Bce ato Bpems Miap 3Han, 4To benpoaH 4TO-TO TalHO 3aMBIIIIISET.

OH He 3HAJI TOYHO, YTO UMEHHO, HO IIPeATosarai, 4YTo ecnu benpoan Korga-HUOyIb COBEPIIUT
IIOCTYIIOK, PUYKMHA, CKOPee BCEeT0, KPOETCS B MPOIIILIX TPaBMax — INIyO60KO YKOPEHUBIINXCS
CTpaxaxX ¥ BOCIIOMHHAHMSX, OT KOTOPEIX OH HE MOT U30aBUTHCS.

Bot mouemy, npexpe ueMm BouTU B CBaTunuine, Miap nopyyun Actep, KauTaHy JIle, TUXO
IIpACMaTPUBaTh 3a HUM.

Kakum 6v1 xuTpeIM HU 66171 Benpoan, Mimap mpeparmosara, 4To OH IIPOCTO BIISITIAETCS B KaKy0-HUOYIb
IIaJI0CTh, KaK ¥ Npexie, — HU4Yero Cephe3Horo.

Ho ctpax, koTopsiii nutan benpoaH, Ob1 Topa3go riay0dxke u cunbHee, yeM Hirap Korpa-nu6o Mor
cebe IPeICTaBUTh.

«4] HEemoOIIEHUII ero».

Wurap npu3Ha CBOI ounoKy 663 Kakux-1ubo ompaBHaHuil.

OH HUKOTI[Ia He 0XKHUOasl, YTO benpoaH meliCTBUTENIbHO NOMEITaeTCS cOexXaTh U3 IBOPIla — He TOBOPS
yXke 0 TOM, 4TOOBI UCII0JIb30BaTh MIMIIepaTopcKuii MaB30Jieii, rae ObUIN II0XOPOHEHEl UMIIEPATOPHI
Wmnepun JlydecT, B Ka4eCTBe MyTH 0OETa U YKPHITHUS.

«Xaa... xaa...»

[TpepriBUCTOE ABIxaHUE BenpoaHa Kacanocsk yieu Uiiapa.

Manb4uK, He B CHJIaxX 0OJIbIIIe CKPEIBATh CBOM 3MOILIMY, IIPHUCTAJIBHO IIOCMOTPEJI Ha HETO.

Korpga I/Imap YBUOEIL 3THU aJibie I'lla3a, TeIlePhb 3aTyMaHEeHHbBI€ YUCTEIM Y2KaCOM, — T'Jia3d, KOTOPEIE
KOTa-TO TaK APKO CBEPKaAJIK, — €TI0 I'PyOb CXKaJlaCh OT II€YaJIn.

«benpoad...»

Emy 6b1710 607IBHO OT TOTO, UTO OH HE MOT ITOHSITh 3TOT0 pefeHKa.

BenpoaH Bcerga CKphiBajl CBOM UCTUHHBIE YYBCTBA IIOJ MyCTOM MaCKOM.

TobKO KOTIa eMy [JaBajid MaTHi0 UK MOKA3BIBAJIM YTO-TO, YTO BHI3BIBAJIO Y HETO JTHOOOIIBITCTBO, €TO
ryiasa c1abo Mepliany, Kak CONIHEYHEIHM CBET Ha BOJE, HO OH HU pa3y He yIHIOHYICS.



HI.T.Iap 00JIBIIIEe BCETO Ha CBETE XOTeJl YBUIOETH YHBIGKY BenpoaHa. He Padu ero BeIXOOd Ha IMEeHCHIO. A
B IeTCTBE — IIPOCTO YTOOBI YBUOETH, KdK OH CMEETCs, OTKPBITO X YHUCTO, KdK U ITIOJIOZKEHO YEeJIOBEKY
€ro Bo3pacra.

«41 ero BooO111e He 3Hal0. benpoaH, cTogmui nepego MHOW, — 9TO yKe He TOT benpoaH u3
OPUTHUHAJIbHOM UCTOPUU».

Tenepp Himap Obl1 yBEPEH TOJBKO B OHOM:

YTO HCTOUYHHMKOM BCEX HETATUBHLIX SMOLIMH, KOTOPEBI€ UCIIBITEIBAII BenpoaH, OBITT OH CaM.

«Ecmu 65l 51 TONMBKO He Jajl 3TO 3aKnuHaHue Kapiry».

BenpoaH mpoBest MOYTH BCIO CBOIO KU3Hb B 3aJTUTOM KPOBBIO, BOHIOYEH J1Ta00paTOPUU, CBI3aHHBIN
OIIIEMHUKOM, CO3aHHLIM Marueu Wiapa.

