— BecmokouThcst 0 6€30maCHOCTH MOKHO OBLIO, ITPOCTO IIOAAB IIPOLIEeHNe Ha BXOM BO JBOPEL] U
0K1fast BLI30Ba, TaK 3a4YeM Ke KHS3b PUBEJT C COO0M CTOJILKO CTPAXKHUKOB? — THUXO CIIPOCHIT
MaJIeHbKUH €BHYX Y LINPMEHI.

Ero romoc otnuyancs oT 00BYHOTO IPOH3UTEIBHOTO I'0JI0CA €BHYXO0B, HE OBITI0 ¥ HAPOYUTON MaHEPEI
peuu. HanmpoTus, oH OBUT HAIlOJTHEH XOJIONHOM OTCTPAHEHHOCTHIO, KaK OyaTo ImycTol 6aMOyK,
HaIlOJTHEHHBIM BUHOM, KOTOPHIM CITYCTS TOMBI OTKPHIIM, M apoMaT BUHA BRIPBAJICS HapyxXKy. [oroc He
OBLT CIIUIIKOM 3BOHKUM, HO U HE CyXUM, C JIETKOM, e[JBa YJIOBUMOMW XPUIIOTI[OM.

— He TonbpKO BO BOPIIE KPOBb TLETCS PEKOM, HO U Y TOPOACKHUX BOPOT CTOSIT IMYHBIE BOMCKA KHSA3S.
HeyxXenu KHS3b 3aMBIIIJIIET 3aXBaT BIACTUA? — MIPOIOIAKHUII T'OJIOC.

ITH c10Ba OBUIM CKa3aHBI C OOJIBIIUM MaCTEPCTBOM: OHM OIIMCHIBAJIX IIPOUCXOOAIEE CHAPYXKH,
OOBUHSIIN KHSI35 JIu, HO IIpX 3TOM HE HaCTaHWBaJId Ha O6BI/IH8HI/II/I, OCTaBJIAsA IIPOCTPAaHCTBO OJIA
MaHéBpa. JT1oT Imoagxon OBIJT 3HAKOM HMIIEPATPUIE, X OHa TYT 2K€ B3TJIAHYJId Ha T'OBOPSAIIETO.

WMnepaTop OTKPELT 3aKPLITHIE IJIa3a ¥ BMeCTe ¢ KHA3eM JIu ycTpeMust B3riisa Ha Hero. Kuass JIu
TYT e Y3HaJl ero, ¥ ero pyK: U HOTY OHEMEJIH.

— CyH YyHBIBUH?! — C U3yMJIEHHEM U THEBOM CIPOCHUI OH. — Kak THI 34eCh OKa3ascs?

— Pa3Be He KHS3b [IOJIKEH 3a7aTh 9TOT BONpoc? — oTBeTus CyH UyHbBL3KH, B TOJI0CE KOTOPOTO
3BYy4asld CJIOXKHBIE OIMOLUU. — ['7le, T0 MHEHUIO KHS35, S IOJIKEeH OBITh?

«B rpob6y!» — B sspocTH mogyMan KH3b JIu.
VimnepaTpuiia ¢ TpeBOrOU CIIPOCUTIA:

— A KakK Xe HaCleOHbIN IPUHIT?

CyH YyHBII3UH [IOKJIOHUJICA €l U OTBETUIL:

— OH 3acTpss y TOPOACKUX BOPOT U He MOXKeT BoMTH. CTpaxa KHsI35, BUIUMO, ITepeIyTasa ero C
KEM-TO OPYTUM U IILITAeTCS YOUTS.

CkazaB 3T0, OH OPOCHII B3TJISIA Ha KH3s JIu.
— He moxeT ObITb! — KHSI3b JIM OTCTYIIMUII Ha [Ba IlIara, JpoxKa BCEM TeJIOM. — BHI... BHL... 9TO HE...

— I[MTouemy He MoXkeT ObITE? — CyH UyHBI[BUH YyCMEXHYICSA. — UTO ¢ HaMu? MBI He [IOIKHb OBITh
3[mecs?

9TH cnoBa ObLIM JIOBYIIIKOM, ITOCTABJIEHHOM NPSIMO nepel KHg3eM JIu. KHg3b TOTOB OB IPHITHYTH B
He€, HO JIu FOaHbKYHb IEPBLIM 3aTOBOPUII:

— OxpaHa y BOpoT GbINa BRICTAB/IeHA [/ BCTPeUM HACIEOHOTO IIPUHIA, BO3MOKHO, ITPOU30IIIIa
omuoOka!l

Kus3sb Jlu B3TNISHYI Ha HETo, 00peTsl 0IIOpY B CBOEM CHIHE, ¥ TIOJAEpKal:
— Ia, ma, He 0OBUHSIN MeHS!

