— Vo0eli MeHs... YOell MeHs...

YernmoBek B er0 00BITUSAX MMPOAOJIZKAI APOXKATh 6€3 0CTAHOBKH, €TI0 APOXKAIINE MAJIBIE C TPYIOM
IIBITATUCE HOTSHYTHCS OO OTHSTOM cepeOpsSHOM IIMUIbKY, HO HUKAK He MOTJIM e€ JocTaTh. B ero
roJjioce 3By4ajia KICTePHUYHAsS PEeIIMMOCTb, HO B TO JKe BpeMs HeBeIpa3uMoe o0jieryeHue.

— Korpga g YMPY... KOT'Ia 1 YMpPY... BCe... BCE CTaHET Jiy4quie... CTaHeT...

— 41 He yOni0 Tebst, — 113s7H JI0t0i1, yBUAEB, YTO TOT MHITAETCS AOTSHYTHCS [0 IIMUIIbKH, MTHOBEHHO
IIOMpAayYHeJI, TOMHSI PYKY, YTOOH HakaTh Ha TOYKY CHA Ha Tejie YeJIoBeKa B CBOMX O0BSATHUSX, HO
TIAJIbIILI €70 TaK U He OMyCTUIuCh. ETo ri1a3a, momoOHbIe YEPHOMY HE(DPUTY, B TEMHOTE Ka3aIuCh eIé
6oree MpayHEIMHU, CJIOBHO He60 6e3 3B€3M. Ero mpoxagHble MaslbIbl MATKO JIETJIM Ha CIHHY
YeJI0BEeKa, a TOJIOC 3By4asl HU3KO.

— 4 L13sgu Jlowo#, pa3Be TH MEHS He Y3HAEIIh?

Ero romoc pa3Héccst B TEMHOTE, U Y€JIOBEK B €T0 00BSATUSX BHE3AITHO ITepPecTasl JpoXKaTh, TEJI0 ero
00MSIKJIO.

— Musnzsio#... Munbion? — L1351 JI010ff MTHOBEHHO OIIYTUJI, YTO YEJIOBEK B €T0 0OBATHUSX ITepecTall
pearupoBaTh, U TUXO I103BaJl €r0 OBAXK[IEL, II0CJe Yero nopHsan baii MuHbI0S Ha pyKU U OBICTPEIMU
IIaraM{ HaIlPpaBUJICS K OTKPHITOM ABepu. — KTo-HUOYOb!

Ero croBa eIré He ycrenu 3aKOHUYKUTHCS, KakK YKy F09, mogxBaTUB MOMOI MIaThs, GBICTPO mombexara
K HeMy. YBupeB, uTo bait MuHbiol B ero 00bsaTHSIX 0€3 CO3HaHUS, a ero 0esas ofexkaa MOKphITa
KPOBBIO, Ha €€ JIHIle TIOSBUIOCH BEIpaXKeHue yauBneHusi. OHa mocMoTpena Ha LI3sH JIows, KOTOPHIH
mepzKas yejoBeka ¢ 6eCCTPACTHBIM JIUIIOM, ¥ POOKO CIIPOCHIIA:

— HacnepHuk... 970... uTO ¢ bau llyanom?

— OH notepsn co3HaHue. TH NOKHA HEMENJIEHHO BEI3BaTh JABOPIIOBOIO Bpaya... HET, HeNlb3s, —
Li3sau Jlotol cHadasa xoTes, 4ToOH OHa 103Bajia Bpayda, HO, IOAYMaB, PEIInsl, YTO 3TO MOKET
BCTPEBOXKUTH TOCIIOXKY UKIHb, a TaKXKe MOXKET PAaCKpHITh, 4TO baii Munbion — mMyx4uHa. OH TYT XKe
OCTaHOBUJI CJTy2KaHKY ¥, HEMHOI'0 II0AyMaB, cKa3all. — Yxky H0s, cHayana BepHUCH BO ABOP. Korga
baiu llyany ctaHet nyuiue, g BepHych. Ecnu Llun XyH 1 BaHbCA CIIPOCAT, CKaXXu BCEM BO ABOPE, YTO
gy bau lllyana, Ho HU B KOeM CJly4ae He II03BOJISIM UM y3HaATh, YTO OH paHeH, IoHsIa?

