HuKkoac IpucTaabHO CMOTPENT Ha HEero, HaKOHEI[ TUX0 B3[MOXHYJI, CJIOBHO IHITAsCh BHIOXHYTH BCE
cBoé Oeccunue.

— OXOTHHKH Ha BaMIIMPOB 1 mou Knan KPOBU U3HAYAJIEHO OBILIH CMepPTEeJIbHBIMU BparaMu. Onn
OEeHCTBUTEIBHO IIPUJIOKUITIN BCE€ YCUIIUA, YTOOBI COeaTh 3TO.

Oun nocmotpern Ha Ce LI3v1(hasi, BCTPETUB €ro SICHBIE TJ1a3a, U MATKO IIPOU3HEC:
— Twl He HamMal Ha MeHS, U 9 yXKe paf.
Cuenapui, TTie COIIEPHUK IIPeBpAIaeTCs B 3aKafbIYHOTO APYTra, NEeMCTBUTEIbHO 3acTall BpacIioX.

C Toro MOoMeHTa, KaK MOSIBUIMCH OXOTHHKY Ha BaMIUpOB, B cepalle Ce 1I3bi¢hast 3apofuiocs fypHOe
IpegYyBCTBUE, U TeIlepb OHO CTaHOBUJIOCh BCE CUIbHEE, 3aCTaBIIsAsI €ero HepBHUYATh. MHTyunus
IIOJICKA3kIBaJia, YTO OH HE MOXKET IIPOCTO 0CTaBUTh Hukosmaca B mokoe. OH MOIMBITANICS BCIIOMHHUTD,
YTO IMMPOUCXOMUT B 3TOM YaCTH KHUTH, HO HUKAK HE MOT.

— Tak 4To Ke HaM Temnephb OeaTh?

On cmotpen Ha Hukornaca, ¥ B ero rjia3ax BAPYT IPOCKOJIb3HYIa IPUBSA3aHHOCTh. Ka3anocs, oH
3a0b1JI, UTO 9TO BCETO JIUIIL UCTOPUS, a HuKomac — mepcoHax, coO3naHHBIM aBTOPOM.

Hukomac oTBeTHI eMy HEJIOBKOM YIIEIOKOM:

— He Bonnyiics. d roBopus, YTO eAUHCTBeHHAS Belllb, KOTOPas MOXKeT YyOUTh MeHs, y2Ke HaXOAUTCS B
MOUX pyKax.

— Huxkonac... 4 sukorga He xoten TBoeu cMepTH, — Ce LI3b1(3i ¢ BUHOBATHIM BUAOM OIIYCTHUIT
roJioBy. Temephb OH flaXke He pelnajcs CMOTPETh EMY B I'jia3a.

— 4 3Har.
— ...
— 1I3w1¢hait!

BHezanHo nosiBuBLIascsad HUKOIb Hapylinia CIIOKOUCTBYE ABOUX U IIpepBajla HeBbICKa3aHHbIE CJI0Ba
Ce LI3b1(as1.

Hukosac cHOBa IIPUHSII XOJIOMHOE BhIpaXKeHue Nrila, OTCTpaHun pyky Ce LI3bidast, He oOparras
BHHMMAaHHS Ha eT0 OLIEJIOMJIEHHLIM BU/I, ¥ CKa3aJl, TJISAs B HallpaB/IeHHe 3a ero CIIHHOM:

— Ona npuina. Moy K Hew.

— Her!

Ce 1I3v1(h311 pE3KO0 MOMHS TOJIOBY, €TI0 TOI0C ObLI TPOMKHM U He JOIYCKAIOIIUM BO3PaXKEeHUH.
— Huxkonac, Ha caMoM ferne 4...

Yro npoucxogut? [Touemy oH BOpyr 3amosndan? Ce LI3ve1haii cXxBaTUICS 3a TOPJIO, €T0 JIULO
BbIpaxaso TpeBory. OH xoTel cKa3aTb HuKosacy, 4To He UCIBITEIBAaET K HUKOIL HUKaKOM JII00BY,
OHMU [laXke He BUAEUCh MHOTO pas, a ero ceple NpUHALIeXUT TOMY, KTO IIOKOPUJI €T0 C IIePBOT0
B3rJIsia. TOMy, KTO IIOMECTHII €T0 B cepeOpsHEbIM capkodar, Ho UCKal [JIs Hero BOJTYbe MOJIOKO.