Manpuyuk He TOHUMaJ TalHBIX HCKYCCTB, HO OBIJIO SICHO — Kapma, OOJIZKHO 6BITB, IIOHSAJI, YTO Marugd
BenpoaHa WHCTUHKTHUBHO pearupyeT Ha 00J1b U yTpo3y, 1 UCIIOJIB30Ball 3TO, YTOOKI OIIpaBOaTh
CBsA3bBIBaAHUE €TI0 3aKJIIMHAHNEM I/IH.Iapa.

«[Toxanyicra... Hay4u MeHsI».

I'napga ceryac Ha benpoaHa, CKUMAaIOIIET0 B pyKaX OKPOBaBJIEHHBIM OCKOJIOK U MBITAIOIIEr0CS
yoapuTh ero ockonkom, Umap O6v11 yBepeH — Kapiiia He TPOCTO UCIIO/Ib30Bajl MalbulKa B KAYeCTBe
3KCIIePHMEHTA.

Br1mo 4To-TO enge. Yto-To, uTO Hilapy ellle IpeacTosiio PaCKPHITE.

«Yro Tebs Tak myraer?»

OH xoTen 3HaTh. [I0HATh. Y packasiThCs, XOTS ObI HEMHOTO, TIEPEN] €AUHCTBEHHBIM KUBBIM
CBUJIETEJIEM U XKePTBOU CBOEr0 I'pexa.

Ho nocrne ero cnoB y BenpoaHa BEHIPBaloCh HapyKy HaMepeHue YOUTE.

HeHaBuCTb, r1y00KO 3aphITasi 4O CUX IIOP, BCIIBIXHYJIA B 9TUX KPACHHIX Tla3ax, HallpaBIeHHBIX
HCKIIOYHTENbHO Ha Miapa.

KpOBB HEIIPEPEIBHO Kallalla U3 KPEIIKO cXKaTou PYKHu BenpoaHa Ha PUTYaJIbHBIE OO EXKbL I/IU_Iapa,
OKpPalllhBas UX B KpaCHBIfI IBeT.



«Twl TaKOX XKe, Kak oHu, Uirap!»

BemnpoaH, TsXKemo [blllla, CJIOBHO KaXKOBIM BOOX MOT 0OKa3aThCs MAJISI HETO IIOCIIeIHUM, U30THYJICS,
yTOOR CHOBa BOH3UTh OCKOJIOK B MIapa.

Hmap He oTIyCTHIIL.

He 13-3a 310Bemux 06JI0MKOB CTpaka I103afii HEero, a IoTOMY, YTO eCJId OH ceifyac OTIIYCTHUT
BenpoaHa, MalbuMK, OXBaUeHHEIM TAaHUKOM, HaBepPHsIKa HaBpeauT cebe.

«Ckaxu MHe, Ha KOTo0 1 10X0X, benpoan».

On mor AOO0radaThCA: Y4€HbI€, KOTOPhI€ CTAaBUIIX Ha HEM 3KCII€PUMEHTEHI, UJTHA KapU_Ia.

Ho moramok Ovino HegocTaTOYHO. EMy HY2KHO OBIJIO YCIBIIIATE 3TO HAIPSIMYIO.

9TOT BOIIPOC TOJIBKO PA303JINII BenpoaHa. Ero romoc COpBaAJICAd, KOT'la OH 3aKpu4all:

«IToyeMy THI IPUTBOPSELILCS, YTO He 3Haellb?! Thl BeIb TOXKE X0UYEellb XXUTh BEYHO, He Tak au?! Tel
PacTHIIb MeHs TOJBKO IJIST TOTO, YTOOBI IOTOM CHECTh — He JyMal, YTo 5 He 3Haw!»

«...I»

I'ma3a Mmapa pacumpunuck. OH efiBa MOT MTOHSTh, YTO TOJBKO YTO YCIIBIIIAT.

[TouyyBcTBOBAB JIeTKoe KojebaHue B xBaTke Miapa, bempoaH 3akpudan rpoMye, ero rojioc OB
XPHUIUIEIM ¥ HaJIOMJIEHHEIM:

«THI BEIPACTHIIL MEHS IO B3POCJIOTO BO3PACTA, a IIOTOM BEIPBEIIlb MOe Cepflle U Chelllb ero! ITpsiMo
KaK Moii otell ¥ MaTh! THI BCerga ciieuIlnb 3a MHOM, KOPMHUIIL MEHS, Befelb cebs mo-gobpomy —
IIOTOMY 4TO 1 OyIy BKYCHBIM, KOTIa BEIPACTy!»

