CTpa}KHI/IK BEITJIAHYII ¥, YBUEB €TI0 CUOAIINM Ha MaJIEHBKOM CTYJi€ B O2KMOaHWH, II0OKa IIPpOaaBe1]
3aBEPHET JIEIIEeIIKHU, TYT K€ YCIIOKOUJIICH.

Crnepnytomui MpoxXoxKui, HeCsI B PyKaX CBEPTOK, IMOMOIIeN K CTPaXHUKY. TOT HaXMyPUJICS U PSIBKHY:
— Pa3Baxu, nnposepseM!

B naBke c nemnemkamMy IIpofaBel], 3aBePHYB IIOJIHBIN ITAKeT, C YILI0K0M 00epHYIICS.

[TokymaTens, CUAEBIINN 3a €T0 CIIMHOM, ucue3s!

[TpomaBels orysifiesicst IO CTOPOHAM, HO HUTEe He YBUOEN IT0X0XKero yejgoBeka. [1ogoiis K CTOTy, OH
TIOJIOXKHUIT Ty[la Kycouek cepebpa, a psiioM, CMOYHB Ia/IbIlbl B Yae, HallKicanl HECKOJIbKO HeporTudoB:
«3BHHUTE, OCTABbTE 37E€Ch».

[TpomaBel] CHOBa OCMOTPEIICS, HO HUKOTO He Halllel.
MoxerT, TOT noles KyIouTh YTO-TO elle?

C TaKMMHU MBICJISIMHM OH OCTABWJI JIETIEIIIKK Ha CTOJIe U, MOBOJIbHEIH, yOpan cepebpo, KOTopoe
PaBHSIIIOCH €0 IOJIYMECSYHOMY 3apaboTKy.

Moropmoy 4enoBeK HaHsI II0BO3KY, He Ha3BaB KOHKPETHOI0 MeCTa Ha3HauyeHUs, U JIUIIb CKa3al:
— IloxkamnyiicTta, Ha ynuuy ['aHbTUH.

— A B Kako¥ UMEHHO IOM? — CIIPOCHUII U3BO3YHK.

Momnopoii 4enoBeK yIBIOHYICS:

— IIpocTo BEICAmuTE MEHS Ha IIepPEKPECTKE.

Ero cmokoiiHoe u IIPUBETIINBOE ITOBEOEHNE CIIOBHO OKYTaJI0O KU3BO34YHUKaA TEIIJIOM, X TOT, HE 3aJaBad
JINITHUX BOIIPOCOB, IIPHUHAJL 3aKaa3.

Moopmoy 4enoBeK Cell B ITIOBO3KY.
BHyTpu 0OHa He OblJTa POCKOIIHOM, HO 3aTO YHUCTOM.
OH MoOJi4a yCTPOUJICA Ha CUEHbE U TYT JKe CHSJI IIepYaTKy C JIEBOU PYKH.

9T0 OBITa Ta caMasi pyKa, YTO JepzKaja IMOBOObs. [1pu GauKaiIieM pacCMOTPEHUH MOXKHO OBITIO
3aMETHUTh, YTO HUKHSIS JACTh TepYaTKK ObLIa MPOMUTAHA TOTOM, OCTABUB T'TyOOKUH CIIE,.

On dKKYPATHO CHAJI IIEPYATKY U B3TJIAHYJI HA TPEIIXHY Ha IIaJIbIe.

3aTeM, CKaB 3allsICThe, OH ITO3BOJIMII KpPOBU MEOJIEHHO TE€Ybh, YTOOHI Ha BpeMs IIPUTYIIUTDH 00711b, U
TOJIBKO ITIOCJI€ 3TOT'0 Me[JJIEHHO BEIJOXHYII.

He6o OBLIIO ele TEMHBIM, HO PACCBET y2Ke MPUOIIHKATICH.
TyCKIIbIH CBET eBa CAePKUBAJ BOCXOMSIIEe CONHIIE.

KpaCHbIe CTEHEI Y 3€JIeHasd 4Yepellnlla Ka3aJIMCh Ha METP BEIIIIE, YEM OG]’::I‘-IHO, BMECTe 3aropaxmupas
CBeT.