OH x0Tes cKa3aThb €My, 9TO OH COBCEM HE TaKOM, KaK OIIKMCAHO B KHUTE, OH He XO0JIOfleH 1 He KEeCTOK.
Ilaxe ecnu Bcerga COXPaHAEeT KaMEHHO€ BhIPDdXKE€HHUE JIUIa U 9aCTO 6pocaeT €Tro0 B capKodoar, OH
HUKOI'Ia HE XO0TeJI IPUYUHUTE €MY Bpe.

YeTnIpe croBa «4 m00611i0 Te6sI» 3aCTPSIIK B TOPJie, U 4eM OOJIbIe OH ITBITAJICS WX MMPOU3HECTH, TEM
CUJIbHEe OHU 3aCTPeBaju. ITO MOPOYHEKIN KpyT. [IpobiemMa B 3TOM TeJie WM 3TO KOHTPOJIb TJIaBHOM
CHUCTEMEI Haf CI0XKeToM?

— Yto c ToOOH?

Hukomac, 3aMeTHB ero CTpaHHOE BhIpaXkKeHHe JIUIIA, TOMBITAICS MOAIeP&KaTh ero, YTOOH ITPOBEPUTH
11110, HO B CJIeYIOIIYI0 CEKYHOY OB OTTONKHYT HUKOID.

CHauasia OHa HaxO[UIach Oajaeko U yBugesna Toynbko cnuny Ce 1[3pidass. OOpamoBaBIIKUCh, OHA
TI03BaJjla ero, HO He MoJy4yuia oTBeTa. [logouas 61uxke, oHa 3aMeTusna Hukomaca, KOTOporo He
BHJIeJIa M3-3a er0 YEPHOTO Italia 1 Toro, 4yTo Ce LI3b1(haii 3aKpEIBajl €€ 00630P.

YBupes, kak Ce LI3p1)aii JepKUTCS 3a TOPJIO, €€ JIUII0 UCKA3UI0Ch OT THEBA, ¥ OHA Opocuia
00BUHEHHUE:

— YT0 TH C HUM cHenai?!

Ce LI3pi(hast TyT 2Ke CXBaTUII €€, TBITAsACh 3alIUTUThL HuKonaca, HoO HUKOIL He Morjia IOHATE €T0
nercTBUi. E€ momo3penus B 0THOIeHUHU HuKomaca TONBKO YCUIUINCDH, U OHA AaXKe MPUTPO3uiia, YTO
ecnu ¢ Ce LI3pipaem 4TO-TO CIyYUTCS, OHA He ocTaBUT HuKonaca B MOKOe.

B sTor MomeHT Ce LI3ri(hait X0Ten 3a0paTh e: «IH, THl MOTJIa ObI He MelIaTh?» EMy IIPOCTO X0TENN0Ch
ocTaTbcs ¢ HukomacoM.

Ho mouemy-To ero rojoc He CIIyILIaics, ¥ 4eM OOJIbIlle OH MBITANICS TOBOPUTE, TEM MEHBIIe
TI0Ty49anock. ['opyo coBceM He 60Ienno, Ho OH He MOT IIPOU3HECTH HU CloBa!

Huxkonac, YCIEIIIaB KPUK Huxkons, X0nomHO IIpoMoOJI4all. B 5TOT MOMEHT u3 HUOTKYIa II0OABUIICA
Motie, u ero BEIPpAZKE€HUE JIUIla T'OBOPHUIIO O TOM, 4YTO [€eJia IIJIOXH.

— Ceiiuac 6oJbIIas TpyIIia OXOTHUKOB Ha BAMIIMPOB MIPUOIUXKAETCS C TPEX CTOPOH. X03SUH, HaM
HYKHO OBICTPO YXOOUTh, — I'0JI0C Molie OBUI IT0JIOH TPEBOTH, CUTyallUs SBHO OblJIa He U3 JIETKUX.

Ce LI3w1(hati, mepkach 3a ropno, O B oTyassHuK. OH XOTeN CKa3aTh, YTOOR OHU OexKaliu, B3sB C
co60¥ Hukonb. Ho ero ropio CI0BHO 0TKAa3asioch pad0TaTh, ¥ OH MOT TOJIBKO M3[0aBaTh
HeuJIeHopa3aenbHbe 3BYKH. OTYasiHMe 3aCTAaBUIIO €ro I'la3a MOKPACHEeTh U HAMIOJHUTHCS CIIe3aMHu.

