— 41, Bam Mimapmui 6paT, He IPU3HAIO 3TOT0, — TBEPMO ITPOKU3HEC OH.
VimMnepaTop KUBHYII, CXBATUJI KYPUJIBHULLY, JIEKaBILIyI0 Y U3TOJIOBbS, U C CUJIOU IIBEIPHYJTI €€ B Hero!
Bam!

Kypunbaulia ynapuiach y HOT KHA34 JIM, KprIIKa oTcKo4uiia. KHsA3b JIu pe3Ko MOgHAI PYKY,
IIPUKPLIBASCH OT JIUIA, U OTIPSHY Ha3ag,.

YknoHuncs.

— Bpart-umnepaTop, — C IPOXKbIO B I'0JIOCE IPOU3HEC OH, IMISIASA Ha UMIlepaTopa. — BHL... Bl XOTUTE
yOUTb MEHS?

B xoMHaTe moBuca TULIKHA.

HMnepaTop 3aKphLI IJ1a3a, ero rpynb TsXKeJlo B3ObIMaslach.
— Bpat-umnepartop! — cHOBa KPpUKHYJI KHA3L JIu.

— Tsl MOM popHOM OpaT, — CcKa3asl UMIIEPaTOoP.

— Tol He pa3 ¥ He ABa IPOTUBOCTOSI HACIefHOMY NIPUHITY, U S 3aKphIBaJl Ha 3TO I/1a3a. Tkl
3710yIIOTPEO IS BIACThIO, U 51 He oOpalllan BHUMaHusA. Ho Kak Thl MOT HOWTH [0 TOTO, YTOORI
OpraHM30BaTh YOUNCTBO TeHepasia U MOMBITAaThCS 3aXBAaTUTh TPOH?! — I'HEBHO BOCKJIMKHYII
uMIlepaTop. — YOuicTBo BepHOTo ciyru! ITombITKa 3axBaTa BinacTu! YTo elre TH ITOCMeellb
coenarn?!

B KoMHaTe pa3pasncs rPOMKHY 3BYK, KaK OYITO YTO-TO TSKEJI0€ yIasio Ha IOJl.
Jltomu, CTOSIBIIKE 3a [ABEPBIO, B3APOTHYIIH.
WmnepaTpuila, He IpUBJIeKas BHUMaHUS, 3arIsHyIa B IIeJb TBEPH.

YsH KOHB, 3aKOHYUB IepeBA3bIBATh PAHBI, TUXO0 BCTAJla PAOOM C I/IMHepanI/ILIeI;I. Wx B3rnsmH edBa
3aMEeTHO BCTPETUJIUCE U TYT 2K€ PA30IIINCE.

JIn I'OaHBKy’HB CTOSLJI CIIMHOH K OBEPH, OIIyCTUB PYKHU. YcariaB 3BYKH U3HYTPH, OH ITOYYBCTBOBAII,
KakK cepAalie ero 3aMepiio.

<<I/IMr1epaT0p XKpOeT HaCJllegHOr o IIPpHHIIa», — IIoAgyMaJl OH.

HOSTOMY, Jaxe eCJlii UMIIeEPaTOpP U B APOCTH, OH HE OCMEJIUTCA IelCTBOBATh OIIPOMETYHBO, TaK KaK
HMMIIEpPAaTOpPCKas I'Bapaonsd BMECTE C OXpaHOfI Pe3ngeHuy roCygapeBa TeCTd BeI€XaJIk 3a I'opo[
BCTPEYATh HACJIEOHOI'O IIPHHIIA, U OBOPEI] OIIyCTEII.

VIMeHHO 1T03TOMY MUMIIEPATOP TOJILKO 3alaeT BOIIPOCH], HO HE OOBUHSET.
Ho Kak TOIBKO HaCJe[HbIH MPUHI] BEPHETCS...
JIu FOaHBbKYHb KPEIKOo CXKaJjl KyJIaKHu.

IaxKe ecyy MOMBITKA KHA35 JIM 3aXBaTUTh TPOH IIPOBAJIUTCS, U OH IIEPETIOKUT BUHY Ha
MMIIepaTpUIly, KMIIEpaTop, IIOBEPUB €TI0 CJI0BaM, MOXKET He HaKa3aTh ero u3-3a 6paTCKUX YyBCTB.