Yxy HO9s, ycnelliaB 9T0, TYT XKe IIOKJIOHUIIACh B 3HAK COTJIacus, HO, IJIAAS Ha KPOBb Ha Tejle baii
MuHbBI0S, He CMOTTIa CAepKaTh TUXUX CJIOB:

— [Jla, HacnepHuK, HO Bau llyaH...

Eé cnoBa He ycnenu 3aKOHUUTHLCS, Kak L3511 JIo0i B3MOXHYJI, C HEOIPEOEIEHHBIM BEIpaXkKeHNEM
JIUIA TIOCMOTPEJT Ha YeJloBeKa B CBOMX OOBSATHSX U [OJITO HE MOT BEIMOJIBUThL HU CJIOBA.

[TpuMepHO Yepe3 BpeMs, He0OX0AUMOe [IJIs TOTO, YTOOH! BHIMUTH Yallky 4as, LI3sH Joioi
IIOBEPHYJICS, YIOXKUJI YeJloBeKa Ha KyLIeTKy B KOMHaTe, BBIIIEN U3 KOMHATH U cKa3an Yxyu HOHIo,
CTOAIIEMY PSATOM:

— ITocne Moero yxopa MOMHH, YTO B KOMHATe JOJKEH IIOCTOSTHHO TOPETh YCIIOKAUBAIOIIUN
6naroBoHu#. Eciu coBceM He mony4duTcst, fo6aBb HEMHOT'O CHOTBOPHOT'0, HO HU B KOEM CJIy4ae He
II03BOJISAN €My IIPOCHYTHCSA ¥ YCTPOUTE elré OoJbIiie ITpodieM, IOHS?



Yxkyit KOHB, yCIIBIIIAB 9TO, CJIETKA OMEeNINsI, HHCTUHKTHUBHO OTJISIHYJICS Ha baii MUHBIOS, KOTOPHIA
JIexKajl Ha KyIIeTKe C HaXXKaTOM TOYKOM CHA U MepeBsi3aHHOM PaHOM, U TUXO CIIPOCHI:

— HacnepnHuK, Kyma BE COOMpaeTech?
L3511 JI0t0¥ OMyCTHUII B3TJISIM, B €T0 T7Ia3ax MeJIbKHYJIa X0JI0OHAs TeHb:

— 4 ornpasnsocsk B [TaBunboH XonogHou Peku. Beprych 1o y&kuHa. [1o MOero Bo3BpalieHusl HUKTO
He [IOJIKEH BOWTU B 3Ty KOMHATYy!

Ero crnoBa elré He yCIeNnu 3aKOHYUTHCS, KaK OH, CIIOBHO TEHbD, B MTOJIIeHb B3/IETEI Ha KPHIIIY C
TIOMOIITIO JIETKOT'O ITara M, TOKa HUKTO He 3aMeTuJI, OLICTPO HAIPABHUJICS 3a MPeelThkl KHSIXKeCKOM
PEe3UIeHIINH.

[Tporno monyaca, ¥ nepef BepxHeld KOMHATON KPYIIHEUIIero 4auHoro gfoma I1aBunboH X0mogHOU
Peku B cTONHUIle MyKYKMHA CPEOHUX JIET, OMETHIM KaK OOraThIi Kymell, C KHUTOM CUETOB B PYKE,
TIoTJ1aXkKKBasi CBOIO OOPOMY, MeIEHHO BOIIET BHYTPE.

