— Yro T8 3agyman? — Ce LI3pi(haii mpucTanbHO CMOTPEI Ha HETO, ero B3TJIAA ObIT IPOH3UTEILHEIM,
CJIOBHO OH TIBITAJICSI YBUAETh CKBO3b TEJIO ¥ MIPOHUKHYTH B €r0 MEICTU. HO OH 3Has, 4To JaXe eCiu OH
U IOHAJ BCE 0 HUKonace U3 KHUTH, B 9TOT MOMEHT OH BCE PaBHO He MOT IOHATH, YTO TOT 3aAyMaJl.

YTO OH X0YEeT CHeNnaTh?

— Jlats Tebe maHC yOUTH MEHS.

— TwI ¢ yma comeén!

— 4 He cyMacIIefIni, 3TO TBOM eAUHCTBEHHBIHN IIIaHC YOUTh MEHSI CBOUMU PYKaMU.
B3rngan Hukomaca He Obl1 0OMaHYUBEIM.

Haxe ecnmu Ce 1I3b1¢aii HUKOTOA He yOuBaJ, faxke eciiy OBl OH JefCTBUTENIBHO COOMPAJICS 3TO
CHemnaTh, 9TO He JOJIXKHO OBIJIO MMPOHCXOMUTH B TAKUX 00CTOATENILCTBaX. OH HUKOTIa HE BUEII, YTOOH
KTO-TO CaM PacCKphIBaJl CBOM Cl1ab0CTH Iepef BparoM, fia ellé u nepef COIEPHUKOM B JTIOOBH.
[T'OBOPST, YTO CONMEPHUKY HEHABUISAT APYT Apyra, Ho HuKoac He TOIBKO He Halajasl Ha Hero, HO U
pacckasblBall, Kak ero yOuTh, ¥ faxke caM JaBajl OpyXKue.

OTOT YeloBeK, Kak ¥ TOBOPUJIOCH B KHUTE, KOT/Ia IeJI0 KacalloCh TTaBHOM TepOUHHU, CTAHOBHUIICS
XOJIOHOKPOBHEIM 0€3yMIIEM.

Youts ero? Ce LI3b1paii cMOTpen Ha KMHXKaJ, ero MBICIHN nyTanuck. Ecnu Hukomnac yMpeT, oH
CMOXKeT ObIcTpee yBumeTh HUKOIb U 3aKOHYUTE 3aflaHue, BEPHYBIIUCH B PeaTbHEIN MUD.

Ho... cMoXeT nu 0H 9TO caenaTh?

Kak TO/bKO 9Ta MBICTIb BO3HUKIIA, €T0 pPyKa 3ampoxkana. OH Bcerma ciiefoBall CI0OXKeTy, HO HUKOITa He
3ayMBIBAJICS, YTO MY MPUAETCS YOUBATh pagyu HETO.

— Ecnu s ymMpy, T CMOKEIb BEIUTH U3 9TOT0 cepeOpsiHOTO capkodara u OsITh ¢ Hukoms, — Hukomac
IpuOIKU3UICS K HEMY, €ro ToJIoc OB ITOJIOH co0Ja3Ha.

B cnenytomee mraoBenue Ce LI3b1¢aii IIMPOKO PAaCKPHUT I'1a3a, B3MAXHYJ PYKOU ¥ BHIOWIT KUHKAIT U3
pyK Hukonaca, KOTOpPHEIY, KaK Ha3Jl0, BOH3UJICS B HEPEBIHHYIO IIEPETOPOIKY KHUXKHOMU MOJIKY.

C yma coiiti, Hukonac, omxkHo ObITh, comién ¢ yMma. Ce LI3biaii OB TaK 3071, YTO €ro rjIa3a Hadajlu
KpPACHEeTb, KaK e OH CTOJIKHYJICS C TAaKuM 6e3yMmiiem!

OH miaHKUpPOBAJ He JBUTATHLCS, I0KA Bpar He HAaYHET NeNCTBOBATh, HO B CJIeflyl0lllee MIHOBEHHE
Huxkonac BHe3anHo noBanui Ce LI3r1dhast Ha 10, UX TeJla IJIOTHO MPUKAIUCh APYT K APYTY.