Ho dakT octaetrcs dhakToM: 0H yOUI reHepania.

[Tpu gBOpE BCe MOTYT OHITh U3MEHHUKAMM, HO TOIBKO He TeHepal, u yX TeM 06ojee OH He MOT
CTOBOPHUTHLCS C UMIIEPATPUIIEH.

Kak OBl HU IIBEITAIHCh OIIPpaBOATh UJIA OKJIEBETATH €0, UMIIEPATOP HUKOIrOa HE YCOMHHUTCSA B 3TOM.

HMx 6paTcKas cBS3b ObllIa HACTOJIBKO CUJIbHA, YTO 3TO BUOHO 110 TOMY, KaK UMIIEpaTOp HOBEPHUI eMY
BOCIIUTAHME CBOETO IEepPBEeHIIa.

Ilaxe ecnu BPEMEHHO yoaCTCsa OTTAHYTH BpeMsi, UMIIEPATOD, 00s1Ch OCyXKIOeHUsd, HEe OCMEJINTCS
HeMe[JIEHHO HaKa3aTh €TI0, HO 3TO JEJI0O HE BEIJEP2KUT TITATEJIbHOTI'O PAaCCIeJOBaHusA, U IIpaBOad
00s13aTeJIbHO PaCKpoOeTCA. 9710 He OJOJITOCPOYHOE pPEIIEeHNne.

Kusa3se JIn yIial Ha KOJIEHHU, YTKHYBIIIKUCH TOJIOBOM B IIOJI.

Ynpeku uMIiepaTopa JIUILUIN €TI0 AyXa, HO OTCYTCTBUE HEMENJIEHHOTO HaKa3aHUs [IaBajio eMy
crmabyio Haflexkay.

OH TyT Xe 3amnakan:

— Bam mnapmuii 6paT edCTBUTENILHO HE XOTEJT 3aXBaTUTh BIIACTh. [IPOCTO YCIIBIIIAT, YTO BHI
TSIKeJ10 3a00J1eTH, @ POACTBEHHUKY UMIIEPATPHUIIEI OXPAHSIOT JBOPEIl, ¥ IIOTOMY BOPBAJICS CIOAa,
4yTOOBI Y3HATh, YTO ITPOUCXOTUT.

— IlpaBma? — uMmmepaTop OPOCHIT Ha HET0 KOCOH B3TJISO U CIIOKOHWHO CKa3al. — C Tex mop, Kak Th
BOPBAJICS CIOMA, 5 CJIBIIIAJ BCE, UTO Thl TOBOPHUJI C UMIIEPATPULIEH.

Kus3sb JIu 3acThis, Kak 6yATO ero yaapuiao MOITHUEN.
[TepBoe, YTO IPUIIIIO MY B TOIOBY, ObIsI0 uMs JIu FOaHbKyHS.
OH HEeBOJIbHO ITIOCMOTPEIT B Ty CTOPOHY, rae cTosi Jlu KOaHbKyHB, HO TaM yKe HUKOTO0 He ObLIO.

— Bumgumo, oTmpaBka Te0st TOMO¥ [JIsT pa3MEIIIIIEHHH He TOMOTria Te0e MOHITh, — IPOIOIKUIT
MMIIepaTop, He CBOMS C HEro Ijia3. — M T CHOBA COBEPIINU 3TO HEIIPOCTUTEILHOE IIPECTYIITIEHNUE.

Kus3p JIu He [IBUTAJICS, €T0 llesl HallpSKeHHO II0BePHYJIach K UMIIEpaTopy, ¥ Ka3auiock, YTO MOXKHO
YCHBIIIATh CKPUII KOCTEM.

B ronose KHs3s1 JI¥ POUIKCH MBICTIH, ITepe rIa3aMH BCIIIEIBAIK 00pa3kl €r0 BOCIIECTBUS Ha
TIPECTOJI.

9Tr 06pas3kl MOCTEIIEHHO PACTBOPSIIMCH B BO3MyXe IO KPUKaMH UMIIEpaTopa.
«Ecmu 661 OaHbKYHB OBITT 3[€Ch, OH OBl HaBEPHSIKA CMOT Pa3PELIUTh 3TOT KPU3UCY.

