WHO 0TMOKA/ B BaHHE, CIIPATaB CBOH pr6I/II7I XBOCT, KOTr'Ja €My Ha I'OJIOBY HEOZKHNIAHHO CBAJIXIaCh
IMMOABUBIIASACA U3 HUOTKYyOa KHHUTA.

Bcé IIPOMU30IIJIO HACTOJIBKO IIPUYYAJINBO, 9YTO OH OBIIT Olllapall€ex. Ha aBTOMarte OTKPEIB KHUTY U HE
IIPOJINCTaB eé u OBYX MUHYT, OH YyTh HE IIOTEPAJI COSHAHHUE OT SAPOCTH.

910 OBlNa HU3KOMPOOHAs U MIOKUPYIOIas NCTOPUS, TJIaBHEIMU IrepOsIMA KOTOPOM OKa3aluch OH CaM U
caMblit Monioziol reHepan-manop Umnepuu — HO3 Yxkanb. Ho ucropus 3Ta Oblyia ganeko He U3
IPUSATHEBIX.

B KHUTE «OH» OBIJT JKECTOKUM, MPAYHBEIM U PACYETIMBEIM HHTPUTAHOM, KOTOPHIM pagu
MMIIEPATOPCKOr0 TPOHA Co0Ia3HmMI 001agaBInero orpoMHo# Biaacteio K09 Uxans. Ho, moOuBImmch
CBOET0, OH TYT ke OPOCHUJI TOTO ¥ 3a CIIMHOM CTPOMJI KO3HU. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, XKaxayiui mectu 03
YkaHb HU3BEPT €r0 C TPOHA, 3allep B TEMHOUW KOMHATE ¥ IIOABEPT BCEBO3MOXKHBEIM ITPUHYIUTEIBHBIM
OEeMCTBUSIM...

ITO COBCEM He IMMOXOOUJIO Ha IMPUMUYHYIO KHUTY: CIOXKET IIPUXOOUIIOCE BEIY2KMBATh MEXKIY CTPOK, a
YTO KacaeTCs caMou HUCTOPHH...

Xa, mocTenbHBIE ClleHBI! Bech TEKCT COCTOSIII CIIJIOIIbL U3 IIOCTEIbHEIX ClleH!

WHo cuuTarn, 4To obaflaeT HEBEPOSTHOMN BHIIEPKKOM, pa3 CMOT BEIUJIEHUTH CIOKET U3 OECKOHEUHBIX
«M-M, a-a» U He YMepeTh OT 3JI0CTH.

Ho paxe HeCMOTpS Ha 3TO, IOC/Ie IPOYTEHUSI KHUTY OH IOJIYYHII TSIKeJIEeHIIyI0 ICUX0I0TUYECKYI0
TPaBMy.

CTouI0 eMy 3aKpHITh I'Ta3a XOTh Ha MUT, KaK €My CHUJIMCH KOUIMapHl, TPUYeM KaXK bl OB CBSI3aH C
FO3 YxxkaHeM: TO OH 3amupa’l ero B TEMHHUIE, TO IPUHYXKaas K 61u3octu. B camoMm xyminem cHe MHO
maxke OTIIPaBUIM B TaO0OPATOPUIO M3-3a TOTO, YTO OH PACKPHLT CBOM PHIOUI XBOCT.

Ha cnepnyomui qeHb, C TIXKENBIM CEPALIEM U MaJleHbKOM I'PO30BOM TYYKOW Haf T'OJI0BOM, OH C
VHBIJIBIM BUIOM OTITPABHJICS Ha MBOPIIOBEIN OAHKET.

9Ta TyYKa IOSIBUJIach cama co00¥ HECKOJIbKO JHeH Ha3ajl, KOrga OH HeoObsICHUMEIM 00pa3oM
IIPEBPATHUIICS B pycalia, ¥ Teleph eé HeBO3MOXKHO OBIJIO HU COYTh, HU pa3orHaTh. K c4acThio, BUETH
€€ MOT TOJIbKO OH CaM, TaK 4T0 0c060ro AruckKoMdopTa 3TO He JOCTaBIISIIO.

