Kus3s Jlu, npuns B ce0s1, MTHOBEHHO 00pesl CUJIHL.

C TsKensM ObIXaHHUEM, OIMAPasiCh Ha COIIPOBOXKAAIOIINX, OH ITOCIIEOO0BAN 3d €EBHYXO0M, 00BSIBUBIINM
YKa3, U C APOCThIO HAIIPAaBUJICA BO OBOPEII.

HacrnenHbIl TPUHI], KOTOPHIH [0IKEH ObIJT OTIIPABUTHCS Ha 10T, BHE3AITHO BEPHYJICS ¥ 00PYIINUII CBOX
THeB Ha MUHUCTEPCTBO HaKa3aHUM.

MHO0XKeCTBO T'JIa3 YNHOBHUKOB U II€H30POB, CKPHITHIX WIU SBHAIX, IPUCTATLHO CIIENUIN 3a HUM.
Hakowel, mpegcTaBuics yoOOHBIN CITydal.
EnBa oH npuObT B MUHUCTEPCTBO HaKa3aHUM, KakK yXKe Hayalld M1ucaTh 0OBUHUTEIIbHEIE TOKIAMIHL.

K ToMy MOMEHTY, KaK OH IIOKUHYJI MUHHUCTEPCTBO, MOKJIafbl OBIJIA YK€ TOTOBH U ITepegaHbl
MMIIePaTopy.

['HeB uMnepaTopa OBIJT HEOMHUCYEM.

WmnepaTtop cupen Ha TPOHE, OUPAsiCh JJOKTEM Ha CTOJI, IPUKUMas NOKJIafbl, ¥ €T0 BUCKU
IyJILCUPOBAJIH.

— Ilo30BuTe ClOfa HaClIEegHOro IpuHIla! — OH 3aKphIBajl 3aTyMaHEHHEIE I'7la3a, C TPYAOM IIEPEBOAS
nyx. — IIpuBegute ero ko Mue!

Hacnenubii IpUHI KaK pa3 HaIpaBIIAICA BO ABOpPeL.
OH CTONKHYJICS C €BHYXOM, KOTOPHIX BHILLIEN €r0 BCTPEeYaTh.
EBHYX IIOCIIEIIHO MTOCIeioBal 3a HUM B MiMIepaTopcKui KabuHeT.

— Barrre BEICOYECTBO, He CIIOPbTE C TOCYAapeM, OH B BEJIMKOM I'HeBe! — CKa3alsl eBHYX, He
OCTaHaBIMBASCH U TSKEJO [AbllIa. — f OTIPaBIIOCh 3a UMIIEPATPHUIIEN, CKOPO BEPHYCH!

— He HyXHO, — XOJIOIHO OTBETHJI HAC/IEHBIN TPUHII.

EBHyx 3akomebarncs.

HacnenHrIl IpuHL, TISAS OIPSMO Iepen co00l, paBHOAYIIHO 100aBUII:

— Ecnu umnepatpuiia y3HaeT X0Ts Obl CJI0OBO, CETOOHS Xe 5 cJloMalo Tebe HOTHU.
EBHYX CIIOTKHYJICSI, €[IBa He yIaB.

— [lla, ga, 1 nousan!

VimnepaTopckuii KaOuHET ObLT yKe 0IU3KO.

IIBepb OblTa OTKPHITA, OKKUIAs HACJIEOHOTO TPUHIIA.

C nuiuoM, MOJHEIM PEUIMMOCTH, OH BOIIEJ BHYTDb.

EnBa mepecTynus nopor, eMy B JIUIO [IOJIETEIN JOKIans!

B rHeBe uMImepaTop IIBHIPHYJI B HETO BCE, YTO OBIIO ITOJ PYKOM, M KPUKHYII:



— Ecnu TH He x04elb OBITh HACJIEMHBEIM IIPUHIIEM, TO HE Oyab uM!

['HeB uMnepaTopa OBIJI CTOMIh BEJIUK, YTO BCEe IIPUCYTCTBYIOIINE yIIaay Ha I0JI, ApoXkKa, U YMOJISIIN:
— locynmaps, ycnokouTecs!

— l'ocynaps, 6eperute cebs!

IoKnaabl pa3fieTaauch BO BCe CTOPOHEI, CJIOBHO IMCThS Ha BETPY.

HacnenHbIM TPUHI] HE YKITOHSIJICS, IPUHSB Ha ce0st BeCh I'HEB.

