L35t JIow0¥ COXPAHSII CIIOKOMCTBYE, Haxke Koraa ero nepeduiu. OH CIIOKOMHO OBEPHYJI TOJIOBY, C
NIETKOM yIEIOKOM Ha ry6ax:

— TTonmecsiia Ha3af, Ha BeceHHeM mupy, s HoroBopuics ¢ Ero BeIcOYecTBOM, U He CMell
peHe0peYs ITHM, TIOTOMY CPa3y IO IPUOBITHN OTIIPABUIICS K TPETheMY IIPUHITY, YTOOEI OOCYOUTH
KOe-KaKue BOMPOCH. Hafieroch, Ky3eH He 0TKaxkeT B COBETE.

YcnbiaB c10Ba «TPETUM IPUHIT, Jly MUHB pPeuIus, 4To 3TO IPOCTO OTroBopKa L3sH Jlotod, u XoTen
TI0OCKOpee YUTH OT 3TOro moBeckl. Ho, cripocuB, OH ¢ ynuBIeHWeM 00HapyKuJ, 4TO 3TO IIpaBAa, U B
€ro TJIa3ax MeJIbKHYJIO0 U3yMJIeHHE:

— O? Heyxenu?
113511 Jloto# crerka MofHS TOJI0OBY, CIOKOWHO yIb0asich B OTBET:
— Kys3eH Tak youBI€EH, a ¢ KaKoU 1IeJIbI0 BEl 30EeCh?

JIly MuHb He 0KH[IaJl, YTO OH OCTAHETCS TAKUM CIIOKOWHHIM, ¥ Ha MTHOBEeHHE 3acThil. OOHAKO Ha ero
nuIie He OBIJIO CMYIIEeHMS, OH MPUBLIK K TAKUM CUTyalmsaM. Ero rimasa 6eramu, 6ygTo OH MCKall
onpaBHaHue:

— 9T10...
HOub CroaHb, CTOSIBIINM PSIOM, TYT K€ BMEIIAJCs, YTOOR pa3psaauTh 00CTaHOBKY:

— Jly, monMecsitia Ha3an Ha BecernneM nupy s Obi1 TaM. Torga HaclegHUK LI3sTH yIIEN paHblIe U3-3a
el B IOMECThe, ¥ TPETHUH MPUHI] JOTOBOPHUIICS C HUM OOCYIUTh BCE Ha MUY I[BETOB.

— IMousitHo, — Jly Muns B3rnguyn Ha FOub CioaHsd, ero yierkas ynbiOKa cTaja ellée mupe, 0yoTo oH
He BOCIIPUHUMAJ ero Bcepbe3. OH JIEHUBO ONEPCS Ha KOJIOHHY TajJiepeH, TOKauuBas BEEPOM U3
CJIOHOBOMY KOCTH, ¥ OAMUTHY LI35H JIo0t0. — TONIBKO YTO BUAEI TPETHETO MIPUHIIA, OH, KaXeTCs,
HallpaBUJICA K IaBunboHy [IbsiHOr0 beccmepTHOro... ECN Ky3€H X04eT ero HaTH, IIyCTh CIIy2KaHKa
mpoBeneT Tebsi. CerogHsITHUN TUP IIBETOB OPraHN30BaH UMIIEpaTPUIlel, HO OHa, 3aHATas OejlaMu,
BPS[ JIX MOSIBUTCSA. TakK 4TO, IIOCJIe BCTPEeYH C TPETHUM IIPUHIIEM, He 3abynb BEPHYTHCSI KO MHE.

YBupes, kak Ha nune L1348 JIo0s MeIbKHYIU CMeIIaHHbe YYBCTBA HEJJOYyMEeHU U OTBpalleHus, JIy
MuHb CJIOBHO TIOJTyYMJI YTO-TO MIPUSATHOE, U €T0 yNIbIOKa cTaa emle rioyoxke. OH HAaKJIOHUICS K yXy
L3sH Jlowod ¥ mpolenTan:

— ¢ maBHO He BUMEN Ky3€HA U C HETEPIIEHUEM KOy BO3IMOKHOCTH 06CYIUTh C TOOOH! KOE-4TO.

113511 JIOI0¥, YCTIBIIIAB 3TO, YIBIOHYTICS, HUYET0 He OTBETHUIL, JIUIIb CJIeTKa MOKJIOHUIICS U IIOCIIEI0BAT
3a CIIyKaHKOM K Nal€KOMY I1aBUIbOHY.

