— {1 Ke TOBOpUII, YTO y HETO IJI0X0M XapaKTep, 3a4eM THI ero apa3Huins? — E Tao ¢ moneu
COXKaJIeHUsT HaKJIOHUIICS, YTOOH MOHATh bao0ao, 1 HedpuToBas TabaudYKa BHICKOIL3HYIIA M3-TI0T
BOPOTHUKA €TI0 OEXKOHL.

BuuMmanue Jlo [lyHa nepekIo4Ynioch Ha TabIu4Ky, OH OOHST OPOBb U L[OKHYJT S3BIKOM:
— Tak BOT KOMY OH e€ Iofapu, a f-T0 LyMaJl, YTO OH YIOCTUJI KaKyH-HUOYyOb TI000BHUILY.
— May!

KoTEHOK, BCE elllé pa3mpakKEHHbIN, CHOBA 3aBOJIHOBAJICS, €0 OCTPhIe KOTOTKY T'OTOBHI OBIIN B JTI000H
MOMEHT BHIITYCTUTHCS.

Bao6ao 6osbIlie Bcero Ha CBeTe JII00WI U yBaxaJsl CBOETro ASAIOIIKY U He TepIesl, Korga KTo-To
roBopui 0 HEM mioxo. Crnosa Jlo [lyHa B ero yiax 3By4asnu KakK KjeBeTa, UTO ObIJIO KyIa CephE3Hee,
YeM MPOCTO 003KIBATEILCTRA.

— Ero nneMsHHUK urpaeT ¢ HepputoM, — npepsan pa3rosop E Tao, ogHOM pyKol mepxa baobao, a
IPYTOM yCIOKanBas B3bEPOIIEHHOT0 KOTEHKA.

— IMompocTok net gecsatu urpaet ¢ Hepputom? — Jlo JIyH ObLT YOUBIEH, HO IIOTOM IIOTyMaJ, YTO
pebGEHOK, KOTOPHIH BCE BpeMs 60JIeeT U CUIUT JOMa, MOT Pa3BUTh B ce6e HeOoOBIYHEIE MIJIST €T0
BO3pacTa UHTEPECH], U caM ce0e OTBETHI:

— HeynusutenbHo, 4To YK0y LI3HIISAHb, TAKOH IPUHITMIINATIBHEIN ¥ TOPOBEIN Y€I0BEK, PN
0ToOpaTh 3TO Y KOTr'0-TO.

UYxkoy LI3mbIsTHE He paccka3san E Tao, Kak OH IOTyYHII 9Ty Belllb, ¥ TOT HE CTaJl yriIyOasaThCsS B
pa3MebIlIIeHus. Ycnblas ciioBa JIo [IlyHa, OH IPOCTO CIIPOCHI:

— A Kax OH eé Mmoay4umn?

Hedpuroas Tabnuyka He Oblyla KyIjeHa Uiy nogapeHa — Yxkoy L[3bILsgHb BEIUTPA €€. A yaiiHas,
KOTOPYI0 OHU ITOCETHUJIU IIPOIIJION HOUb0, OblIa HE MECTOM [J151 CIIOKOMHOT'0 YaeIuTHS.

B Gosbiiom ropopie, yeM 00JIbIlle POCKOIIHM, TeM OOJbIIe CKPHITHIX TEMHEIX CTOPOH. YaliHas MOXKeT
OBITH YIOTHBIM MECTOM [1JI YaenuTusi, 60paeseM Uiau Ka3uHO, OTKPHITHIM TOIBKO [/ ©30paHHBIX
KJINEeHTOB. ECiu y Bac ecTh [eHbI'W, BIUSHUE U CBSI3H, JaXKe Y HOT UMIlepaTopa HauOyTCs Te, KTO
3aHUMaeTCsl TEMHBEIMU [leJlaMU IIOf IPUKPEITHEM. YaliHad Ha UInogpoMe Obllla MMEHHO TaKUM
MECTOM.

