— Knu 3mecs!

Ma Tao TopomnuBo cka3an L3su FOit u yxKe cobuparsncs 6exaTh BHU3, HO, IOAYMaB, PEIINI, YTO
OCTaBIISITh €T'0 OMHOTO HeOe30MaCHO, ¥ CXBATU/I MalbuKKa, T00eKaB C HUM BHU3.

Kpuku 0 moMoIIu qOHOCUIUCH C TepepbiBaMu. Ma Tao, gepxka 1I3sH FOi1, KOTOPHIM CIIOTHIKAICS Ha
Oery, cmycTuics ¢ xonMa. Kpuku BHe3anHo 000pBaIuCh, 3araylleHHbIE TYCTOM KyKypy3ou. Ma Tao,
Tala 3a coboit L[3sau FOi, KOTOPEIN TO U Aeso mafas, mobexal BOOJb MO K fanekol rope. ITo mytu
OHU BUIENH, KaK MHOTHE JIIOU C MOTHITaMU CIIEIINUIIU BIepes, 00TOHSS UX.

Korpa oHu mo6pamnuch [0 Jyra y MOJHOXKHUS TOPEI, TaM yKe co0pasach TOJIIa JII0fed C MOThITaMH |
TIaJIKaMH.

I'pynna nwoopen MIyMHO OKpyXKuia 4To-To, U Ma Tao, otnyctuB L1358 KO, KOTOPEIHA IOTUpAa
yunbaeHHOe KOJeHo, IpoOuics CKBO3b ToNy. Ha 3eMye cumen MalbuuK JIeT IBeHaAlaTH-
TPUHAALATH, TOPLKO Inava. Ero mransl OBIM U30PBaHEL, a Ha JieBoM Oefpe 3usijia paHa, U3 KOTOPOU
TeKJia KPOBb.

— Yxoy BaHbB3HB? UTO CNTy4usiocs?!
C youBnenueMm crpocuin Ma Tao.

Y:k0y BoaHBBIHB OBIJI TEM CAMBIM MaJIbYMKOM, KOTOPHIM TP Mecslla Ha3af, Korma Lluub dH u ero
OPY3bs ITaCiU CKOT, u3feBascs Hap L[3gaH F0ii, 3acTaBUB €ro OMMCaThCH.

— Bena, makan ykycun. XopoIo, YTo YCIeH CacTy, & TO HeU3BECTHO, 4eM OBl KOHUUTIOCE.
OOBSICHUTT KTO-TO U3 TOJIIIEL
— A rpe ero oten? ITouemy cpa3y He OTBE3/IHM B 60IbHUIYY? UTO TOJKY TYT IJaKaTh!

B rna3ax Ma Tao menbkHyn yKac. OHU IeUCTBUTEIBHO KUJIUA B TOpaX, HO HanageHusd I1aKaos,
BOJIKOB, TUTPOB U JIEOIAPH0B ObIIK B ceMupmecsTeix rogax! C Tex mop, Kak oOH ce0st IOMHUT, OH
HUKOTZA He CJIBIIIAI O CydasX HarmafeHus I1akaaoB. CaMbIMU OMACHBIMU OB Pa3Be YTO OUKHUE
co0aku U KaOaHHI.

— Ero pogutenu HemaBHO yexanu. KTo ero moseset?

Ckaszas OmHOCeIbYaHUH.

Ma Tao crpocun:

— A KTO Torfa Kpudasn o nomoinu? Ecnu oHu ObIM BMECTE, IIYCTh OTBE3YT €ro K Bpady!

— Tei ipo AByX Manbunilek u3 cembu Yky CaHbusHa? OHU MOIUIM UCKATh MOJIBIHE, YTOOHI
OCTAHOBUTH KPOBb.

Ma Tao ynusuics:
— IonmeiHb TOMOXKET? PaHa Takas cepbe3Has!
OpHOoCenbYaHUH C BUAOM YeJIOBEKa, KOTOPHIM HUUEM He MOXKEeT ITIOMO0Yb, CKa3all:

— 91, Csa0 Tao, 3aueM TH Ha MeHS 3nMUIbCS? Eciu He monbiHb, TO UYTO? THI TOTOB 3aIlJIAaTUTh 3a €TI0



neuyenue? Takas paHa 00oimeTcs B Komeeuky. He me3s He B cBoe [ef10. ECTi X04els TOMOYb, CXOIU
coo0mu ero 6abyIKe ¢ OegyLUIKOH, MyCTh 3a0epyT ero mOMO.

Ma Tao 3amornyain, cMOTps, Kak Ykoy BaHbBIHB phigaeT oT 605u. B gyie oH 4yBCTBOBAJ 3710CTh U
Oeccunre, HO HUYETr0 He MOT CAesaTh, KpOMe KaK IIPUCECTb U OCMOTPETH PaHy.