CrnoBa, KoTopkle HIap HUKOTIa He MOT ce0e IpeCTaBUTh, 9XOM Pa3HEeC/IMCh 110 MaB30JIelo.

Yucreiimas ckopOb B ronioce benpoaHa He ocTaBiisiza MeCTa COMHEHUSIM — Bce ObLIIO T10-
HaCTOSIIIEMY.

XBaTka Himapa ocna6ma. OCKOJIOK, KOTOPHIM TTAapPHIT Y €T0 XKUBOTA, TeTIepPhb BIUIICS B HETO.

BenpoaH 3aCTHII B IIIOKE OT TOTO, YTO OH chesast. Ero rirasa paclIupuiInch, ObIXaHUe IIePexBaTHIIO,



KOrga OH YCTaBHJICA Ha KPaCHOE IIATHO, PacCIlJIbIBaloIIeecs 110 0eol MaHTUH I/Imapa.

OCKOIoK BBICKOJIB3HYII U3 €r0 IIaJIbIIEB.

HWuap He yyBcTBOBa Oomu. OH maxe He JyMall 0 TOM, 9YTOOH 3a7IeYuTh paHy. Ero pa3yMm TOHYI B
cnoBax BenpoaHa.

«f? Crects Benpoana? Kapima u ero MaTh-IpaKOH... BHIPACTUIN €T0, YTOOH CheCTh?»

B sTOoT MOMEHT Pa3pPO3HEHHBIE BOCIIOMUHAHUA HAa4YdJId CKJIQOBIBATECA BOEHWHO, KaK KyCOYKH IIad3Jia.

«Hmrap, Te X0Ten Obl MOOUTHCS TOr'0, YETO HE CMOT OTEeI], — BMECTE CO MHOM ?»

«$1 3HaI0, YTO TH HE X0Yellb BOWHKL. UM 51 He Xx04y, YTOOBI YeJI0BEeYECTBO 3aBUCEJI0 OT 60roB. ECu ThI
OJIOJIXKUIIIh MHE CBOW 3HAHUS U CUITY, S TTOMEIIOCH TEM, UTO TOTOBUJ OYeHb, OUYEHb [IOIT0».

Cnosa Kapima, ckazanHble menotoM Yinapy B CIUHY B TOT JeHb, KOTTa OH OTPEKCS OT TPOHA U
oTpasuics B bamHio Maros.

«Bare BennuecTBo, KaK Bbl YMCTHL. MO¥M KOpPOJIb ¥ rocnoauH, nopa Kapirra, npubau3uiics K rpaHu
6eccMepTus cnocobamu, HeBOOOPA3UMBIMU J1S1 YeloBedecTBa. Eciu OBl TOBKO ¥ HETO OBIIO elre
ISTh JIET... XOTS ObI lecsiTh. Mbl Obl Tpeycnenu. AX, YBHL... f{ BCETO NUIIIb YETIOBEK....»

[TpemcmepTHEBIE cioBa Ceien, BO3/MI00IEHHOM U COpaTHUIIL Kapima, mepeq ee Ka3HbI0.

-

«3JTOro HEeT B poMaHe, HO y IIOJIyIpaKOHOB eCTh YHUKaIbHas yepTa. Tebe Obl 3TO He IOHPABUJIIOCH,
CyHMuH. f ToXe He IHUCaJl ee MOHOCTHIO, TOIbKO HAMEKHYI...»

Crnosa IO YoHBOH, aBTOpa OpUTHHAaa.

Torpa Mmap oTMaxHyJsics OT MOAOOHEIX Belllel.

Ho Temeph OHM BEPHYIHUCH C yKaCaloUeH SCHOCTHIO, COPMUPOBAB eUHYI0, YOUNCTBEHHYIO UCTHUHY.

«Kapima... co3man Tebsi, YTOOH MOTIOTUTEL Tebs1, YTOOH 0OpecTu GeccmepTue...?»

I[Toka oH rosopu’, 60k IPOH3aja ero XUBOT, HO OH He MOT 3aCTaBUTh ce0s UCLEeNUTh ee UK
oTIyCcTUTh benpoana.



OH MHCTUHKTUBHO IIPOTAHYIJI PYKY, KOT'Id MaJIbYHK OTCTYIIMJI Ha3a[d, HO HE CMOTI' JOTAHYTBECSA OO HETO.

[ToToMy 4TO OTBET Ha €ro BOIIpocC ORI ICHO HaIKCaH Ha Julle benpoaHa.