B To ke BpeMs OH ¢ nogo3peHueM nopyman: «K0aHbKYHB He pa3 ¥ He [IBa yroBapuBasl MeHs
OCTaHOBUTHLCA. MoKeT OBITh, OH y2Ke 3HaJl IPaBay U TOHUMaJ, YTO MHE He YOacTCs HOOUThCS
ycrexa».

OH 3amyMarics, moyeMy xe torma KOaHbKYHB IPOCTO HaOMioast, Kak OH IOTPyKaeTcs B 3Ty
IIPOTACTE.



Ha artot pas3, IIoxXoxKe, He yOIaCTCA BBIMTH CYXHM M3 BOOHI. Moxer, JIy4lie yXK pa3 U HaBCeraa, IOKa
ABOpen IIyCT, a HaCIeOHHIN IIPUHI] HE BEPHYJICA, 3aXBATUTh TPOH...

— OpHako s BCe ellle X04y JaTh Te0e IIaHC, He XKeJlas BePUTh, YTO Thl 3aMBILIISAIT 3aXBaT BIIACTH, —
MMIIePaTOP HEMHOTO IIOBBICHJTI T'OJIOC. — BBUIH N1 gpyrue, KTO MoAgCcTpeKas Tebs?

Kusa3se JIn B3OPOTHYJI, 1 BCE€ MBEICJIIK MTHOBEHHO MCYE3JIN.

On nopyman: «[a. Ecnu s 6yny HacTauBaTh Ha TOM, YTO OECIIOKOMIICS O 3OPOBbe UMIEpaTopa, u
TIEPEJIOKY BUHY HA UMIIePaTPULy».

«MmepaTop — Mo¥ pomHOM 6paT, OH He CMOXKeT yOuTh MeHs. [laxe eCy HaCIeOHbIHN TPUHI]
BEPHETCS, OH MOTEPSIJI PYKY U MPeuMyIiecTBo. KoMy nocTaHeTCs: TPOH, ellle MOXKHO MOJ0XKAATh».

WmMmepaTop HaOMO#a 3a CMEHOM BEIPaXKEHUH Ha ero JIUIE, ero BTN TaKXKe MEeHST 9MOLUH.
CrycTst MTHOBEHME OH MOPTHYJI, CHOBAa CKPEIB BCe 9MOILWH, ¥ MPUHSII CEPhe3HOe BRIpaXKeHue JUIa:
— Hernb3st HE maTh 0TBeTa pPe3UAEHINY IreHepaia. JTO Oejio HyKHO Pacciie[oBaTh.

Kus3b JIu CKITOHUI TOJI0OBY, ¥ TOJI0C, KA3aJI0Ch, BHIIIEIN U3-T100 KOHTPOJIsI. OH BOCIIOIH30BaICs
MOMEHTOM ¥ BOCKJIUKHYII:

— Bam mnapmuiii 6paT roToB COTPYOHUYATH CO CIEACTBUEM!

Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BpeMSI.

I'poMm GapabaHOB OTIyIINII, 3BYKH POTOB Pa3fauCh OBCIONY.

— Hacnepusiit npusI] npubsut! —

OOBSABNAOLUINYN €BHYX KpUYasl OT BOPOT [ABOpPIia A0 [IBoplia U3yMPYZHOU IPOXJIah.
— Hacnepnsit npuHI] TpuObIT! —

CJ'IyTI/I " CIIY2KaHKH, y61/1pa101_uI/Ie YJIUIEL, IIOIIPABIIANIN CBOM BOPOTHUKHU U II05Ca, a TaKXKe
3allaYKaHHEBIE ITBIJIBIO ITIOOOJIBL U PACTPEIlaHHEBIE IIPUYECKH.

OHH IIOCIEIIHO OTXOOUIIH B CTOpPOHY.

B pesymnbraTe 6ecropsigkoB Morubio MHOXKECTBO JIIOfIel, Ha Joporax OBOpILa JiexKalu Tejla, KPOBb
TEeKJIa MOBCIONY.

HacrnenHbIl TPUHI] BEPHYJICS, €T0 OKPOBaBJIeHHAs ofieXk/Ia ellle He Oblyla cMeHeHa. OH IIIest 1o
HeyOpaHHBEIM cJieflaM KpPOBHY U pa30pocaHHBIM OCTaHKaM, HalpaBisasach MPsiMo Bo [IBopen
U3YMPYLHOU IIPOXJIALEL.

