Xaub C10, TOKpPaCHEB, MPHCENT Ha KOPTOYKU U MOACTABUJI FOJI0BY OA MOOHATYIO PyKY JIuab Cro3TaHa,
XBOCT U30THYJICA BIlepen U jieT Ha XuBOT JIuHb CroaTaHa. OUylleH:sI 0T IPUKOCHOBEHUS OKa3alliuCh
ele MpUsITHee, YeM OH oxXwupaj. [Jaxke TaKo¥ yBepeHHBIN B cebe uenoBek, Kak JIunb Cio3TaH, He
CMOT cHepXKaTh JIETKOT0 PyMSHIA.

He mopmyMaiiTe mmoxoro, MpoCTO OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, KAaK BHYTPHU HETO MPOO0YKIAI0TCS HEUCTOBEIE
CHJIBI, @ BOBCE He M3-3a CMYIIEHUS.

He ymepxkaBIinch, OH II0Yecasl y OCHOBAHUS yxXa. MATKUN MeX TaM OBbIJ1 OYeHb YYBCTBUTENIBHLIM, U OT
3TOr0 IpUKOCHOBeHUs XaHb C10 B3OpOrHys BceM TejoM. OnHako JIuHb Cr03TaH caenas BUM, YTO
HUYEro He 3aMEeTHJI, COXPaHss CEPhe3HOE BhIpaKeHue NIHlla U MPOoJoXKasa HeXKHO YecaTh.

— I'e-renepan!

JIvap Cr03TaH OCTAHOBUJI PYKY U IIOCMOTPEN Ha Hero. XaHb CI0 OCTOPOXKHO CXBaTUJI €r0 IIajbLbl, ero
r7na3a ObIJIA BITaXKHBIMHU, TIOJTHBIMU MOJIEOB. OH BHITTISAE OQHOBPEMEHHO KaJIKO X MUJI0. B riasax
JInus CiosTaHa MeNIbKHYJI TEMHBINM OTOHEK, YTONKY T'y0 clleTKa MPUIOOHSINCE:

— M4rko, IpusaTHO.
Ero Takas OTKpOBEHHOCTH 3acTaBujia XaHb CI0 CMyTUTHCS, X OH HE CMOT €r0 YIPEKHYTh.

JIunb CroaTaH cam 1o cebe He OB MOXOTIHUBEIM, JaxkKe MOXKHO CKa3aTh, YTO OH OBITT BeChbMa CHepKaH.
X0oTs1 OH HaXOAMIICS B TOM BO3pacTe, KOT{la MyKUMHBI OOBIYHO IIOJIHH XKeJIaHUH, faXke Iepeq JTUIOM
KpacaBull, U3BECTHHIX HA BECh MUP, OH MOT OCTaBaThCsI HEBO3MYTHUMHBIM 1 HE CMOTPETh B UX CTOPOHY.
He To uT06H! OH OBLT HECTIOCOGEH, TPOCTO 3TO Ka3aI0Ch €My HEIPaBUIILHBIM.

Opnako, BIIEPBEI€ YBUOEB 3TOT'0 IOHOIMY, OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJI CTPAHHOE XKeJlaHKe ITIOOPAa3HUTE €T0.

KoHeuHO, mpekpacHble MOMEHTH BCerfia KOPOTKU. [Tocie cepbe3HOro morjaaxkuBaHus MymKuCTOTO
Xaub C1o, 0H C coxanieHneM Habinonan, Kak ToT yopas CBOU YIIU U XBOCT.

— l'enepai... 4To-T0 6ECIIOKOUT?

JInup Cio3TaH OYHYJICS U YBUAE 00eCIoKoeHHEIN B3rysan XaHb Cio. ETo cepfille CMSATYUIIOCE,
KOHEYHO, OH He MOT pacCKa3aTh 3TOMY HaBHOMY IOHOIIIE, YTO Pa3MBIIIJISI O TOM, KaK B CJIeAYIOIINI
pa3 HaUTH Ipeqsior, YToOb CHOBa IIOTPOTaTh ero NyIucThie YacTu. OH U3MEHUI TOH, CTaB
CephE3HBIM, U TTTyOOKO CKa3a:

— Pa3 ummneparop yzKe opBajl CO MHOM BCe OTHOIIEHUS, €CIIU 5 yMPY CETOIHS, BO3MOXKHO, 3TO
IIpUHECeT MHe XOpOoIIylo pemyTanuio. Ho s 60i0ck, 4TO OH, 6€CIIOKOSICh, UTO S OCTAJICS KUB, 10
BO3BPAIlIEHUY B CTOJIUIY CHOBA OKJIEBEIIeT MEHH.