Habmionas, Kak cBeTno-3enéHas purypa L[3su Jloosa yoansercs, JIy Munb, onupasich Ha KOJIOHHY, He
MOT chepaTh ynbiOku. OH Opocun B3rian Ha FOub CioaHs, KOTOPEIM cMOTpen Beyen Li3su Jloioio, u
JIEHUBO ITPOU3HEC:

— Kaxkoi KpaCuBHIY 4eJI0BEK, IIPOCTO CEPALE HMIEMHUT.
HOHb CroaHb, yCIIBIIIAB 3TO, IOKPACHE, He TO OT CMYIIEHUSs, He TO OT THeBa:

— Jly, aTo HacnmegHUK KHA35 Cs0510, KaK THl MOXKEIIh TaK TOBOPUTE...



— IIpocTo coBa, 9To ¢ Toro? — JIy MuHb yaeIOHYJICS, B €70 IJla3aX MeJIbKHYJI TEMHBIM OTTEHOK, HO
T'0JIOC OCTaBaJICS CIIOKOWHBIM, OYATO OH He IpuAaBal 3HaueHus ymenuemy 1[3su Jlowow. O
cepbe3HO Havan coBeToBaTh IOHL CroaHI0. — Cyns 0 TBOEMy BUAY, THl TOXe 3aMHTepecoBaH. He
OoTpullal, TH MeHsI He oOMaHeIb. Mo Ky3eH C TaKO¥ BHEUTHOCTHIO, MATKUM XapaKTEPOM M BEICOKUM
II0JI0KEHUEeM — BHITOfHAs NapTus. Eciu He XKeHUTHCS Ha HEM KakK Ha HacJleJHUKE, TO 3TO TOUHO
BHITOOHAS CHEJIKA.

FOusp CroaHb, BUAS ero Bo30yXKeHHe, II0YyBCTBOBAJI ce051 HEJIOBKO, HO €0 JIUI0 CHOBA IIOKPAaCHEIO:
— Jly...

Jly MuHb, BUs €T0 MOKpaCHEBIIee JIUI0, CHOBA OPOCH B3TJISA Ha YAAJSIONIYIOCS CBETIIO-3€JIEHYI0
¢urypy Li3siH JIotos ¥ ¢ JIETKOM YIBIOKOM ITPEII0KIII:

— ITaxke ogHa HOYB C HUM, HaBepHOe, OymeT He3aOkrBaeMoii, Xxa-xa-xa...

YcnbiaB cMex no3anu, 113sH JIowit pe3ko ocTanoBusics. Ero TéMHbIe T1a3a 61ecHynd, a Ha rybax
IIOSIBUJIACh XOJI0HHAs yielOKa. OH IpoIIenTat:

— Jly MuHs.

He ycmern oH 3aKOHYHTh, KaK IOTHSII TOJIOBY ¥ OTJISIMIENI rajepeo, 0OCTaHOBUB B3TJISAM Ha IBETYIIIEM
nepeBe Geoi IPyIIH.

B 970 BpeMms1, B maBUIbOHE 3a CTEHOH, 1[3gH Xyail, oeTasi B CBETIIO-KENTOE IJIaThe, IIPUKPHIBAJIA
JIUILO BeepoM, HaOmofas 3a OTPOMHEIME KapIlaMy, [IJIaBaloyMU B IPYOY 1O ranepeeii. Ha eé rybax
urpajsa JIerkas ynnoka.

TonbKO 4TO OHa BcTpeTusia HuH XyaHb, KOTOPYIO HE CMOIJIa IIepeXuTpuTh Ha BecenneMm nupy. Hun
XyaHb OblJIa 0feTa B POCKOIIHOE IIJIaThe C KPAaCHBIMY ITMOHAMH, HO €€ Hapsil, XOTS U KPaCUBHIY, He
MOT CPaBHUTBLCS C PEOKUM CBETJIO-KENTHIM IaTheM LI3sgH Xyaii. X0Ts OKpyzKalollie 3HaTHhIE JaMbl
HUYEro He CKa3aJid, UX 3aBUCTIIMBLIE B3TJISAB OBITA OUEBUIHEL.

OueBuOHO, Ha 3TOT pa3 €€ Hapsp OB JIy4Ile.

