— Tl'eneparn JIuHb, 3aUeM TaKue CJI0Ba? Bbl — BaXKHBIN MUHUCTD TOCYHAPCTBA, ¥ €CJId OBl HE 9TOT
HECYACTHHIHM CiIy4a#, Bel O HEIIPEMEHHO CMOTJIH ITOKOPUTH AJIST MeHSI BCE BOCEMb CTOPOH CBETaA.
[ToTepst TAaKOT'0 TajaHTa IPUYUHSIET MHE HEBRIPA3UMYIO OOJIb.

ViMmepaTop Urpas pojib C UCKPeHHEW 9MOIMOHAIbHOCTHIO, HO €T0 e UHCTBEHHBIN 3PUTENIh He OB
BIeYaTJieH. YBuUmeB, Kak JInab Ci09TaH X0JI0MHO CMOTPUT Ha HETo, CJIOBHO Ha XKaJIKOe HaCeKOMOe€, OH
IIOYYBCTBOBaJI BHE3AIHYIO BOJIHY HEHABUCTHU U XOJIOGHO ITPOU3HEC:

— BrimycTtute Toro 6yporo MenBeqs!

MepnBenb, eBa MOJIyYUB BO3MOXKHOCTh IBUTAThCS, CPa3y Ke HAIOJHUIICS IPOoCThio. OH JONTo
TOJIONAJT ¥ XKaXKaaJl pa30pBaTh BCEX MEJIKMX CYIIECTB mmepen co60i, TO3TOMY TYT XKe OPOCHIICS Ha
JIuus CiosTaHa, eqUHCTBEHHOTO, KTO HAaXOOUJICS TIepey] HUM.

Jlama, moxozkasl Ha Beep, C IIOPLIBOM BeTpa ycTpeMuinachk K nuny Jluae Crostana. ToT, He IPOSIBIAS
HU MaJIelIIero BOIHEHUS, COOPAJICS C OyXOM, IOAIPEITHYJI, OTTOJIKHYJICS OT MEOBEXKbeH JIalbl U
OIHUM yZapOM Meua BHIKOJIOJI MeJBenIo I1a3.

3a cunuTaHHbIEe MTHOBEHUS X CXBAaTKa 3aBEepPIINIacCh. JIunap Cr03TaH OCTascs B 6e3ynpeqHOM BHUIE, B
TO BpeMs KaK MeOBENb, IIPUKPEIBAA BBIKOJIOTHIM T'JIa3, OBITT B SAPOCTH.

WMrepaTtop, YBUEB 9TO, TOYYBCTBOBAII X0II0f B ceparie. OH He oxupman, uTo JInHb CI09TaH 0KaXeTcs
TAaKMM OTBAaXKHEIM, C JIETKOCTBIO CITPABISASICh ¢ MenBeneM. OH MaxHYJ PYKOM, U TIOJIOBHHA JTyYHUKOB
BBEITYCTHIIA CTPenbl. X0oTs JIuab Cro9TaH 0Tpa3ui GOJIBIINYI0 YacTh U3 HUX MEUOM, MY BCe XKe
IIPUXOOUIIOCH CIIPABIATLCS C Pa3bsIPEHHEIM MeIBeIeM, U B Pe3yIbTaTe OH CITyYalHO MOTyYKII PaHy B
oemnpo.

MecTo paHHE OHEMEJIO, ¥ eMY [aXKe He HYKHO OBIJI0O CMOTPETh BHU3, YTOOHI IIOHSTh, UTO CTPesia Obla
OTpaBJleHa.

HMnepaTop OeiCTBUTENIBHO XOTEJl €70 CMEePTH.

Habmromast, KaK BeIMKUM reHepat JInHb, YbH ATyl CTAaHOBUIIMCH BCE Me[JIeHHEe, TOJTyda HOBHIE
PaHEBI OT Me[IBeMs, UMIIEPaTOp IIOYYBCTBOBAJ 06eryeHue. BHe3amHo OOy BeTep, ¥ HUKTO He
o0paTuI Ha 3TO BHUMAaHMS, HO MeBelb, KOTOPHIH OO 3TOTO SPOCTHO IpecienoBas JIuabk Cio3TaHa,
BHE3aITHO Pa3BEPHYJICSA ¥ YCTPEMUIICS K HMIIEPaTOPy B KEJITOM XajarTe.

HMnepaTop MO4YyBCTBOBAJ HellagHOE U 3aKpHAYal:
— 3amuTtute MeHs! 3amuTure!
B cnepyroiee MrHOBeHME MeBeIb SPOCTHO OPOCHUIICS Ha HETO.

