— 41 B mopsifKe, IPOCTO HE MOTY CMUPHUTHCS C T€M, YTO He CMOTJIa CBaJIUTh TOr0 4YejioBeKa! —
Cynpyra 5 ¢ cunoil ciiomasia YepelraxoBblii HAKOMHUK Ha CBOeM MU3UHIIE.

— Kak 310 Bo3MoxkHO! — Kan lOaHb ¢ HefjoBepreM pacIIupuil Ijasa, ero rojioc craja pe3kuM. — Bo
BpeMeHa CasienHoro IIpegka Haka3aHKe 3a KOJIOOBCTBO ObIJI0O CMEePTHHIM npurosopoM! Jlaxe ecnu
Ero BenuuecTBo He Tak *KeCTOK, Kak CBsIeHHbN [IpefioK, HO OH He MOT OHl...

YBunes, uto Kan 0aub kpaliHe o3agadeH, cynpyra [Is nepeckasana CoOObITHS, IPOU30IIEIINE B
yepTore Lluxyau.

— d v rocnopuH JIt0 BOILIX B 3aj1 ¥ YBUAEJIH, YTO HACJIeOHBIM MIPUHI] YK€ CTOUT Ha KOJleHsX. Ero
BenuuecTBO mpocMaTpuBal JOKa3aTeNlbCTBa €r0 HEBUHOBHOCTH, KOTOPHIE TOT MPEeACTaBuil. f, cnenys
IIJIaHy, yTepJia CJIe3bl ¥ Hayalla XajloBaThCs, HO Ero Benuuyectso maxe He nopHsn rina3! — Cynpyra
[l ¢ rHeBOM TOTepJIa YroJIOK Ijia3a MIaTKOM.

— A BHIL...

Kan IOanb mouyBCcTBOBa cTpax. ECiu ero rocroxa He COEPKUTCI U OCCOPUTCA ¢ Ero
BenuyecTtBoM... OH r71y60KO BOOXHY, ycroKauBas cebs. Ero rocroxa Obljia MyopoX ¥ HUKOTTA He
coBep1Iuia Obl TaKOU TIYIIOCTH.

Kaszanocs, Hebeca ycnbitianu ero MonuTBeL. Cympyra [I3 pacckasana eMy He 06 9TOM, HO ee CJIoBa
3aCTaBUJIM €70 [TI0YyBCTBOBATH XOJIO B cepple. Kak MOXeT B 3TOM MUpe CyLIeCTBOBATh TaKOX OTel]?

BepHeMcs Ha yac Ha3af, Korfa cynpyra [ u kauujep JIro BMecTe Bounu B ueptor Lluxysu. Torma
OHM yBHUAENU cTpororo umneparopa Ilsuas u Ce MyuuHa, CTOSIIETO Ha KOJIEHAX C HEBUOUMBIM
BhIpaXKeHUEM JIUILIA.

XKemnauue ocnenuno ux. OHM CaMOHAJESTHHO MPEOTIONI0XKUIM, YTO UMIepaTop II9HI3 JepKUT B pyKax
«[O0Ka3aTeNnbCTBa» MPECTYIIeHUH HaclegHoro mpuHila. OHYU Jaxke JyMajld, YTO UMIEPATOp ykKe
HaKa3aJjl 3TOT0 SKOOHI II00MMOTO IIPUHIIA OO UX IIPUX0MA.

Opuako Ha Oymare, KoTopyio 6pocun ummnepaTop LII9Hm3, OBII0 HAITMCAHO HE TO, YTO OHU OXKUIAJIH.
Tam He OBITIO HU CJIOBA O TOM, YTO HACJIEMHBIN IIPUHII B KAKOM-TO MOMEHT IIPUKa3ajl KOMY-TO CHeJlaTh
KYKJIy u3 0071a4YHOM IIapyu, HU O TOM, YTO OH BOTKHYJI MHOXKECTBO UT0JIOK B KYK/Y C HallMCAHHBIMHU
Ha Hell MaHHLIMU POXK[eHUs. BMecTo 9Toro TaM ObIIO ONKCAHO IIOBeieHNe BHYUYKHU KaHIepa JIio —
JIo LIs1051HB, BO ABOPILIE.