BcnomuuB, kak Hun XyaHb yiiina ¢ HeloBOJIbHBIM uIioM, L[3sgH Xyaii He Morjia CoepKaTh YIIbIOKH.
OHa npoBena pyKo# 10 CBOeMy IjaThio, Habsiofas 3a KapraMu, ¥ B3sjia KOpM OJ1s1 phI0 Y CITyKaHKH,
aKKypaTHO Opocasi eTo B BOZY.

CoOupasich TONHATHCS U MIPOUTH K MaBUJIbOHY, OHA yCJIbIIIana c3agy pOOKUM, HO PalOCTHBIM T'OI0C:
— IIpocTuTe, BEl 1 rocmoxa LI3sgu?

1131 Xy3li HaxMypuiach, TOBEPHYIACh U, XOTS €€ ynbbKa cTana YyTh XOJIOHEe, BCE XkKe CIIOKOMHO
OTBeTHIA:

— Ia, a TH KTO?

YcnbinaB OTBET, ClIyKaHKa HOCTalla U3 PyKaBa MaJeHbKYIO 3allCKy, OCTOPOXKHO OTJISIeNach H,
yOeaUBIINCH, YTO HUKTO He BUMAUT, rofana e€ L[3saH Xyail:

— locnoxa 1351H, 310 OT Ero BricouecTBa HacnegHoro npuHia. [loxamyiicTa, IPpUMUTE €€ TalHO.

3amnucka OT HaCJIeHOI 0 IIPUHIA?



9TH cJI0Ba MTHOBEHHO 3aTPOHYIIM TakHble Xemanus LI3sH Xyait, 1 e€ IUI0 3aCHsiIo.

B KHSI2KeCKOU Pe3uIeHINH, BKII0Yast TOCIOXKY UK9Hb, IOYTH HUKTO HE 3HAJI, YTO C IBEHA/IATH JIeT,
Korma I13sH Xyaii BIepBEIe II0CEeTHIIa UMIIEPATPHUIY B COIPOBOXKIEHNH MaTEepH U YBUOEIA
HACJIETHOT0 MIPHUHIlA, TOTMAA eIé MATHAAIATUIETHETO, C eT0 U3LICKAaHHOH BHEITHOCTHIO U
671aropoIHOM OCAHKOM, OHA MeYTasla CTaTh MPUHIIECCOHM ¥, B KOHEUHOM UTOTe, HUMIEPATPHUIIEH.

Temeps, yCrbIIaB 0 3alKUCKe OT HAaCIeQHOro npuHila, L3sH Xyait ¢ paflocThio X0Tena €€ MPOUYUTaTh,
HO, TIpeXe YeM OHa yCIlesla pasrysieTh TeKCT, 3aMeTHUJIa, KaK ClTy>KaHKa OTCTYIua Ha [iBa Ilara,
CJI0BHO CcOoOMpasich YUTH. ITO BHI3BAJIO ¥ HEE MOJI0O3PEHHS, M OHA CIpsATalla 3alliCKy, CTPOTO CIIPOCHB:

— ITopgoxpmu! Tel em€ He CKa3aja, U3 KaKOTO ThHI IBOPILIa, YTO OCMEJIUIIACh ITepefaTh 3allUCKy OT
HAaCJIeJHOro MPUHIla He3aMyKHeH OeBYILIKe?

— l'ocnoxka 113gH, He KpuuuTe! — YBunes nopgo3penust LI3sH Xyai, cyxkaHKa nobieqHena u,
OTTISIIBIBASICh, IIOCIIEIITHO CKal3aila. — JTO JeHMCTBUTENIbHO HAaCJIeMHbIN IIPUHII BeJIeN IepenaTh
3amucKy, s He BpY...

— a? — Li3san Xya# npuilypuiack, Habmionas 3a UCITyTaHHOM clyxkaHKou. OHa JocTaja 3aluCcKy U3
pPyKaBa U CIIOKOWHO cIipocuiia. — Tkl TOBOPHIIB, UTO 3TO HACJIeIHbIM IIPUHI] BeJell TepefaTh 3amlucKy.
EcTe nmu y Te0s1 mOKa3aTenbCTBa?

— ... d cnyxaHKa ABOPIA, CIIyKy UMIIepaTpulle, — CIyXKaHKa, BUAs COMHeHUs Ha nuue Li3gau Xysi,
MIOHsIA, YTO Ta OOUTCS MOAOENKH, HO, 00SICh YIIYCTUTh BCTPEYY C HACIEOHLIM IIPHHIIEM, B3[I0XHYIA C
o0eryeHreM U TUXO OTBETHIIA.
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