OKpy2KaBIIUN UX KPYyT OBLT Y30K, X XOTSI HEKOTOPHIE, TOTOBHIE TI0KEPTBOBATh CO00I, BCTANIX ITepef
UMIIEPaTOpPoOM, YTOOH CoepKaTh Hallafaloulero 3Bepsi, MeIBeXKb4 Jlalla BCe XKe yCIlejla HaHeCTH yaap
1o ero Hore. OcTpas 60Jib 3aCTaBMUIa €ro yIacTh Ha 3eMJII0 C KpUKaMU U CJIe3aMU.

— Cxkopee oTIpaBbTe MeHsI 06paTHO B Jlarepb! — KpuyaJl OH.

VimmepaTop yXe He IyMall 0 TOM, YTO IIPUBEJIO K TAKOMY IIOBOPOTY COOBITHM. Ero OKpoBaBieHHAS
IIpaBast HOTA MOTepsijia YYBCTBUTEIBHOCTD, KOXKa U IJIOTh OBUIM pa30pBaHbl, ¥ OH HE 3HaJ, HACKOJIbKO
Cepbe3HHl MOBPeXAeHMs. ECii, eciiu OH MOTEPSIET 3Ty HOTY... CMOXKET JIX OH, XPOMOH, yOepKaThb
BracTh? OH TONBKO I'OJl KaK B30IIeN Ha IIpecTon!



JIvueb Cr09TaH CTOSINT HEMoJaeKy, MpukuMast pyKy K caMo# cepbe3Hoi paHe Ha miede. OH He
TIOHKMMaVJl, YTO MIPOU3OIITIO, HO, BUMAS, KaK MMIIEPATOP, UCILITAB 3JI0PA[ICTBO, 0KA3aJICs B TAKOM
JKaJIKOM TT0JI0KEeHWH, He MOT He TI0YYBCTBOBATh HEKOTOPOE YIOBIIETBOPEHHE.

Bopyr ero tanuio 06XBaTHUIIH, ¥ OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI JIETKUI apoMaT MsThHL. Cepflie ero gporxyso, a
T0JIOC C3a[y IIPOIIeNTa:

— He u3paBait 3BYKOB, 51 TeOs BEIBETY.

Korga onu moOpanuck 0o CKpBITOM mernepsl, JIuas Cro3TaH, yOeouBIIUCh B 6€30I1aCHOCTH,
IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK S[I Ha CTPeJie Havyall JeicTBOBaTh. ET0 KOHEYHOCTH OHEMEJIH, T0JI0Ba
3aTyMaHMJIaCh, ¥ OH efiBa yCIles 00IarofapuTh, Ipexae YeM II0TepsATh CO3HaAHUE.

B monympake OH yBUIEJ, YTO €TI0 CllacuTesieM OblJT KpaCUBLIM I0HOIIA B 6EJTOM.

Korma oH ouHyJICS, COJHIIE Y2Ke KITIOHUIOCH K 3aKaTy. OH MOMBITAJICS TOIIEBEeIUThCS U C YOUBIEHUEM
o0HapyXKUJI, YTO A, KaxkeTcs, paccesiyncs. Ero KOHeYHOCTH MO-IpexXHeMy 6oiienu, Ho 00bIle He
OblT OHeMeBIMMY. OTYCTUB B3TJISIM, OH YBU/IEI, YTO €T0 BEPXHSS YacTh Tella 0OOHaXKeHa U JIeXKUT Ha
ero coOCTBeHHOM XanaTte. Bce panbl Obti 00paboTaHbl TpaBaMH, HO He IepeBs3aHnkl. Hora Obita
3aduKCcrpoBaHa NEPEBIHHEIMYU HOIIEYKAMH.

— Tsl mpocHyNCA?

Pa3pasncst MITKUM, MEJTIONUYHBIN T'OJI0C, C JIETKUM CTPAHHBIM IIOAHEMOM B KOHIIE, OT KOTOPOro y JINHb
CrosTaHa HEOXUaHHO 3allleMUJI0 B yIIax.