Xaup C1o 3acMessics:

— FeHepaH, BHI CJIMIIKOM OecrokouTechk. Celyac, CKOpee BCero, UMIIepaTop JIE2KUT B CBO€EM ITaJlaTKe
¥ CTOHET OT OO0JIH. YJIap MeOBeOsi He TdK JIETKO IIEPEHEeCTH, YIUTEIBAsA YPDOBEHDb MECTHOU METIUITUHEI,
€ro IIpaBasi HOT'a HE CIlaC€Ha, 1, BOSMOXKHO, IOABATCA APYIru€ CUMIITOMEI.

JIuup Cr03TaH 3aropescs:
— IlpaBpga”?

— Koneuno! — Xans Cio0, crierka o0UeBIINCh Ha COMHEHUS, Haly Nl [eKu. — XOTS MHe



HOTpGﬁOBaHOCB MHOT'O BPEMEHH, YTOOHI BEIPACTUTH OEBATH XBOCTOB, HO, ITPO2KKUB CTOJIEKO JIET, A KO€-
YTO IMOHUMAI B MeOulIHE. XM, KpOMe MEH{, HUKTO B 3TOM MHP€E HEe CMOXKET CIIaCTH €ro HOTY.

JIuup Cr03TaH MPUILYPUIICST U TUXO CIIPOCHUI:
— IloyeMy Torga TOT Me[BeIb BHE3AITHO HAMaJl Ha UMIIepaTopa?

— ...Ha camom pgene, 3T0 M0s BUHA. YBUIEB MeOBels, I CHauasla IOMMaJl ee MeNBEeKOHKa, a II0TOM
paccChHIma ero mepcTh Ha UMIIepaTope. MegBeob-To CJEM, HO OH Cpa3y IMMOYYBCTBOBAJI 3allaXx CBOETO
IeTEeHHIIa Ha UMIIepaTope. MaTepUHCKUM MHCTUHKT: HA BaC OH OBIJT TPOCTO 3071, a Ha...

— A Ha TOTO, KTO, BO3MOXKHO, YKpaj ero pedeHKa, OH ObLT TOTOB HAIACTh 10 KOHIIA. ..
HeyguBuTenbHO, YTO MeaBeIb ObIT TAK SPOCTEH, IOIYYUB HECKOJIBKO PaH, HO BCE PABHO CTPEMHUJICS
youTh uMInepaTopa, — JIuab Cl09TaH B3JOXHYIIL.

Xanub Cio QrIpkHYT 1 6€33a60THO CKa3an:

— Yo THI! Te CTpPEJIbL Oblyi OECIIONIe3HEI, CIIMIITKOM TOHKKE U cjabkble, TOJIBKO YTO IIOIaId, KaK
3aCTPAIIA B €T0 XKEeCTKOU mepcTu. ThI BUIE, KaK OH OBILIT paHeH, HO Ha CaMOM [ejie 3TO HU4Yero He
3HAYHUIO. A BOT Te PaHEI, KOTOPLIE TEI HaHEC MEYO0M, Obly omacHbL. Ho moka TeI CIlall, g1 yXKe
BEITIEYHUII €T0, 1 MeIBE2KOHOK BOCCOEOUHHUIJICSA C MAaTEPERIO.

JInup Cio3TaH youBUIICS, TTIIAs Ha 6e33a00THYI0 yieIOKY XaHb Cio, ero cepflle CMSATYUIIOCE.
Xanb C10 BOpYT CKasa:

— JlagHo, MOsT pEIfa TOTOBA, FeHEepas, X0uelb Mompo06oBaTh? TONMBKO YTO OMMal, CBeXKasl.
OH yneIOHYICS.