Huxkomac nosepHyscsa Kk HUKOIB:
— Huxkonb, naBal CHavasa BEPHEMCS B 3aMOK. Bo3pbMéM II3EHL... BO3BMEM €r0 C COOO.
Hukonb ¢ pa3mpakeHreM OTBETHUIA:

— Tet gymaets, s cHoBa TeOe moBepio? Trl, munep KnaHa KpoBu, O0UIIECS KyUKU OXOTHHUKOB Ha
BaMIIUPOB?

Ycnpimas 310, Ce LI3p1(ha11 4yTh He B30pBAJICA OT 3JI0CTH. JTa OEBYIIKA TaK [OJIT0 XKHKJla B CBOEM
m000BHOM CIIeHapHUH, YTO, KaXKeTCs, COBCEM ITIOTepsijia TOIoBy!



Bpar Ha mmopore, a OHU CTOST ¥ KAOYT, ITI0KA UX PACCTPEIsIOT?!

Ce LI3b1da11 He cTan TPaTUTh BpeMsl Ha FePOUHIO, OH IIPOCTO OTTONKHYN HUKOMB, CXBATUIT PYKY
Hukonaca 1, He TOBOPS HU CJI0Ba, T00eKasl B HAIpaBlIeHUHU, YKa3aHHOM Molie, He oOpaas
BHUMAaHU4 Ha peakiuio Hukoms.

— WguoT, TH BemEIIb X03sKHa IPSIMO K OXOTHHKAM Ha BaMIUpoB! — Moiie B IPOCTH 3aKpHyall.
Ox, mo6exanu He Tyma!

Ce L1313t TYT K€ OCTAHOBHUJICS, Pa3BEPHYJICSA U CHOBa IT0OexkaJsl, HO Yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO IIIaroB
Hukomac ocTaHOBUII €TO0.

He B cunax rosoputs, Ce 11361311 0TYaIHHO CMOTPEN Ha Hero:
— ??? He 6exXuiib?!
— Ilypaxk, 1 yMer JieTath.

B cnepnytomyto cekynny Hukomac nmomxBaTu ero. IIInpokuit 4YEPHLIH IJIall] YKPLUT ©X 000UX, CKPHIBas
UX B TEMHOTE.

Ha TéMHBIX 3eMJIsIX, KpoMe BCE OirxKe MOOXOOAIINX OXOTHHKOB HAa BAMIIMPOB, OCTAJIMCh TOJIBKO
omenoMiIeHHsle Moiie 1 HUKOJB, 3aCTHIBIIINE HAa MECTe.

9TO... COIEePHUK BIIIOOUICS B COTTePHUKA?!

CroxXeT MeHSIJICS TaK 6I>ICTpO, KaK yparaH, OCTaBJIds TOJIBKO 3BYK OCEHHEr 0 BE€TpPa, CPBIBAIOIIIETO
JINCTBA, OJId TeX, KTO CTOSAII Ha Kpalo.

Tummna TEMHBEIX 3eMeJlb BHE3AITHO HapyLUIUIachk CIabbiM MIOPOXOM, KOTOPHIM 3aCTaBUJI OLETIEHEBIITNX
Moite 1 HuKOIL OYHYTHCA.

Cnyx y Kitana KpoBu ¥ IeMOHOB Bcerjia OblJT OTTHYHEIM!

JIno Moiie nCKa3UunoCk:

— Bepa, 3TO OXOTHUKY Ha BaMIIKPOB.

Hukonb ¢ yBepeHHOCTHIO 3asBUTIA:

— Yero 6osThCcsA? ECiu OHM TIOJOMUAYT, 51 BRICOCY M3 HUX BCIO KPOBb.

— XoTs THI YUCTOKPOBHAS apuCTOKpaTKa KiaHa KpoBH, 5 BCE e HAloMHIO Tebe, YTO Ha 9TOT pa3
OHM, YTOOHI YCIIEIIHO YOUTh X0351MHa, He TOIbKO coOpasnu 0O0JIbIoe KOMMYEeCTBO JIIofiel, HO U
MCII0JTb30BaIM CaMOe COBPEMEHHOE OpyxKue. Hu s, HU X03IMH He MOXKeM TapaHTUPOBATh, YTO
CMoXkeM yUTH 0e3 oTeph, He TOBOPS yXKe 0 Tebe?

Moiie 3aKOHYUI ¥ He CTas 00JIbIlle YTOBAPUBATh, ORICTPO HAIPABUBIIKCH B CTOPOHY, KyMa YIIIIU
Hukonac u Ce 11351¢a1.