JTro 1IsiosiHB TIpOBETIA MSATH JHEH BO [IBOPIIE, U ITOCKOJNIBKY ee TeTs He ofpaljaja Ha Hee BHUMaHUS,
OHa KaxX[hlit eHb Opoauma mo MMmepaTopcKoMy camy, 3HaKOMSICh C MHOTOYHCTIEHHBIMU
HaAJIOXKHUIIAMU. Bce OHU C yOOBOILCTBHEM OOIIAINCh C HEeW U Jaxe 3asBIIsIM, YTO eCJIM OHa CTAaHeT
CYTIPyTO¥ HacJIegHOTO IIPUHIIA, 3TO OymeT OJIsd HUX ayduuM ucxomoM. JIio LIsosHb TakKe HaMepeHHO
1 HEHApOKOM HaMeKaJjla Ha HeloCTaTK¥ cympyr# [13. M3-3a ee MOIOJOCTH OPyTHe AyMaJH, YTO OHa
TOBOPUT 0€3 3JI0T0 YMBICTIA, U YTEIIasu ee. 3a HECKOJIbKO THEeH OHa CMOTJIa COMM3UTHCS CO MHOTUMHU
BO JIBOPIIE.

Cymnpyra [Is ¢ HEHABUCTBIO CMOTpeJia Ha OyMary B pyKax, ee rjia3a IblJIajid OTHEM, CJIOBHO OHA
XOTeJa cXeub ee moTia. JIumo KaHipiepa JIio Takxke Ob1s10 MpauHbIiM. OH He puKa3kbiBas JIo 1Is0sgHb
nenath 9T0. OH YKpagKOu B3TISHYI Ha Cynpyry 9 ¥ yBUOeN, YTO ee JIUI0 CTaao 3eMIuCTeIM. OH
IIPOKJISJI BHYUKY, KOTOpas UCIOPTHUJIa BCe, U Pa3HOTIacus MeXAy HUM U Cynpyrou [13, KOTopeie yxKe
OBLITH ITOXOPOHEHE!, CHOBA BCIIJIEUIM Ha IIOBEPXHOCTD.

Cymnpyra [13 Mmyapo caepkanack. [loTeps caMoo0iagaHus mepe UMIIepaTopoM Morja 00epHYThCS



CEPBhE3HEIMU IIOCIIEJCTBUAMU. ITeyaTr PeHUKCaA Y Heée B PYKaX €elIlle He yCIieJIa HarpeThCd, KaK OHa
MOTJIa IT03BOJIUTh cede IMOTEPATH ee?

Ho ee orell B 3TOT MOMEHT He Mor fyMaTh 00 3ToM. JIfo LIs105Hb Oblia IpUBeeHa BO ABOPEL] ero
KeHoH. X0Ts OHa Obla MOJIOfa, ee XUTPOCTH Oblla BeNluKa. [T Ha To, YTO OH fepxXKaJl B PyKax, OH
IIOHSJI, YTO 3TO BHI3BAJIO HEYAOBOJILCTBUE UMIlepaTopa. OH MOOHAI PYKY, ¥ 3BOHKUY 3BYK IIOI€YUHEL
pasHeccs o yepTory Lluxysii, 3acTaBuB flaxke eBHyxa Cy MOOHATH OPOBb.

Cynpyra [Is mpuKphlIa IOJI0BUHY KA, C HELOBEPHUEM pacuIupuB riaa3a. C Tex mop Kak OHa BhIIIIa
3aMyX 3a umrnepaTopa IlI3H3, HUKTO HE OCMEJIMBAJICS TaK IIOCTYIaTh ¢ Hew. [lociie Toro Kak oHa
CTaja CyIpyToi, KpoMe TOTO BpEMEHH, KTO ocMenuics 661 ockopOuth cynpyry [19? Tonpko oHa MOTJIa
OUTH IPyTHX, HO He Ha000pOT!

B rueBe cynpyra [I5 He Moriia 0oJIbllle CHePKUBATHLCS.

— Kaxk T cmeemns 6uTh MeHs! — Cympyra [I3, mpoBefiias MHOTO JIET BO OBOPIIe, U3/Iy4alia TaKyio
BJIACTHOCTD, UTO KaHIyiep JI1o HeMHOT0 opobert.

Ho 3aTeM 0H BCIIOMHUJI, YTO OH €€ OTell, U YTO OH UMeeT IIpPaBo OUTH ee, 3a0LIB, YTO cympyra [
BBIIIIJTA 3aMyK 3a ©MIiepaTopa. [laxke eclii ee paHT He OBII BHIIIE, YeM y HET0, YNHOBHUKA IIEPBOTO
PaHra, ee CTaTycC OBI BHIIIE, YeM Y HETO.

— Kaxk g He cmero? 4 noBepun Tebe LisogHb, 1 TH Tak 0 Hel 3aboTunach? Ecnu 661 He MyapocTs Ero
BenuuecTBa, 51 OB He y3HAJ, KakK OHa CTpafaeT!