— 91! Yto TH memaenib!

Ce LI3b1(hati OB yBEPEH, UTO 3TOT Y€JI0BEK OKOHYATEIbHO COIIEN C YMa, ¥ Hadasl SPOCTHO
OoTTajIKuBaTh HuKomaca.

Hukomac, He oOpairasi BHUMaHUS Ha €r0 COMPOTUBJIEHNE, KPEIIKO 0GHSIIT eT0, TI0JI0KUB TTI0A00PON0K
Ha 1tedo Ce 1[3b1(3s1, ¥ CIIPOCHUIT:

— IloyeMy THI He yOUBaeIIb MEHS?

Ce LI3b1(ati OB B IPOCTH:



— Trl coBCceM COPEH[IUII, OTIIYCTH MEHS.
— [laBaii 51 0TBe3y Te0s Kyma-HuOynb! — BHe3anHo mpepoxun Hukomnac.
Ero Msarkuii TOH HeoxXupgaHHO ycrokoun Ce LI3pidas, 1 ero pasgpakeHue IOCTEIeHHO YTUXIIO.

[TepBoHauanbHO Ce LI3b1()3¥ OB TPOTUB IIPOTYJIKY C T1aBOM KiaHa KPOBH, HO... CIOXKET ITOBEPHYJICS
CJIMILIKOM PE3KO.

Hewu3ssectHo, x0oTen nu Hukomnac ycnokouts ucnyraiuoe ceppte Ce 11351951 unu ero Mo3r CHOBA fal
c00i1, HO OH HACTOsI/I Ha ToM, 4T00k 0TBeCcTH Ce 1I3k1()asT B TOPTOBEIM IIEHTP.

MoxeTe mpeacTaBuTh cebe KaMeHHOe JIUI0, HET, BLICOKOMEPHOEe JIUII0, ONETOE B OleKOY
apucTokpaTta KiaHa KpoBH, UAyllee 0 IePENoTHEHHOMY TOPTOBOMY LIEHTPY?

Ce 1I3b1(pati MOT HaTh TOIHKO OHY OIEHKY — HEBO3MOXKHO CMOTPETh.

Hukonac notsiHyn BOpoTHUK U cKa3asn Ce LI3b1()310, KOTOPHIM CTapasics AepKaTbCsa OT Hero Ha
PacCTOSHUU:

— He nputBopsiics, 9T0 MBI HE3HAKOMEI, 1 IPUMEHII MaCKUPOBKY.
Ce LI3vi(ha11 mOBEPHYIICS K HEMY:
— MackupoBky?

Huxkonac nposén naneieM nepep riazamu Ce L3bidasi, 1 ero 30710TEE BOJIOCH U royly0Oble r1a3a
IIPEBPaTUINCE B YEPHEIE BOJIOCH U Kapue Ij1a3a, a ero ofexa B CTUIe CPeJHEBEKOBOM €BPOIEUCKON
apUCTOKPATUHU IIPEBPATUIIACh B OOBIYHYIO YEJI0BEYECKYIO ONEeXKAY.

JIuio, noxoxkee Ha KO AHBYXKY, OCTAJIOCh HEU3MEHHBIM.
IO# AHBYUXKWU...

ITpexne yeM Ce LI3w1¢ai ycienn onmoMHUTLCS, HUKOIac CHOBa IPOBETT MAJbIEM, H OH CHOBA CTal
Cco0O0H.

Hukomnac yOpai pyKy ¥ IOLIEN BIIEPEN;:
— Tebe mOBE37T0, YTO B TBOUX T'JIa3aX 51 BHITJIXKY HHAYE, UEM [JI HUX.
Ce L3b1(ha1 mTOKAI nIedaMy, HUYero He CKa3as.

Houb MenyieHHO oImycKajach Ha TOPOJ, ¥ TOPTOBHIM IeHTP Hayall 3aKphIBaTh IBEPU U OKHA, HUKTO HE
XOTeJl OCTaBaThCA Ha ynuile. BcKope Tosia, paHee 3amoIHsABIIAsA LIEHTP, IIopefiesia U ucyesna.