KomHaTa, B KOTOPO¥ OH HaxomuJics, OblIa pasfesieHa Ha [IBe 4acTH. [lepeq KyIIeTKOoN B KOMHATe
OblTa HATSHYTA MJIOTHAS 3aHaBeCKa, a TakKXKe 3aHaBeCKa M3 KPYIJIBIX KPAaCUBHIX JKeMYYXKUH,
KOTOpHIE, PACKPHIBASICh, U3[IaBa/Il MIPUSTHEIN 3BYK, BRIIEISIONIANACS CPeNy [IyMa YaiHOT0 IOMa.

TonbpKO YTO BOMAST B KOMHATY ¥ 3aKPHIB OIBEPb, MyKYKHA, IIOX0KUM Ha KYIIIA, TOJI0XKUI KHUTY
CYeTOB ¥ cobupasicst BOUTH BriTyOb KOMHATHI, KaK ero B3TJIS CKOIb3HYJI 3a 3aHABECKY, I'Tie,
Ka3aJIoCh, CTOSIJT YeJIOBEK, TOBEPHYTHIN K HEMY CIMHOM. OH TYT XKe BHIIPSMUIICS, Ha ero
noOpOMYIITHOM, KaK y MU, JTUIlE TIOSBUIOCH BEIPAXKeHUE MTOYTEHUS, U OH, OYCTUBIIKCH HA OIHO
KOJIEHO IIepe[ 3aHABeCKOW U3 XKeMUYKHUH, TUXO CKa3a:

— ITomuHEHHBIHM TPUBETCTBYET IJIaBy [TaBUIILOHA.

Ecnu OBl KTO-TO HaXOJHUJICS B 3TOT MOMEHT B KOMHATe, OH ObI y3HaJl, YTO YeJI0BEK, BOLIEIIINH B
KOMHATY ¥ ONETHIM Kak OoraThlil Kymell, ObII He KTO MHOM, KaK TJIaBHLIM YIIPaBISIONIUNA YalHOTO
moMa ITaBunboH Xomonmuo# Pexku B cTonuile — MaH 113101159Hb.

YenoBek 3a 3aHaBECKOM U3 KEMYYKWH, YCIIbIIIAB €ro T0JI0C, MeNJIEHHO ITIOBEPHYJICS, T03BOJISS
COJTHEYHOMY CBETY U3 OKHA OCBETUTb €I0 JINLI0, CKPLITOEe CepeOpsIHON MacKoOM, U er0 TEMHYIO
OfekMy, BHIIUTYIO0 CEPEOPSIHBIMU HUTSMU. ETo TOHKME TyOB M30THYJIUCH B JIETKOH YITBIOKE:

— BcTans.

YeIloBeK, CTOSIIMI Ha OOHOM KOJIEHE, YCIIBIIIAB 3TO, TYT XK€ IMOOHAJICA U, CTOA IIepenq 3aHaBECKOH,
CJIOZKHII PYKH U TUXO CKa3al:

— I'maBa nmaBuIbOHA HpI/IH.IéJI, YTOOBI Y3HATh O TOM [eJie, 0 KOTOPOM BEI FOBOpI/IJ'[I/I?

— M3HayvampHO g He coOMpasICs CIpalrBaTh 00 9TOM, — YeJIOBEK, CTOSIINN Y OKHA, CJIeTKa
TIOIIIEBEJIUTI CBOMMH OJTIeHBIMU MAJIbI[aMH, €T0 I'0JI0C 3By4Yasl TakK, CJIOBHO OH IIJIHUT B BO3MYXE,
JETKU, KaK BETEp, ¥ elBa CJIBIIHLINA, C OTTEHKOM 0e3pa3yiuyusi, HO TOH ero ObUI 04eHb CEPLE3HBIM.
— Ho pa3 yx Tbl caM 06 3TOM 3arOBOPUJI, 3HAYUT, BCETO 3a I'Of 3TO [IeJI0 IIPOABUHYJIOCE?

