— B TOT MOMEHT OHa MMOCKOJIb3HYyIacCh ¥ YyTh He yIaja, U3-3a Yero TONIKHYJla MeHS B IIPyAd, HO caMa
He Opocuiiack cracaTh. YBUEB, YTO Hemomaneky mpoxoqut Ero BemuyecTBo, 0Ha 3akpuyaa o
TIOMOIITY, ¥ TOT[a UMIIepPaTop IIpUKa3all eBHyXy Xy crmacTu MeHs. O maabHEeUIIUX COOBITUSX MaTyIIKa
3HaerT... Bor Tak Xyaup ¥ 0Ka3ajach BO JBOpPILIE.

— BenHoe muTst Moe, BUIUMO, 3TO Oblyia cymb0a. YKIHBYKY NEHCTBUTEILHO HE YMella IIJIaBaTk...

Ycnwimas ato, rocrioxa YK9Hb CHayana 3aMepJia Ha MTHOBEHHUE, 3aTeEM MENJIEHHO KMBHYIJIA. [Teyarnsp
B ee rjla3ax CMEeHUJIaCh BHE3aIllHOU APOCTBI0, 1 OHa C HEHABUCTHIO IIPOU3HECIIA:

— Ho oHa He pmomkHa Oblyla BTITUBATh B 3TO MO0 No4Yb! OTa Mep3Kas TBaphb!

U351 UHb, yChbIlIaB, KakK rocrmoxa Y2K9Hb MOATBepAuIa ciaoBa LI3sH Xyaii, T0YyBCTBOBAJ, YTO B €T0
cepale 3aKpajioch COMHeHKe. EMy Ka3aioCh, YTO OH YTO-TO YIYCTHII, U OH Ha4aJsl OIlacaThCs, 4YTO
IIPOUCIIIECTBUE C CECTPOM OBIJIO HE CTy4alHOCTHIO, @ Pe3y/IbTaTOM Ybel-TO KOBapHOU 3amyMKu. OH
PeIInII BEISICHUTE OOJIbIIE:

— Ocwmentoch cupocuTs, Bame BricouecTBo, a 4To ceryac € 3TOU YKIHbUKY?

[13sH XyaH, Ka3anock, Oblyla KpaliHe pa3gpakeHa, YCibimas 9To uMs. OHa MaxHyja PyKoH, B ee
r7a3ax MeJIbKHYJIO Ipe3peHue.

— JTa Mep3Kas TBApb MTOCIEOoBaa 3a MHOU BO ABOPEI, HO 5 HEe MOTY TepIIeTh ee. 91 He MOTy yOUTh
ee IIPSIMO Ha Trjla3axX y UMIIEpaTopa, M0O3TOMY OTIIpaBuiia ee B [IpayeyHoe yIpaBieHNe, ITle OHA
3aHUMAETCS TPSI3HOM ¥ HETIOCUIBbHOM PaboToi. 3a mocaeIHre MECSIIbI MHE COOOIIUIIHA, YTO OHa
TsKeo 60bHA U yKe Ha TpaHU CMepTH. f mpuKasaia IOoANepKUBaTh ee JKU3Hb C TIOMOIIbIO
JKEeHbIIeHs], YTOOBI OHA He yMepJia TaK IPOCTO.

— HYCTB OHa MY4Ya€TCd B ITONTY2KHUBOM COCTOSAHHNH, ITIOKaA Xy3171p He YCIIOKOUTCA.

['ocnoxka YK3Hb, YCIBIIIAB 0 TaKOM o0palleHuu ¢ YKIHbYXKY, BHIIISAAENIa HEYIOBIETBOPEHHOM, HO,
TIOMHSI, YTO OHM BO ABOpIe, a LI3ssH Xy9#i — BCero NHIlb HOBasi HAJIOKHUIIA, JIUIIL C THEBOM
IIPOU3HECsIa 9T0 U 00JIbIlIe He CTaja KacaThCs 3TOM TEeMBI, JIUIL C 6eCIIOKOMCTBOM CIPOCHIIA:

— Kcratu, Xysiip, 5 ellle He CIIpallliBajia, a UMIIEPATOP BCe 9TH MECSIIE IPONOIKaeT Te0s
0asI0BaTh?

— Marymxka!