— Orer, TH AEUCTBUTEILHO PEIIXI TONTH IPOTUB HebOec? — cephe3Ho crpocunt JIu F0aHbKyHB. — TH
YBEPEH B 3TOM?

Kusa3se JIn B3TJIAHYII Ha PYKY, CXBATUBIIYIO €0 3d PYKaB, 3aTEM IIOOHAJ I''la3d Ha HAIIPA2KEeHHO€ JIMI0
ChbIHQ, U B €TI0 Cepane CMellaJInCh IIPOTUBOPEYUBLEIE YYBCTBA.

— ...Ts1 GoneH? — crpocui KH3b JIu.
JIu FOaHBKYHB IIOAYMaJI, YTO OCJIBIIIAJICS, ¥ C HEIOYMEeHuEeM 6e33ByYHO TPOU3HEC:
—A?

— Ecnu GoneH, unu ne4yuch, He HECH YeIyXH, — CKa3asl KH3b JIu, TOHU3UB I'0JI0C ¥ PE3KO NEPHYB
pykaB. — T®l BUIMILID STUX JIt0fei? ['010Ba reHepasia BCe ellle BajsieTcs B 3ane! Pa3 BEIyCTuB
CTpeiy, Ha3a[ ee He BepHellb! O 4yeM THl MEHS CIIpallnuBaels?!

— 970 Tebe HyKHO nogyMaTth! — oTpyran ero kusa3b JIu. — [Ipotus HeOec? f u ects Hebeca! ITocne
CETONHSIIHET0 NHA 5 CTaHy uMmepaTopoM! A Thl — HacJIeOHbIM IPUHILIEM!

— Ecnu He molienib Co MHOM, MECTO HaclielHUKa focTaHeTcs apyromy! ITomymaii 06 aTom!
KHus3p JIu pa3BepHYJICS U yiIes, He AaB ChIHY BpeMEeHU Ha pa3MBIIIIeHU .

JIn FOaHbKYHbD, TS Ha ero 0e3yMHYIO CIIMHY, YYBCTBOBaJI ce051 HEYBEPEHHO U OYeHb TPEBOXKHO.
OH B310XHYJI, COOpAJICS C OYXOM U IOCIENIN 3a KHs3eM JIu, KOTOPHIH 11T OBICTPHIM IIaroM.
Tuxve OBOPLIOBHIE aJlfied MOCTEeNeHHO HAMlOJIHUIUCH IIIYMOM.

Kus3b JIu, Bepst 3a c000# MHOXKECTBO CTPaXKHUKOB, Boles yepe3 cinabo oxpaHseMblil 60KOBOM BXOf,
n30exkaB YCUIIEHHOM oXpaHbl MIIepaToOpCcKOTro KaOWHEeTa, ¥ CTOJIKHYJICS C BOMCKAMU Pe3UIeHITNN
rocymapeBa TecTs B 3aJjie YCePIHOTO IPaBIeHuUs.

[IBOpel] MTHOBEHHO B30PBAJICS Xa0COM.

HauwuHzas ¢ 3aa yCepoHOTo MIPaBIeHKs], KPUKH, IPHU3LIBHL O TIOMOIITH ¥ 3BYKK KPOBH, BEIPEIBAOIIEHCS
U3 TeJl, IOCTENEeHHO PAaCIPOCTPAHUIIUCH 110 BCEMY UMIIEPATOPCKOMY [BOPIIY.

X0oT4g B pe3ugeHnuy rocygapeBa TeCTs OBLIIO HEMAJIO CTPAaXKHUKOB, OOJIBITUHCTBO M3 HUX OBLIK
OXpaHHHKAaMH, HE TaKMMH, KaK JINYHAA aPMUA KHA3A JIn, Toe Kaxablid yoap OBLT CMEPTEJIbHBIM.

T'ocomus T'o, B criemke mepe6poCul CTpaXHUKOB C BOPOT ¥ MiMmepaTopckoro KabuHeTa Ha 3TO
MecCTO.