— OrTBeyaro riaBe maBuiaboHa. Emé 0osee mecsaTu neT Ha3ald, IIPU CTApOM TJlaBe MTaBUIbOHA, HAIU
JIIO[U y2Ke IIPOHUKIIM BO ABOpPeEL] ¥ XKAalu yKa3aHuu, — MaH L[31019Hb, CTOA IIepeq 3aHaBECKOH,
OTIYCTHJI TOJIOBY ¥ YETKO [IOJI0KUII YeJIOBEKY 3a 3aHaBeCKoil. — [1o3ToMy, maxke ecnu HHGopMalus,



KOTOPYI0 TpeOyeT riaBa MaBUIbOHA, KpalHe TPYAHO MOMYYUTh, OHA y&Ke Oblyla oIyYeHa BCKOpe
TI0CJIe BaIlleTo MpKe3ya B CTONHIIY.

YesnoBek B cepeOpPsIHOM MacCKe, CKPHIBAIOIIEH MTOYTH BCE €T0 JIUIIO, YCIIBIIIAB 9TO, YIBIOHYIICS emé
Impe:

— Ecnu Tak, mpefcTaBh €€.

— Ia.

MsH LI31015Hb, YCIBIIAB 3T0, TYT K€ [T0BEPHYJICS, OTOABUHYJ CYHIYK, CTOSIINI B yTIIy 3a
3aHaBECKOM, [OCTaJl U3 TalHUKa [JINHHYI0 KOPOOKY, OTKPHIT €€ KITI0Y0M, KOTOPHIH ObLII y HETO B
pyKax, ¥ BEIHYJI U3 HE€ CBUTOK C KapTuHOU. OH OYTUTENILHO IPOTSHYI PYKY 4epe3 3aHaBECKY U
nepenas KapTUHY 4YeJI0BeKY, KOTOPHIY yXKe CTOsII HeflalIeKo OT Hero.

YesnoBeK 3a 3aHABECKOM pa3BepHYJ KApTUHY ¥ ORICTPO B3TNIsSIHYN Ha Heé. CepeOpsHas Macka
CKpBIBAJIa €T0 BEIPaKEHUE JIUIA, HO IO €0 Ila3aM, TOX0XKUM Ha YEPHBEINA HePPUT, MOKHO OBLITO
3aMeTHUTh TeHb HHTEpeca:

— ...JTa XeHIIMHA B XKEJITOM IJIaThe Ha KapTHHEe — BO3JII00IeHHAs UMIIepaTopa?
Mb>5H 1I31019Hb THX0 OTBETHII:

— OTBeuaro rjIaBe NaBUIbOHA, TOYHEE CKa3aTh, 9TO KEHIIKUHA, KOTOPYIO UMIIEPATOP TaK XU HE CMOT
IIOJIY4YHUTh.

— O? — YenoBeK B MacKe IOBEPHYJICS U, BAUMATENIbHO PaCCMaTPUBasi KapTUHY, C YIKIOKOM CKa3all.
— Torma MHe CTajIo TI0OO0MEITHO, AsAsS MaoH, KaK BHE 9TO Y3HAINA?

MoH 1I310119HE 3aK0J1e0aics ¥, 3alMHaACh, CKa3al:
— I';maBa maBuIBOHA, 9TO...

YemnmoBek B cepeOpsTHON MacKe, 3aMeTHB ero KonebaHue, clerka mocTy4asn 6JIeJHEIMU HajIbIlaMu 110
KapTHHE, B ero rojioce 3By4asa yasl0Ka, HO B I'1a3ax He OBbIJI0 HUKAKUX 9MOLIMMA:

— Ismst MaH, TaKas peakKIus C Ballled CTOPOHEHL... HeYKeJu BO3/00IeHHAsT UMIIepaTopa UMeeT
KaK0e-TO OTHOLIEHUE K HallleMy IaBUTbOHY?

