BenpoaH IMIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK B €I'0 IT'PYOX PA3ropesiCd XKap, 0 CyIIeCTBOBAHUM KOTOPOI'O OH HaXKe He
II0JO3peEBAll, 1 OH IMTOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK OH IIPEBPATHUJICA B IIJTaM4.

«BernpoaH, ciylait BHUMaTenbHO. {1 He cobupaioch TeOs MoromaTe. 4 WMen B BUAY TO, UTO CKa3all,
JKenasi, 4ToOBI TH poc. f He puBen Te0s ciofia, He 00BABUI ce0s TBOMM HaCTaBHUKOM U He 3a0pain
TebsT TOIBKO IJIg TOTO, YTOOH mepxkKaTh TeOs mox HaOmogeHrneM U o0pectu 6eccMepTue».

Benpoa#n 3akycun ry6y. OH X0Tes 00BUHUTD €T0 BO JIXKH.

Ho korpa on IIOCMOTPEIJI B I'lla34a I/Imapa — TaKHue dpKunue, CJIOBHO IBLIAIOIINY OTOHb, — CTaJio
HEBO3MOZKHO ITOBEPUTH, YTO €TI0 CJI0OBa OBLTH JIOXKBIO.

«Torpma mouyemy? 3aueM THI IPHUBEN MeHS ciofa? Tkl cKa3aJ, YTO Thl OpaT MOEro oTiia — TOT, KTO
IBITAJICS MEHS CheCTh. YTO THI IPUHSJI BOJIIO MOETO OTIa. THI 3HAJ, KTO s!»

«IIpwyuHa, 10 KOTOPO#H 5 Te0s 3HAM....»

HI.T.Iap 3aMOJI4all, HOﬂﬁHpaH cmoBa. OH Konebascst BCETo UL MTHOBEHUE.

OH 3apmaBasicsi BOmpocoM, OBIIO T IPaBUNIbHEIM [1J1s1 besrpoaHa 06epHYTh ITpaBay B JI0Kb pajii CBOUX
STOUCTUYHHIX Llefiel. Pa3MbllieHNe OIUI0Ch HelOMITo.

«4 He Mory Tebe ceifuac cKa3aTb».

«Bot Buguts! THL... 1XeIl! »

«Ho, benpoan».

[Toxka Mmap rosopui, benpoaH yBupgesn, Kak CTpaHHas ajiasi Marudeckas psop nmpobexasa 10 ero
cepauy.

910 OBlna He Ta 0ObIYHAS TOMy00BaTO-0€J1ast Marus, KOTOPYI0 BCeraa UCIoab30Ban Miap u KoTopas
HAIMTOMMHAJIa ero MOAMHUCh.

I/ICHOHBBYH 3HAHHA, KOTOPBEIM €TI0 Hay4HUJI I/Imap, BenpoaH IIOHSAJI, 9TO 3TO 3aKJIMHAHHE.

Wmap npumeHsin Maruio. Ha ce0st.

«KnsaHych, 1 HUKOTra Tebs He mOoryolny. ¥ HUKOMY IpyroMy He II03BOJII0 3TO CHEeIaTh».



«Kak s MOTy B 3TO ITOBEPHUTH?»

«Thl HE 00s13aH MHE BEpUTh, ecu He xouelrs. Ho, BenpoaH, s xo4uy, 4TOOBI THI ITOHSIT: TIOKA TH HE
IOCTUTHEIIb COBEPIIEHHONETHS, 1 Oyly TBOUM Me4oM U IUTOM. f Oyny 3auuiiaTek Te0s, IenesTh
Tebs U Mo0uTL TeOs KaK TBOM HAcTaBHUK. U....»

[Tomo6HO ronocy 6ora, nepemaloiiero 60kKecTBeHHOe ITPOPOUYECTBO, KaXKI0e CII0BO 3areyvaTsieyioch B
Co3HaHuM besnpoaHa ¢ uaeanbHON SICHOCTEHIO.

