OH cnerka HaxMypuics. ITO UMs He OBbIJIO TOX0XKe Ha PUMCKOe. MoXeT, OH U3 IUHACTUHU LI3BII3UH?
Heyxenu nmpuunHa, 10 KOTOPOH Y HETO HUKOTHa He ObIT0 JIF0O0BHUIIEI, 3aKTI0YAETCS B TOM, UTO €r0
cepale yxe 3aHsATO BO3/II00IEHHON U3 TeX KpaeB, pafid KOTOPOM OH XPaHUT BEPHOCTL? B ero cepile
3aTeIININCh 3aBUCTh, HEJOBOJILCTBO U JIETKOE HegoyMeHue. [loueMy 3TO UMs KaxKeTCs eMy
3HAKOMEIM?

[To3xke, korga oH nepeogesa’scs, Xanb Co, BCe ellle HaXOOsACh B IOJTyCHE, 3aMeTuJ1, 4To CallKC CTOUT
o4eHb 6JIM3K0. ITO ero yauBuiao. XoTs OH 00BIYHO He OT/IMYAJICS KPEeIIKUM 3[I0POBbeM, OgHa OyTHIIKa
BMHa He [oJIKHa Oblia ero couTth ¢ Hor. OgHAKO Ha 3TOT pa3 OH IIO0YEeMY-TO OINbsHelN. B mony3a0uThu
€My Ka3aJI0oCh, YTO OH YyBCTBOBAJI 3allaX CBOET0 BO3/II06IEHHOr0, OYATO TOT BOCIIOIBL30BAJICS €T0
c71aboCThI0 ¥ YTO-TO fenall ¢ HuM. Ho Kak 3T0 BO3MOXKHO?.. 30eCh XK€ He MOIJIO OBITh...

— CallKc, KTO MHe TIOMEHSJI OfleXKAy? — CIPOCHUJI OH.

— A, TBO€e BHHO IIPOJIUJIOCHh Ha HacC 000HMX, TaK YTO MHE IIPUIIIIOCH 3alTH B KOMHATY U IIOMOYb Tebe
rnepeogeTbCAd.

— To1 MmHe momor? — Xaub Cio ObIT KpaliHe ynuBieH. OH yKe CMUPHUIICS C TEM, YTO He BCTPETHUT
CBOET0 BO3JTIO0IEHHOTO B 9TOM XKMU3HU ¥, 3aBEPIIKB TEKYIIYI0 MUCCHIO, CPa3y e OTIIPAaBUTCS Ha
crnemyoImyo. Begs ero Bo3mo6IeHHEIN, B OTJIUYKE OT HETO, He ITepeMeIaics B YyXKue Tela, a
TIEPEPOKAAIICS eCTECTBEHHEIM 06pa3oM. Kak ke 0OH MOT IIepepOfUTECS B BapBapa?

OpHako Temneps, yCnbllas cjioBa CalKkca, OH Hayasl COMHeBaThCA. OH CMyTHO YyBCTBOBaJI, YTO CalKC
UCIILITHIBAET K HEMY HEXKHBIE YyBCTBA, HO ellle He PeIIni, Kak MITKO 0TKa3aTb, Be[lb TOT ObLII eT0
OKpoBuUTeieM. Ho omlylieHus MpoIiol Houu He 00MaHyIu — OH He MOT OIIMOUTHLCS B 3alaxe
CBOET0 BO3/TI00JIEHHOTO.

Heyxenu 510 0H? [TogymaB, Xanb C10 BbI3BaJl U3 MOPS CO3HAHUS [Be UT'PUBHIE JPaKOHbU . Kak
TOJIPKO OHU TTOSIBUIIMCH, OHU TYT XK€ YCTPeMUNUCH K CalKcy, 001eTenu BOKPYT HET0, CIIOBHO HEMHOT'O
CMYTHBIIKCE, a 3aTEM YIIPSIMO IIPOHUKIIU B €r0 pa3yM. Yepe3 MrHOBEHME OHU BEPHYIUCH K XaHb Co,
Hecs ¢ c000M 30JTI0TUCTHIN CBET.

