HMnepaTpulia MUPOKO pacKphlia I7asa, ee Tejno poxKarlo.
— BepHo, HacnemHBIY IPUHI] MEPTB, — IIOBTOPUJI KHA3b JIU.

Ero cnoBa 3By4daiu Tak yBepeHHO, YTO UMIIepaTpHulla, BCIOMHUB O Tpareiuy B Pe3ufeHLNN reHepasa
U 0 3a[epKaBIIEMCs HaCJIeJHOM IIPUHIIE, IIOYYBCTBOBAJIA I'OJIOBOKPYXKEHHUE.

B ma"uKe OHa MOMBITAIach 3a YTO-TO YXBATUTLCHA, HO Usn IOHDB Bce ellle nexana Ha TI0JIy, HEe B CHJIaX
IMOOHATHCA.

I/IMHepanI/IHa OTCTYIIXJIa Ha HECKOJIBKO IIaros, ITOKd HEe HATKHYJIACh Ha TAXKEJIYIO ITNPMY, U TOJIBKO
TOTOa CMOTJIa YOEP2KAaTh PaBHOBECHE.

— 51 He Beplo, — ee Ira3a OB ITOJIHEL SPOCTH, & T'OJIOC 3Bydasl TaK, OyATO OHa BRHIKPUKKBAJIA CI0Ba
U3 TIyOuHE TOpiia. — KHsI3b JIu MPOK/IMHAET UMIIEPAaTOPCKOTO HACIIeHUKA, TOJIb3YETCS XaoCoM,
yTOOBI 3aXBaTUTh ABOpel! Kakue y Hero HamepeHus?!

KHusa3p JIu coenan HECKOJIBKO IIAaroB, Ka3ajaoCh, OH HaclaXKAaJICsa 9TOU CUTyallleln.

— He Bepumb? — kHA3b JIu 3acMmesnics.

— Korpa g npukaxy IpUHECTH €ro TeJ0, Thl IOBEPHULIE.

OH He ygepzxKaJcs U mo6aBuI:

— HaBepHoe, 0HO yKe mouepHeso, 6e3 pyK u HOr. He 3Hat0, CMOXKeIlb JTX ThI €r0 Y3HATb.
HWMnepaTtpulia ApoxKaia, He OTPEIBas OT HETO B3TJISAMAQ, €€ TPYHb TAKeJI0 IOAHUMAaIach ¥ OIyCKanachk.
KHus35p JIu mocMOTpen Ha Hee HEKOTOpPOe BpeMs, 3aTeM B3[JOXHYI:

— i, CHUMHUTE C Hee UMIIEPaTOPCKUE OEXKIbl U apeCTyUTe 3Ty MATEeXKHULY!

— KT0 mocMeeT! — KpuKHYyIa UMIIepaTpulia.

KHs3p JIu yBepeHHO MaxHYyJI PYKOH, X OBO€ CTPaXKHUKOB TYT Ke IIOMOIIIN, CXBaTUB €€ 3a BOPOTHUK!

B 3TOT MOMEHT MaJIeHbKUY €BHYX BHYTPU PE3KO HafgaBull Ha TOYKYU Cyssgo u 2KIHbYXKYH Ha Telle
MMIIepaTopa, 3aTeM C CUJIOY TIOMacCUpOoBall UX.

CHGHYIOH.II/IM MOMEHTOM MMIIEPATOP 3aKaAIlJIAJICA W BEITIJIIOHYIT APKO-KPACHYIO KPOBE.

EBHYX Yy KPOBaTH TYT 3Ke OTIYCTUJI €r0 PYKY ¥ GBICTPO IOfaT YallKy C YaeM, CTOSIBIIYIO Ha KPYTI0M
CTOJIE C BOCEMBIO COKPOBUINAMHU, YTOOBI TOT CHeJIal HECKOJIBKO TTIOTKOB.

B aToT MOMEeHT uMnepaTpulla, KHA3b JIu, CIyKaHKU ¥ €BHYXHU 3aMEPJIH.