OpHa XeHIIWHA C COXaJIEHNEeM CKa3asa:
— Bena, Takoro MayieHbKOro pebeHKa 3aCTaBUIIA CTOPOKUTH T0JIe. JX.
Ipyras XkeHIIMHa fobaBua:

— A Ky@a meBaThCs, €CIU poguTenu yexanu? M npaBaa, Kak MOXKHO OCTaBUTh TPOUX JIeTEN Ha [IBYX
CcTapukoB? M KOpOB MacTH, U mojie oOpabaThiBaTh. XOPOILIO, €CIM CMOTYT UX BHIPACTHUTh, & TeIephb
elre ¥ makaj yKycun!

Moropas XeHIuHa PoOKO CKa3ana:

— OKa3BIBaeTCs, B 9TUX IOpax eCcTh MIaKajbkl. BaM, KTO CTOPOXKUT I0JIe, Haflo OBITH OCTOPOXKHEE,
cobupanTech BMeCTe, UTOORI IIaKaakl 00JIbIlle He Hallafallu.

[ToxXuIoi MyK4KHa JIeT COPOKa CTPOTO CKa3ar:

— HeBecTKa BTOPOTo ChIHA, HE [aBay IJIYIIBIX COBETOB. ThHI B Halllell IEPEBHE BCET0 HECKOJIBKO JIET U
HUYEro He 3Haellb. Thl He CIIBIIana, YTO Halllk ITaKamkl CTpaHHBIe? Korga oguH uiu [Ba YelloBeKa
UOYT B TOPHI, HUYETO0 He CIy4YaeTcs, a BOT Koraa Tpoe — Bcerga Oega. CeromHs Kak pas3 Tpoe U
monanu B 6edy. 4 CbIIam OT OTI@, YTO IIaKaJjlbl JIIOOST KycaTh TOTO, KTO UIET ITOCEPENUHE.
[IepenHero u 3agHEro He TPOraloT, TOJIBKO cpefgHero. CTpaHHO, IpaBha?

— Te1, HaBepHOE, PO BTOPOTO ChiHa Ps6oro JIu? ToT, 4TO moIes CMOTPETh Ha KOPOB C OBYMS
MaJbYMIIKaMy U CULeNl MeXAy HUMU 3a e[joM, KOTfa IIaKasl ero yTallui?

— He roBopu 00 3TOM, Ps60ii JTu y2Ke ymMep, He CTOUT BCIIOMUHATh. YBaxKall MEPTBBIX.
HeBecTka BTOpOro CeiHa nobjaefHesna OT cTpaxa U CIPOCHa:
— A nouemy Tak?

— He 3Ha10, MO¥ OTel rOBOPUJI, YTO LIAKAJIBl CYUTAIOT, YTO TOT, KTO CUIUT [I0CEPENUHE, TPYCIIUBLIY,
STOMCTUYHBIN U 3J104, IO3TOMY U KyCarT €ro.

[Toxkunoy MyK4nHa B3OOXHYJI U MaxHyJl PyKOH.

— JlagHo, pacxogutech. Csio Tao, MoxkeT, cOeraellb 3a ero OeOyLUIKou, MyCcTh 3a0epeT ero HOMO.
Takas paHa MOXEeT 3arHOUThCH.

fH X3muH, KOTOPHIY C MHTEPecoM Habiofan 3a MPOUCXOASIIUM, BAPYT CKa3a:
— IIa, Tem OoJiee TBOM OTEIl YUUTEb...
— Iana 9H, KaKkoe OTHOILIeHHEe MOY OTeLl UMeeT K 3TOMY?

PazgpaxkeHnHo otBeTun Ma Tao, pe3K0 MOBEPHYBIIKUCH K HeMY. OH MOOHSA PhIAaoero Yxoy
BaubBoHb U, no3BaB L[3saH O, momesn npoys.



— XM, XapakKTepHBIH ITapeHb.
Oripkuyn AH Xanud. OKpyXKalolye 3aCMesIuCh, U TOJINa Hadyala PacXOOUThCS.

Ma Tao, Hecs TOTepsIBIIEro MHOTO KPOBH U e€[iBa CO3HaTeNbHOr0 YKoy BaHbB3HS, ¢ L[3gH 01 3a
CIIMHOM mobexa BOOJb TPOIMUHKY BHU3 K qambe. Tam oHu BcTpeTunu LluHb f1Ha, KOTOPHIY 1€t
HaBCTpPedy C MEIIKOM B pyKax.

— Huns 98, luss d4H...
L13sn KO cpa3y Opocuscs K HeMmy, 00HSI U 3aTOBOPHIIL:
— Koro-To maxkan ykycun!

Hunp Ax Haxmypuics, B3si L3saa FOu 3a pyky u nogoiiesn K Ma Tao. OH B3risgHyI Ha YKoy
BoHBB3HB U CIIPOCHUIT:

— Yto cny4yunocs?

Ma Tao, 3ambIXaBLUIXUCh, C TPYAOM BBITOBOPUII:

— Ero... makan ykycun. 1 Hecy ero qomox... 4ToOsl 6abyIIka oTBea ero K Bpayvy.
— ITo#imeM, s ¢ ToOO1I.