Jliopu Bo [IBOpIle U3YMPYOHOM MIPOXJIafbl BHITIISAEN M0-pa3HoMy. MepaTpuiia OLICTPO mogolia K
BOpPOTAaM, CJIe3Hl PAfIOCTH TEKJIH II0 €€ JIUIy, KOTHa OHa YBUJIeNla BO3BPAIIAIOIIUNACST KOPTeXK
HACJIeMHOI0 MTPUHIIA.

— Marymka, — NpoXU3HEC OH, TOOOUMS K HEl.

ViMmepaTpulla cxBaTHJIa ero 3a pykKaB, 0OCMOTpeJia 4, YBUEB KPOBOTOYAIIyI0 paHy Ha ero 60Ky, He



CMOrJ1a cuepXKarTh CIie3.
— Tol BepHYJICSI! — OHa He MOrJjla OCTAHOBUTE CJIe3bl. — U3Hb, THl BEPHYJICS?

— He 0oiicsi, — HacnegHBIN MPUHI] KPETIKO CXKall ee PyKy. — f BepHYJICS.

Ero pyka, ckuMarolas ee pyKy, Obllla CUJIbHOM, CIIOBHO BEpPHYJIa CEpAlle KMIIePaTPHUIILl Ha MECTO.
— A oTen? — cnpocCus HaCleOHbIY IPUHLI.

WMnepaTpulia, XMypsiCh, TIOCMOTpeJIa Ha Hero. B ee riasax untanack 00/1b, OHa B3IJISHYJIA BHYTPb
TIOKOEB.

HacnenHrbI! IPUHI TYT K€ HallpaBUJICA TyHa.
CMOTps Ha ero yXOfsInyio CIIUHY, UMIIepaTpulla HaKOHEL B3[I0OXHYJIA C 00IerYeHUEM.
BHe3amHO OHa IMOYYBCTBOBAJIa TONIOBOKPYXKeHMe, 1 UsH FOHb mocnemuia mogaepxarh ee, miiava:

— Hacnepnusii npusI| HakoHel BepHyJics! KHA3b JIu BopBasics BO ABOPEL, XOTeN COPBaTh OOeXKAbI
rocymapsiHu! I'ocymaphias. ..

— 3amonun! — KpUKHYyJla UMIIepaTpuIa.

HacrnenHbIlM ITPUHI] 0CTAHOBUIICS.

VimmepaTpuila mofoIlia K HeMy, I'1a3a IOJIHH CcJie3, POXKalUMK pyKaMu IIOBTOpsIa:
— Bepmnyrics, u cnmaBa 6ory, BepHycs. [Toiou, 1030BU jieKapsi, MyCTh OCMOTPUT PaHy.

— Jlekapp CyH y2Ke 0CMOTpeJI, — JIUI0 HACJIeHOT0 MPUHIIA CTAJI0 MPAYHEIM, €T0 PE3KKEe YEPTH Il
CTa/u ele cypoBee, 6POBU CABUHYIINCH, A B TJIa3aX YUTAJIACh XOJIOMHAS SPOCTE.

— A KHa3b JIU? — MpayHO CIPOCUII OH.
Ysn FOHB IOCMOTpesia Ha UMIIepaTpuUlly, He OCMeIUBasCh OTBETUTH, TOJIBKO BEITUPAJIa CJIe3H.

Ee oOHaxkeHHEIE PyKu OBIIIH IIOKPHBITEI CCaguHAMH, Ka3aJI0OCh, UX TOJIBKO 4YTO 06p&60TaHI/I, HO KPOBBb
CHOBa IIPpOCa4urBaiacChb.

— Tlo#au, MOCMOTPH Ha OTILla, — IIOATONKHY/IA ero uMInepaTpuiia.
Hacnenubiii IpuHIl HE ABUTANCS.

HWMnepartpulla KpUKHYJIa:

— JIu Yans!

HacnenHrii IpUHI TIOCMOTPEN Ha Hee, 3aTeM Ha Iiauyinyio YsH FOHb U ¢ X0JIOOHEIM BeIpakeHueM
JIUIIa BOIIEN BHYTPb.