CyH YyHBII3UH IPOUTHOPUPOBAJ €ro CJIoBa U 006paTHIICs K HUMIIEPaToOpPy U UMIlepaTpHIle:



— ITpoury Bamre BenuyecTBo u 'ocymaphiHIO CPOYHO OTIPABUTH JIIOOEH 3a TOPO, YTOOBI BCTPETUTD
HacyegHoro npuHia. OH paHeH U, BO3MOXKHO, JOJIT0 He MTPOJEPKUTCS.

— I'me paHen?

— BoceMb 0TpsSiIOB UMIIEPATOPCKOM CTPaXKy HeMeIJIeHHO OTIIPaBATCSA C TOOOW Ha BRIPYUKY, —
VMIIEpaToOp U UMIlepaTpulia 3ar0OBOPUJIU OOJHOBPEMEHHO.

ViMmepaTpulia TyT XkKe B3TJISHYJIa Ha HeT0 U IOCIeITHo go0aBuia:

— Bce cTpaXHUKY pe3ufeHINN TocylapeBa TeCTs ToXe MOUAyT ¢ ToOoH!

CyH YyHBII3UH He yCIeNl OTBETUTH, IIOCIIEIIHO ITIOKJIOHUJICSA U BEHILIE]I.

HWmmepaTop IOCMOTpPEN Ha KHA35 JIH, IhITasgiCh MOTHATHCSA € mocTenu, Ho Cion Y2K0 0CTaHOBUII €rO0:
— Henb3s, Bamie BennyecTBo TOMBKO YTO OYHYJIUCH, HE CTOUT YTOMIATHCSA. JIydllle OTHOXHUTE.
VimmepaTop, Ka3anoch, HEUCTBUTEILHO ObIT UCTOIIEH, TSIKEJIO [BIIIa, OH ITePecTasl COMPOTHBISATHCS.
HMmepaTpuiia ¢ yabi0Ko# CIpocuma:

— Baine BennuecTBO HaKOHeIl OYHYJIUCH, S TaK O€CIIOKOUTIACK.

VmnepaTop He MOCMOTpeET Ha He€. Ero onymieHHbIe T7la3a OKUHYIN KOMHATY: PaHeHbIe CIIyKaHKHY,
CJIOMaHHas UpPMa, PaCTEPSTHHOE JIUII0 KH3s JIu, Clebl C/IE3 Ha JIHIle UMIIePATPULIEL U €€
Ipoxallye PpykKu. Becb 3TOT XaoC OTPA3usICS B €r0 TEMHBIX I'JIa3ax, CKPHITHIX B TTTyOMHE, U HU OfHA
3MOLUs He IPOSBUIAch Ha ero JIuIle.

3a ropogom.

Y [la ¢ HampsKeHWeM MOAHSI OrPOMHOe GPEBHO, TperpaxaBiIee MyTh, U C KPUKOM:
— Xa!

0TOPOCHII €T0 B CTOPOHY!

OHO 0TOPOCHIIO HalagaBUINX CTPAXKHUKOB Ha HECKOJIbKO METPOB.

HacnenHrii IpuHL, ¢ OOHOW PyKOH, 6€CIIOMOIIHO CBUCAIOIEN, IPEITHYI Ha OPEBHO C ME4YOM B IPYTOH
pyke. Korpma Ts1k€10€e OpeBHO ymano, OH 00PYIIKII CMEPTOHOCHEIN KJIMHOK.

— Mod!

HeckombKO CTpaxkKHUKOB ORI 3ape3aHbl, MeY IIPOH3UI UX TOPJIO C CUJION THUTPa, IIOYTH OTPYOUB
TI0JIOBUHY TOJIOBH! BpeBHO BMecCTe C TejlaMu yIajo Ha 3eMJII0, TIONHSB 0671aK0 MBI, B 3TOM cepom
TyMaHe HaCJe[HbINA IPUHII IPHITHYT B CTOPOHY, u30eras IILUIH.

YV Ila mopo1én K HeMy, He YCIIeB BHITEPETH IMOT CO Jifa:
— Baire BbICOYECTBO, He HYKHO TaK XKeCTOKO yOHMBaTh. YMEPIIUX JOCTATOYHO, COKOHOMBTE CHJIHL.