— Ona ctpagaet? — ['onoc cynpyru [ cTan pe3kuM, Be3biBasg 60J1b B yilax. — ['ociogus JIio, BaIln
cnoBa cmetnsbl! Ecu O He 51, cMoryia OBl OHa BBIXKUTE BO IBOpIie? Ecnu Obl He 51, cMoria Okl OHA
n36exaTh HaCMeIleK?

Kaniyiep JIto He HalleJICs, YTO OTBETUTh.

— U eme, rocrionuH JTio, He TOBOPUTE, YTO s HeGIarogapHa. $1 BHIIIIIA 3aMyXK 3a KMIIEPATOpPa, BaM
nyuiie 6BITH 0CcTOpoxkHee! — Cympyra [13, yBUIeB, Kak KaHIyiep JIi0 pacTepsiics, I0YyBCTBOBAJIA
6obIIIoe yIOBIETBOPEHKE U XOJIOMHO Opocuia 3TH CJIoBa, 0OJbIe He TIISIAs Ha Hero.

— Barme BenmuuecTBo, s MpHIIIa CETOIHS TOJIBKO II0 ITOBOY feJla 0 KOoNmoBcTBe. He Moriu O BB
nmaTh MHe 00bsicHeHue? — Cympyra I3, ¢ Tyla3aMHu, TOJTHEIMU CJIe3, HO YIIPSIMO He MO3BOJISIS UM
yIacTh, BbI3Basla coxajeHue y uMneparopa s, Xopoas XKeHIMHa, KOTOPYIo KaHLjep JIo
BOCITMTAJI TaKUM 00pa30M, Orljia MOUCTUHE XKaJKa.

OH cnerka KalllJIAHYJI, €Tr0 CIIOBa OBLITH HAIlOJTHEHBI CapKa3MOM.

— Yro KacaeTcs KOIIOBCTBA, IPUYMHA KpoeTcs B Mucc JIo. Ee cioBa B MMmepaTopckoM cany Oblmu
noucTtuHe yoemutenbHel! — OH chenan nay3y, HaOmiofas 3a UX BRIPaXkKeHUSIMHU, a 3aTeM ITPOIOJIXKUIIL.
— Hanoxuuna [y Bo3HaMepuaach OKJieBeTaTh HACIeAHOTO IIPUHIIA, IPOKINHATh ABOPIOBEIX CYIIPYT,
YTO SBNSIETCA TSIXKKUM IpecTymnneHueM. [Tocme nonyaus s otanpasiato Cy MyHa B 3afHUN ABOPEL C
yKa30oM. Bl MoXKeTe yUTH.

— Bamre BenuuecTBo, o61ayHast mapya — 9TO He TKaHb, KOTOPas JOJIXKHA OBITh B PyKaX HATOXKHUIIEL,
BepHO? — KaHiytep JIto, He 3Has moYyeMy, 3afa BOIIPOC.

WmnepaTop 1313 cy3un riasa.



— Kanumep JIto, BBl 0efCTBUTENIBHO UCKYCHEL. BBl 3HaeTe gaxe, U3 KaKO¥M TKaHM CHeflaHa KyKia O
KOJIMOBCTBA. B OymyiieM, MoxeT ObITh, BB OyIeTe 3HATh [aXe, YTO S €M KaXKObIU IeHb U B KaKOu
OBOpPeEI] XOXKYy?

— Crapnii cnyra He cmeeT! — JIto L{r0aHb IOCTIEIIHO yIIaa Ha KOJIeHH, KIaHsIsICh. — JTO cynpyra M3
paccka3saja MHe 00 3ToM!

Ce MyuuH ¢ MpayHBIM BbIpaKEHUEM JIUIIA TIOHSJI, YTO 3TO OblyIa MOIBITKA IIEPEBECTHU CTPEJIKHU.
[Toxoxe, kaHLep JIt0 X0Tes BTAHYTH CyIpyry [13 B 9Ty uctoputo. OHU CpaXaJlucCh OPYr C APYIoM,
Kak Bparu. Bugumo, B cembe JI10 He BCe Tak IIPOCTO!

Cympyra [Ia moyyBcTBOBasna cebst Kak B nefsHou mycTeiHe. CrioBa JIo L{1oaHsT HaMeKalu, 4To
00BUHEHU B LINNOHaXkKe 3a UMIlepaTopoM ObUH ee omubKou. HeyxKenn OH IeHCTBUTEIHHO XOTe
3aiiTH Tak faneko, YTOOhl BTSHYTD €€ B 3T0?

