EnBa oH ycnen nepeBecTH AeixaHue, Kak fdHb JIuH BhIIIa. OH MOCIEIIHO 3aTSHY BEPXHIOW OeXKY,
BAPYT 3Ta JeByILIKa MoTpeOyeT, YTOOH OH KEHUJICS Ha Heu?

«OM, TIOCTOM, eCIIA TaK, TO, MOXKET, Y HEro OymeT KeHa?»
Auw JIUH cierka noKJIOHUIIAC.

— T'ocioguu Baiinu, g 3Hat0, 4YTO BH He TIOBEPHUIIK MHE BU€Pa, HO ITIOCKOJIbKY BEI CIIACJIK MHE KU3HB,
sl He MorJia OBl IIPUYUHUTE BaM BPE].

Omna BHITISIENA KATKO, OIIyCTHUB I'OJIOBY 1 HAaXMYPHUB 6p0BI/I, CJIOBHO TIOJIHas 3a00T.

— l'ocnoxka fHb, mefio He B TOM, 4YTO S BaM He Bepio. Buepa s yxke roBopu, uto 6paT HYaoioaHb OBIIT
CO MHOM BCE 3TO BpeMs, U s BepI0 TOJIbKO MOKa3aTeIbCTBAM.

M3-3a cBOeU 0fIeKIbl OH CTOSIJT K He¥M CIIMHOM, JINIIh U3PEegKa M0BOPAYUBaAsCh, YTOOR OTBETUTD, HO
3TO OBLIIO YTOMUTEIBHO!

— IToka3aTenbCTBa... — rojioc AHb JIMH CTAaHOBUIICS BCE THIIE, U K TOMY MOMEHTY, Korfa baimu
CrloHb ITOTEPSII CO3HAHUE, OH efiBa pa3obpan eé cinoBa. — [Ipoctute, rocriogus bainmy.

OH oyHyICS OT X07ofia. Bokpyr Obiyia ThMa, ¥ baiinu CioHb MPeNnoIoKui, YTO 3TO IIOABaIl.

B TpynHBlE BpeMeHa OH YacCTO MOT II03BOJIUTL cebe CHSTh TOJIBKO MOMIBaIbHOE KHUJbE. XOTh OHO OBIIO
CHIPBEIM ¥ XOJIOMHBIM, IleHa Orlia nmpuemiieMoii. Kpome Toro, «1oM» OB BCETO JIUIIbL MECTOM IS
OTOBIXA, Be[b Ha CIEAYIOIIKY NeHb eMYy CHOBA ITPUXOOUIIOCH OOPOTHCS C TAKETION U CKYYHOU KU3HBIO.

Temeps ke, 0OKa3aBIINUCH B IIOJBaJie, OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJI YTO-TO 3HAKOMOE B 3TOM CHIPOM 3allaxe.
KoneuHo, eciu He CYUTATh TOT'0, UYTO OH CHOBA OLLI CBsI3aH.

«Yepr Bo3bMu! Pa3Be g He rmaBHBIM repoil? Pa3Be riiaBHOTO reposi MOTYT IIOCTOSTHHO TIPeCyieioBaTh U
IIOXUINATh?»

K cuacThbio, HOTM OBLTM CBOOOIHBI, ¥ OH IIOIIBITAJICS BCTATh, XOTS 9TO OTpeboBaso ycunuit. Onupasich
Ha CTEHY, OH BCE XKe MOMHSJICS, HO BOKPYT ObLI0 CIUIIKOM TeMHO! Baiinu CioHb HUYEro He BU[IE]I, HO
BMaJ¥, Ka3ayiock, ObUI CBET. B mo00M ciiydyae, CBET — 3TO TO, UTO JIIOAY UHCTUHKTHUBHO CTPEMSTCS
HAWUTH.

Ho oH cpemnan nuiib HECKOIBKO IIaroB, KaK HAaTKHYJICS Ha NPENSATCTBUE — JePEBSIHHYI0 PEIIETKY.

M3-3a TEMHOTHI OH He 3aMeTUII €€, II03TOMY YIapUJICS C TPOMKUM CTYKOM, OTYEro IIJIeY0 CUIILHO
3a00meno0. OTOT IMIyM NPUBJIEK YbE-TO BHUMaHUeE, ¥ baiinu CI0Hb yCIBITIAN I1ard, HO He MOT
pasriIsifeTs, KTO 3TO.