HacnenHsii npuHIl yOHUBAT C K€CTOKOCTHIO, OMHUM yIAapOM Meda JIMIIast XKU3HU, He 0CTaBIIss
IIIAHCOB. ITO OBIIO OGEICTPO U 3((HEKTHUBHO, TPEIOTBpalias IOCIeOHIe OTUYassHHEIe aTaku. Ho 3To



TPGGOBBHO CHIIL. Bpal"OB OBIJIO THICSIYM, U TAKOH MEeTOO MOT IIPHBECTH K CMEPTHU OO IIPUXOoOda
IMOOKPEIIJIIEHUd.

Y [Ta yKIOHHUJICS OT yOapa Meda, HaHEC yaap B TPyOb MPOTUBHUKA U OTOPOCHII €T0 Ha 3eMJTI0, THe TOT
KaTajcs B aroHuu. OH OTJISHYJICS U YBUMOEJ, KaK HAaCJIeHBIN IPWHI] BHITAaCKUBAI Med, TTIy00KO
BOH3HUBIIHICS B TPYOb Bpara, ORICTPO U 6€32KaI0CTHO, C XJTIOMAOIIMM 3ByKOM. HacemHbIH TPUHI] C
OTBpallleHHeM OTCTPAHUIICS, YTOOR KPOBb He II0Masia Ha Hero.

Y [la mpomomyar.
Kaxkoe Bpems [j1 YUCTOTHI!
OH yOuI HECKOIbKUX YE€JIOBEK, MTOOMIEN K HAaCIeHOMY IIPUHITY ¥ B3JOXHYI:

— Baiire BEICOYECTBO, HaM [IBOMM CJIeIOBasI0 Obl HaleTh I00KH, CIIPSITAaThCS B TOBO3KE U II03BOJIUTh
nekapio CyHy BbeXaTh B TOPOL!

— ITepBhI# JOCMOTP JIETKO IPOUTH, HO KaK THI CIIPSYEIILCS Ha MOCTAeqHeM, KOraa Te0s MOIPOoCsT
BBIMTH 11711 00BICKA? — HACJEOHBINA MPUHII TOMHST OPOBb, B3TISIHYB Ha HEro. — OTpes3aTh HTHUILY?

— Kpome Toro, ¢ TBOel BHEIITHOCTEIO, IIOX0XKEH Ha JeMOHa, THl OBl He [OIIEI 40 IOC/IeIHero sTana, —
TIPOMOJIKHUI OH.

Y [la mo4yBCTBOBAJI XOJIOL MeXAY HOT ¥ XUXUKHYIL.

OHu 0OMEHSIINCH UIYTKaMH, SIBHO HE BOCIIPUHUMAs BCEPbE3 3TUX HEOMBITHIX CTPAXKHUKOB. Ho
CTPaXXHUKOB, OCTABJIEHHBIX KHsI3eM JIu, ObIJIO CTUIIIKOM MHOTO. [lazke eCii CTOSTh Ha MeCTe U
TI03BOJISITh YOUBATHL Ce0s1, YCTANOCTh HACTYIUT OBICTPO.

UIepes HEKOTOpOe BpeMs Y IIa cTan gwIaTh TsAkKenee ¥ CHOBA IOOIIET:

— Bairre BEICOYECTBO, He TONTyYaeTCs, UX CIUIIKOM MHOTO! MOXKeT, OTCTyIMM U TION0XKAEM, ITOKa
nekaps CyH IpuBemeT monel u3 BocTouHOoro gopia?

Hacnenubi IIPpUHIT OTJIAOE]I I10Jie 6os, rme YXKe JIeXKalli o0e3raBlIeHHbIE Tea, IOYTH He 0CTAI0Ch
MecTa Aj1d Hor. Ho HamafarmIux He CTaHOBUJIOCh MEHBIIIE. Cepnue HaCJIegHOT' O IIPXHIIA CXKaJIOCh.

CTpa}KHI/IKI/I OBLIIM KaK MYypPaBBH, UX OBILJIO MHOTO, ¥ OHHU CiieJoBaJix 3a BIIepeon UOYIIMNMH. YT00OH
3aCTaBUTh UX TdK APOCTHO YGI/IBaTI:\ HaCJIeJHOTO IIPKUHIIA, OHU JOJI2KHBI OBLITH BEPHUTL B 1'[06e)1y.
Hewn3sBecTHO, 4TO HOOGGH.I&J'I UM KH$3b JI¥, 4TO OHU T'OTOBHI OBLIH II02KepPTBOBATh ZKU3HLBIO U CTATh
InmpenpaTeysiMu.

— Ecnu MBI OTCTYIIMM, 9TO IPUAACT UM YBEPEHHOCTH, ¥ OHU OYOyT IIpeciiemoBaTh Hac. Ecnu AdHb
YK9HbL IPUAET U He HAUOET MeHs, 9TO MOXKeT 00epHYThCs Oemoii.