Ho BoT Ta CTPpaHHAd KHUT'd, CBAJIUBIIIAsACA BU€Pa €My Ha I'OJIOBY...
HpI/I MEICJIH O €€ COmepXKaHUM HAaCTPOEHHNE WHO CTaHOBUIIOCH HEBEIHOCUMO TSIKEJIBIM,

B 6aHKEeTHOM 3aJie, He[aJIeKO OT HEero, HECKOJIbKO O(GHIIEPOB TUXO0 TEPETOBAPUBATINCEH, B UX TOHE
CIIBIIIAJIACE JIETKASI 3aBUCTh:

— Cnormranu? Ha ¢ponTe cHOBa nmobema. Korpma BCE 3aKOHUYUTCS, TeHepasn-Maiop K09, momXKHO OBITh,
BEPHETCH.

— OH B 3TOT pa3s OBl IITaBHOKOMaHAYIOIUM Ha (POHTE, 3HAUUT, TI0CJIe BO3BpalleHHsI ero CHOBa
MOBHICAT? Bcero 27 1eT, a OH yKe caMblid MOJIO[IOM TeHepal-Maiop B uctTopuu Mmmepuu. A 4To
[aJbllle... IePCIeKTUBEl 0e3rpaHUYHEBIE.

— EMy mpocCTO mT0BE3710 POAUTHCS C OTLIOM, KOTOPHIM KOMaHOyeT TpeThbel rpymnnoi apMui. Ero crapt



— 9TO0 PUHULI OIS OPYTUX.
— U c ymaueu moBe3o, KakK pa3 Ha IOfbl YaCTHIX BOWH ViMIepuu npuiiencs.
YcnpiaB uMs «reHepan-manop H0s», MHO MalimHaabHO OCTAHOBUIICS M IIOKOCUJICS HA TOBOPUBIINX.

— T'oBopsT, Ero BennuecTBo X04eT OTIPaBUTh IpuHIila MHO Ha PPOHT, BUAUMO, pagu
OUHACTHYECKOro Opaka.

Te BHe3ammHO MEPEKIIOYUIN TEMY Ha Hero, ¥ MiHO, yCIIBIIIaB 3T0, TUXO 3aCKPUIIE]T 3y0aMu.
— Hasepsnoe, Ero BenuuecTBo x04eT MOPOAHUTHCS C ceMbelt K03, — MPeanosioxus KTo-To.

— He HaCTONIBKO XKe? — APYrov He COTJIaCUJICS U, TI0KadaB I'0JIOBOU, OTBETUI: — ['0BOPST, OH efeT
IIPOCTO KaK IIPEeCTaBUTEIb UMIIEPATOPCKOM CEeMbH C MUCCHEH YTeIleHus.

— KT0 3HaeT? — TOT YeI0BEeK JIUIIbL OTMaxXHYJICS ¥ MIPOOOIXKMUI: — Bugenu CeromgHsIIH0
«MIIepcKyIo yTpeHHIo1o ra3ety»? 1Ipl, Halero koMmauaywoiero F0s yxe mo HeOec mpeBo3HOCAT. A
CKaXKy TakK: BOMHa ellle He 3aKOHYEHa, KTO 3HAET, Y4eM BCE 00epHeTCH. ..

CroepxuBas THeB, IHO B3TJISIHYJI Ha Ta3eTy B PyKax Toro oduiepa.

3aroJI0BOK Ha MepBoii 1mojoce ObT HaOpaH KPYIHBIM HIPUGTOM M 3aHUMAJ IIOYTH IIOJIOBHHY
CTPAHUIIH:

«ITonHas nobega UMIEPCKOH apMuu, 6ecCThHIHbIE 3Beponionu Pemepaliiy U3rHAHHI K MOSCY
aCTepOouO0B BOCHMOM 3BE3[THOU CHCTEMBI!»

IlounTas 3aronoBok, MHO IIOMpPa4vHe. CHYCTH MI'HOBEHHE OH OTBEJI B3I'JIAMN, B €TI0 IIPEKPaCHBIX
3PpavdKaX MEJIbKHYII KaKOU-TO CTpaHHBIﬁ OIrOHEK, 1 HaKOHEIl OH I1oaall I'0JIOC, IIpephiBad UX:

— Cyqs 1o BaIluM cjioBaM, ecjiu OBl Bac OTIPABWIM Ha GPOHT, B OBl IIPOBENIM 3TY KaMIIaHUIO Kyaa
Onectsie, yeM reHepan-manop K03?

Te cTOSIIM K HEMY CIIMHOM, U TIPU 3BYKE €T0 T'0jI0Ca 3aMEeTHO HAIPSAT/IMCh, @ Ha UX JINIaX 0TPa3UIoCh
CMYILIeHHUE.