Ero TBepmwlit B3TISAM BCTPETHUIICS C Tlla3aMU UMIIepaTopa, ¥ oH 0e3 KojebaHu cKal3an:

— YV MeH$ eCTh 4TO CKa3aTk.

OH cTOsN1 y ABEPHU, BeIIepKUBas faBleHNUe, CJIOBHO MOJIOJOM U CUJIbHBIY JIEB, TOTOBBIM K aTake.

Kak meu, yKe BHIHYTHIY U3 HOXKEH, JIUIIH CJIeTKa IPUKPHITHIY POCKOUTHON TKAHbIO, OH U3JIydan
XOJIOOHBIY 071eCK, CIIOCOOHBIN BHYIIUTH CTPaX.

Kusa3p JIu BoIien Bo gBoper.

OH nnaya BoImesn B MMnepaTopckui KabuHeT.
[TepecTymnuB mopor, OH 6POCHUIICS Ha IIOJI, PhIOA:

— IIpomury, OpaT, 3alUTH MeHs!

HWMnepaTop OPUKPHLUT POT ¥ KAIIISHY:

— BcTanb 4 roBopH.

Kusa3p JIu He BCTan, IpoaoKas MiaakKaTh U XKaloBaThCA:

— 4 Ben {meno, a HacleOHBIN MIPHHI] BHE3AITHO BOPBAJICs, YOUI CTpakHUKA, 0CBOOOMMII
II0JT03PEBAEMOTO U YyTh He yOum MeHs!

OH ppozxkallell pyKoH yKa3asl Ha BEIPBAHHBIN KJIOK BOJIOC Ha BUCKE U KPOBB Ha IIIEKe.

— HacnepHbii TpUHI[ HApyIIaeT 3aKOHEI, TPEe3UPAET BIACTh, TYOUT XKu3Hu! — KHg3b JIu ogHUM
MaxoM OOBUHWII HaCJIETHOTO IIPUHIIA B TPEX TAKKUX IIPECTYIINIEHUAX. — ['7ie XKe yBaxKeHUe K BIIaCTU
rocymaps? K sapony? K Hacnenuro npegkos?!

3aKOHYUB, OH ITOMHSI JIUIT0, IIOKPHITOE ClIe3aMM M COIISIMH, U C 00U ITOCMOTPENT Ha UMIIepaTopa.

HGCMOTpﬂ Ha CBOH BO3pacCT U IIOJIHOTY, OH BREITJIAOE]I MOJIO2K€E CBOUX JIET, HO BCE XK€ OBLT yXe
IMO2KHUJIBIM My}KqHHOﬁ.

EBHyxH, CTOSIIVE Y IBEPEN, €[lBa COEPXKUBAJIA CMEX.
HWmmepaTop ke He BEPa3nI HUKAaKOr0 MHEHHUS.

— Bbpat! — Kua3b JIu npoposnxkan peigaTh. — f BCed OyIIOU CIIyXKY BaM, a HaCJIeNHBIA TPUHII
IIOCTOSSHHO MHe MelllaeT, KaK e MHe OBITh?!



— BcraHb ¥ TOBOPH, — Ha 3TOT pa3 TOJI0C UMIIEPATOPa CTajl CTPoxke. — [IpuHecuTe CTyl.
['MaBHBIY €BHYX JIMYHO IMIPUHEC CTYJ U MTOCTABUII ET0 PSIOM.

Kus13pb JIu, 6BICTPO cO00pa3uB, ITO3BOIUII CE0S TIOIHSATH M OCTOPOIKHO Cel.

Kak TOIBKO OH yCeJIicsi, IMIIepaTop yKasall Ha JOKJafd Ha CTOJIe.

Kusa3se JIu BBITAHYIJI II€I0 U YBUEJI, YTO 3TO OBLIT JOKJIIaa IIOMOIIHKNKa MUHHUCTPA O 6bICTpOM
paccCiienpoBaHUU IIOKYINIEHUA B OXOTHUYBUX YyTOObsAX.

— B ToT meHb s oTmpaBuiics Bo [IBoper qobpomeTenu U O1aroHpaBusi, YTOOR TUYHO HOIPOCHUTH
HanoxHuny Iy, — MenyieHHO cKa3ajl UMIIepaTop, CJIOBHO peys Ijia 0 4eM-To 6ose3neHHOM. — OHa
OTpPHIlAJia CBOIO MPUYACTHOCTR.

Kus3p JIu mocMoTpen Ha [OoKiaf, 3aTeM Ha UMIIepaTopa, U CHOBA OIyCTHUJICS Ha KOJIEHH.
— Bpart, Bl JOMIKHEI TOHUMATh, yOUiilla HUKOTIA He IPU3HAETCS B CONeTHHOM!