L3sta Xyaii He 0XKugana, YTO MaTh Tak OBICTPO CMEHHUT TEMY, [a ellle Ha Takyio. OHa cxKaja Tr'y0sl, B
ee rojoce Ipo3ByYaso HeloBOIbCTBO, SBHO He XKeJas IPOA0JIXKaTh 9TOT pa3roBop. OnHaKo, YBULIEB
0eCIIOKOUCTBO B I'/la3aX MaTepy, OHA B3[OXHYJa U C HATIHYTOM yILIOKOM OTBETHIIA:

— C Tex IOp Kak 4 Bolwia Bo ABopell, Ero BenuuyecTBo Bce 3T MecsLbl, KpoMe YepTora
BapawmuBaHus Cepalia, KaXkblli JeHb OCTaHaBIUBa/ICA 3[eCh... OH 4acTo XBaJIUT MeHs 3a KpacoTy U
HEXKHOCTh MO€H KOXKH, KOTOpas UCTOYaeT TOHKHUM apoMar.

T'oBopst 00 aToMm, 113511 Xy3it BOPYT BCIIOMHHKJIA KOE-YTO, ¥ €€ JIU1I0 HEMHOT'0 CMSITYHIIOCh:

— KcraTn, Martyika, a Mo JBOIOPOOHEIN OpaT U3 pe3ugeHIun KHI3s CsS0s0 yxKe mprexa Bo
aBopen?

— TBo#t gBotoponHEH 6pat? KoHeuHO, OH mpuexar.



YcnpInaB BOpoc, rocmnoxka YkaHb ¢ 66CTIOKOMCTBOM TIOCMOTPEJIa HA H0Yb ¥ HEPEIIUTEJILHO
IIPOU3HECIIA:

— Xyaup, S ¥ TBOU CTapIIuii OpaT CIBIIANN, YTO OH, I0X0XKe, ITepefal Yyepe3 YIpaBieHue
BHYTPEHHUX [eJ1 KaKyi0-TO Ma3b [ Tebs, Ha3riBaeMylo «Ma3sb JIeTHON KOXHY U He(PUTOBBIX
KocTel»... [loxanyicTa, He MOCTyIal OIIPOMETYNBO, UMIIEPATOP TaK XOPOIIO K Te0e OTHOCUTCS, a
THL...

— Maryiika, 0 4eM Brl roBopuTe? Pa3se s 110X0xKa Ha 4eJIoBeKa, KOTOPHIY He IIOHUMaeT CBOeU POoiu?

L3511 Xyait Gblyla yOUBIIEHA, YTO €€ BOMPOC BEI3BAJI TaKKe MOJO3PEeHHs Y MaTepu. Eil MoKa3anoch, 4To
OHU BC€ CJIMIIKOM MOJO3PUTENIBHEL, ¥ OHA YCTAJIO OIyCTHIa TOJIOBY Ha CTOJIMK, OTBETUB:

— HpOCTO PaHbIllEe MHE HPAaBUJIOCH €€ HMCIIOJIb30BaTh, BOT s K CIIPOCHIIA.

LI3saH WHb, yCrbIlIaB 3TO, BOPYT BCIIOMHUIJI, KaK OH MBITAJICA IOACTPOUTH LI3gH JI010H, HO TOT CyMen
n306exaTh HETIPUATHOCTEN. BCTIOMHUB €ro CIIOKONHEE, 0e3MATeKHbIe YePHEIE T1a3a, OH
HaXMYpHUJICA:

— Barre BricouecTBo, He COUTHTE 3a IeP30CTh, a Ma3b ObINIa TIIATEIbHO TPOBepeHa?
— Bpart 60uTCs, YTO OH He Jajl HaCTOSIIYI0 Ma3h?

Ycnpimas, 94To 0H 6ecroKouTcss 00 3ToM, nmuio LI3sH Xy9ii HEMHOT'0 CMSTYHIIOCh. Ee TOHKHUE MabIlbl
JIETJIX Ha CTOJIMK, ¥ B ee B3TJIAMNe YUTalach HaJIMEHHOCTD C JIETKUM OTTEHKOM CIIOKOMCTBUS.