9T0 OEe’CTBUTEJIBHO OB OH!

Xanb Cio ObIT IIOpaXxKeH, HO, XO0TsA OH He ITOHUMaJI, KaK €T0 BO3J1I00JIEHHBIM OKa3kIBAJICS B KaXJOM €ero
3dadHUHY, 3TO HE MellaJi0 eMy PaJOBaThCA. Tenepb, Korga OH Y6GHI/IHC5{ B €ro JIN4YHOCTH, OH OoJiblire
He OyMaJl O TOM, KaK NeJIMKaTHO OTKJIOHUTh €Ir0 9yBCTBa.

[TosTomy CaliKC 3aMeTHJI, UTO B OOHO MTHOBEHUeE yIbIOKa U TOJI0C €T0 Opyra CTajy ellle MsArde u
IpUTSAraTenbHee. X0TS TOT MO-IIPeXHEMY CMOTPEN Ha HETo C TEMJIOTOM, OH YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO YTO-TO
n3MeHmnoch. OH OB TOTPSICEH, HO HE MOT He IIOTPY3UThCS B MOPCKUe ria3a Hura, ©3 KOTOPHIX
COYMIach HEXKHOCTh, CJIOBHO OOHKMas ero IeJINKOM.

— Cmacubo, — cka3asn Xaub Cro.

— Her, s He MoOT'y T03BONIUTH Tebe OTIIPABUTLCS CO MHOU Ha GPOHT. TH CyObs, U B TOPOIE THI
MOXKEIITb TPUHECTH G0Jbllle MOoIb3k. Thl HE YMeelllb BlafleTh Me4OM, 3TO CJIMIIKOM OIacHo!

Bo mBopiie pa3mancs B3BOJTHOBAHHEIN TOI0C KOPOJsi. CIyrd YOUBIIEHHO IEPETISHYINCh — OHU HaBHO
He BUOENH, YTOOLI KOPOJIb TaK TEPSI caMooOiafaHue.

Ho Caiikc melicTBUTeNbHO OBLN BEIBefIeH U3 paBHOBecusi. OH Bce Ooblie yBneKasncs HukomaeM u yxe
He MOT JI0BOJIbCTBOBAThLCS NI APY2KO00ii. OH CMyTHO YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO APYKECKHE OTHOIIEHUS



Iepennin rpalHuisl, ¥, BOSMOXKHO, 9yBCTBa OBILIIM B3AWMHEL. OpHako OHM [0 CHUX IIOp HEe IIPOTOBOPUIIN
9TO BCJIYX, ¥ OH BCe elle KoJjiebascs 1u3-3a TOr0 CaMOoro «g».

Ho 3t0 He Melano €My HCIIBITEIBATh I"J'IYGOKYIO 11:000Bb K HI/Il"y OH xoTes, 4TOOL TOT OBIJT CYACTIIUB
IO €r0 3aIllIUTOH. YCbIIaB, 4To Hur xouet OTIIPABUTHCA C HUM B IIOXO[, Canikc Pe3KO IIpepBall ero,
SAPOCTHO BO3PazxKasd.

Xanp CI0 IOHMMAJI, YTO OH 6eCHOKOI/ITC${, " CMATYUNII B3TJIAN:

— CaliKkc, TH 3a0BIT 0 MOMX MEIUIMHCKUX HAaBHIKAX? I MOTY 3aHHMAThLCS JIeUeHHEM B apMUH, U, He
Oymyuu COITAaTOM, MHE He IPHOETCS CpaxkaThCs. C MOe MOMOIIbI0 KOJTUYECTBO PAaHEHBIX
3HAYUTEJIbHO YMEHBIIUTCS, Pa3Be 3TO He XOPOII0?