— locnioguu Baiinu, B MPOCHYNIHUCH? — 3TO OBLI rojioc AHE JIuH.
bainu CioHb, HAIPOTHUB, COXPAHSI CIIOKOUCTBHE.

— l'ocmioxka f1HB, He coOMpaeTeCh JIK B JaTh MHE 00BbsSICHEHUE?
— Her.

Ox. [IeBy1lKa, TH HEe UTpaelIs 10 Ipasuiam!



Anw JIve npoponKua:

— OpHAKO Ha 3TOT pas3 s 3[IeCh, YUTOOHI BLIBECTH BacC. KTO-TO X04YET BCTPETUTLCS C BAMH, TIO3TOMY
IMPHUIIIOCH TOUTH Ha TaKWe MEPHL... 3TO OBIII0 HEOOX0OUMO.

— Ho Moé TexkyIee monoxeHre He TOKa3blBaeT HUKAKKUX IPU3HAKOB J00poii Bou. Brl maxke He
CIIPOCHUJIM MO€TO0 COTJIacusl, TaK KaK MOXeTe YTBepXKaaTh 3T0?

OH He BUTEN BEIpaxKeHUs nmuila dHb JIMH, HO OHA MOJTYasia. B yIrax pa3mancst CKPUIT OTKPIBAIOIIENCSI
IBEPH, @ 3aTeM KTO-TO CXBATHJI €T0 3a PYKY. [I0 MATKOCTH PYKHU OH ITOHSIJ, YTO 9TO AHb JIuH, u
YCIIBIIIAI €€ CIIOoBa:

— 4 HUKOTr[Oa He X0Tena IIPUYHUHUTL BaM BPE.

Baiinu CroHB yCMexHYIICS, HO Oombille He ToBOpuiI. [laxke ecnu OBl OH CKa3ajl YTO-TO Pe3KOoe, 4TO Obl
ato u3MeHuno? K Tomy xke oH He J1I0OUIT HOCTABNATh HEYNOOCTBa feBymiKaM. [To mpaBae roBopsi, AHb
JIvu Oblna BEXKJIMBOM M MUJIOH, U ecNiid OBl He CETOOHSALIHUN MHIUAEHT, BO3MOXKHO, Y HUX OBl YTO-TO
3aBg3aJ10Ch, BeJb OHa Obllla UMEHHO €0 TUIIOM.

OHu 1K [OJITO, HO BCE eIIé He BBIIIIKA U3 TYHHEJIsA, XOTA CBET IIOCTEIIEHHO CTaHOBUIICA APYeE. Ero
IIOMECTHIIX B CaMOM KOHII€, B CAaMOM MPa4YHOM MeECTeE.

— l'ocoxka fHb, MENCTBUTENIBHO U BBl TOCTPAJAJIA B IOMECThe fHb, UK XKe BCE 3TO OBIIO
CIJIaHUPOBAHO?

— l'ocmopuu Baiinu, BaM nydile He 3HaTh, — AHb JIUH 3aKonebanach, HO 3aTeM nobaBuia. — Ecnu
OBl MBI BCTPETHUIMCH B IPYTOM MecTe, BO3MOXKHO, BCE ObIII0 OBl MHAYeE.

— Ecnu GBI BB OTITYCTUIIA MEHST cefiyac, BO3MOXKHO, BCE Toxe OblyIo ObI MHaYe, — fJaxke C
CBSI3aHHBIMU PYKaMH U He 3Has, TOe OH HaxomuTcs, bainu CoHb COXPaHSI XJTagfHOKPOBHE.

Bo3moxHO, monras CKy4Has KU3Hb COeJlana ero TaKuM.
fupb JIuH cxkaja ry6wl, HO OHM HaKOHeIl Jo6panuch M0 KOHIa TYHHETI.

Baiinu CioHb HAaKOHEIl YBUIEI CBET, er0 Ia3a CjierKa IPUINYPUINCh, TaK KaK OHU He MPUBHIKIIMA K
SIPKOCTH.