— BparT u MaTyIKa MOTYT He BOJTHOBAThCS, Ma3b s IIPOBEPHIIa, OHA He sfoBuTa. K ToMy ke, Mo
IBOIOPOIHBIM GpaT Bcerma MPUCHIIal ee MHe B fap. Temneps, KOTa 5 MOIy4YrsIa CTaTyC HATOKHHUIILL, a
KHSIJKeCKasl Pe3UIeHIUs TOXKe MOJIyYuIa CBOIO MO0 CJIaBhl, ¥ OpaT IMOIYyYuII MOBLIIIEHHE, OH,
Oymy4u BCETO JIMIIh NTyaHOM, KUBYIIIMM Ha 4yKOWHE, He TIOCMEeT IIEePEYUTh MHE.

Ycnpimas 310, 13sgH MHB, BCIOMHMB, YTO €T0 CeCTPa TakK XKe ION03pUTeNIbHA, KaK ¥ OH caM, HEMHOT'0
YCIIOKOWJICSI ¥ TUXO BHITOXHYJI:

— Barrre BeIcouecTBO MyIpH ¥ IIPEIyCMOTPUTEIBHEI, 3TO 5 35T OECIIOKOHIICS.
— Bpart 3a6oTuTcs 000 MHe, 5T 9TO 3HAI0.

Cka3zas 370, LI3g9H Xy3l, Ka3anochk, BCIIOMHUJIA YTO-TO BaXXHOe, U €€ JIUIO CTaJlo Cepbe3HbIM. OHa
BBITPSIMUTIACH ¥ MEIJIEHHO, CJI0BO 3a CJI0BOM oOpaTunach K LI3sH HHIO:

— ¥V MeHs ecTh HanmoMuHaHue 115 OpaTa. Cefiyac mooxkeHre HaCleQHOT0 IPUHIIAa Ha TPOHE 0YeHb
YCTOWYMBO, U C TEX IOP Kak 5 BOIIA BO IBOPEL], UMIIepPaTPHUIlA TaKXKe MPOSBISET KO MHe 3a00Ty.
TpeTuii IPUHII, XOTh ¥ CHIH HAIOXKHUIIE! [19, UMEeT CHIIbHYIO MOANEPKKY CO CTOPOHEI CBOEH MaTEPH,
HO OpaT HU B KOEM CJTydae He [I0IKeH OIMOUTHCS B BHIOOPE CTOPOHHL.

3gH UHE HU3KO IOKJIOHUJICS U IIOYTUTEILHO OTBETHII:
— Bare BricouecTBo, s1 3aIIOMHIO Ballld CJIOBA.

L3511 Xya#, YBUEB, YTO OH UCKPEHHE BOCIIPUHST €€ CJI0Ba, YILIOHYIach U 00paTUiIach K roCIoxe
Yk9HB, KOTOPas C TPYAOM CKpBIBajia CBOIO I'PYCTh:

— Bo [BOoplle MHOTO IIpPaBuUJI, U g He MOTY UX Hapyuatb. CKOPO HaCTYNUT MOJIEHb, U 5 HE CMOTY



o0emaTh Cc MaTywKoy u OpaToM. K cyacThio, UMIepaTop MUJIOCTUB ¥ Pa3pelLIny MaTyIike u OpaTy
noobenath Bo gBople. [Tocme o6efa BbI CMOXKETE CHOBA IMTPUUTHU TIOTOBOPUTH CO MHOM.

Yepe3s monyaca rocrnoxa YKsHb, C TPYIOM CKPBIBAs Iedajb, IIar 3a IIaroM, OMUPAsiCh Ha CTaPIIEro
CBIHA, BHIIIUTA M3 BHYTPEHHUX IIOKOeB. EMBa OHa ycIesa MOCTaTh U3 PyKaBa IIJIaTOK, YTOOR BEITEPETD
CNe3bl, KaK MOYyBCTBOBasa, 4To L[357H MiHb BHE3anHO ocTaHOBuUIICS. OHA MOMHSIIA TOJIOBY U C
HEeIoOyMeHHEeM II0CMOTpela Ha Hero.

li3s1 MHB, 3aMeTHUB B3IJISA MaTepy, CHadala 3afyMasics, 3aTeM, CJIOBHO IPUHSB pelIeHue,
IIOBEPHYJICS K Hel U CKa3all:

— Maryuika, moxanyicTa, OTIIpaBbTeCh C OCTAJIbHEIMU I1000€aTh, a I X0Uy HeHal0IT0 OTIYYUTECS.
— ThI X04ellb paccaenoBaTh Aeio YKIHbYUXKY?

l'ocrmoxa YK3Hb XOpOoMIO 3HaJla CBOET0 CTapIuero CelHa, U, YCJIBEIIIAB 3TO, Ha €€ JINIe IOABUIIACh
TE€Hb, a B3IJidAO CTaJl 2KECTKHM.