JInue CrosTaH OblJT HeMHOTO 03afadeH. OH He 00U prIOHBIM 3amax, HO, BCIIOMHUB, YTO Iepel HUM
KOT-IEMOH, KOTOPHIN, ECTECTBEHHO, JIIOOUT PHIOY, C YIBIOKOHM B35 KycoueK. Prifa Oblyia ropsiuei,
MSITKON ¥ HeXKHOM, C KAaKMM-TO HEM3BECTHBIM COYCOM, ¥ OKa3ajach 04eHb BKYCHOM.

— Jra priba...

— Kak? BkycHo? — Xaub Cio Ipofosikuil. — B moMe 51 3aMeTus, 4To reHepan He 06Ut prily, HO,
€CJIY ee IPaBWIbHO IPUTOTOBUTH, TH 00513aTEILHO OJTIOOUIIB!

'naps Ha cephbe3HOe BhIpaXkeHue 0HOMM, JIuHb Ci09TaH YIBIOHYJICS, OTKYCHII ellle Pa3 U KUBHYIIL:
— Bkycno! Ouyens BKycHO!

Xanb Cio GBI B BOCTOPTe, €ro IIpeKpacHoe JIKII0 03apPUIIOCh YIRIOKOH, KOTopas B CBeTe KOCTpa
BRITTISIIE€NIa 0COOEHHO 0YapOBaTeNbHO.

JInup Clo3TaH MOYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK €ro Cepylle HalloJIHUIOCh TelioM. EMy BOPYT mOKa3aioch, YTO
BUIETD YNIBIOKY 9TOT0 IOHOIIN — CaMOe ITPpeKpacHoe, 4To MoXkKeT ObiTh. OH, CIIOBHO
3arUITHOTH3UPOBAHHEIN, TOgHEC PHIOY K Ty6am XaHb Ci0, ¥ TOT, €CTECTBEHHO, IPOTSHYII 1110, YTOORI
OTKYCHUTh. IX IBUKEHUS ObITM HAaCTOJILKO TaPMOHUYHEI, CJIOBHO OHM [IeJIa/IN 3TO THICSYY pPas.

JInus Cio3TaH B3[OPOTHYJ, B €T0 TOJI0BEe MEbKHYJ 00pa3: B YIOTHOU KOMHATe BBICOKMH, TOOPHIA
MYXKUYMHa CUeJl Ha Kpalo KpOBaTH, iepKa KycoueK pPHIObI Ha IajoYKaxX ¥ IOOHOCS ero K ry6am
II0JIyOOEeTOro I0HOIIY, JIeXKalllero Ha KpoBaTu. FOHOIIA IPOTSAHY 1€l U B35 KycoueK. MyXKuuHa,



3aMEeTHB, YTO Ha YI'OJIK€ PTad IOHOIIMX OCTaJICA COYyC, HAKJIOHUJICA U CIIM3HYII ero! ATMocd)epa MeXny
HUMH OBIZIa HACTOJIBKO WHTUMHOH, YTO OBIIIO SICHO — OHM JIIOOOBHUKH.

B tymane JIuab Ci03TaH MOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO 3TOT BEICOKMU MYyXKYMHA — OH CaM, a I0HOIIA Ha
KPOBATH...

...0ka3ancsa Xaup Cio.

On mocMoTpen Ha XaHb Ci0 ¥ IOYYBCTBOBAJI, KAK LIEKU €0 3ar0PeJIuCh, 3aCTaBUB OTBECTH B3TJISAL.
Prifa Bo pTy BOPYT IOKa3ayiack OCTPOM, U OH IOYYBCTBOBAJI CYXOCTh B TOpJIE.

Xanb Ci0, OHAKO, faxe He momo3peBas, 4To JIuas CI03TaH Ha MIHOBEHKE BCIIOMHUII MX IPOLIILEe
WHTHMHBEIE MOMEHTH. OH TUX0 CMOTPEJI Ha MyKYKWHY B CBETE KOCTPA, ero B3TJIS[ CKOJIb3UII 110
ry0OKUM TjIa3aM, Pe3KUM 4epTaM JIKIa U MyCKYIUCTOMY Tey.

9x, ecnu Ovl He 00pa3 HEBUHHOTO 11310-3p, s OB y2Ke maBHO GPOCHUIICS Ha THOMMOI0 U CHoesal C HUM
BCE, UTO XOTeJl.

