— A kaxkue ee O6r1BaloT? — Bce Xke crpocun Yy FOaHb.

JIun CroaHb 3agyMa’cs.

— Hy, sanpumep, Te, KTO 0J1eBaOTCS C TOJIOBHI 0 HOT, OCTABJISASA TOJBKO I'Jla3a OTKPLITEIMU.
— Bort 310 na, — nmokayan ronosou Yy LI3bissab. — ThI roBopuiis 0 TpruHAALATON IPUHIECCE.
— OWU, OTKy[ha THl 3Haelns? — yausuics JIun Croans, ringad Ha Yy LI3bIgHA.

TOT mokadars rojoBOu.

— TpI/IHaJIU;aTaH IIpUHIECCa C POXKOEHU T'OTOBUJIACh K IMHACTUYIECKOMY 6paKy, II03TOMY €ee
BOCIIUTHIBAJIX 110 CTaHOAPTaM UMIIEPUH. XO0Ts, IOX0XKe, nepecrapanuce.

Terneppb MOHATHO, IOYEMY €€ CTHIIb TakK OTIMYaeTCd OT Opyrux, nogyMain JIua CioaHb.
— Bor kax...

— Eme g cnbiman, — Yy LI3pisiHb HECTIELIHO Ha/luBal Yai, — 4TO TpuHaAlaTas IprUHIecca 04eHb
BOCXHUINIAETCS KHSI3eM, a [lecsTast MpUHIlecca faxe MyoIuyHO IpU3Hanach B M100Bu?

OH noponBuHyN Yamiky K JIud CioaHio, ¥ TOT IIOYYBCTBOBAJI JIETKOe IpenuyyBcTBUe. He oxkupan, 4to
pasrosop 3aipeT 00 aToM. JIuH CloaHb IoXKaJ IjedyaMy, KakK Obl TOBOPS, YTO HUYETO He T0elaelllhb.

— Hy, 4T0 nogenarts, S IPOCTO OYeHb 00asiTeNbHEIN YeTI0BEK.
Bunumo, rocrne moe3gKy KHA3b CTall ellle yBEPeHHee, ¢ yaoBneTBopeHreM nogyman 4y FOaHs.
— KH43b Bcerpma OBLT TAKUM.

— Ila, g Toxe Tak gyMaro, — JIuH CioaHb OTKHMHYJICS Ha CIIMHKY Kpecja U 3aMeTHUJI 3HaKOMYO
¢urypy. — Kto 3T0 Tam? MHe KaxXKeTcs, 5 ero 3Har.

Ob6a nocMOTpenu B yKa3aHHOM HallpaBJIEHUHU.
— 9710 XKe Yxkyanbioanb O JIgH. Tsl Beb paHblle TI00UI €T0 KapTUHBL?

— Ax, Bcmomuui, — JIun CioaHb XJIONHYI ce6st o 10y. — BOT moyeMy OH IOKa3ajcs 3HAKOMBIM. ITO
JKe Ta caMasi KapTHHa.

[TaHOpaMa UMIIEPATOPCKOro ropoaa Oblyila n300paxkeHa ¢ MeIbYalIIuMK JeTalsIMy, a H3ganeKa
BHITTIAZIENIa elle BenudecTBeHHee. Yy LI3bIgHb mocMoTpen Ha FOu JIgHa, pacCMaTpUBaOIIEro KapTUHY
BHU3Y, U CIIPOCHIIL:

— Ilo3BaTth ero HaBepx?
JIun CroaHb ellle He yCIeNl OTBeTUTh, KakK Uy LI3bIsIHb yKe 3aroBOPUI:
— T'ocmoguu FO#, 4To IpHBeENO Bac croga?

FOu1 JIgH, ycnpllas rojoc, IOMHSII TOJI0BY U YBULEN TPOUX, CUOAIINX 3a CTOJIOM HaBepxy. Bo riase
crosa Obit Jlun Croans. FOi JIgH cnerka youBHUIICS, CHadasla MOKIOHUIICS:

— Barme BricouecTBo.