OmHaKO Pe3umeHITHs rocyapeBa TeCTs, IOIYYHUBIIas MPHUKa3 UMIEPATPHUIEI BPEMEHHO OXPaHSITh
IBOPEI], OKa3ajach IIJI0X0 MMOATOTOBIEHHOM K TAKOMY Pa3BUTHIO COOBITHI. Boma GbIyIa CITUIIKOM
MayeKo, YTOOH MOTYIIKUTD IOXKap.

Kus3se Jlu, yBepeHHBIN B To6efie, HEKOTOPOe BpeMs HabIioma 3a MPOUCXOSIITNM, JIMYHO YOUIT ABYX
YeJl0BeK, ¥ ero XkKaxja KPOBU TOJIbKO YCHIIHIIACH.

MarneHbKUM €BHYX BbIO€XKaJ K HEMY:

— Baime BEICOYECTBO, MMIIEPATOPA HET B 3ajie yCEPOHOTO ITPAaBJIeHHUS.



Kus13b JIu Opocum Ha HETO CEPOUTHIN B3TJISIT, ¥ €BHYX ITOCIIEIINT UCIIPaBUThCS:

— l'ocynmaps, mporty Bac OTIPaBUTHCS BO OBOpPeEL M3yMpynHOU IPOxX/Iafgbl U apecToBaTh 3100eHKYy!
Kus3b JIu ynoBIEeTBOPEHHO YIIBIOHYIICS.

OH ellle HEKOTOPOE BPeMsI C HaclaxkmeHreM HaOIoma 3a KpoBaBol OOMHEH.

KOMaHJII/Ip SNIMTHBIX BOMCK KHA34 JIu MMomoIen K HeMy, nepzxKa MeyY, U, CJIOKUB PYKH B 3HAK
IIPUBETCTBHUA, CKa3all:

— IMopkpelneHne pe3uaeHINY ToCcyIapeBa TeCTs IpuObBaeT. 50I0Ch, YTO BE MOXKETe IIOCTPaaTh,
IIPOIITY BaC BPEMEHHO OTCTYIIUTE.

Kus3p JIu KUBHYIL.

OcTaBuB OOJIBIIYIO YaCTh JIIOAEH, YTOOB CAepKUBAThH IPOTUBHUKA, OH C HEOOIBIION IPYITION
OTIIpaBUJICA BO gBopel U3yMpyoHOU MPOXJIambl.

EBHYX, KOTOPHIN BeJI X, OPOCUIT BEAPO, KOTOPOe HeC B pyKax, U MOIIeN PAOOM ¢ KHs3eM JIu.
— Tl yBepEH, YTO rocyfapbh HaXOOUTCS BO iBOpLe M3yMpyaHOi Mpoxiafbl? — CIPOCUT KHS3b JIu.

— CoBepIIIeHHO YBepeH, 1 OH 663 CO3HaHUS, BPS/ JIU IEPEKUBET CETOTHSAIIHUN IeHb, — OTBETUI
€BHYX.

Kua3sp JIu ynoBneTBOPEHHO 3aCMessic:

— Tsl mogMeTan CTyIeH! AeCATh JIET, U CETOOHS TBOU TPYH HaKOHEL OKYIIUJICS.
EBHyX He CMOT cepXkKaTh yJIbIOKHU:

— Bcé 6maromapst Bame# MUIOCTH!

JIuno xkHa35 JIu ObIJI0 UCKAXKEHO XKYTKOM 1 6€3yMHOM YIEIOKO#, a B Ir1a3ax ropejia yBEpeHHOCTh B
nobere.

Hakownelr ouu mobpanuck [0 aBopiia U3yMpymHOU TpOXIagHL.
HWMnepartpulia, yCIbIlIaB LIyM CHAPYXKH, CXKaJjla Iaiblbl B Kylak.

Hu ogvH 13 mocnaHHBIX €10 €eBHYX0B He BEPHYJICS, U OHa, Ka3aloCh, yX&Ke MOHJa, YTO CerOgHS
IIPOX30UET HEUYTO BaKHOE.