ViMmepaTpuiia OTTOJIKHYJIa CTPaKHUKOB, COEPKUBABIINX €€, ¥ ORICTPO MPOIIJIa 3a IIUPMY.
EBHYX OBICTPO OTCTYMUJI, IIOMOIIEN K IITUPME U C CUJION TOIKHYII ee.

— bawm!

Tskenas ¥ IpoyHas IIKpMa yIlajia Ha 1oJ, pa30uB MHOXKECTBO U3bICKAaHHBEIX PE3HBIX Y30POB.



Bce IIPUCYTCTBYIOIIXE YCTPEMMUIIN B3TJIAOBI Ha KPOBATh.
I/IMnepaTop TSA2K€EJIO OBIIIAaJI, 94ePpe3 HEKOTOPO€e BpeMA €ro BEKH CJIETKa IIPUOTKPBIIUCE.

MMmepaTpuiia, OIyCTUBIIKNCH Ha KOJIEHU Y KPOBATH, C PA3pYIIeHHHIM MaKUsIKeM, Phiala, ©3IaBas
myuiepa3auparolie 3ByKH.

ViMmepaTop MOBEPHYII K Hell TUII0, XOJIOAHOe, KakK Jiefl, ¥ B Y3KOH IIleJIKe ero rjaa3 CBePKHYJ OCTPHIH
B3TJIA.

OH ycTaBuiCcs Ha KHA3S JIU U CIIPOCUIT:

— Emie pano, kHg3b JIu. 3a4eM TH SBUIICS BO OBOPEI] C TAKUM KOJIMYECTBOM BOKCK? ThI XO4eIllb
3aXBaTUTh TPOH?

Y ropoackux BOpOT.

CTpaXHUK, 3aKOHYHUB IIPOBEPKY CIIEAYIONUIET0 YeT0OBeKa, OTIYCTUII €T0, 3aTeM IIOCMOTPEIT Ha TEMHOe
Hebo.

3aTeM OH MalllXHAaIbHO OﬁepHYJ'ICH 1 IIOCMOTPEII B CTOPOHY JIaBKH C JIEIIEIIIKaMH.

MarseHbKUY CTOJIUK PSOM C JIaBKOM OBITI IIYCT, HAa HEM JIeXKaJl ITaKeT C JIeTlellIKaMy, HO YeJioBeKa
HUTTe He OLLIO BUOHO!

TyT cTpazKHUK BCIIOMHWJI, UYTO BCE 3TO BpeMsI OH AepKaJl IIOBOMbS, a Ha PyKe OBbIJIM IepYaTKH, ¥ OH
He MOT BUMETh, YTO IIOT HUMHU.

W3-3a TOTO, YTO OH BCE BpPeMs [epzKaJl Jiollafb, OH He 00paTuI Ha 9TO BHUMAHUS.
Temneps, mOgyMaB, OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI XOJIOAHBIN ITOT.

OH TYT e HaIpaBUJICA K ITOBO3KE, CTOSBILEH HETIOMAIEKY.

[ToBO3Ka CTOsJIa Ha MECTE, TOJILKO JIOIIa/lb CJIETKA ABUTalach.

TaM ObIJI ellle OOUH YeJI0OBEeK, M 9TO HEMHOTO YCIIOKOMJIO CTPaKHUKaA.

OH IPHITHYT B TOBO3KY, OTKMHYJI 3aHABECKY U 3aTJISTHYJI BHYTPS!

TaM cupmen 4emoBeK, Pa3BaIMBIIKCh, €T0 JIUI0 OBIIIO MPHUXKATO K IIEJIH B OKHE, YTOOLI ITOMLIIIATh
CBEXKHUM BO3MIyXOM, U OH BCe elrle OblI IMOKPHIT KaIlJIIMU IT0Ta, 00MaxuBasi cebsi pyKoii.

Yenoek BHYTDH, HE 0ZKHOad TAaKOT'0, BHE3AIIHO BCTPETHUJICA I''Ta3aMU C IIPBITHYBIIMM CTPA2KHUKOM.