3aTeM IOAHSI TOJI0BY U 0TBeTU1 Uy LI3bIsAHIO.
JIun CroaHb clierkKa OTKJIOHUJICS Ha3afq.
— Yto ¢ aum? Korga oH Tak U3MEHUJICST?

[Tocnemuu# pas, KOTma OH BHUOEJ 9TOTO IapHs, TOT elle C IPe3peHreM OTHOCHUJICSI K YNHOBHUYbBUM
netsm. Uy KOaHb crierka youBuics.

— Pa3sBe BH He 3HanU? OH NPUCOEAUHUIICS K MUHUCTEPCTBY (PMHAHCOB IO Ha4ajioM IrOCIIOfnHA XY.
JIur CroaHb HaXMYPHUJICH.
— OH 4To0, c yMa comen? YTo 3a fena y rocrnoauHa Xy?

T'ocoguu Xy ObLT 3aMeCTHTEIEM MUHUCTPA PUHAHCOB U B CBOe BpeMs noamepxuBaii JIun Cioans. Ho
ceiyac, XOTsI OH U OCTaBaJICSI B MUHUCTEPCTBE, €T0 POJIb Obl/Ia CKOpee CUMBOIMYECKOM, ¥ OH K[aJl
yXofa Ha IIOKOH.

— OH oOpaitmancs KO MHOTUM, HO TOJIBKO TOCIIOOUH XY COTJIACHUJICS ero MPUHATh, — 00bsCcHUM Yy
FOanp. — BunuMo, oH OelCTBUTENBLHO BOCXUIIIAETCS BaMU.

— Yro 3a epyHpua, — JIun CioaHb HEPBHO MOMIEPHYJICS. — ¢ He MMOMHIO, YTOOH V HAC OBITM KaKue-TO
CBSI3H.

— Pa3sBe Bl He TOMHUTE? — B 3TOT MOoMeHT FOu JIgH yxe nogomen K JIua CoaHio. — Baiie
BricouecTBO manu MHe MHOTO HaCTaBJIeHUU. 1 CY4UTAl0, YTO Jydllle [eHCTBOBATh, Y4EM CIIOKOMHO
ocTaBaThCA B cTonulle. LlapcTBo Uy He Tak 0OIlacHoO, KakK KaxkeTcs.

— Torma Tebe CTOUT OTIIPABUTHCS Ha PPOHT, — HCKpeHHe cKa3an JIun CioaHb. — TaMm yierue
peanu30BaTh CBOU upeu. YTO TH MOXKeIlb caenaTh B MUHUCTEPCTBE (GUHAHCOB?

— OTIpaBUTHCS HA BOWHY — 3TO TOXKe Mou 1miaH, — FOu JIgH cmoXKun pyku u noknonuncs. — Ho
ceryac MuHHCTEPCTBO (DUHAHCOB 3arpyKeHO, U 5 X0Uy CHavasla ylafuTh BHyTpPeHHUE [efa.

Yro MoxkHO ynaguTh B Munucrepctse punancos? JIun CroaHb HaxMypuics. TOIbBKO OOHO.
— YuCneHHOCTh apMUU UMIIEPUH.

— HimenHno. Ceityac uMIepust MoxKeT MOOUTM30BaTh OKOJI0O MUJIJIMOHA COJIAT, — MOOHS I'ta3a O
JIgH. — Takasi orpoMHasi apMuUs 3aCTaB/IsgeT MeHs 3aAyMaThbCH.

JInn CroaHb nepesen B3rnan Ha Uy LI3bIsHS, JaBas MOHSTD, YTO TOT HOJIKEH pa300paThCs.
Yy LI3bIHB cHea BUM, YTO He 3aMeTwI curHana. Jlun CioaHb nmomHst 0poBb, ¥ Uy FOaHb 3aroBOPHUIT:
— Iaxe ecnu Tak, rocnonud FOi, 3a¥eM BB CChIJIaeTeCh Ha KHA3s HOsa?