Ce LI3ri(ha11, mepka B pyKax IakeT ¢ MOKYIIKaMHU, Bopyal:

— 3ay4eM THI 3TO KynuJ, ecinu Tebe 3TO He HYKHO?

— MHe nmoxka3sanocs, Tebe TOHPaBUIIOCS.

— KT0 cKa3zas, 4To MHe MOHPaBUJIOCH? f1 IPOCTO IOCMOTPE.

— OTO TOXE CUUTAETCH.



Ce H3BI(1)3ﬂ OBIJI TAK 30JI, YTO HEe MOT BLIMOJIBUTEL HM CJIOBA, HO €My IIPHUIIIJIOCh HECTHU IIaKET, BEIb
BBICOKOMepHBIfI IIpeaCTaBUTEIIb Knana KPOBHU HE CTAHET 3TOT'0 OejiaThb.

ConepHuKY B M00BY BCerna HEHaBUIAT OPYT Opyra!
— CronbKo Bellel, ¥ HeT TaKCH, KaK HeymoOHO.

TonbKO OH Hayas BopYaTh, Kak BAPYT pa3paics BeicTpenl. Ce LI3b1¢aii TOAHSAT TOJIOBY U YBUAEN, YTO
Hwukomnac yxe B3/eTeN B BO3[YX, a Ha MECTe, Ilie OH CTOSIJI, OCTajach AbIpa OT IYJIH.

YT0 mpoucxomut?
OOGepHYBIIKCH, OH YBU[EN, Kak 13 yria nosgsuicsa Haub Canb. OH ynbIbancs ¢ JOBOJIBHBIM BUIOM:
— Bugumo, g He omuOCs, THI JeHCTBUTEIIBHO IPUBEIT €0 CIoia.

[TepBoii peakuuest Ce LI3bidhast OBI7I0 TOCMOTPETh Ha HUKOIaca, KOTOPHIM 6e3MATEKHO [Tapuil B
BO3[IyXeE.

— T#HI... Kak TH 3[eCh 0Ka3aJiCs?

Hanp CaHb He OTBETHII, @ BMECTO 3TOTO MaXHYJI PYKOH, ¥ U3 TEHH BHIIIIN OXOTHUKH HA BAMIIMPOB, MX
opyXwue ObIJIO HalIpaBieHo Ha Hukomaca.

Tonbko Torga Ce LI3ridait nousn, uto Hans CaHb HUKOTTA HE paCCUUTHIBAN, YTO OH YORET HuKomaca,
HO KCITIO0JIb30BaJl ero, YTOObl 3aMaHUTh €r0 B JIOBYIIKY.

— Beru! — rpoMkuii KpuK, MOIHBIN CTpaxa, pa3dygun cobak Ha yiIuIle.

Hukonac, yKIOHSISICh OT Tpajia Imyib, OBICTPO IPEBPATUIICS B JIETYYYIO MBIIIb U CKPHIIICS B TEMHOTE.
— Yeéprt! — Hanb Canb B IpoCTU OPOCUIICS 32 HUM.

Ce LI3b1ati pa3o3nuics, oH noxgdexkan K Haubs CaHio ¥ IIperpafuil eMy Iy Th:

— YTo TH genaels!

EnBa He ynaB, Haubs CaHb OB Tak 3071, YTO XOTEJ YIAPUTE €ro:

— Ce LI3b1(haH, TH IIOAJIEI], OH — yTPO3a, €ero HyKHO YHUYTOXKHUTH!

CkasaB 3T0, OH He CTaJl TpaTuTh BpeMs Ha Ce LI3r1has1 u mobexka BCe 3a OXOTHUKAMHU, YKe
YCTPEMUBILIUMIUCS B TEMHOTY.

B Tyckiom cBeTe NyHBI KTO-TO TONKHYJ Ce 1[3b1(3st Ha 3€MJII0, IEPECTYIIUB Yepe3 Hero.

OH BOpPYT BCIOMHUJ KOHell HuKosaca B KHUTE, U ero cepalle cxkanochk. CeromHs OHU BHIIIIH,
Huxkomac otmpaBun Moiie HCKaTh XOPOIIYI0 BOTYHILY IS MOJIOKA, YTOORI IIOBAp MOT IIPUT'OTOBUTD
eMy mecepT. Moiie He OBIIO PSIOM, CMOXKET JIX OH U30eKaTh OXOTHHUKOB?