— XBaTtuT! BBl JeCTBUTENBHO OyMaeTe, 4To S yKe IOTepsyl pacCynoK? HeKoToprle Belld 1 He
rOBOPIO, YTOOBI COXPAaHUTH Ballle nuio. He OygbTe HarnbiMu! — ['HeB uMmepaTopa rpsgHysl Kak I'POM.
U torga mpowu3olia ClieHa, C KOTOPOX BCe Ha4yanocCk.

— l'ocnoxa...

Kan IOanb Bupen, Kak cynpyra [[3 npeBpaTuiach U3 HEYMEJIOH IeBYIIKH B MacTepa, CKPHIBAIOIIETO
CBOU 3MOIIMH. YBHUJIEB €€ B TAKOM ITOJIaBIIEHHOM COCTOSIHUM, OH II0YYBCTBOBAJI CUIBHYIO 00JIb, HO
HUYEro He MOT CHeJlaTh, KpOMe KaK MPUJIOKUTH XOJIOMHOE IIOJIOTEHIIE K ee JIUIY, HaflesiCh, YTO CIef
OT TIOIIEYHHH UCYE3HET OhICTpee.

— Kan KOaHb, ckaxu, KeM 51 eMy Pux0xkych? Kak OH MOT Tak IMOCTYIuTh CO MHOU? — Cympyra [13
OosbIlle HE MOTJIa CKPHIBATh CBOIO ITedaJib, YIIaB Ha JUBAH M PHIas.

— 4 ero mous! Kak oH MOr papu HeOllpefeJIeHHOU CYyIIPYry HaCJIefHOT 0 IPUHIIA IOCTYIUTh CO MHOU
Tak? IlInroHaxX 3a UMIIEpaTOPOM — 3TO TAXKKOe IIpecTyIlyieHue. Heyxkenu oH He fyMaJl, 4To,
IIOTEPSIB MEHS, €r0 BHyYKa He CMOXKeT BEIKUTH? — Cynpyra [13 kpudana, xXejas BHIUIECHYTh BCIO
CBOIO SIPOCTE.

— l'ocmozka, pas B BHIIUIM 3aMYXK 3a KMIIEpaTopa, Bbl TeIephb MIPHUHAINIeXKUTe UMIIEPaTOPCKOM
cembe. Ecnu Ballla ceMbst TIJ10X0 K BaM OTHOCHUTCSI, He oOpalaiTe Ha HUX BHUMaHus. — Kan FOaHb
HEYKJTIOXKE yTellall.

— 4 BhHIIITIa 3aMyXK 3a KMIlepaTopa B YeTHIPHAIATh JIeT, B UeThIpHaALUaTh! f ogHa Tpynuiack, 4ToOk
nobuthcs ycmexa. Ho ummnepaTop mono0un uMmnepaTpully HuHCUHD U faXke TUYHO HaOO#an 3a
CTPOUTENLCTBOM ABOplla HuHCuHE A1 Hee. 4 He XajoBajach, HO KOTHa 5 mornaja B 6ey, oH Opocum
MeHs. Teneps, Korga g CHOBa B (haBOpe, OH CHadasa JIbCTUJI MHE, @ 3aTEM BTSIHYJI MEHS B 3Ty
WCTOPUIO TIEpEe]] UMIIePaTOPOM, YTOOBI PAaCYUCTUTD Iy Th M1 CBOEN BHYYKH. Moe cepiie 3aMep3o!
— Cymnpyra [I3 MaxHyla pyKOH, CMeTas 4aliHble IPHHAA/IEXKHOCTHU €O cTojia. OHU yIlanu Ha
XOJIOOHBIM KaMeHHBIH 11071, M3/1aBasi 3BOHKUM 3BYK, pa30uBasich, Kak ee cepile, KOTopoe yxke OblIo
pasbuTto B ueprtore Liuxysi.

Cymnpyra [I5 Tux0 phigasa, IpUKphIBas U0 IIMPOKUMHU pPyKaBaMu, YTOOB COXPaHUTh ITOCTIeNHIE
ocTaTKu poctonHcTBa. KaH F0aHb, yBUOEB 9T0, OECIIYMHO BHIIIE.

OH CTOSIT Y IBEPH, UCIIOHSS CBOU [OJT, X Yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BpeMsI YCIIBIIIal, KakK cympyra [19 30BeT
ero, C IMpexXHel YBePeHHOCThIO ¥ BLICOKOMEPHEM, CJIOBHO OHA He IepexkuBaia TOJIBKO YTO OYIIEBHYIO
KaTtacTtpody.



— Kan HOanb, Bo#au, TOMOTY MHE IIPUYeCcaThCs!
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