OmHako, pa3 YK OHM CMOTJIM ITOTACTh Ha OaHKeT BO MBOPEI], UX MPOUCXO0XKIEeHNEe HaBEePHIKa OBITIO He
U3 Xy[IINX, ¥ 60AThCS UM OBbLJIO 0060 HEKOTO.

— Bare BrICOYECTBO, TIIOACIYIINBATE YY2KKE PAa3roBOPEI — 3TO HE... HE3TUYHO...

OpuH 13 HUX 00epHYJICS, HO, He YCIIeB MOTOBOPUTD, 3anHyjcs. OcTanbHble, 006 PHYBIIUCEH CIIET0M,
TOXe 3aMepiu, yBuaes UHO.

[Tepen HUMHU CTOSIJI IOHOIIA B TAPafHOM GeI0-30JI0TOM HMIIEPATOPCKOM KOCTIOME, IPYHob KOTOPOTO
yKpalIlaid 30JI0TEE aKCeTbOAHTHL.

Ero yepThl nuiia ObITM U3LICKAHHBIMY ¥ GJI€IHBIMY, OH OBII IyTraolle KpacuB, HO B3TJISA ero Ka3aics
HelpefcKa3yeMbIM. LIBeT BOIOC, HATOMUHAIOIIKAYM PaCcCHIIaHHOE 30JI0TO — IIOYTH TaKOU XkKe, KaK Y
Ero BenuyecTBa umiiepatTopa — sBHO YKa3bIBaJl Ha €ro BEICOKOE ITpoucxoxaenue. He rosops yxe o
TOM, YTO Ha MaHXKeTax ¥ II0fI0JIe ero OOeXK Akl 30JI0TOM HUTHIO OBIT BHIIUT YHUKAJILHEIN y30D,
pUHaAIeXallui UMIepaTopckoMy poay CKOTTOB.



Ceparia opuIepoB CKaluch. XOTh OHU U He ObIIM 3HAKOMEI C HUM JIMYHO, 110 OJIeXK[e U BO3PACTy
maxe AypakK MOT HOTafaThCs: 9TO U €CTh TOT CaMblii MaJ€HbKUHU MTPHHII, 0 KOTOPOM OHM TOJIBKO YTO
CyHOauuIIn.

Kakoro uepra, pa3Be OH He UTHOPUPOBAJI Bce OaHKeTH? [loyeMy OH IIPUIIET CETOTHS?

X0Ts Yy MalIeHbKOT'0 IIPUHIIa He ObIIO peaslbHOM BJIACTH, HO €CJIM OH IepefacT TO, YTO OHM TOJIBKO YTO
HaroBopuiu, Ero BenuuecTBy u resepain-manopy HOa...

OT 3TOM MBICIM UX TYT K€ MPOIIN0 XOIOOHBIM 0T, U OHU HEPBHO IIPOU3HECIIN:
— Ba... Bame BrICcOUECTBO...
WHo Opocuit Ha HUX B3TJISA M HETOPOIIJIUBO MTPOU3HEC:

— INopcnymmBaTth OeNCTBUTENBHO HEITUYHO. Ho crjleTHUYATh 3a CIIMHOM, KaXXeTcsl, He HaMHOT'0
nyduie? U elife: 3aKo4aTh UMIIEPAaTOPCKOM ceMbe AUHACTUUEeCKue OpaKky Uiy HeT — He BaM
pelars.

HecKonbKOo 4eI0BEK TYT K€ IMOKPBUIACH XOJIOMHBIM II0TOM ¥ IIPUHSINCEH HarepeOoy U3BUHSATHCS.
OpHako MHO pe3Ko CMEHUJ TOH U HEeOXUIAHHO 100aBUI:

— BupoueMm, B ogHOM BHI OBLIM ITPaBhl: BOMHA ellle He OKOHYeHa, KTO 3HaeT, KaKuM OyaeT UTor?
CkazaB 3T0, OH YIBIOHYJICS UM, BOT TOJIbKO y/IHIOKA He MOCTUTJIA eTo IIa3.

Odutiepsl He TOCMENN HAUYET0 BO3Pa3UTh, JIUIIb CTOSITIA U HEJIOBKO CMESITIUCE.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OHU He TOJIbKO 3aBumoBanu K03 YxkaHio, HO 1 00CyKaanu MIPeICTOSIIYI0 TT0E3OKY
MaJIeHbKOT0 IIPUHIIa Ha PPOoHT. KTO 3HAET, He CKPBIBAJICS JIU B CI0BaX MHO TOHKHWI HaMeK Ha HUX
caMmux?