— [loxarnyiicTa, IPpUKpPOIiTE MHE CBET, 3TO BPEOHO [JIA I'Jla3, — Telepb, KOraa OH 3Hasl, 4To fAHb JIuH
He OblJIa TOM IIOCTpafaBIIel NEeBYIIKOM U3 TOMECThsI f1Hb, OH TOBOPUII O0Jiee CBOOOIHO.

fup JIuH MOKpacHesa, HO BCE XKe MOOHsIIa PYKY, YTOOHI IIPUKPHITH MY CBET.

OHY IIPOLIIK TT0 KOPUAOPY, HE CIUIIKOM IJIMHHOMY, HO f1Hb JIMH BCE 3TO BpeMs fepxKaja PyKy
TIOOHSTOM, CJIOBHO HE YYBCTBYS YCTAIOCTH.

Haxkone1 oHUM BOLIIK B KOMHATY, ¥ OHa, KaXkeTCs, C HEOXOTOM OMyCTHUIa PYKY.
Batinu CioHB yNIBIOHYJICS.
— brnaropmapio Bac, rocrmoxa.

— TI'oconuH, BHL...



— JlaBHO CHBIINIAN 0 TocoguHe bainu, u ceromgHs, yBUOEB Bac, YOEOUIICS, YTO BHl HEOOBIKHOBEHHBIMH
YeJoBeK.

E€é cnoBa ObLIM IIPEPBAHB MYKYHUHOM, KOTOPHIHM TOBOPUIT 3aTafloYHO M HOCHUJI MAcCKY, YTO SIBHO
BBIIABAJIO B HEM 3/10med!

Batinu CioHb ORICTPO cooOpazkaj, NeITasiCh BCHOMHUTE UM 37104 U3 POMaHa, HO HU4Yero He
IIPUXOOUIIO Ha yM!

Ax! OH nepeyuTHIBaJI KHUTY TPH pas3a, HO IIOMHHUJ TOJIBKO, KaK BI00saics B Illumest, U 9To cedyac
OBL10 Oecrose3Ho!

Batinu CioHb cOoemnast BUfI, YTO YabI0aeTcs.

— [Touemy OB BaM He CHSITh MacCKy, YTOOBI 1 MOT YBUAETh, 3HAKOMEI JIX MBI?

— Her.

Ox. [ToueMy 3TOT 3710fi€ TOXKE He UrpaeT I10 IpaBuiam?!

Yenosek B Macke mpuOnu3uics K bainmu CioHio.

— locnioguu Baiinu, BH BRITJISIAUTE COBEPIIEHHO OOLIYHBEIM, TAK ITOYEMY K€ UMEHHO BHI?

OH rosopu Kak 6ynTo cropammsai bainu CioHS, HO Takke Kak OygTo 3amaBa BOIPOC caMoMy cebe.
B ero ronoce 6bl1 HEIOYMeHNE U HEHABUCTb.

HewnsBecTHO OTKyza OH moCTajl KUHXKaJl.

— Jlepxkure ero.

Baiinu CroHb MHCTUHKTUBHO OTCTYNUJI, HO fAHb JIUH CcXBaTHUIIa €ro.
— T'ocmoxka, B AEWCTBUTENBHO... OECIIOMIaIHEI.

Pyka fup JIuH pporuyna, u 9TuM MoMeHTOM Baiinu CioHb IOMBITANICS BOCIIOIb30BATHCS, UTOOH
0CBOOOOUTHLCS, HO IOYYBCTBOBAJ HEJTaIHOE — €0 BHYTPEHHSS CHUjla Hadajla yTeKaTh.

A fHp JIuH nuine Ha MTHOBEHME OPOTHYJIa, ¥ OH YIIYCTUII IIaHC.

YenoBek B MacKe MPUONMU3UIICS, C YIBIOKOM, KOTOPYIO HEBO3MOXKHO OBIJIO CKPHITh.
— OTH BEPEBKU CHeNlaHHl Cllel[uanbHO A7g Bac. He TpaThTe CUIIHI 3p4.