He mopruyB HU pa3y, Wimap BcTpeTun B3rasag bempoaHa CBOMMHU TOPSIIIAMYU KPACHBIMY TIa3aMHU U
IIPOTOJIKHUTL.

«B TOT meHb, KOTa TH CTaHeIIb B3POC/IBIM U IPeB30MAelIb MeHs II0 CUJle, 5 Tocaxy TeOs Ha BHICIINH
TpoH 9Tou Mnepun Jlydecta. BoT HacTosIasd Ipu4nHa, 10 KOTOPOX g IpuBen Tebs B
UMIIepaTOPCKUM ABopel, benpoan».

< I

Benpoan 3aTaunin geixaHue. ITocie ciioB Mitapa ypoKH IPOIIIOr0 0TO3BAIKCh 9XOM B €TI0 CO3HAHHH,
HY OIHO CJIOBO He OLLIO 3a0BITO.

«BbenpoaH, TH 3Haelb, KaKas caMas BhICOKasl JOIXKHOCTL B UMnepuu JlygecTt?»

«Het». «9T0 UMnepatop u MMnepatpuiia. MMnepaTtop — XKuBOe PO 3TOM OTPOMHOY UMIIEPUH, a
HmMnepaTpuila — napTHepP, KOTOPOMY OH AOJIKEH [OBEPSATh M Ha KOTOPOTO AOJIXKEH IOJI0XKUThCSA. OHU
o0a — BaxkHBIE (QUTYPHI B 3TOM UMNepun». «MMrepaTpulia Tak ke CUiIbHa, Kak Thl, Uimap? 4 nuMelo B
BUMY... €CJIA KTO-TO CUJIEH, MOXKET JIU OH...?» «ECJU THI ClIpallliBaelllb, ejaeT 1 YeJoBeKa
TOOXOMSIITUM TOJIKO CHJIa — HeT. iMmepartpuiia monxkHa ObITh BEIOpaHa MMmepaTopoM».

Vmap HaKJIOHUIICS BIIepeN, U ajlasi Marus Hafl ero cepileM Havasia GopMUPOBaTh GopMy,
pacTeKasichb, CJIOBHO YepHUIIA, CO37laBasi CHMBOJI.

KpacHtie rna3a benpoana Bounucs B 3T0. M 3atem Wiap 3asgBunt:

«Knaryce cBouM ceppueM. Ecnu s Hapylly 3Ty KIATBY, MO€ OBIXaHUE [IPEKPATUTCS, a MO€E TeJIo
HcYe3HeT 0e3 crefa».

[Toka OH TOBOPWII, ajlasi Marus MpeBpaTUIach B CUMBOJI, Pa3IeUBIIHNICS, CJIOBHO py4Yel, Ha [iBe
peku: ofgHa Tekia B cepple Uinapa, gpyras — B cepnue benpoaHna.

BenpoaH MOPTHYIJI, 9YBCTBY{, KaK HE3HAKOMaA/, HO B TO K€ BPEMSA 3HAKOMasi Marud IMeBeJINTCA B €TI0
TeJie, TOJIbKO YTOOBI THXO YCIIOKOHUTBCA. W OH IOHSII — OH TOJIPKO YTO 3aK/IIOYUII MAaru4eCKUM MaKT C



Hmapowm.

«Ax...»

HI.T.Iap He B3sJI MEHA K ceGe, YTOOBI IIOTJIOTUTh.

Ero cepmiie 3abunock OGLICTPeEE.

BenpoaH Tymno ycraBuics Ha Mitapa, KOTOPHIM TIHYICS K HeMY. Pyka Wilapa HeKHO KOCHYJacCh
1eku benpoaHa.

TYK-TyK-TYK-TYK.

Temno, pacmpocTpaHsIoleecs 0T MTPUKOCHOBeHUsT imapa, 6ecripecTaHHO pa3uBaioCh IO BCEMY €ro
TENy.

BenpoaH MOPTHYI ¥ BCTPETHUIICS BITISIOOM C 9TUMHU (HHUOJIETOBEIMU I'Jla3aMu, IPUCTAIBHO HA HETro
cMoTpsImMMU. Y BOPYT ero 0CeHuIO.