OHu cMOTpenu Opyr Ha Apyra, ¥ CTPaXKHUK 3aMelIKaICs:

OH OKMHYJI B3TIAA0M QUTYPY «KEHIIUHE». XOTS ee TeJio ObIJIO CKPHITO IO 00beMHOM OfeK0M, OHa
BCE PABHO Ka3ajach CIIMIIKOM MaCCHUBHOM.

JIU1I0 TOXKe BHITTISATENIO HEECTECTBEHHO, €CIIU CMOTPETH TOJIBKO Ha I'Jla34d, 3TO OBLIO HE TaK 3aMEeTHO,
HO BMeCT€ C HOCOM U PTOM OHO Ka3aJiIoCh CIIMIIKOM XKeCTKuM!



Iaxe... BOJIOCH ObLIX HEMHOTO CMEILEHHI.
B ronoBe cTpaXkHUKa 3a3BeHEI TPEBOKHEIN 3BOHOK, X OH TYT K€ BBIXBATHUJI Me4, YTOOHI CITPOCHUTH!

B cnepytomuit MmoMeHT YV [la copBaJl ¢ TOJIOBH ITapyK, 3aTeM COPOCHUII IIJIalll, OTKPBIB CBETIIO-TOIY00M
XajaT C BBIILIKATHIM 30JI0TOM I10SICOM U HapyKaBHUKaMHM, CBEPKAIOIIMMU Ha COJIHIIE.

OH ¢ cumoi OPOCKT Ha 3eMITI0 Pa30PBaHHY0 OJeXKMY, ¥ Ha COTHIIe 3a6IeCTey ero mosic u
HAaPYKaBHUKY C BHIIMTHM 30JI0TOM y30POM JIETSIIIETO TUTPa.

Y [la cxkan ropnio, u3faB TOHKUW, U3BUJIUCTHIU 3BYK:
— T'ocmoguH oduiep~

CompoBoXKOaeMbIi CKPEKETOM, 3aCTaBISIONIUM CXKUMATh 3y0Obl, 3BYK BEIHUMAeMOT'0 IJIMHHOTO MeyYa,
€r0 U3BUJIUCTEIN roioc 000pBajiCs, ¥ OH yXKe [epzKajl B PyKe OCTPHIM, CIIOCOOHBIHM pe3aTh Keje30 U
KaMeHb, KJTMHOK.

— TBo¥ menyIiKa 37ieCch, ¥ celyac... — OH CHesias Iay3y, B3MaxHyI MeuoM, 1 OphI3TH KPOBH
pas3eTenuch o BCeMY TECHOMY IIPOCTPAHCTBY MTOBO3KH.

Y [la He cTan yKIOHSTHCS, 0OTU3HY YTOJIOK PTa ¥ MIPOIOJIKIITL:

— OtTmpasmio Tebs Ha TOT CBeT.

[Ilym B IOBO3KeE MPUBIIEK BHUMAHKWE OKPYXKAIOIINX CTPAXKHUKOB.

OHM OKPYKUJIM TTOBO3KY, HAllpAaBUB Ha Hee Me4u, U THEBHO CIIPOCHIIN:
— K10 Tam 6e300pa3Huyaet?!

B MrHOBEeHUE OKa KPEIIIa ITOBO3KHU B30PBaAlaCh, X CHA4alla BEIJIETE]I YE€JIOBEK, C I'POXOTOM YIIaB Ha
3EMIIIO.

Bce B3rJIAHYIIN U YBUOEJIN, YTO Y HETO BEIIIYYEHEI I'lla3a, Ye€PEIl PACKOJIOT, MO3Tr MEJIEHHO BBEITEKAIl,
d OCTAJIbHBEIE PAHEBI ObLIH I"JIY6OKI/IMI/I, IO KOCTH.

OH OBII MEPTB, ¥ €T0 CMEPTH ObINla Y2KaCHOM.

Y Ila TyT 3Ke BBHIIPLITHYJ Ha KPHIITY TTOBO3KYU ¥ CHOBa KPUKHYII:

— IaBatiTe, rocrnoaa obuIeps!

CTpaXHUKH, YBUOEB CTPAIIHYI0 CMEPTh, Ha MIHOBeHUE 3aK0je0anrch, He pellasch IOgOUTH.