— Her, Hur! — ynpsamo Bo3pa3un Calkc. — B 9KCIeIUIMOHHOU apMUU YCIIOBUS YKaCHBIE. XOTS 5
yBepeH B cebe, 9TO BCe Ke CIIUIIKOM OIAaCHO, U 5 He 3Hal0, YTO MOXKET CIy4uThes. [IpocTo ocraBaiics
B TOpPOfie, XOPOIIO0?

OH He OHMMaAJI, ToueMy Hur, paHee paBHOIYIIHBIM K [TOXOMY, BAPYT TaK HAaCTOW4MBO TpeGoBas
OTIIPABUTHLCS C HUM.

— KoneuHo, HeT! — Xanb Cio noBrICU Tojioc. — Ecnu g He OyOy psmoM, YTO, eciu ¢ To00i YTO-TO
Cay4duTcs? B mpyrux ctpaHax MOTYT ObITh 3MUAEMUN UK 00JI€3HM, KOTOPHIX HUKOTA He OBIIO B
PuMe, u moseBrle Bpa4yu He CMOTYT clipaBuThCS. OHU pocTo OyayT myckaTh Tebe KpoBb! OHU gaxe C
IIPOCTHIMU pPaHaMHU He MOTYT CIIPaBUTHCS!

Xaub CI0 CTall Tak cepbe3eH HeCIpocTa. B IBYyX MPOIITEIX XKU3HIX CyAb0a ero BO3M00IeHHOT0
CKJIagbIBaiack TparuyHo: Tax LIsiHE corren ¢ yMa u yMmep, a [lIsHb MUHYK9H CTal HHBAJIUIOM U YMep
oT uctomenusi. O6patuBmuch K CuctemMe, OH C yKacoM 00HApPYXKUJ, YTO er0 BO3JI00IEeHHbIH yMep BO
BpPEeMsI OITHOTO U3 II0XOMI0B, 3aPa3uBIINCh MECTHOM 00JI€3HBI0, ¥ HE CMOT BOBPEMSI IOTyYUTh ITOMOIIIb!
[Tocrne ero cMepTH OrpoMHast PuMcKast UMIIepus pacianach, @ 3aBOeBaHHBEIE TEPPUTOPUHU ObLIH
3aXBavyeHHl BPEMEHHBIMHY JTUAEPaMH, KOTOPEIX OH CaM Ha3HAYMUJI, ¥ JIUIIh CITyCTS HOJIT0e BpeMs
HACTYIIUJI TOPSIOOK.

Caiikc 3aymarcs, Iisigsa Ha 00eCIIOKOEHHOe JIUI0 OPYTa, U BAPYT CIIPOCUI:

— [ToueMy... moyeMy TH TaK 6eCOKOUIIbCS 000 MHE? TONBKO IIOTOMY, UTO 5 KOPOJIb ¥ TBOM ApPYT?
Xanb C10 CMYILEHHO OTBEJI B3IJIA/, CJIerKa [IOKpPacHeB:

— TrI MO¥ KOpOJIb, MOH APYT, HO... S ellle U 00110 Tebs. ..

Caiikc, BHe ce0st OT PagoCTH, IIOHOLIEN K HEMY, B3sJT 32 PYKY ¥ IIPUCTAIbHO ITOCMOTpPEI B Tila3a:

— Yro T8I cKal3an? Twl mro0uIns MeHst! — YBumeB HexXKHEBIHM B3I Hura, ol ObII CYACTIIMB, HO
cOoepkuBaj pagocTb. — Ciytad, Hur, Tel mo0uIs MeHs, U 5 o010 Te6s1. Ho B 9ToM s He Mory Tebs
cnyimath. UMeHHO MOTOMY, YTO S TakK Tebs 1067110, eCNIK THI IIOUIEIIL CO MHOM, 1 6ymy 605SThCs, UTO
MOMU pellleHus MOTYT OBITh PHCKOBAHHBIMU U IIOCTABSAT TeOs B OMaCHOCTh. Tak 4To...