JIuio Hukomns TYT XKe II03€eJIeHeI0. Ona Cepbé3H0 ImoayMaiia CeKyHOy U PEMIUTEIbHO nmobexarna
BCJien.



CmacaTh He0O0 U 3eMJII0, HO CHayvaJsla CIacTu ceos!

HWrak, Hukonac, Hecymuii Ce LI3b1¢as, neTen Bepeny, 3a HUM cliefoBal Motlie, a ele gasblie —
Hukonb, mpeBpaTUBIIASICS B JIETYUYIO MEIIIh. JIeTeTh BLICOKO OBIIIO OMTAaCHO, TaK KakK 3TO MOTJIO
IIPHBIIEYb BHUMaHKE OXOTHUKOB Ha BAaMIIMPOB, II03TOMY OHU JIeTENIX HU3KO HaJ TEMHBIMU 3€MJIIMU.

Haup CaHb, KOTOPHIY AyMaJl, YTO BOT-BOT JOCTUTHET yCIIeXa, TOBET OXOTHUKOB Ha BAMITMPOB K
11eHTPY TEMHBIX 3eMeJlb, HO, OKPYKUB OOJIBIIYIO YaCTh TEPPUTOPUU, He YBUEN HU OJHOU JIeTydel
MBIIIH.

Hanp Canb nogas 3HaK OCTAaHOBUTHCS, IPUCET Ha KOPTOYKH U, IIPOTSIHYB PYKY K 3eMJie, B35
IIeNIOTKY 3eMJIU U ITOHIOXaJl e€. Ero nuiio ucKasuioch OT THeBa:

— JT10 3anax KnaHa KpoBY, HO OH yXKe CTaphlil.

OpuH U3 0XOTHUKOB CKa3aJl:

— Jlugep KnaHa KpoBH, KOHEYHO, He IPOCT. MEI IpeciefoBaiu ero JOIro, Ho OCTOSHHO OTCTaBasu!
OxoTHUK, cTosBIMY 3a Hank CaHeM, OBICTPO MOOOIIEN ¥ ITPOaHaTU3UPOBa:

— KanuTaH, MOXeT ObITh, 3TO IOJIy4YEI0OBEK-TIOTYBOJIK?

[TepBBIM OXOTHHK CHOBA 3arOBOPHUII:

— Ecnu 3T0 Tak, TO MBI C CAaMOr'o Hayajla OTCTallu.

JIuuio Hauw CaHsl cTaHOBUIIOCH BCE MpauHee. OH CEpbE3HO ITPOUIHEC:

— KrnaH KpoBM IOXMINAET HAIIKX JIOAEH, PAHUT UX, My4daeT. Halr Hapoy efiBa BEIXKHUBAET 101 THETOM
Hukomaca u ero kiaHa. MBI Tak [HOJITO IIJIAHKPOBAIM 3TOT OeHb, ¥ Tenepb HuKoIac HaBepHsKa BCE
noHs1. YToOH MoOequTh Bpara, Hy2KHO CHadaja YHUYTOXKUTD ero nupepa. Ecnu cerogus Mbl He
YHUYTOXKUM €Tr0 OKOHYATEeJIbHO, B OynyineM oHu OyayT elné 6osblile yTHETATh HAIll HAPOJ, KaK OHU
chernany ¢ BomybuM KIIaHOM.

[Tpu MBICTIH O HEIHEIIHEM II0JI0KeHUHU Bomybero KjaHa Iulla BCEX OXOTHUKOB IOTEMHeNU. B
cnenytommi MoMeHT Haub CaHb ITOAHST PYKY, ¥ BCe OXOTHUKHU OPOCHIIKCH BIiepen. B ux cepauax
Obla OfHa Llejlb — YHUUTOXUTH KilaH KPOBU U BO3BBICUTH pacy JIofek!

Ce LI3b1pati Haxomuics B 00bsATUSIX HUKOMaca, ¥ Ha 3TOT pa3 ero rjasa BUAEU He TOIbKO TbMy. OH
CMOTpEe, KaK iepeBbs OLICTPO IPOHOCUINCH MUMO, @ BETED, VAAPSBUINY B MUII0, ObLIT HE TaKUM
PE3KHM, KaK B OTKPHITON MalllMHe [ApPYyTa, a MITKUM, KaK JIETKUM Opu3.
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