HacnemgHeId TPUHI CIIPEITHYTT BHU3, BCTANI PSIOM C HUM, OPOCHII B3TJISA HA €T0 OKPOBABIIEHHOE TEJI0
¥ C OTBpAIIleHueM CMOPIITHII HOC:

— ...J'agocTs.
Bo gBopue.

I TUHHBIE TBOPLIOBEIE ajlied OBLUTH IYCTHIHHEI, ITOBCIOMY JIE3KAa/IU CIYTH, eBHYXU U CTPAXKHUKHU B
OBOPLIOBOM OfieXkKMe.



Ts3Keo paHeHble, HO ellle XXUBbIe, OHM KOPYMIKCH OT 00JIH, HO HUKTO HE PeIllasiCs UM IIOMOYb.
Ha poBHoii 3eme ObIM pa30dpocaHsl O0bIIKe IATHA MT0Ty3acoXIIeld KPOBHU.

Yewm Guzke K {BOpIy M3yMpymHOM IIPOXJIafbl, TeEM yKacHee Obljla KapTUHA.

Ho, mepecTynuB mopor fBopiia, BCe BAPYT U3MEHUIIOCh, ¥ HACTyIHUIa THIINHA.

YTpoM HacnegHBIN MPUHI] ¥ €70 CIIYTHUKY J00panuch 10 TOPOACKUX BOPOT.

YV Ia, BEICOKHI U KPETKUiA, OBITT JIETKO Y3HABAEM.

Pyka HacnegHOro npuHIa Oblla OBPEXKAeHa, U ec/u OBl OH ITOKA3aJICsl, 3TO BbI3BAJIO OBl CITUIIKOM
MHOT'0 BOIIPOCOB.

CyH YyHbBI3UH, HAIPOTUB, KUMeJI TOJILKO PAHY Ha PYKe, ¥ eCJIU ee CKPHITh, OBIJIO JIBTKO 00MaHYTh
CTPAXKHUKOB.

Tak u nmomyuyunacs cieHa, roe CyH UyHbI3UH BbeXas B TOPOJ Ha MOBO3KE.
Ecnu 65l yHanock IPOHUKHYTH BHYTPb, 3TO OBITIO0 OBl M€aNbHO.

Ecnu Owl He ygasnock, To CyH UyHBI[3UH caM Obl BOIIEN B TOPOJ U BhI3Basl AHb YK3HI 13 BocToOUHOTO
OBOPIIA.

CyH YyHBII3UH He 0XKKfasl, YTo BocToOuHEIN ABOpeI] OyheT MyCT.

Aup YK5HL HaKaHYyHeEe y2K€ BBIBEJI BCEX U3 BocTtouHoro ABOPIIa ¥ OTIIPAaBHUIICA Ha IOT IIO rJIaBHOU
gopore, YTOOKI BCTPETUTH HACIIEOHOT'O HpI/IHI_Ia!

VIMeHHO IT03TOMY OH IIPOIYCTHI HaCJIeJHOTO IIPUHIA, KOTOPHIX I1eJT 10 60KOBOI JOpOTe.

He umes Bri6opa, CyH UyHbL3KWH OTIPABUIICS BO [ABOPELI, 10 IIYTHU CTOJKHYJICS C BOMCKaMu KH3s JIu,
nepeopescs B popMy CTpaKHMKA U IPOHUK BO ABOPEI] BMECTe C HUMHU.

3aTeM OH CHSJI OfeXKAy C MEPTBOTO €BHYXa, HaZlesl ee U mpodpacs Bo gBopel] M3yMpyaHOH
IPOXTIA[IHL.

Kak pa3 BoBpeMsi, 4TOOLI CTaTh CBU/IETEJIEM IIONLITKY 3aXBaTa BIaCTH.
Bce, Ka3anocs, OBIIO IPEOIPEeneIeHo.

axe ecnu pe3upgeHnndg rocygapeBa TeCTd UMeJla YaCTHYI0 apMUIO, OHAa HE MOI'Jia CPDaBHUTLCA C
TIIATEJIbHO CIIJIaHWPOBAHHBIM 3arOBOPOM KHA351 JInu u yXKe OBl7a IMOJIHOCTBIO IOMIaBJIeHA.

