT 3a0paTh TOIHKO HEIHEIIHUM TJIaBHBIN Kpell.

- OT uMeHU T'paxfaH 5 OT BCero ceppa 6arogapio Bac 3a Ballly Joaryio ciayxk0y. [Toxanyicra,
OTOBIXaWTe CKOJIBKO AYIIe YTOMHO IO TOTO MHS, KOTIa Bhl MCIIOJTHUTE CBOU 00S3aHHOCTH XKEPTBEHHOM
JKPUIIHL.

- ...Cmmacub6o, - HeMHOro 3acTeHunBO ITpou3Hecsa [xynseTa. Ee orel 6osblie He OB IpeMbep-
MUHUCTPOM, €€ XKaao OyayInee B Ka4eCTBe JKEPTBEHHOM XKPHULILL, U aXkKe ee 0CTaBIIEeCs MOJI0KEHUe
6110 yKpameHo. M Bce xke rojoc [XKyIbeTTH COUUIICS PafiocThio. HeMano 3HaTHBIX TI0fel, DOIKHO
OBITh, MCIIBITHIBAJIA YYBCTBO JUCCOHAHCA.... [IKYy/IbeTTa JeUCTBUTENbHO ObljIa ITPEeKPaCHBIM
pebeHKOM.

- Menus Jlatypu. [logoupute croopa.

Kak Memuu ObIJI0 CKa3aHO, OHA Cesiaja LIar BIepe, ee KaHapee4yHoe IIJIaThe KOJIBIXalIoCh.

Pyku Manakuy MSTKO IPUONIU3UINUCH K HEl.

- C 3TOr0 MOMEHTA U BIIPEb TH - ClaBHasd IpakoHbsa 2Kpuila CBATUIUINA. ThI MOIKHA ITOCBITUTh
CBO€ TeJlo cnyxkeHuio Ero MumocTy Xapucy ¥ BHICIYIIMBATD JIIOACKKUE 3a00TH, II0Ka He 3aKOHYUTCS
TBOU JIOJT.

- ... 9 monumaro.



B sTux crnoBax IIpo3By4aJia KJIsATBaA.

Henb3st HApyWUTE KIATBY, IIPOU3HECEHHYIO BO MMST IPEBHETO ApPaKoHa Xapuca.

Marnakus Hafesl KOJIbI[0 Ha CPeIHUM Hajel 00HaXeHHOH PYKH Meuu.

B 3TOT MOMEHT.

- Aaa-aaa!!

Menusi MUPOKO PacKpHIIa Ti1a3a.

[Tocne Toro KakK OHa M37aja CTPaHHBIYA KPUK, ee BEIpBano. KaTasichk mo moiy, mepemnaykaHHOMY
6meBOoTUHOM, Meus MoTepsijia CO3HAHHUE.
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