«Yépt Bo3bMH, crtacubo Tebe Honbioe!»

fub JIuH, XOTh ¥ BBEITJISIIEIa MaJIeHbKOM, OblIa HEBEPOSITHO CUIbHOM. bainu CIoHb He MOT
TIOILIEBETUTELCS, JIUIIb €T0 POT OCTABAJICS CBOOOTHEIM.

— Bl 3a6aBHBIN Ye0BEK, HACTOJIBKO TPYCIUBEIM, YTO HE ITOKA3hIBAETE CBOE JIUIIO, ¥ TI03BOJIIETE
[IeBYIIKEe COEPKUBaTh MeHs. Pa3Be 3T0 fenaeT BaC MyKYMHOU?

OTH CJ10Ba SBHO Pa303JIUJIU YeJloBeKa B MacKe. Ero pyka He OCTaHaB/IMBaJIach, flaxke YCKOPSACE.
CseT OT n1e3BUs OTpaXxaics Ha ero nune, 1 bainu CloHb Ha MTHOBEHUE ITOAyMaJl, YTO OH YMpET.



On 3aKPHIJI I'JIa34d, OXKHUOasAa CMEPTHU, HO BCE IIPOM30IIJIO HE TAK, KaK OH OXKHUOajl. C KPHUKOM 6o
4YeJIOBEK B MaCKe yIIaJl Ha 3eMIIIO.

IIBepb C TPOXOTOM OTKPHIIACh, ¥ BOIIEN Banb YaowaHsb.
9T0 GBI YEI0BEK, KOTOPHIH CITac ero BO BTOPOH Pa3, ¥ TOT, KTO [jaBajl eMy YyBCTBO CIIOKONCTBHS.

YenoBek B MacKe, II0X0XKe, He OBIJT TAKMM YK CHJIbHBIM, a BOT fIHb JIMH BCTyNMIa B CXBaTKy ¢ BaHb
YaorwaHeM, HO ¥ OHa He MOTJIa C HAUM CIIPaBUTHCS.

Teneps, korma baiinu CioHS HUKTO He fiepaJl, OH, laXKe CO CBSI3aHHBIMU pPyKaMH, CMOT
MCII0JTb30BaTh HOTH, YTOOR! yOepKaTh YeJloBeKa B MacKe, He HaBasi eMy y6exKaTk.

YenoBeK B MacCKe IIBITAJICA OTOMBATHCS, HO Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO TIOMBITOK yIIal Ha 3eMJIIO.
Baiinu CioHb y2Ke Hadasl pafioBaThCs, Kak BOAPYTr BaHb YaowaHb KPUKHYIL:
— OcTopoxHO!

Ho 6ricTpee ero cioB ObIIN IeNCTBUS. 3a HOJI0 CEeKYHIH OH OKa3ascs mepen bainu CioHeM, U B
BO3[yXe pa3/ieTesiCsd HeU3BECTHBIN MOPOIIOK. baunu CrOHIO IPUKPHIIA POT ¥ HOC, HO OH XOTEeJI
3aumTUTh BaHb YaowoaHs, O0HAKO ero pyKy OBLIM CBSI3aHHI.

— He... — YenoBek B MacKe Ka3aJCs IIONO3PUTENILHEIM, a IIOPOIIOK, KOTOPHIK OH BEIOPOCHII, SIBHO
on11 Hebe3omaceH. Ho ero cioBa He ycrenu nIpo3By4aTh, Kak BaHb YaoioaHb KPENKO IIpHKaJ ero POT
¥ HOC, He TI03BOJISIS MIBIIM IPOHUKHYTH BHYTPb.

[Tpo1ino Hen3BEeCTHO CKONIBKO BPEMEHU, IIPEXKAe YeM MbIIb 0cena, U Banb YaoiwaHb HaKOHEI]
ornyctun ero. Ho bainu CioHb TOYYBCTBOBaJI, YTO JafoHb Banbs YaoioaHs Oblla ropsgdee, 4eM
00BIYHO.

OH oxupas, 4To 4eJI0BEK B Macke yOeKUT, HO KOTAa IIbLJIb paccesisiach, TOT BCE €II€ CUAeN Ha MOy,
cMmoTps Ha Banps Yaowans ¢ HegoyMeHueM. [laxe AHb JIMH BRITISOeNa MIOKAPOBAaHHOM.
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