Xanb Ci0 OIyCTHII TOJIOBY, @ 3aTeM, IIOJHSB B3TJISA[, TBEPAO CKa3al:

— Xopormuro, Calikc, B 3TOT pa3 s Tebs mociyira. Ho TH JomkeH moobenaTh MHE, YTO Ha3HAYUIIb
MeHSI MUHHCTPOM yIIpaBJieHus, U s OyAy YIpaBisATh CTPAHOM, ITOKA TH B Toxofe. A mokaxy Tebe cBou
CIIOCOOHOCTH, ¥ THl CMOXKEIIIb IT0JIaraThCs Ha MEHS B YIIpaBlIeHUU 3aBOEBAHHBIMU TEPPUTOPUIMHU. A



eltle 51 mMo3abouyych 0 cHabXKeHuHU, YTOOB TBOM 1MOX0[ OblI 00ecredeH BCeEM HEOOXOTUMBIM.
CalikC yCMexHyIICs:

— Kaxoii Trl xxagub#! YT0OHR 3acTaBUTh TeOS 1103a00TUTHCS O cebe, g MoNMKeH faTh TeOe TaKyio
BIACTh. ECITM MBI TaK MOCTYNIMM, MHOTHE Ha30BYT TeOs MOuUM (GaBOpPUTOM!

— Ve 4 Tak MHOT'0, TaK 4TO ellle HeCKOJILKO He ITIOMEIal0T, — X0JIONHO oTBeTus Xaub Co. —
I'maBHOE — THL. THI cortaceH?

Cexkctyc I cam 1o ce6e GBI TOCPEICTBEHHEIM IIPaBUTENIEM, HO €T0 BRIIAIOIIKMeCs BOGHHEe
CIIOCOOHOCTH ¥ Xapu3Ma KOMIIEHCHPOBaK 9T0. Ero BoeHHEIE OJBUTH IIPOCIABUIKCH B BeKaX, HO
XaHub CI0 JTETKO 3aMeTHJI er0 HeOPeXKHOCTh B YIIPAaBIEHUH 3aBOEBAHHEIME TEPPUTOPHUSIMHU, KOTOPEIE
OH TIPOCTO Gpocaj Ha MPOU3BOJI CYABOEL.

[TosToMmy, 4TOOR! 3aIIUTUTEL CTPAHy CBOETO BO3/06neHHoro, Xanb Cio He Bo3paxkaJs IIPOTUB TOTO,
yTOOH €ro pemyTanus ¢haBopuTa CTaja ele rpoMye.

Cekcryc I Bcerma ObII CTPOT ¥ CYPOB C IPUABOPHEIMU, 0CO6eHHO Korga XaHb Cio moTpe0oBas BIacTh
B yIIpaBJeHUU U CHaOXKEHMH, YTO He ObIJIO B MHTEpecax ero mpuOnuxkeHHbX. Ha crenyiomuii meHb
Cekcryc I mmop mpenioroM yBOJIKUI MUHKUCTPA YIIpaBieHus, YTOOb Ha3HAYUTh Ha ero MecTo XaHsb Cio.

Xanb Cio, OBIBIIIHME BEPXOBHBIM CYIbs, B OMHO MI'HOBEHME CTaJl OMIHUM U3 CaMbIX BIMSTEIbHBIX JIIONEHN
KOpoJieBcTBa. Ero cTpeMuTenbHOE BOCXOXKOEHUE IITOKUPOBANI0 MHOTUX. B PruMe BHOBD MOMON3IH
CIyxu 0 TOM, Kak rpad TronblaH IbCTUI KOPOJII0, HOOUBAJICS ero 6J1arOCKJIOHHOCTH U faiKe Heui C
HUM JI0Ke. Temeps ero NpexHsss BEPHOCTb MOrjia ObITh 00bsICHEHA JIUIIb €T0 TalHBIMU
OTHOIIEHUSIMU C KOPOJIEM.
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