— WmMmepaTop — MYOpHIH IPaBUTENb, HO UMIIEPUY HYKEH TaKOM 4YeloBeK, KakK KHs3b FOu, —
yBepeHHo 3asBun FOit JIfH, X0TS MOHU3WUI rojioc, nHayve JIuH CioaHb IEPBEIM ObI €70 ITPUTBO3AUT K
3eMIie.

— MHe He HyXHa UMIIEpHUs, — TUXO0, HO I'po3HO npousHec JIun Cioans, risags Ha FOi JIsna. — Ecnu
XOUelllb COXPaHUTh TOJIOBY, 3aTKHUCH U 3aHUMANCs CBOUMU ielaMu B MUHUCTEPCTBE PUHAHCOB!



Yy KO0aub ygusuicsi. OH BIepBHIe YCibiIai, Kak JIuH CloaHb TOBOPUT TaKoe.

He nyxHna umnepus? Uy LI3eigub, Habmonas 3a npotuBocTosiHueM JIun Croans u HOiu JlgHa,
3afyMaJiCs Hafl 3STUMHU CJIOBAMHU.

O JIsH cierka OIelIul.
— Torpa s, moxanyi, ygantoocs. Bammu BeicouecTBa, IpopoKauTe.

JIun CioaHb HETEPIIeIMBO MaXHYJI PYKOH, maBas MOHATh, 4To0wl FO# JIsiH yxomum. Jlyurie Obl OH He
3BaJl eT0 HaBepXx, mogymaJ oH, OpocuB B3risan Ha Uy LI3bIAHS, KOTOPHIM TIEPBEIM 3aTOBOPHII.

HOu JIgu nokunyn BamHio [[9Xysl, He OTNISAbIBasCh, U yIIes ¢ NpsiMor cnuHou. Yy LI3bisiHb moKayan
TOJIOBOU.

— IToxoxe, OH BCe ellle He cHancsA. Y Hero Helioxas I'ojIoBa, TOJIBKO CIIULIKOM YIIPSIM.
— He npocrto ynpsaMm, — JIun CroaHb 3akaTui rina3a. — OH 4TO, He IOHMMAaeT YeJI0BeYeCKOU peyun”?

— A 910 Hennoxo, — yneibHynCcs Yy LI3bisiHb. — Beqb CKOPO HauHETCS BOMHA, ¥ TaKUX Jifofel OymeT
He XBaTaTh.

[Tocne yxopa [Iyn FOHn3una JIun CroaHb yKe AOrafblBajiCs, YTO YTO-TO TOTOBUTCS, HO MBICJIb O
peasibHOM BOVHE BCE PABHO 3aCTaBlisljla ero 3agyMaThCs.

— IToxoxke, Hac xmeT 6ypHOe BpeMs. Hamo Oymet HaBecTuTh [yH FOHII3MHA, MOXKET, CKOPO €T0 yXKe
He YBUOUM.

— MeHsd TOXKe, BO3MOXHO, He YBUOUILb, — B3H0XHYJ Uy LI3bisiHE. — B 3TOM rogy, HaBepHOe,
IIOCJIeHUH pa3 HOpMaJbHO BCTpeTuM HoBelil rof. ['eHepan L[3nHbI0aHs HACTauBAET, YTOOHI ITOCTIE
IIPa3IHUKOB BEPHYTHCH.

— T'enepan lI3uHbI0aHb BCE TAKOU XK€, — MOKavan ronoou Jlun CioaHb.

— U ellle oouH 4eJI0BEK OTIPABUTCS C HUM, — BOPYT cka3asl Uy FOaHb. — ['ocnioxka [lyH ToXe
moemer.

— Bort 310 na, — JIun CrooaHb yAuBUIICSI. — IJTO Ha HEe II0X0XKeE.

— Jlyure 651 OHa paHbIIe IPOSIBUIIA TaKyI0 PELIUTEIbHOCTb, — IT0OKAa4asl rojioBo# Uy LI3bIsaHb,
KOTOPHIM U3 BCEX MEHbIIIe BCero ao0un OaphiHio JIu.