— BepHo, — uMIepaTop OImepcs roj0BOM Ha PYKY, MONHLBIHM nevyanu. — Ho xoTa Hanoxuuua Iy Gbina
CBOEHPABHOM U BJIACTHOM, OHa He Oblla 3710 U He crtocoOHa Ha yOuicTBO, TeM 0oJjiee Ha MOKYIIeHUe
Ha HaCJIeOHOro IpHUHIA. {1 3Halo ee.

Hanoxuuna Iy yke yMepia, ¥ UMIIEpaTOp BCIIOMUHAI TOJIHKO XOPOIIIee.

— Jlaxe ecnu oHa xoTesa pefeHKa, 3TO MOHATHO, — Ko6aBuI 0H. — KTO BO IBOpIIE HE XOUeT
pebenka?

— 4 ToXe X04y, — CKa3aJ OH.
— f Xouy... — IOBTOPUJI OH.
— Ho...

,HYMaH 00 9TOM, BEJTUKHI HMIIEpPaTOop, Ka3aJloOCh, BCIIOMHHAII O HEJaBHO YMepLHefI XKEeHIINHEe U
peGeHKe, U B €r0 I'Jia3aX IIOABUIIaCh ObIMKaA.

— ...51 He CMOT UX COXPaHUTE.

OH NpUBHIK K ITOTEPSIM Ha 11ojie 005 ¥ B 3ajiaX BJIaCTH, HO ceidac OBIJI IPOCTO YEJI0BEKOM.
YenmoBeKOM, KOTOPHIM TOJIBKO YTO IOTePSIyI KEHITNHY U pebeHKa.

Iaxe ecny XeHIUH Y HET0 MHOTO, a peOeHOK ellle He POTUICS.

Ho cBg3b KPOBHHIX y3 Hayasa GOpMUPOBATLCS C MOMEHTA, KOT/la OH y3Hasl 0 0epeMeHHOCTH.

I 1s1 uMIIepaTopa, Y KOTOPOTO OBIIO MaJio AeTel, TPU Mecsia ObII0 JOCTATOYHO, YTOOB PAa3BUThH
OTIIOBCKHE YyBCTBaA.

Kua3sp JIu Monya ciywar, He pellasicb BCTaBUTh CJI0BO.
Hanoxuuna Illy ymeprna, 1 uMmmepaTop OB B IIeYay.

Ceiiuac roBopuTh 0 youiitie Ob1JI0 ObI KaK BOH3UTh HOXK B €T0 CEpAIIE.



Bce cnyru Bokpyr uMmmnepatopa Oblid KpaiiHe TPOHUIATETbHEL.
B TuimmHe nevanb ©MIepaTopa IPoHoIKalia pacT, ¥ BOKPYT CHOBA OMYCTUIIUCEH Ha KOJIEHH.
CnycTsi HEKOTOPOE BpeMs UMIIepaTop HaKOHel coOpasics C CUIaMHu.

OH cHOBa CTaJl TeM BEICOKOMEPHBIM, CIIOKOMHBIM UMIIEPATOPOM, KOTOPEIM qyMa TOJIBKO O
rOCyNapCTBEHHBIX Jeflax.

OH CHST JOK/aM, OTKPBIBAs OPYTOH, JIeXKAIIWH IO HUM.
B3siB ero B pyKH, OH ¢ 60/IbI0 ¥ pa304YapoBaHUEM YHOAPUII UM II0 CTOJTY.

— V6wuiina 6bIT U3 TBOETO I0MA, HO Ha HeM ObUIM HaWeHH IleHHbIe Bely U3 aBopia. [1o 1oruke, u
THI, ¥ HanoxHutla Iy — nmogo3peBaeMele. ..

— OTO0 TOYHO He 1! — KH3b JIu cpaldy XKe 3aKpryall, yTBepkKaas CBOX0 HEBUHOBHOCTb.
HWMnepaTop NOOHSAN PYKY, yCIIOKauBas ero:

— Ceityac Hanoxuwuia Iy yxke MepTBa, a eAUHCTBEHHEIN cBUmeTeNb, CyH UyHBI3UH, THI XOTE
yOUTH, 3710yIIOTPEOIISIS BIacThio!

— Kua3p JIu, — cupocun uMnepatop. — YTo TH 3agyman?