WHo He cTan 6omnblle HUYero roBopuTh. OH 6POCUIT Ha HUX ITyOOKUY B3TJISAM, 3allOMUHAS JIHUIA, U
Pa3BePHYIICS, YTOOH VUTH.

BoamoxHO, Apyrue U He 3HAlT, YeM 3aKOHYUTCA 3Ta BOMHA, HO OH — YK€ He YBEPEH B 3TOM.

B Toii cTpaHHOU KHUTE, YTO CBA/IUIACh €My Ha TOJIOBY BUepa, COmepKanoch HeMaJio OMMCaHWH
Oymymero. OgHAKO, Ha €ro B3TJIsAH, GONBIIMHCTBO 3THX «IIPOPOYECTB» OBIIH 70 a0Cypaa HEJIeIbIMH.

Hampumep, Ta camasi BO¥Ha, 3a KOTOPO# CJIeTUT BCS CTPaHa: XOTs NoHadany Mmnepus Ovlia B
HEBHITOTHOM I10JI0KEHUU, CUTyalusl Hadaja MEeHSThCS, Kak ToinbKo 09 YxkaHs Ha3HAYUIH
TJIaBHOKOMAaHYIOUUM (GPOHTOM.

Ho B KHuUTe OBIJIO HAIIMCAHO: B IIOC/IEIHEM CpakKeHUU apMus MMnepuu rmorepriesa COKpYIIUTEIbHOe
nopaxenue, K03 YkaHb MOTyYUIT TAKEbe PAHEHHUS, CTO THICAY MeXa OblIM YHUYTOXKEHH, UMnepus
IIOTepsiyia AECITKH THICSY IIUJIOTOB U Oblja BHIHYK/eHa ITONTH Ha MUPHEBIE TTIEPETOBOPHI C
depepaluen.

KoneuHo, moHa4any MHO He Bepus B HalucaHHOE, HO, YBUIEB 3ar0JIOBOK Ha IEePBOii 10JI0Ce
«MImepcKor yTpeHHe# ra3eThl», OH IPHIIeN B 3aMeIlaTeIbCTBO.

B To#t caMoii KHUTE, YTO yIIajia Ha HEro BYepa, OH BU/EI TOYb-B-TOYh TAKOM K€ 3ar0JI0BOK — CJIOBO B



CIIOBO.

Benp oTcTynnenue ¢emepanbHBIX BOKCK K MOSICY aCTEPOUAOB IIPOU3OLIIO TOJILKO CETONHS PAHO
yTpoM. Kak KHUTa, TOSBUBILASICS €llle BUepa, MOTJa IIpeficka3aTh CETONHSIIHNE COOBITHS?

Y eme: aBTOp KaKuM-TO 00pa30oM y3Hasl, YTO OH HelaBHO MMPEBPATHUIICS B pycaa.

OH Benb OB Tak ocTopozxkeH! ITocye TOro Kak y Hero IOsSIBUJICS XBOCT, OH TIIATEJIbHO BCE CKPHIBAT —
3TO0 OBIII0 HEBO3MOXKHO Y3HATh KOMY-TO ApyroMy. Ho B KHUTE 3TO COOBITHE OBIIO OMKUCAHO B
MeJIbYaHIuX MogPOOHOCTSIX, TaM Haxe ObUTH OMKUCAHEI CLIEHB! «PhIObero xBocta» ¢ K03 UxkaneM...

YepT (mouTH Kak pacrenue)!

[Tpu opHOM MbIcu 00 3TOM y MIHO OT 'HeBa 3aropesiuch yIiy, a MajleHbKas Irpo30Bas Ty4ka Haf ero
TOJIOBOY CTaJa ellle MpayHee.

Ha camowMm [fierne, eciiu BKIIOYUTE 3APaBblil CMBICT, EMY TPYAHO OBIIO MpefcTaBUTh, YT0OH 09 UxkaHb
— YeJI0BEK HACTOIIbKO XOJIOOHBIY, CAEepKaHHBIM U BCErga HOCAIIMYA MacKy PalliOHaTbHOCTH?
IIpeBpAIIasiCs B IIOCTENIHM B 3BEPSI MJIM «BEUYHBIM OBUTATENIb», KAK OBIJIO HAIlMCAHO B KHUTE...

TOYHO Tak xKe, KaK OH He MOT IMpeacCTaBUTh, YTO CaM CTAaHET MCIIOJIb30BATh BCE€ BO3MOXKHEIE CPENCTBA,
yTOOBI COOJTA3HUTH 9TOTO YEJI0BEKa.