[TpurnsameBUINCh, OH YBUAEN, UTO PSIAOM CUAUT I0HOIIA B 6e1oM ¢ cepeOpsHEIMU BojiocaMu. Ero nmuiio
051710 TOOOHO JTyHe B CepefuHe 0CEeHU, KpacoTa — IIBeTaM BECEHHEro yTpa, BUCKM — aKKypaTHO
IOJICTPUXKEHH, OPOBU — CJIOBHO HAPXWCOBAHHI TYIIBIO, INI0 — KaK JIENIeCTOK ITepCHkKa, Tla3a — Kak
OCeHHMe BOJIHBL. Ero Kollayby Iia3a, C JIETKUM PYMSHIIEM Ha KpasixX, ObIM HEBEPOSTHO
npuBiekaTenbHHl. [laxe JIuab Ci03TaH, 0OBIYHO XOJIOMHBINA U PABHOMYIIHEIN, HE MOT HE BOCXUTUTHCS:
ecnu OBl 3TOT I0HOIIIA HEMHOTO TI0B3POCJIEN], eT0 KpacoTa Oblyia 6bI HEOTIHCYEeMOH.

3ameTuB, uTo JIuHb CI09TaH IPUCTaIbHO CMOTPHUT Ha HETOo, I0HOIIa, eCTECTBeHHO, XaHb CI0, Cllerka
IIOKPaCHEeJI, er0 ToJIOC OCTaBaJICS MATKUM U HEKHBIM:

— I'eneparn JIuHb, 4TO-TO He Tak?

ET0 HEeXHBIY T0JI0C CIIOBHO MSTKOE TEPHIIIKO KOCHYIOCh YeT0-TO HEM3BECTHOTO B cepple JIMHb
CroartaHa.

JIunp Cro3TaH MOHKHMAJ, YTO BefeT cebs HemomoOaIe, HO, BUAS, KaK I0HOIIIA KpaCHeeT, He MOT" HEe
IIOYYBCTBOBATE JIETKOE O4YapPOBaHHUE. On CKPECTHUJI HOT'H, COXPaHsAA BHEIIHIOIO YYTUBOCTE, HO €Tr0
TOJIOC CTall MAT4Ye:

— Brnarogapio Bac, 10HBEIY I'epo¥, 3a CllaceHre Moel Xu3Hu. f 6eCKOHeYHO Npu3HaTesieH. Mory nu s
y3HaThb... Balle uMsg?

Xanb Cio yneIOHYIICS, U 9Ta y/IbIiOKa CHOBa ocyenuia JIuubs CioaTaHa:
— Mos pamunus Xaus, a ums Cro.

— XaHb C10? — JIunap Cr09TaH HEBOIBHO BhINTaul. — CTHIgIABaAs TpaBa?



Xorst uMs XaHb Cio IeliCTBUTEIBHO 3BYYUT HEMHOI'O CTPAHHOBATO, 3TO OBIIT HepBBIfI pa3, Korga ero
TaK IIPOU3HECIIN BCIIYX.

JT:000Bb B 3TOM MUpe OBlJIa HEMHOTO CTPaHHOM!

Xanb Cro MoKpacHen q0 KOpHeH BOJI0C ¥ TUX0 MpoOopMoTa:
— Her, 3710 HE TO...

OH rmy60KO0 B3[OXHYJI U CEPHE3HO CKa3all:

— I'enepar JIuHb, BB MOXKeTe Ha3blBaTh MeHd [I1u-3p.

JIuupb CrosTaH YOUBHUIICA. HepBOHaanBHBIfI MHTEepeC K UMEHH Xaub C10 CMEeHHUIICS YOUBJIEHUEM, U OH
He MOT HE 3aCMesThCA:

— Kaxkoe coBnagenue, y MeHs eCTb KOT, KOTOpPOTO 5 Ha3Bas 1u-3p.

Xans Cro TUXO CKa3a:

— He ckpoto, reHepar, g 1 €CTh TOT KOT, KOTOPOT'O BBl BEIPACTHUIIH.

— Yro? Tel Iu-3p?! — JIune CiosTaH OB IOTPSICEH.

Xanb Cio mofpo6HO paccKasajl 0 CBOel UCTOPUU U CBsI3U C JIWHD L[SIHBKOY.

Xorts [IIu-3p Bcerga Kasajics YOUBUTENbHO YMHBIM, U JIuHb Ci09TaH WHOTITIA JIOBUJI Ce0s Ha MBICIIH,
YTO KOT BefeT cebsl Kak 4eJIoBEK, OH BCe JKe He MOT cpa3y NPUHSThH, UTO ero CIlaCUTeNlh — He
YyeJioBeK, a KOT.

OpHaxko B r1yOuHe OyIIN OH yXKe MoBepusl coBaM XaHb Cio. Korfja TOT roBopuiI, ero BiaxHbIe I1a3a
U3/Ty4aau UCKPEHHOCTh ¥ JOBEPHeE, TIOJTHBIE 3aBUCUMOCTH ¥ IIPUBSI3aHHOCTH.