Teneps g NOHUMAIO. ..

[Toyemy Murap Bcerma OTHOCHIICS K HEMY MO-T00pOMY, HEKHO yIbIOaICs, KakK ITbIByIiee 00I1aKo,
KacaJiCs ero MATKUMH PYKaMH, BCera rmomaBaj eMy elle OOUH KyCOYeK eMbl, BRITIISIeN TaKuM
MIOBOJILHBIM, OTBEYAs Ha €0 BOIIPOCHL...

Wirap xo4deT cuenaTh MeHsT UMIIepaTPUIles!

Terno, pa3nmuBIIeecs II0 TeIY, 3aCTaBUIIO €ro Cepylle 3a0UThCS ellle CUIIbHEe.

JInno benpoaHa cTano ApKO-KpaCHBIM.

VBUIEB CBOET0 YUYEHHKA B TAKOM COCTOSTHUH, HITap TaCKOBO OTKUHYIT MENOBO-30JI0TUCTEIE BOJIOCH
BenpoaHa, BmaXHbIe OT IIOTa, 3@ X0, CJIOBHO KeJlast II0Ka3aTh, HACKOIBKO OH 6e300Hu/IeH.

Oco3HaHue 3TOTO OBIJIO MOUTH U (POPUUECKUM.

Oco3HaHKe UCKpeHHOCTH Wimapa 3acTaBuio cepie bempoaHa moYyBCTBOBATh, YTO OHO BOT-BOT
pasopseTcsi. OuryieHue ObII0 HACTOJIBKO CHUIBHEIM, YTO KOHUMKH IAJIbIEB ITOKAJBIBAIO. MOPTHYB
CBOMMH aJlbIMHU TTIa3aMu, BelpoaH HaKOHEI 3aTOBOPHIL.



«Korpga 4... CTaHy CHUJIbHEE I/IU.Iapa...»

4 crany uMmneparpuieu Umapa.

Ecnu 651 Miap Mor mpo4yuTaTh MEICTH beipoaHa B TOT MOMEHT, OH Obl 3amaHuKoBas. «Het, HeT, g He
aTo uMern B Bupy! 1 uMmen B BUny, 4To mepefgam TpoH!» OH Okl 00BSICHUI, PAa3bSICHU U YMOJISIT
MCIIPaBUTh HEJOpa3yMeHue.

Ho, K coxanenuio, y I/Imapa He OBIII0 MOOOOHKBIX TeNelaTHYeCKUX CIIOCOOHOCTE.

Ero 3HaMeHUTHIE OCTPhIE HHCTUHKTHI, CTOJIb TOYHBIE C IBOPSTHAMH, 0Ka3aJIiCh COBEPIIEHHO
Oecrone3HsIME ¢ BenmpoaHoM.

BwmecTo sToro I/II.T.Iap IIOCMOTPEII Ha PEIIUTEIEHOE BEIPA2KEHNE JINIa BenpoaHa 1 OIHUO0YHO
HCTOJIKOBAJI €ro KaK CTPEMJIEHNE 3aXBAaTUTh TPOH.

«[Ia. benpoaH, B TOT OeHb, KOTHa Thl MPEB30UOEIIh MEHS....»

4 Heme[nJIeHHO YUY B OTCTaBKy U YUAY Ha IEHCHUIO.

Wimap HaMepeHHO OCTABUJI OMPEMesIeHNe «CUJIbHEeE» PACIITBIBYATHIM, CO3/IaB XUTPYIO JIa3elKy B
Maru4yeckKoM KOHTPAKTe, YTOOHI rapaHTUPOBATh, UTO €I'0 OTCTAaBKEe HUYTO HE [TOMeIIaeT.

OH u He TIOIO3PEBAJI, YTO 3TA JIa3erKa OJHaXKIb 00epHeTCs MPOoTUB Hero. He obparas Ha 9To
BHUMAaHMUS, OH IIPOOOIKUI MITKAM TOHOM.