MbsH H3IOI_IHHB, YCIBIIIaB 3TO, TYT XK€ 3aKOJ'[e6aJ'[CH, JOJIT'O He MOT' BBIMOJIBUTH HHU CJIOBa.

Bonee gBapmaTtu net Ha3af [TaBunboH X0NMOOHOM PeKM OTKPHINICS B CTONMIIE, M €T0 IIEPBLIM I'1aBOM
OBLIT TOKOWHBIN KHSI3b Csios10 113510 MH. [Ipu ero nogmep:kKe U COOEeMCTBUM CETh Pa3BEOKHU
[TaBunwvoHa XomogHou Peku cTana Ma0THOM, KaK ITayTHHA, TOKPHIBasd IIOYTH BeCh [lanyH, ¥ Jaxke BO
nBopile Obly mmuoHH [TaBumboHA. [Tocne cMepTu KHs3s Csiosi0 113ssH MHa HBIHEIIHKM T1aBa
[TaBUJIbOHA — HACNeTHUK KHA3 Cg050 L1358 JI00#, KOTOPBIM 3aHAJI 3TOT IIOCT 'O Ha3afl, IPeqbsIBUB
COOTBETCTBYIOIINM 3HAK.

JInuHOCTE I'J1aBHl IaBUJILOHA Beerna Oblia TauHou mid [lasunbora XononHo# Pexu, ¥ TONBKO OH OOUH
3HaJI, KTO CTOUT Iiepef HUM. [109TOMy, MONIy4YuB 9TO cooOIeHne, MaH LI31015Hb OBIT TOTPSICEH U
CHOBA ITOTPe0OBas IOOTBEPOUTD €T0 JOCTOBEPHOCTL. Pe3ynbTaThl TOBTOPHOT'O PacCiIeNoBaHus eIl
He OBLTM TOTOBHI, a I'JlaBa ITaBUJIbOHA yKe CIpamuBai 00 3ToM... YTo XKe fenaTs?

— 3r0... 'TaBa naBuILOHA, TO, YTO S celyac CKaXy, — 9TO JINIIb IIPEAIIOJIOKEHNE TOTO, KTO IIepenan



cooO1ieHne. ATO COOOIIIEHNE CIIUIIKOM... €T0 HelIh3s BOCIIPDUHUMATh Bcepbé3.

— Ecnu TH He cKaxXelllb, KaK 5 MOTY 3HaTh, CTOUT JIA 3TO BOCIIPUHUMATh Bcepbe3? — 113sH Jlotoii,
CKPBITBIY ITOM MaCKOM, 0CTaBajiCsd HEBO3MYTUMEIM, €T0 TOJI0C 3By4as 0e3 aMoruii. — ['0BOpH.

Yepes HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi MaH LI310119Hb 3aKOHUMI 00BSICHEHNE U C TPEBOTOM CTOSITT Ha MeCTe, He
TOBOPS HU CJI0Ba. B KOMHaTe ocTancs TonbKo LI3sH JI010M, KOTOPHIM, TOBEPHYBIINUCH, CEIT Ha
KYIIETKY, a B er0 PyKax yKe ObII CBEPHYTHIM CBUTOK C KapTHHOM, KOTOPEIH IMOCTEIIEHHO Cropalt B
IJiaMeHu cBe4yd. Ero 4€pHHIe ra3a, MoX0xXKe Ha HepUT, OTpaXkKalu TeHHU IIJIaMeHH, X OH CIIOKOMHO
cKasal:

— CuwmrTaii, 4TO S HUKOTA 3TOTO HE CIIbIIad, ¥ Thl HUKOT[a 9TOr0 He TOBOpPui. Bupens I1aBunbox
Xonomguou Peku He momkeH 00JbIlle PacCIeqoBaTh 9TO [EJIO0.

M3H LI310LU5Hb TYT e MOKJIOHUJICH:

— Ja.
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