Ho... KaK Torma 06bSICHUTD, YTO YacCTh COOEPKaHUSI KHUTU COBITAfaeT C TEM, YTO IIPOUCXOOUT B
peanbHOCTH?

HpI/I MEICTIH 00 9TUX CloKeTax VIHO HEeBOJIbHO COOPOTHYJICA ¥ BHE3AIIHO HAIIPABUJICA K BBEIXOOY U3
3aja.

B otnuuune oT Tex O(bHL[epOB, OH BOBCe He 00s7ICcs OTIIPDABKH Ha d)pOHT — HAIIPOTHUB, OH XOTEJI
ImoexaTh KaK MOZKHO CKOpee.

Emy He Tepnenoch IPOBEPUTH OAHY Bellb: €CJIU TO, YTO HAIMCAHO B KHUTe, IIPaBa, TO COBCEM CKOPO
apmus MMnepuu notepnut Kpax, K03 Uxanb OymeT TsKeJo paHeH, a OH caM...

Huo FJ'IY6OKO B3OOXHYJI, HE OCMEJINBasiCh HOOYMATh MBICJIb OO KOHIIA.

[TokuHYB 3ajl, OH He yaepKajcs U 00epHYJICS, YTOOH elle pa3 B3TJISHYTh Ha TOJIIY, TOTPYKEHHYIO B
cBeTckue Gecemnl.

B03M0XKHO, TIO[ BIUSIHUEM KHUATH, OH BHE3AIHO MOYYBCTBOBAJI JIETKYI0 TPEBOTY IIOCPENH 3TOM
POCKOLTHOM U 6J1aromoIyYHol aTMoCGhepEL.

OTBens B3TJIAL, OH IIOCMOTPEJT Ha TeJIOXPaHUTEJIS, CTOSIBIIET0 ITI00Aalb, ¥ IIpUKa3al:
— CoeguHu MeHS C TJIaBHBIM 1ITaboM GpoHTA.

JIy 4 OBIT er0 NMUYHBIM TeJIOXPaHUTEJIEeM. Y CIBIIIaB IPpHKa3, OH 3aMsJICS U HepelIUTeIbHO TPOU3HEC:

— Barre BLICOYECTBO, Y BaC HET CIiequaJIbHEIX MIOJTHOMOYHH.

WHO HA MTHOBEHUE 3aMe]p, a 3aTeM CKa3all:



— Torpga coeguHU C OTLIOM-UMIIEPATOPOM.

Jly 4 nocmemHo Habpas BHyTpeHHKY HOMep. Ha TOM KOHIle OTBETHJIH OBICTPO, HO TOJI0C
IpUHaiIexan He UMIIEPaTOpy, a ero THYHOMY CeKpeTapio.

— Bamre BricouectBo, Ero BenuuecTBo cefiuac Ha COBeIl[aHUU, — TOH coOeceqHuKa OBLI BechMa
IIOYTUTEJILHEIM.

ViHO HaXMypPUJI CBOM KpacuBhle OPOBU U MTPOU3HEC:

— IMloxkarmyiicTa, mepemgaunTe OTITY, UTO S COTJIaCeH OTIPaBUTHCS Ha (PPOHT.

CekpeTaps, Ka3anoch, Obu1 yausieH. OH HOMPOCUT «IIOL0XKIATh», & CIYCTSI MTHOBEHUE OTBETHII:

— Ero BenuuecTBO cKa3ai, 4TO yCIIBIIIaN Bac. BoeHHEIH KOpabiib yKe rOTOB, MOKETE OTIIPABIISITHCS
KaK MOXHO CKOpee.

HHO: «...»
BrrxoguT, BH BCE yKe JaBHO IOATOTOBUIIN?

[ToBecus TpyOKy, OH ckoMaHgoBan Jly 4:

— I'oTOBBCS, TETUM Ha mIaHeTy LlaHmaHb.

On OTIIPDABUTCSA HaA (1)pOHT, YTOOBI TMYHO BCTPETUTHCA C KOs YxaHnem u IIPOBEPUTH IIPABOUBOCTD
CIOZKETa.

A 4TO KacaeTcsl TOM BUepalllHel KHUTH — e€ HYXKHO CIPSTaTh MOAablie, YTOOR HUKTO, HU B KOEM
clydae, He yBUET €€, 0COOEHHO Te CaMble TIOCTEIbHbBIE CLIEHEI!
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