«JTo Tex mop g Hayuy TeOs BceMy, 4To 3Hat. 4 Oyny 3amumiaTh Tebsi, 49TOOb HUKTO HE CMOT
IPUYUHUTH Tebe Bpeda oo TOT0 OHS, KOTAa TH IpeB3ouaemb MeHs. Tak 4To Teneps, benpoas,
pacckaxu MHe 0 cebe. [0BOpH, YTO XOUEIIb».

B TOT MOMEHT, KOTfia 3TH CJIOBa OOCTUTIIHU €T0, CTpax, TSATOTUBIINN BenpoaHa OO0 CHUX IIOp, pacCTadll,
KakK JIOXKb.

['nsaps B CIIOKOMHBIE (GMOJIETOBHIE T1a3a nepeq co6oi, benpoaH MpUOTKPEHLI T'YOHL.

Ero rpyns pa3mymnack oT aMmonuii. Ero u 6e3 Toro 6eicTpoe cepaledueHre YCKOPUIOCH ellle 00JIbIle,
HapyumB fbixaHue. OH Daxke He 3HaJ, YTO CKa3aTh.

9To OB TEPBHIA Pa3, KOT{a KTO-TO ompocut Benpoata pacckasats o cebe. [IepBrii pa3, Korga KTo-
TO CKa3aJl eMy, YTO OH MOXKET I'OBOPHUTH BCE, UTO 3aX0UeT.



«H-q...»

«He Topomnucse, benpoan».

Chyi 1106pr6 T'Jla3a — Te€ CaMbI€, KOTOPhEIE HE2KHO CMOTPEJIM Ha HEro C TOro JHdA, KakK I/Imap
IIPENJIOZKUII CTAaTh €r0 HaCTaBHUKOM, — IIPHUCMATPHUBAJIN 3d HUM.

Ha mpoTsxkeHuu Bceil CBoel XKU3HU benpoaH HUKOTTa He AyMaJl, YTO KTO-TO 00paTUTCS K HEMY... HE
TOBOPS YK€ 0 TOM, YTOOHI 3aXOTETh CTATh €TI0 TAaPTHEPOM.

W3-3a 3TOT0 OBIIO €I1le TPyIHEee IIOBEPUTh B TO, YTO Celyac IPOUCXOOUT. [I09TOMY OH CIIPOCHII, KaK
OyaTO HykMasCh B TOATBEPKICHUH.

«HWmap... mpaBfa, IpaBAa... Thl He Chelllb MEHs, JaKe KOTfa s BEIPacTy?»

«Hukorpga. {1 HUKorma He moroily Tebs. f HUKOMY IPyroMy He II03BOJII0 3TO CHeIaTh».

«Mory 1u s... MOTY JI¥ 51 IeJlaTh BCE, YTO 3aX04y?»

«Ecnu 9T0 TO, YETr0 THI XOUelllb... Hy, U3BUHMU. [I0Ka 9TO HE BPEOUT TBOEMY TeJly, pa3yMy UK
3MOPOBBI0 — THI MOXKEIIIh fIeJIaTh BCE, UTO MoXKeJaelb. Eciiu Xxouels, s Jaxe caesiaio 3TO ¢ TOOO.
Tak 4TO ecnu Korma-HUOyOb OYIET YTO-TO MOAOOHOE, CKaXKK MHE»,

«Torga s1 MOTy eCTh TO, 4TO X04y? THl He 3ampenb MeHs? Mory 5 MOWTH, Kyda 3ax04y?»

«JTa. Kak s1 u ToBOpuU paHbiue. [Toka 3TO He omacHo A TebsT — MOXKeIllb eCTh, XOOUTh U [eIaTh, YTO
xouelb. Y, BenmpoaH, Kak s MOTY KOrfa-Tubo 3aTOYUTh Te0s?»

9TOT rimy0OKuM, 3ByYHEIN T'0JIOC IPOH3UII IPSIMO B cepalle benmpoana. U mpexne 4eM OH yCIIes 3TO
OCTaHOBUTB, CII0Ba, KOTOPHIE OH JiepaKaJl I0XOPOHEHHBIMH, BHIPBAINCh HAPYXKY.