Xanb Ci0 CbexXUIICS ¥ POOKO CIIPOCHIT:
— 4... reHepar... BaM He HpaButcs Illlu-3p?

— KoneuHo Het, — JIunb Ci03TaH TYT XKe oTputiail, riasas Ha XaHbs Cio. EMy GbIJI0 TPYOHO CBSI3aTh
MaJIeHbKOI'0 MYILINCTOr0 KOTEeHKAa, KOTOPOr'0 OH YaCTO HOCUJI Ha pyKaX, C 9TUM IOHOLIEH.

Ho, nmpuHSB 9Ty UAEI0, OH BAPYT ITOYYBCTBOBAJ... YTO 9TO HOBOIHHO MHUJIO.

JIuab Cro3TaH BCIIOMHUJI, KaK 4acTo caM Kynan IlIu-9p u mombpackiBas ero, iepxka 3a momky. Ero
MEICIIA Hayasu 61yXKaaTh.

JIunp Cro3TaH, KakK OBIBIINYM YYEHBIN, TPOYUTABIINY MHOXKECTBO KHUT, OBLI 3HAKOM C UCTOPUSIMH O
MCcax-000pOTHSAX, POMaHax 0 Ipu3pakax U APYTUX MUCTUYECKUX ITPOU3BeleHNAX. ET0 BOEHHBIN OIBIT
CHesas ero CMeJIbIM ¥ 6eCCTpalIHbBIM.

[Toatomy, y3HaB, 4To XaHb CI0 — AEBATUXBOCTHIM KOT-IEMOH, IIPOKUBIINY TpUcCTa JieT, JInHb Cro3Tan
He IT0YYBCTBOBAJI OTBpallleHus, a Ha000poT, OLITT KpaliHe 3auHTepecoBaH. Ero riasa OnyxKpanu 1Mo
royiose u Teny XaHb C1o, 3aCTaBisisl TOTO KPaCHETSH ellle CUJIbHEE.

— [Mu-3p, uTo0-TO HE Tak? — XaHb CI0 C HEJOYMEHUEM ITIOCMOTPEJ Ha HEro.



— H_[I/I-Sp, — JIuns CioaTan y'J'[bIGHy'HCH, — 51 YUTAJI B MUCTUYECKHUX UCTOPHUAX, YTO MHOT'IA HEMOHEI
IIPOSABIAOT CBOM M3HAYAJIBHBEIE YEPTHI, HAIIPUMeEP, XBOCTHI UJIX YIIIH. Y Tebs Takoe ObIBaeT?

Xaub Ci0 IIUPOKO PACKPHIT T1as3a:

— OTO cy4aeTcst TOJBKO C MaJIEeHbKUMU IeMOHAMHU, KOTOPbIE C TPYAOM ITPUHUMAIOT Y€JI0BEYECKYIO
dbopMy, UM C TEMU, KTO UCKaJl IeTKKe IyTH B IIPaKTHUKE, YTO MIPUBEJIO K HEYUCTOM sHepruu. [1Iu-ap
BCETMla YCePOHO MIPaKTUKOBAJ, II03TOMY V¥ MEHS TaKOTo HeT!

— IlonsaTtHo, — JIueb Cl09TaH HAYErO He CKa3aJl, HO B ero rjia3ax SBHO YMTalI0Ch pa3oyapoBaHUe.
— ...J'eHepasn xo4eT yBUAETH MOU YIIN U XBOCT?

— Huyero ctpamsoro, ecnu ux HeT, — JIuHb C103TaH MATKO OTBETHUIL.

— Hert-Het! — Xanp Cio ORICTPO 3aMOTaJl rojioBoi. — Ecnu reneparn xodet, [1Iu-3p MOKeT 1MOKa3aTh!

Bre3anHo u3 cepeOpsiHbIX Bojioc XaHb C10 IOSIBUIIACh TTapa MYIIUCTHIX OeJIbIX yIleld, KOHYUKU
KOTOPHIX CJIeTKa 3aTHYIUCh BIIepeN U 3afl0PHO NofepruBanuch. C3aau MOSBUAIICS TUOKHUY XBOCT. YIIIX
¥ XBOCT OBLIM OYeHb 3HAKOMBI, TIOX0KHU Ha Te, 4To Obtn y 11IK-3p B eTCTBE, TOIHKO HEMHOTO
6orblIIe.

Jluap CroaTaH OYyBCTBOBAJI 3Y[ B PyKaX, €ro I'jla3a 3aropesuck:

— MoxH0 moTporaTs?
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