Brnaromaps mo4Tty 4ynogeicTBEeHHOMY MacTepcTBY XaHb C0 B MeQULIMHE, K HaCTYIJIEHUI0 HOYU PaHbI
JIunp CroaTaHa yKe IMOKPBIIUCH KOPKOM. OH MOLIeBeNIUII HOTOH, He 3Hasd, Kakoe JieKapcTBo XaHb Cio
HICII0JIb30BaJI [T03Ke, HO Telleph ero CJioMaHHas Hora 6onblie He 0oJiena, XOTh U He MOTJIa ABUTAThCS.

OH crnpocus:
— [Iu-3p, ecTh M1 c1ocod BpeMEHHO IOJHSATh MEHST Ha HOTHU?

Xanb Ci0 3HaJI, 4YTO ero Bo3/100JIEHHBIN B 9TOM KU3HU OBITT YeJIOBEKOM peninTeJNIbHEIM U CMEJIBIM, 1
He MOT IIPOCTO CHUAOETH CJIIOZKaA PYKH. OH c COMHEHNEM OTBETHII:

— EcTb cnoco® BpeMeHHO UTHOPUPOBAThL TPO0IEMy, HO II0C/Ie OKOHYaHUS OeWCTBUS JieKapcTBa 00Jb
OyneT cunbHee, U HykHO OygeT HeMeJIeHHO HayaTh jedyeHue. [laxke B 3TOM Cllydyae BpeMs
3aXKUBJIEHUS YBEJIUYUTCS.

— Ilomotimer.
JIutrs OBl PA3pPYIIUTD MJTaHb UMIIEpPaTopa, 3Ta 001k Obllla HUYTOXKHA.
— [Iu-3p, TH TOBOPHJI, UTO TOJILKO THl MOXKEIIL BEIJIEUUTH HOTY uMIieparopa. OH cepbe3HO paHeH?

— PaHeHue He cMepTeIbHOE, OOLIYHEIE JTIOAU B TAaKUX CIydYasx IIPOCTO aMIyTUPYIoT Hory. Ho,
IyMaio, HUKTO He OCMEJIUTCS aMIyTUPOBaTh HOT'Y UMIIEPATOPY, U, TIHYJ BpEMS, OHU TOJIbKO
yCYTyOSIT CUTYAIIUIO.

JIuub Cl03TaH IOTEMHEJ, Ha eTro JIMIle II0SBUIIach CTpaHHAasA YJ'IBIGKa:

— Torpa, IIu-3p, MHE HYKHO IOIPOCUTH TeOsT 00 OTHOM...

JInup Cro3TaH MOSBUIICS B JIarepe BHE3AIIHO, CTPaXKa flaXke He ycIesia MOHSTh, OTKya OH IIPHUIIeI,
KaK OH yXkKe CTOs epef BceMu. KTo-To KpUKHYI:



— l'enepasn! Tel... TBI KUB?!
Ha ogexpe JIunb CroaTaHa ObIIN CIeAb MeABeXbUX KOI'TEU U CTPeJI, OH XOJI0OHO CKa3all:
— MHe 110Be3710, g He TaK JIeTKO YMUPAIo.

OH HampaBWICS IPSIMO B TJIaBHBIM IIATEP, TOe cOOPanuch MHOTHME YHHOBHUKY ¥ BOEHAYAIbHUKHY.
YBupes ero, Te, KT0o He 3HaJI O IPOMCXOASIIEM, BCTAIU C YOUBJIEHUEM U PAfOCTHIO:

— I'enepan!

OHH, yCHBIIIaB OT COMPOBOXK/IABIINX UMIIEPAaTOPa CTPaXKHUKOB, 4TO JIuHb Ci09TaH mMorub B CXBaTKe C
MefBefieM, He 0XKHUOalK YBUETh ero cCHoBa. OOHAKO, TPUCMOTPEBIINUCH, OIILITHEIE BOMHEL CPa3y
3aMETHIIH, YTO Ha ero Teje ObIIM He TOJIbKO CIeIbl MeOBes, HO ¥ Pa3PBIBEL OT CTPE, ’
IIOYYBCTBOBAJIM HEJIAHOE.

JIuup Cro3TaH, C JINIIOM, CJIOBHO ITIOKPBITHEIM JIBAOM, XOJIOOHO CIIPOCHII:

— I'me ummnepaTtop?
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