STOT BOmpocC OBIJI He TOJIBKO O 3aIIuTe YOMUIEl, HO M 0 BO3MOXKHOM y4acTUU B yOUNCTBE HACIIEeIHOTO
IpPUHIIA.

KHus3p JIu, gonroe BpeMs CIyKUBILINY UMIIEPATOPY, OHSJ CKPBITEIA CMBICIT:
Bo3M0XkHO, THI TaKXKe IIpAYaCTeH K CMEPTH HaOXKHUIE [Ily.

Hanoxuuna Iy Griyta 6epeMeHHOM, ¥ 3TO Kacaloch UMIIEpPaTOPCKOT0 ITOTOMCTRA.
B03M0XHO0, MasI0YMCIEHHOCTh UMIIEPATOPCKOU CEMbY TakKXkKe TBOS 3aciyra!
[Tomo3penus uMiepaTopa ObIIM CMEPTENIBHO OTTACHHI.

Ku4a3p JIu He MOr He 3amjakaTh!

OH COCKOJIb3HYII CO CTyJa, yIIall Ha MOJI U IIOI0JI3 BIeped, phiaas:

— Knsanyco HebGoM u 3eMiieli, 3To He 51! 4 Bcerma ObUT BEpEH U HUKOTTIa He IepecTyIaj I'PaHullb!
9T0... 9T0... 0 HEOO...

OH nnakan ropbko, HO UMIIEpaTop He oOpalilaa Ha 9TO BHUMAHUS.
Kasanocs, uTo nmoboe ynoMrHaHue 0 HanoxkHuile Iy BEI3EIBaNO y HEro 60JIb.

— B TOT eHb... — uMmepaTop riy00KO B3TOXHYJI, €T0 JIUI0 HATIOJTHUIIOCh CKOPOBIO, M CJI€3bI CHOBA
TIOSIBUJIACH B I'JIa3aX. — MHe He CJIefoBaJIo JONpaIInBaTh €e, OHa PaCCTPOUIACh, U 3TO IIOBPERUIIO
pebeHKy. OTO MOSI BUHA.

— f menCTBUTENBHO COXKaJjlelo, — CKa3all OH, IIOIHbLIN pacKasHHU.



CkasaB 3T0, OH HayaJl CHJIbHO Kalll/ISATh, ¥ TJIABHBEIM €BHYX ITOIHEC BOLY, YTOOB CMOYUTEL €TI0 TOPJIO.
Kalienb HaKOHEIl MPeKPaTUICH.

Kus3sp Jlu ycneinan, 4To UMIEPAToOp Hadal FOBOPUTH OT IIEPBOrO JIUIA U BEIPDA3UTI COXKalleHue.
Benr cnoBo uMnepaTopa — 3TO 3aKOH, ¥ OH HUKOI'TIa HE NOJIXKEH COXKaJleTs.

[axe ecnmu OH COBEPIIUT OMMOKY, KTO-TO IPYTOi MOHECET HaKa3aHUe.

Hu npu Kakux 00CTOATENBCTBAX OH HEe JOJIKEeH COXKaJleTh.

— Bpar... — Kus3b JIu nonsiTancs BHPa3uTh COUyBCTBUE. — [IpuMuTe Mou CO60I€3HOBAHUS. ..
HMnepaTop BEITEP CBOM 3aTyMaHEHHEIE IJIa3a.

OH cnabo MaxHyJ PyYKOH, CJIOBHO 3TO IIPOCTOE [BUKEHUE OTHSJO Y HETO BCEe CHUJIHL.

— 4 cnpamuBato Tebs, 3TO TH X0TeJ1 yOUTh HaCIeOHOTr0 IPUHIIA?

Kusa3p JIu sHepru4Ho moKadas roJI0BOMU:

— Her!

— A nekaps CyHa? — CIIPOCHUJ UMIIEPATOP. — ITO TH XOTeJ YyOUThL ero?

Kus13b JIu 0Ka3ascs B 3aTPyTHUTEIBHOM ITOJT0KeHuH. ECITH OH CKaXeT «Ia», 9TO BRI30BET
TIOMO3PEHMUs, eCIIA KHEeT», HeM3BECTHO, €CTh JIU Y UMIIEPATOPa 0KA3aTeNbCTBa, ¥ 9TO MOXKET OBITH
PHUCKOBAHHO.

OH Ha MTHOBeHUe 3aKoJie0ascs U 3aMoTydall.
Y aBTOpa €CTh YTO CKa3aTh: ?7??

Barra ¢anTasus Moria Obl IOPOJUTH 1eNTyi0 «XpPOHUKY rapeMa U porop» *v*
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