VimmepaTpuiia Ovina 6eccuiibHa, a TOCyIaph HaXOOuIcs 6e3 CO3HAHUS.

XyKe OBITH HE MOTJIO.

CyH YyHBII3UH CHefNal CTaBKy.

HapaBuB Ha OBe BaXKHBEIE TOUKHU Ha TeJle UMIIepaTopa, OH M30 BCEX CHUJI TONKHYII!

Touka CYHFIO — 9TO KHN3HEHHO BaXKHaA TOYKad, YIIPABJIAIOIIAA BOCEMbIO MEPUIXMAHAMU, SABIIAACH
IEHTPOM, COeJUHAIOIINM MHO2KECTBO HEPBOB.



Pe3koe Bo3pdelicTBHE Ha HEE MOTJIO BhI3BaTh MTHOBEHHOE KPOBOU3JIUSAHNE B MO3TI' Y cimaboro
YeJIOBEeKa, d Y CUJIbHOI'O IIaHC Hp06y}KJIeHI/I${ OBITT TOJIBKO OOWH U3 OBYX.

Cynpba cHOBa yNBIOHYIach €My, ¥ OH BHIUTPA IapHu.
VimmepaTop OBl pa30yKeH C OTPOMHBIM PHCKOM.

Kusa3p JIu, npogymaBIinii BCe [0 MeJIO4Yel, CIJIeJI CeTh, HO He 0XKHAAJ, YTO B CAaMbIil KPUTAYECKUU
MOMEHT rocyfaph OYHETC!

Y Hero B rosoBe 3a3BEHENO, U rnepen ria3aMu BCIIBIXHYJIM CBETOBEIE ITATHA.

JIn }OaHbKYHb, KOTOprfI BC€ 3TO BpeMsd MOJI4all, IOHUMas, YTO 3TO MOMEHT XKM3HU U CMEPTH, TyT XKe

BEIIIIE]I BIIEPE:

— l'ocymaps, BB HETIPABUIIBHO MOHSIH Moero oTija! Korma Bo IBOpIle pacIpOCTPaHUIUCE CITYXH O
Balei 60J1e3HH, OH, OECIIOKOSICh, XOTEJI HABECTUTh Bac, HO BOPOTA ABOPIA OBIIH IIJIOTHO
3a0/I0KMPOBAHHI TIOObMHU U3 PE3UAEHIMY TOCyJapeBa TecTs. ITO OBIIO TaK HEOOBIYHO, YTO OH,
00€eCIIOKOEeHHBIN, BOPBAJICS BO IBOpeIr!

OH onycTuics Ha KOJIEHU U YMOJIAI:
— IIpomry Bac, mpoctute ero!
WMmnepaTtop TAKeNo AblIal, 3aKphIB INla3a, CJI0BHO TEPIIS OTPOMHYIO 00JIb.

— Pe3upgenmusa rocygapeBa TeCTs OXpaHsja BOPOTa ABOPIAa KMEHHO IIOTOMY, YTO OIlacajach, 4YTO
KH$3b JIU OoNBITAeTCs 3aXBAaTUTh BJIACTh!

HWMnepartpulla KpUKHYJIa:

— TonpKO 4TO KHA3b JIU TOBOPUJI, UTO OH YHAC/IEOyeT TPOH, BCe 3TO Ciblanu! A Tereps OH
00BUHSIET MeHs?!

JIr FOaHBKYHB YKPaaKOU B3TJIAHYJ Ha KH34 JIU, ¥ B TOT K€ MUT B €r0 I'0JIOBE IPOHECIIUCH
OecunclieHHBEIE MBICITH, HO 13-3a Xa0Ca OH HUYEeTo He CMOT YXBaTUTh.

— Crapuu#t 6par, ... IeUCTBUTENbHO 6eCIIOKOMICS 0 Te0e, T03TOMY IIOIIesT Ha TaKOo IIar, — CyXo
CKa3aJl OH.
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