Ysu FOHb, Habmofas 3a ero pemmTeIbHON CIIMHOM, TUXO CIIPOCHIIA:

— FocynaprH;{, PaCCKazxKeM JId MHI IIPAaBAY HACJIEOHOMY l'IpI/IHI.IY?



HmMnepaTpulia, gepxKach 3a rojIoBy, CTPOro IIprKa3aa:

— Hu cnosa. Henb3sg DOPTUTH OTHOIIEHUS MEXKAY OTIL[OM M CHIHOM.

Ysu FOHb KUBHYyTIA.

He cMmorma coepxarts Cles:

— HacnepgHblY IPUHI] HaKOHEL BEPHYJICA!

HmnepaTtpullia 1oCMOTpeJa Ha Hee, TIy00KO BIOXHYJIA U yAepKalia OCTABLINECS CIIE3H.
BryTpu [IBoplia M3yMpPYyIHOM MPOXJIafH yKe yOpau.

Kus3s JIu Benu oBOe 0XPaHHUKOB, ¥ OH CTOJIKHYJICS C HACIEOHBIM IIPUHLIEM.
HacnegHbili IpUHI OCTAHOBUJICS, BCTPETUBIINCH C HUM B3TJISIIOM.

Kus3p JIu B3TNISIHYI Ha €r0 OKPOBaB/IEHHbIH BUJI, OCTAHOBUB B3TJIAM Ha €Tr0 HEIIOBPEXKIEHHOM PYKe,
1, PAaCCMOTPEB, IIMPOKO PACKPEII Tia3a.

HacrnenHbIM IPUHI] ONYCTUIT PYKY, ITO3BOJISIS EMY OCMaTPUBAaTh CebsI.

KHus3p JIu OBUHY PYKOW, CJIOBHO XOTEJI IPOTSAHYTh €€, HO OXPaHHUKU KPENKO JepXKalld ero.

OH OOmHSAI B3TJIAMN Ha JINIIO HACIEOHOT0 IPUHIIA, B KOTOPOM YHTaslach SPOCTh.

Hacnenubiii pUHI MEAJIEHHO CXKaJjl Ky/lak.

— HacnepHslii IPUHI], — U3HYTPU II103BaJl €T0 UMIIEPATOP.

Kusa3p JIu Bce ellle He MOT TIOBEPUTH CBOUM Tla3aM.

Hacnenubiii puHIl CMOTPEN Ha ero JIUI0, IOKPHITOE CliefaMu ClIe3, U CJieTKa paCTpenaHHbIe BOJIOCHI.

OHu cMOTpenu JpYT Ha [Ipyra, He OTPHIBASICh, ONUH IIHITAJICSI COXPAHSTh CIIOKOWCTBUE, APYTON OBII
IIOJIOH SIPOCTH.

HWMmepaTop mo3Baa CHOBa, Ha 3TOT pa3 e€ro rojioc CTal HUuXe:

— HacnegHbiy IpUHIIL.

Hacnenubii IpUHI yCIIBIIIA €ro, HO He ABUHYJICS C MeCTa.

Ero cxKaThlil KyJTaK HAIPSTCS, MBIIIIEl TOTOBHI OBITTM B JTI000M MOMEHT HaHECTH CMEPTEeJIbHEIHN yaap.
HWMnepaTop pe3Ko 3aKalisi.

Kaszanocs, B ropiie y Hero OblJI KaMeHb, 3BYK OBII TJIyXUM U XPHUIITBIM.

CrosAmuil psAfoOM eBHYX IIOAHEC €My TEIUIYIO BOAY, U, IPOTJIOTUB €e, UMIIepPaToOpP YCIOKOUICS.

— HacnepHelii TPUHI], — Kalllss, II03Ball OH B TPETHM pas.

HacnenHbIN IPUHI] IOBEPHYJICS U HAIIPaBUJICS BHYTPh. OXpaHHUKHU C 00JIeryeHreM BeIBeIM KH3s JIu



3a [IBEPE.
HacrnepnHbIl IPUHI] ONYCTUJICS Ha KOJIEHU Y KPOBaTH:
— Oret.

WmMmepaTtop ri1y60Ko IOCMOTPEN Ha Hero.
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