— A mnone...

— Huuero, unemM.

Hunp Ax nepenan memok 11351 KO, cMeHun uamMotaHHOro Ma Tao u, B35IB IIOTEPSBIIIEr0 CO3HAHUE
Ykoy BoaHbBIHBL Ha PyKH, OBICTPO 3alllarajl BIEpen.

[luub dH 1 ocTanbHBIE, HE OCTaHABNIKUBAsACh, fobexKanu 10 IBOpa ceMbu UYKO0Y, BeCh B IIOTY U eBa

nepeBops AbixaHue. L3sH F0ii, mo6nemHeBIINH OT yCTaNIOCTH, IPOCTO IPUCIOHUIICS K CTEHE U Cell.
Bo mBope cemupecsaTuneTHss 6abyurka YKoy cuperna y ABEpH U IIUja, a ABE NeBOYKY JIeT IIECTHU-

CeMHM CIIOKOWHO CH[IeJH Mepel CUTOM, BEIOUpPast IeCOK U3 (acou.

Babymka YKoy, ycrnbllaB yM, IOGHSIa TOJIOBY ¥ YBU[ea, KaK ee BHYKa, BCET0 B KPOBU, HECYT B
noMm. Ctapyxa ¢ ©3yMJIEHHEM IXPOKO PACcKphUIa ria3a, 6pocuia UINThe U, IPOXKa, TOJOoLIa K HUM, C
yXKacoM risifgs Ha 6e3:Kku3HeHHOro YKoy BoHbBIHE.

— Taon3el, 4To ¢ MoUM BanbB3HEM? KakK 0OH Tak nocrpagan?
[IBe meBOYKY pPOOKO BCTAIX ¥ OTOLUIM B CTOPOHY, HaOmooas 3a IPOUCXOASIINM.
Ma Tao nocnemun ycnokouTs 6abyIIKy, HO B TOJI0Ce €T0 3By4aso HalpskeHue.

— BabOymka YKoy, He BOIHYWTeCh. BOHLEBIHD BCTPETUII IlIaKasa B II0Jie, ¥ ero YKycuau. HyxkHo
OTBE3TH €ro B O0IBHUILY, paHa CIUIIKOM OO0JbIIas.

— Kak on mor BcTpeTuTh makana? OTKyha 3mech makanel? ['ocogu!

Babymka YKoy Hauasna NPAYUTaTh, IPOTSHYB CBOM MCCOXIIKE PYKH, YTOOH B3ITh BHYKa, HO LIuHb AH
ykiouuncs. OH yxe B35y ce0s B pYKH U CIIOKOMHO CKa3al:



— Babyurka Yoy, BH ero He nogHuMeTe. ETo HyKHO CPOYHO OTBE3TH B O0nbHUIYY. HalimuTe KOro-
HUOYyOb, KTO TIOUAET C HaMHU.

— Xopotio, xopotio, B 6onbHULY, B OonbHULy! TunTHH! MoK 3a HemymKo#, CKaXu eMy, YTO C
BoHbBIHEM CNIyuusoch 6ena, MyCcTh CPOYHO eneT B OOIBbHUIYY B TOPOL!

Babymka YKoy, OITOMHUBIIKCE, falla YKa3aHUs IeBOYKe U, 3a0paB Bce CBOM cOepexkeHus, mobexasna
3a luap AHOM, TOPOIIMBO BHUAS CO OBOpA.

B nepeBHe OBI7I0 Masio NTtofel, 60IBIIMHCTBO TOMOB OBUIM 3aKPHITHL, TAK KakK BCE VIIIU CTOPOXKUTh
TIOJIS.

[TsTepo mu K Kojoxauy, Korga Lluue Au BcmoMHUI 00 opxupesix Ha gam6e. OH OCTaHOBUIICS, U
ocTasibHbIe ToXe 3amepnu. Llunb AH, 6ecrniokosck, ckasan Ma Tao:

— Ma Tao, ol unu c Lizsu FOi Ha mone, ctopoxute ero. 4 ¢ 6abymkoit Yxkoy oTBe3y ero K Bpauy. Ha
110JIe HeJIb3sI OCTABMIATH 6e3 mpucMoTpa. Bo3bMu 11BeTH ¢ Kpast mons, L3sH i u Cso X3, 1 0TBeOu
VX Ha TBOU y4acCTOK.

Ma Tao comHeBaCs:
— THI CIIpaBUILILCS OOUH?
— Cnpasmtoce. UguTe.

LIwHb 4H, OIPOIIABIIKCE, C COXKaJeHHEeM B3TJITHYIT Ha HUYEro He mogo3peBatoero LI3su FOi,
CTHCHYII 3yObl ¥ OBICTPO TOIIeN Brepen, a 6abyinka YKoy, TSKeso [Ablllla, C TPEeBOTOM CliefjoBasa 3a
HUM.
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