— Batii [Taonsio, Bau [1aoms0, Ts Beita? Casimuins MeHS? — Ce LI3b1()31 cKaj B pyKe HePUTOBBIN
KYJIOH ¥ TPSIC ero, Kak OyOTO ApoxKasl OT X0JIofa.

Bai [1sgoms10 He oTBETHIIA.



Ce 1I3b1haii OBLT TAK 3071, YTO XOTEJI MIBEIPHYTH €r0 Ha 3eMJII0. 3aTeM OH BCIIOMHUIT 0 HuKO/Ib, OH
MOJKeH HaWTH e€, BO3MOXKHO, OHA IIOMOXKeT eMy HauTh HuKoaca, Befb OH OB €€ JKEeHUXOM.

Ce 1I3b1aii momyman 0 TEMHBIX 3eMJIsIX, BO3MOKHO, Hukomb Oblta TaM. OH B ITOCIEOHUHN pa3
IIOCMOTPEJI B CTOPOHY, Ky[a HCYe3/IM OXOTHUKH, ¥ 1100eXKasl B IPOTUBOIOJIOKHOM HaIllpaBIeHUH, HO B
crenywolee MTHOBeHHUE M3-3a YTjla YIUIE TPOTSIHYJIach PyKa ¥ yTallluia ero.

— THI...

Ce LI3b1(ha11 MUPOKO PACKpHII I'1a3a, yBuAeB Hukonaca, KOTOPHIM 3aKpEUT eMy pOT pykKou. OH He
yb6exarn?

— He roBopu, upéM 3a MHOH.

CHoBa TbMa, Ce LI3r1(haii MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK €ro YHOCST B IIOJIETE, U BCKOPE, KOTAa 3peHne
BEPHYJIOCH, OH, KaK U 0XKU[aJl, 0Ka3ascs B TEMHBIX 3eMIISX.

Hukomac moctaBui ero Ha 3eMito u norén Buepén, Ce 1I3bi¢hai MOCTIeNnuI 3a HUM:

— Tol He paHeH?

— HeTt, — ero romnoc OvlJI CHOKOWHBEIM, 0€3 SMOIHH.

Ce 1I3b1ati momOeskan BIEPEN U IPEeTrpafiuil eMy Iy Th:

— ¢ He 3HAJ 0 CETOAHSIIHEM...

Hukosac ocTaHOBUIICS, CIIOKOWHO TSI TTepeq co6o:

— 4 moHuMaio.

— THI IeHCTBUTEILHO ITOHUMAEIh?

— Huxkonb ckopo GyfeT 31ech, UAK C HEW, OHa OTBEHET TeOs B MeCTO, T'ie HEeT OXOTHUKOB.
Cka3zaB 310, Hukomnac obomén Ce 1I3b1¢has 1 IOUIEN Aasbille, HO TOT CXBATUI €T0 3a PYKY:
— A te1? Kyfia THI UEIIB?

— IIelCcTBUST OXOTHUKOB SIBHO OBITIM CITJTAHMPOBAHE! 3apaHee, MHaYe OHU OBl He CIIe[UI 3a TOOOI.
— YT0 TH UMeeIb B BUIY?

— Moiie BHISICHHUII, UTO BcTpeua Hukomb ¢ ToO0M 1 e€ 4yBCTBa K TeOe — BCE 3TO OBIJIO CIIJIAHUPOBAHO
OXOTHHMKAMH, OHU ITPOCTO MCIIOIb30BAJIM BaC KaK IIPUMAHKY, YTOOH BEIMAHUTh MEHSI U YHUYTOXKUTS.

Ce LI3wi(hatt mOKayam rojioBOM:
— Her, 3T0 He Tak. B cioxxeTe 9TOT0 HE OBLIIO.
Ot FOu LI3nm3sHa mo Hukonaca, Ce LI3pihaii Bcerma Tak TapMOHUYHO 00IAeTCs C «COTIEPHUKAMU».

P.S.: PebsTa, BB 4TO, Ha 9K3aMEHHI YIIUIH?
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