— TBos cecTpa TONBKO YTO CKa3aa Tebe 3T0, y Tebs eCTh COMHEHUS?
— A y MaTyUIKH UX HET?

L1355 UHB, yCIBIIIaB, 4TO MaTh TaK OBICTPO pasragajia ero MBICIIM, CHAavala YOUBHIICS, HO TYT XKe
0CO3HAaJI 3TO U, OTJISIAEBIINCH BOKPYT, MPUTHYJICS K YXy TOCIOKHY YKIHE:

— 310 OEJI0 BRITTIAOUT CIIMIOIKOM YK CquafIHBIM, U1 MHe KaXeTCs, YTO YTO-TO 37eCh He Tak. 4 oyMari,
MaTyHIKa ﬂeﬁCTBHTeHBHO CYHUTAET, 4YTO BCE B IIOPsAOKE...

— J:[I/ITH MO€, pa3Be g CTOJIBKO JIET B KHSI2KEeCKOU PEe3nIEHIINU ITPOXKUIIA 3p5{?

l'ocmioka Yk3Hb yCMeXHyIach U MaxHyJa pyKou, naBas L|3gH VHIO IOHATE, YTO OH MOXKeT UATHU. B ee
TJ1a3ax YUTaAJIO0Ch CIIOKOMCTBIUE C JIETKUM OTTEHKOM JKECTOKOCTH.

— Wpu, ecnu xouetb. [lo obena elre mondaca, s IpuKpoio Tebs. [TocTapaicss BepHYThCS OBICTPO.
11351 UHb, I0JIy4YUB pa3pelleHue, HU3K0 IOKJIOHUJICH:
— Brarogapio MaTyIiKy.

l'ocnozka YzxkaHb HaOMIOOana, Kak LI3sH MHB m03Bai 00BIYHYIO CITyKAHKY ¥ HAIIPABUJICS B CTOPOHY
[TpaueyHoro ympaBneHnus. [locmenHue ciaeqsl MATKOCTH HCUE3JIH C ee JIWIa, OCTAIMCh TUIIb
XOJIOOHBEIE YEPTHL.

[TpoiiTi HECKOJIBKO IIIaT0B [I0 BHEIIHETO [BOPA, TOe XKAa/lk CIIyTH U3 KHSIXKECKOU pe3uieHIInH,
BKJTI04as CTOSIIIYIO BIIepedu ToCroxy My, Bce y:Ke YyBCTBOBa/IM, YTO WX HOT'YM OHEMEJIH OT OJT0r0
CTOSTHMSI. YBUMIEB €€, BCe 3aCBeTH/IMChH OT PAIOCTH U THUXO IPOU3HECIH:

— [IpuBeTCcTByeM MaTyIIKy, KHATUHIO.
— BcransnTe.

F'ocnoxa Yk9Hb, yBUAEB, KakK rocrnoxa My KiaHsieTCs el, I0YyBCTBOBajla, YTO MpayHble MEICIIH,
BO3HUKIIIME TI0C/Ie BCTpeuu ¢ LI3gH Xy, HEMHOTO PacCesJIuCh, OCTABUB JIUIIb YyBCTBO
ymoBneTBopeHus. Ee nuiio crano 60jee IPUBETIUBHIM:



— TonpKO 4TO S BHeIaach C HAJIOXKHUIIEN, U OHA CKa3aja, YTo HMIIEPATOP MUJIOCTHBO PA3PEIINII
BCEM M3 KHSIZKECKOU pe3ngeHnuu moo0enaTth BO OBOpIE. Io obefa elre 1mojyaca, BaM He HY2KHO 30eChb
CTOATH, MOZKETE MMPOTYIIATECA.

Ycamiias 370, CJIYyTH U3 KHSI2KECKOH pe3ngeHny, 3Hasd, 4YTO OHAa — MAThb L3sn XYSfI, IIOKJIOHHUJINCh "
IOYTUTEJIBHO OTBETHUIIN:

— Cnymaemcsi, MaTyIlIKa, KHATHHIO.
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