— Hy xak? — ¢ TpeBoroii cupocusia UMIepaTPHUIa.
Croit Y20 BBITED TIOT, KOTOPBIN CTAHOBUJICS BCE 3aMeTHEe, U TOMHSI I'Ia3a Ha MMIIepaTpHILy.
B ero B3risiie YUTaIKCh TAHKWKA, CTPAX U CMITEHUE.

— Opranu3smM rocynaps 4 Tak Obls1 ocnabiieH, a U3-3a CUIBHBIX JIEKAPCTB, KOTOPHIE OH IIPUHUMAJ B
TIOCTIeHUE THU, TPOU30IIIIO0 CTONKHOBEHUE BO30YKAEHHOM KPOBU U JIEKAPCTBEHHBIX CHUJI, YTO
IIPUBEJIO K TIOTEPE CO3HAHUA...

— CKaXu, 4TO HyXKHO JieNlaTh, — MpepBajla ero uMIepaTpuIia.



— ...OH He CMOXeT IpUMTHU B ce0st cpa3y, — MemieHHO 00bsicHun Ciort Yk0. — ECTh elle oguH
croco0: HamaBuTh Ha Touku FOHI0aHb, Cynsio u IlIuiz3uH. Bo3M0OXKHO, 3TO ITOMOXKET eMy OYHYThCS.

— IMTouemy THI KOnEONEIbCSA? — CIIpocuia oHa. — ECTh m0O04YHEIE 9(PHEKTHI?

— IIa, — ronoc Cro#t Yk0 cTal eme Tuile. — EcIyu HaJaBUTh CIUIIKOM CHJIBHO, 9TO MOXKET BHI3BATh
CTONMKHOBEHME MTOTOKOB KPOBU MJIM BO3MYILIEHNUE 11 B TPY[U, ¥ TOCYAaph... MTHOBEHHO CKOHYAETCS.

[laxxe uMmepaTpulia He CMOTJIa HUUEro CKa3aTk.

Omna nocMmotpena Ha Yxkao YxkyHa.

ToT omycTum ronoBy, CI0BHO COTJIaIlasiCh.

— Jlekapb YKao, BH 3HAeTE COCTOSTHUE TOCyaaps, monpodyeTe? — CIIPOCHUIa UMIIepaTPHUIIA.
Yxkao YXKyH no-IpexHeMy CMOTPeJI BHU3 U, YCJIBIIIAB 3TO, B3LOXHYIL:

— ¢ He ocMenIoCh PUCKOBATh. ITOT METOJ CJIUIIKOM OTIaCeH, OMUH HEBEPHBHIH 1Iar — U BCE OymeT
TIOTEPSHO.

IBoper M3ymMpymHO¥M MPOXIadbl TOXKE HATIOIHUIICS IITyMOM. MMIepaTpuiia, IMIsOs Ha MeJIbKarolre
TEHHU 3a OKHOM, [TI0YYBCTBOBaJla, KakK Cepille yIaso B JIEASHYIO IPOIacThb, ¥ He CMOTJIa CAepXkaTh
IPOXKb.

B 3TOT MOMEHT CHapyXu pa3fajics UCIYTraHHBIM KPUK CIIyXKaHKU:
— l'ocymapeias!

WMmepaTpuila B3OPOTHYJIa OT 3TOTO I'0jI0Ca, MTHOBEHHO OYHYJIAcCh ¥ TocMoTpesna Ha YsH FOHs. Ta
Cpa3y Xke TOMOIIIA K IBEepH:

— YT0 Ccnny4unocs?
C rpoxoToM OBeph CHaPYKM PE3KO paclaxHynlach BHYTPL!

Ysu OHB He ycnesa yBepHYThCS, OblIa 0TOpOIIeHa Ha HECKOJIBKO IIaroB U yIasa Ha II0JI, TAKeJo
OBIIIA.

Bowenmuii ornspen KOMHATY U YCMEXHYIICS:

— HesecTka?

WmMmepaTtpuiia ycTaBUIach Ha HETO, U €€ TYOBI ClIeTKa MPUOTKPHIIKCH:
— INoyemy KHA3b JIU Tak pa30yieBancs?