— JIropu pactyt, — yneibHyncs Jlun CioaHb, He IpuAaBas 9TOMy 3HaueHus. — B To BpeMs oHa Ornlia
BCETO JIMIIb HeflaBHO TOJTyYUBILIeH 3BaHUE JIEeBYIIKON, U yXKe Torfa Obljila CMEJIOH.

Yy LI3bIHb TOOHSI OPOBH, HO HE CTajl Pa3BUBATh TEMY.
— 4 3aMeTun, TH B IIOC/IEgHEE BPeMs B XOPOIlleM HaCTPOeHUHU. UTO-TO CIIyYUIOCh?

— Motii 6pat, — JIun CroaHb ynbiOHYIICS. CeromHst oH coOpas ux, 4ToOH paccKkasaTh 00 3TOM. —
Temeps oH GosbIlle He OymeT MHOM 3aHMMATHCS, TaK YTO, €CJIM He YBUAUTE MEHS T'Of MK [OBa, He
6eCIoKOMTECD.

Yy FOans, rnsags Ha cyacTiauBoro JIua CroaHs, ToXe YIIBIOHYIICS.



— HO3I[paBH${I-O, KHs13b. HaKOHEI-TO BH BEIPOCJIX B I'Jla3aX KMIIEPATOPA.

— ITo3mpaBnsio ¢ 0cBOOOXKAEHEM OT omeku OpaTa, — mopHsAN Yamky Yy LI3siaHbs. — 3To OBIIO0
HeJIeTKo. f mymar, BH Tak u OymeTe MPomosIKaTh.

JIur CrooaHb TOXKe MTOAHSI YalllKy ¥ YOKHYJICS C HUMU, XOTS B Hel ObUT TOJIBKO Yail.
— HHTepecHo, 0 yeM fyMan Moy O6paTt. HaBepHOe, TOTOMY 4TO MHe yKe [BaflaTh.

— Ecnu wectHo, — Yy LI3bisiHb Hanua cebe ellle Yaio, — OTell KakK-TO CKa3asl MHe, YTO UMIIEPATOP
BOCIIUTBIBAJ BaC He KakK [IBafillaTUIETHETO, a KaK OBYXJIeTHETO pebeHKa.

— 4 He moMHI0, 4TO OBLIO, KOTAa MHe OBIJIO [IBa Tofa, — 3ampymarcs JIun Cioanb. — Ho, KaxeTcs, B
9TOM €CThb OO IpaBObl. [IPUBLIK, YTO 3@ MHOM KTO-TO CIIEIUT, U TEMEPh, KOT{la HUKOTO HET, Jaxke
HEMHOTO HEIIPUBLIYHO.

— U xypa Th x0uewrs oTnpaBuTthesa? — Yy FOanb oTKa3ancs oT 4as U CIPOCHUIL.

— IMopymato, — JIun CioaHb moArnep noa00poioK PyKol. — X04y YBUAETbh MOPe 1 HAaBECTUTH [IyH
FOH131Ha, B3ATH C COO0M BUHA.

— OpHout OyThUIKH Masno, — ycMexHyncs Uy FOanb. — IToHafoOuTCS 1enas N0BO3Ka, YTOOBI XBATUIIO
Ha IByX OpaThes.

— OpHolt OyTHIIKM [OoCcTaToYHO. Ha BoliHe Henb3sl HanuBaThcs, — JIuH CloaHb IMOHSI Majell, HO Ha
€ro JIHlle Urpaja XuTpas yiasoKa.

Opuoit OyTHIIKM KaK pa3 [0CTATOYHO, YTOOH! BhI3BATh KAy, HO He YTOJUTD ee. MieanbHo, C
ymoBneTBopenueM mogyman JIlue CioaHb.

Yy F0aHb oKadas rojioBoy, Hafesach, UTO C OpaThsIMU BCe OyIeT B IOPSLKeE.
— Tloepmems Ha Kopabne?
— Ha kopa6re... — Jlun CioaHb IOAIEp T'OJIOBY PYKOM U 3agyMmaincs. — Jlydie HeT. d He yMero

II1TaBaTh, BOPYT HE BEPHYCE.
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