«Torpga... MHe 00nbIlle He HYKHO 00AThCS B3POCTIeHUs? f cCMOTy CTaTh B3POCIIBIM?»

«[Ta. A xe roBopuin Tebe — s Oyny psgoM u Oyaoy 3amuinaTh Tebs, OKa TH HE BEIPACTEIb>.

Kaxpgrii Bopoc benpoaHna 3acTaBisn rina3a Mimapa HamoMHATLCA IeYarbio.

YBupeB 970, benpoan moyyBcTBOBas 0CTPYio 601k B rpyau. To, Kak Mimap OTKPHEITO MPOSIBUIT CBOIO
m000Bb B 3TOT MOMEHT, 3acTaBmIo benpoaHa 3a0bITh, IOYEMY OH KOTHA-TO CUMTAall, 4To Miap xouet
TIOTJIOTUTE €TO.



«BenpoaH. { meiCTBUTENBHO TOPOXKY TOOOM».

o cux mop xku3Hb bempoaHa Obla XKMU3HBI0 HEMUHYEMOW CMEPTH.

Bce xotenu ero mornotutk. OHU pyraau €ro, CMOTPEIN XXKagHLIMU I'lTa3aMu, 00NMU3bIBAIMCh ITPU
OIOHOI MBICJIN.

[ToaToMy, 110 €T0 MHEHUIO, B3POCIeHNE 03HAYasIo IUIIb TO, YTO €My BRIPBYT CEpAlle, IT0Ka OH ellle
JKUB.

OH mpoxarl, TJISIAs Ha CBoe 4yTh O0jiee BEICOKOE TEeJIO B KJIeTKe, IIOX0XKeH Ha KJIeTKy. [laxke BO BpeMs
emsl OH 00sJICSI MOMEHTA, KOTTa €r0 COXpYT.

Korga-To OH XOTeNI BEPUTh, YTO eCTh HafleXkoa — Haflexkaa, YTO OH CMOXKET BBIPACTH U IPOIOJIKHUTE
JXKWUTh, — HO OTBEPT €e KaK HeCOBITOUHYIO MeUTy.

U BOT mpou3011110 4y[o.

Hrap BeIOpan ero B UMIepaTpulibl. IT0KISAICS 3aUIUINaTh €T0, IT0Ka OH He JOCTUTHET
coBepieHHoneTus. Ckalas eMy, YTO 9TO HOPMaJIbHO — CTaTh B3POCIIBIM.

«Ax... ax...»

OH He 3HAJI, YTO CKa3aTh, UM Jaxe Kak pearupoBaTh. OH YyBCTBOBAJ Ce0s TypaKOM.

HepeHOHHHIOH.IaH BenpoaHa cenyac PadocCThb OblyIa He IOX0XKa HU Ha 4TO, YTO OH KOTJIa-J'II/IGO
HCIIBITBIBAJI DAHBIIIE. OH make He MOT Ha4yaTh IIOHMMATh 3TO.

Hmap xoueT MeHs. [JoOpoTa He OblyTa T0XKbI0 — OHa Oblnla HacTosle#. OH xoueT OBITh CO MHOM. U ...
ecnu 3to Ummap, g 6yay pag aTomy. Tak CUIBHO.

Ecnu 51 cTany cunpHee Miapa... 1 cMory ctaTs ero Mmmneparpunei. Torna OH HUKOTAa MEHS He
Opocur.

BBIpa}KeHI/Ie JIna BenpoaHa Me[JIeHHO Havyajl0o MEHSAThC. YBUIEB 3TO, (bHOHeTOBbIe r'i1a3a I/Imapa
PaCHInpUiiuCh, Kak IIOJIHEIE JTYHHEI.

«bernpoas, THL...»

Hmap He CMOT 3aKOHYUTE.



[ToTomy uTo BenpoaH... yae6ancs.
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