— KoneuHo, 4TOOBI CXBAaTUTh MITEXKHHUKOB, — 3JI0Bellle CKa3as KH3b JIu. — HeBecTka nmpukasana
MepmuuuHCKOM majiaTe yOUTh TOCyHaps ¥ 3aBilafieTh TPOHOM. ...

OH coenan nay3y 1 6pOCHII UMIIepaTPHULE TOBUTYIO YIILIOKY:
— 4 mpuen apectoBaTh TEOS.

— MsarexuukoB? Kus3b JIu roBOpUT 0 cebe? — KpUKHYJIa UMIIepaTpuIia.



— HeBecTka 3HaeT IpaBmy.

— Ceiiuac rocymaps JIeKUT Ha CMEPTHOM Ofipe, HacJIeHbIM IIPUHI] 0 CUX ITOP He BEPHYJICS, a KHA3b
JIu yKe TOpOMUTCSA BOUTHU BO ABOPeL ¢ BoickaMu! UTo OH gymaet o 3akoHe?! O rocymape...

— 3aKOH — 3TO 3aKOH ceMbu JIu! — pe3Ko mpepBas ee KHA3b JIK, CTUCHYB 3y0rl. — Kak TOIbKO
cTapuIui 6paT 3a0osie;, HeBeCTKa Cpa3y e BhI3Bajla HaCJIeJHOT0 IPUHIla 00paTHO B CTOJUILY, a
BOpOTa [IBOpIa, MiMepaTopckuit KaOMHET U 3aJ1 YCEPIHOTO IIPaBIeHNUs 3all0JTHUINCh JIIOIbMU U3 ee
ceMbH. ECITi THI TOBOPHIIIL, YTO y T€OST HET 37I0I0 YMEBICTIA, ST He BEPIO HU €UHOMY CJIOBY!

CBeT paccBeTa mpobuBasiCsi CKBO3b OKHA, OCBelllasi MeJjIeHHO MapsIyio MbLb.
OT SIPKOT0 CBETA BCE MPUIIYPUITHCH.
Cpenu xaoca KHs3b JIU ¥ UMIIepaTPHIla CTOSIM APYT MPOTHUB APYra, He YCTyIas HY Ha Iuar.

B He3aMeTHOM yTly MaJleHbKUY €BHYX, HU3KO HAIBUHYB IIAMNKY, OECIIyMHO ITPOCKOIB3HY I BO
BHYTPEHHUE TTOKOH.

VimmepaTop yiekas Ha KpOBaTU HEMOMBUXKHO, €ero AbixaHue OBIJI0 MeiJIeHHBIM U 3aTPYOHEHHBIM, 4yTh
rpomye, 4YeM 3BYK 0a00YKH, CafsIeics: Ha IIBETOK.

EBHyX OBICTPO OTKPHITI EMY BEKH, 3aT€M 3arjgHysl B POT.

3aTeM OH CXBATHUJI PYKY IIOA OHEesJIOM U IIPHUKaJ TPHU Majblia K 3alsICThIO.

3a mUPMOUN DOHOCUIIUCH TrOjIoca.

— HacnepHbll IPUHI] He BEPHYJICSI? — YCMeXHYJICA KHA3b JIu. — OH He BEpHeTCH.

OH ocMoTpen Ha UMIepaTpully, B rila3aXx KOTOPOU YATAIUCh HEJOYMEHUE U SIPOCTh, U CKa3all:

— Ecnu 6bI HaceqHBINM MPUHIL OBIT XKUB, TPOH, KOHEYHO, He JocTascs Obl MHe. Ho Hac/TeIHBIN ITPUHI]
MEpTB, y cTapinero 6pata HeT HAaCJIEOHUKOB, U s, KaK e JUHCTBEHHBIN MTPeICTaBUTeNh ceMbH JIH,
3aKOHHO IIPMHUMAIO0 Ha ce0s BJIacTh Hafl OTPOMHON HMIIEPHEl U ee HapomoM!
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