«Kapia 00befuHII YCUTIUS C IpaKOHOM, YTOORI UccienoBaTh OeccMepTre. A CKpHITasl yepTa
TIOJTyOIPAKOHOB... B TOM, YTO UX CEPAIla MOTYT AapOBaTh BEUHYIO XKU3Hb».

HmeHnHO 9Ty 06cTaHOBKY CyHMUH HeHaBHUE]L.

Haxe KO YoHBOH He x0Teja mucaTh 06 3TOM OTKPHITO.

A oIerHUK, KOTOPHIM HOCUNT BenpoaH, OB chelaH ¢ MOMOIIbI0 Maruu Hiapa.

Kaxxmplit pa3, KOTa OH TOBOPUJI Bepoany «II0B3pOCIIeTh», JIUIO0 MaJlbYiKa HAMpSTanoCh UK
MpayHeso.

Teneps Mimap nmo#sn.

«BbenpoaH gyMarn, 4To s BeIpAlMBalo0 ero Kak efqy. YTo Hallla CBSI3b KaK YUUTENId ¥ YIYeHHUKa Oblia
JIOBYIIKOM, YTOOHI IEepKATh €r0 PSIOOM, ITOKa I He CMOT'Y €T0 CheCTh».

XoTsa I/Imap HCKPEHHE HAaCllaXKOaJICAd BpeMeHeEM, IIPOBEJEHHEIM BMECTE...

[Toxa oH Habioman, Kak benpoaH pacTeT ¢ MOMOIIBIO0 CBOEW Maruy, OH YyBCTBOBAJ FOPHOCTb...

ManbyuK KaXayi MUHYTY YIRIOAJICS BHEIHE, CKPEIBAs IIPH 3TOM CBOIO YBEPEHHOCTh B TOM, UTO €T0
OTKapMJIMBAIOT Ha YOOH.

Bot IMO4YeMY OH IIOIIBITAJICA cOexaThb B TOT MOMEHT, KOIr'Ja I/Imap BOIIIEI B CBHTI/IHI/IH_[e.

H0qemy OH CTall HpI/I‘{I/IHOﬁ CTOJIBKUX «HECYACTHRIX CIIy4a€eB».

[Touemy oH oOcremoBa KaxK Akl yroj, B30Upacs Ha KPHIIIXA, UCKaJ CIPSITAHHbIE COKPOBHUIIA —
IIPOCTO IIHITASICh BBIXKHUTE.

«Ax...»

Bcmneino BoclioMUHaHKE U3 OEeTCTBRA.



HI.T.Iap TO2XKe KHJI B CTpaXe CMEPTHU KaXKObIl OeHb B JeTcTBe. OH MOT IIOHSTH YZXKacC BenpoaHa.

SMoIuH, KOTODEI€ OH IIOOABJIAJI C MOMEHTa BOCX0XKIOEHUS Ha IIPECTOJI, TEIIePh BEIPBAJIMCh HAPYXKY.

«Her...»

On OIIYyCTHJICA Ha KOJIEHHU, BCTPETUBIINCH B3rIgaAOM CO CBOMM YYEHHUKOM.

BenpoaH, KOTOprﬁ IIATHIICA Ha3a[d, 3aMep, YBUOEB II€PEMEHY B BEIPA2KEHUH JINIId I/Imapa.

BoxkecTBeHHas ¢purypa, KOTOPYIO OH BCcerpa Bumesa HeOeCHOro 1BeTa — 0e3MITeXKHYIO,
00KeCTBEHHYI0 — Teleph BHITJIsAmena 6efHOM, KaK Ipu3pak, CJIOBHO OHa BOT-BOT pacIljladueTcs.

Ero ¢uoneroBrie rina3a 6biiu 06BemeHbl KpacHEIM. Ero Koxa Oblyta 6e10i, KakK KOCTb, a TyOh
IPOXKaJu.

KpOBB IIpOoOoJIZKajia Te4Yb U3 €ro XKMBOTa, sAPKad U TeIlljlasd, COGI/IpaHCb Y KOJI€H, CJIOBHO
paCl'[y'CTI/IBH.II/II;ICH IIBETOK.

«benpoan».

Ero romoc — o0BIYHO HEITOKOIEeOUMEIA ¥ TBEPMBIH, BCETHA MOIHBIN Tela — Temnephb ObUT XPYIKUM 1
CKOPOHEIM.

Kak kT0-TO, OpoIieHHEbI B HOYU 0e3 3Be3[, 6e3 nyHHOro cBeTa. OfUH B TUIIKHE.
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