Y Ila KuBHyJ, cOTNalnasich. Bumumo, IpuAETCS gepkKaThCd OO KOHIIA.

— Barre BrICOYECTBO, OEPXKUTECH, 4 IOOTHUMYCh HaBEpPX, YTOOBI CXBATUTD UX KOMaHJII/Ipa! — CKa3all
OH.

Ha 3eMiie ObIJI0 MHOTO JTIOfIel, HO 9TO ObIIM OOBIYHEIE CTPAXKHUKHU, UX MOXKHO OBbIJIO COEPKUBATH,
coxpaHss xKu3Hb. Ho Ha cTeHax ropopa OBUI0O MHOXKECTBO KOTIMY U MeYel, U ecJiu OBl Tyma OBII0
JIETKO MTOTHSTHLCS, 3aY€M TOTIa HYKHBI CTEHBI?



— OcTanbc, 5 caM IOULYy.

— V¥ 1e6s pyka noBpexneHa, — Y [la, He oOpalllasi BHUMaHUS Ha IPUINYNS, IPSIMO CKasal. — IJX,
Bartie BBICOYECTBO, Telleph, KOTAAa Y Bac OfHAa PyKa, Bbl He TaK KPaCHBH, KaK paHbllle, yOUBaTh CTaI0
CloXHee. MoXeT, s NelUCTBUTEJILHO CUJIbHEE Bac.

Hacnepnnsii IpuHI IpOMOIYall.
Y [la kuBHYN eMy:
— 4 nomeén!

CkazaB 3T0, OH IIPHITHYJI, HACTYIIXJI Ha TOJIOBY CTPazKHMKA, CJIOMaB €My IIIel0, ¥ TOT yIiajl Ha 3eMIII0,
KOopYach B KOHBYNIbcUsx. Hacnenguwy nprHI Habmonan, Kak ¥ [la “CII0Ih30Bal BCE BOKPYT IS
ITPOOBUMKEHHUS: MEYH, JIETSAIIUE B BO3AYXe, BEPDEBKM Ha CTeHAX, KAMHH, TTafalollle CBEpPXY.

— IMmm! — Med IPOCBUCTETT MUMO.

HacrnenHbIM TPUHI] YKIOHUIICS, XMYPO B3TJISIHYB Ha HamafaBiiero. Ero auiio OBIJI0 XOJOMHBIM U
yTPIOMEBIM, TJIa3a IOJIHB YOUNCTBeHHOM sipocTu. HamamaBImil 3aMefiniics, ¥ B Ccaegyloliee
MTHOBEHME Med OTCEK eMy T'OJIOBY!

Ha ynunax ropopa 3a0unu B 6apabaHbl ¥ TOHTH:
— IIpoxoxue, ycTynuTte gopory!

Brmepenu exan cTpaxXHHUK, TPOMKO Kpuda. BoceMb OTPSO0B UMIIePaTOPCKOM TeCHOM TBapauu
BHIIBUHYJIUCH K TOPOACKUM BOPOTaM, UX JIMIla HAlPSA2KEHBI, CIIOBHO OHU TOJIBKO UTO BBEIIE3NIH U3
nensHoi nemepsl! B pyKax oHU gepxKanu 00HaKEHHBIE IIMPOKKWE MeYH, TOTOBLIE B 110601 MOMEHT
yoapuTh. OT0 OblIa pegKas KapTuHa, IpeaBelaBinas PpeKu KpoBu. ['0poxkaHe MOCIeInd JOMOH,
3aKpBUIA ABEPU U OKHA, IPSAYach BHYTPU U HE CMes BHITIAABIBATh. Y IULEI OIyCTEIH, TOJIbKO Koe-The
ocTanuch He3aOpaHHbIe Bely. JIETKue IpeaMeThl pa3jeTalluch B CTOPOHEL OT BETPA, IIOTHATOTO
JIOIIaAbMU.

Ha MraoBeHue TOJBKO 3BYK KOIIBIT HAIIOJIHUII BO3OYX, T'POXOT COTPACAII 3EMIIIO. I/IMHepaTOpCKaH
JieCHad IrBapaud 0e3 0CTaHOBKY MYaJjlach K TOPOOCKHM BOpPOTaM.

B a0 Bpems Y [Ia HakoHeIl B306pasics Ha cTeHy. OH OBl BeCh B KPOBH, BpazKecKoii u cBoeit. CTos Ha
CTeHe, OH, He oOpalljasd BHUMaHUs Ha OCTaJlbHOEe, PyOuUI BParoB, TSKeEJIO [bIIIa, F0JI0Ba KPYKHUIach.
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