— Bnapenen unnogpoMa — roHkoHret, BepHo? — E Tao, paboTaBiiuii B XKypHase, KOe-4TO CIIbIIIA
00 aTom. CaMblii KPYTIHBEIN UIITIOAPOM B CTONHIIE ObLT MocTpoeH YKoy LI3bIHeM, KOTa ero Kapbepa
II171a B TOPY, U OH IIOTy4Yas NOAAEePKKY OT CTapliero nokonenus. OgHaKo MeHee YeM 4epes [iBa roga
UIIIIOAPOM OB TPOMIaH TOHKOHTCKOMY Ou3HecMeHy. HekoTopreie cunTanmy, 4To Yxkoy LI3BIUHD He
CIIPABUJICS C YIIPaBlIeHUEM, U UIITIOAPOM OBLI IUILD IITMPMOM, ITIO3TOMY OH IIPUHSI TaKOE PelleHHe.

I pyrue npepnmnonarany, 9YTO Biaafenel He U3MeHUIICs, a YKoy LI3bIIuHE IPOCTO 10 KaKUM-TO
IPUYMHAM II€PEBEN €T0 B CKPLITHIE aKTHBHI.

— [la, Bnagenblia 30BYyT AHb ['ofyH. OH HENJI0X0 HaXKUJICS Ha TOCYAAapCTBEHHOU IIOIUTUKE, a B
CTapOCTH OTOIIET OT feJl, lepefiaB CTONMYHBEIY OM3HEC CBOEMY MJIafIIeMy CHIHY.

Jlo [IyH ckasan 3To Mexkny mesnoM, a E Tao cnyiian paccesiHHO, He TIpAAaBas 3TOMy 0C0060r0



3Ha4YEeHHu4dg.

Opnako E Tao He0XHMAAHHO CKOPO BCTPETUJICS C 3TUM CaMbIM MOJIOJBIM TOCIIOOAUHOM AHEM, U
BCTpedYa Obllla BeCbMa HEJIOBKOH.

Korga E Tao BepHYJICS C IPOTYJIKY, OH 00HAPYKWUJI, YTO IBEPh B KOMHATY He Obljia TJIOTHO 3aKpHITa.
OH BOIIEN M 3aCTHUT Ha IOPOTeE.

B roctuHo# 1apuia cTpaHHas atMocdepa. Uxkoy LI3bisgHb, KOTOPHIH foMa OblT 3a00TIUBEIM, KaK
OTell, a Ha JIIoAsX — 00pa3I|oM 37IeTaHTHOCTH U yCIiexXa, AepkKaJsl Ha pyKax MOJIOOTo dyenoBeka. Her,
3TO0 OBIJIO CKOpee I0X0Ke Ha TO, YTO MOJIOHOM YejIoBeK caM Opocuiics K HeMy B 00bsaTust. OH
obruMan Yxoy LI3HIIHS 3a 11110, CUAS Y HEro Ha KOJIeHSX, ¥ TUX0 Pa3roBapHBall C HUM, YIIbI0AsCh.

Bao6ao, mpexkfe yeM KTO-TO YCIIeJl CpearupoBaTh, Coejlajl BeCbMa YeJIoBeYECKUM KeCT — OH IOAHST
JIATIKY ¥ IPOTEP TJIa3a, CIIOBHO IIPOBEPSisi, He TaJTIOIUHAIUS JIX 3TO. YOeIUBIIKNCH, YTO BCE TI0-
HACTOSIIIIEMY, OH M3[ajl HENOYMEHHOE «Msy», KOTOPOe 3By4asio Tak, Oy[TO eMy HaCTyIHIIA Ha XBOCT.

Bce B KOMHaTe B3OPOTHYJH, U TYT XKe YK0y LI3BIIIHb BEHITONKHYJI MOJIOAOTO YeJI0BEKa U3 CBOUX
o0bsATHH. TOT, He OXKUAas TaKOTO0, yIasl Ha I10JI, BCKPUKHYB OT 6011 ¥ BEIPYTaBIIXCh Ha KAHTOHCKOM
muanekTe. E Tao He MOHSI CMBICIIa, HO PACIO3HaN I3bIK. BripoueM, MOXKHO OBIIIO IOragaThCs, YTO 3TO
OLLIM He caMble BeXXJIMBLIE CJIOBA.

Mononoi 4yesioBexk, XMYDPACH, TIOOHAJICSA Ha HOTHU U, CIIEOYAd B3TTTAOY ‘{}Koy LI3BIIISHS, IIOCMOTPEII Ha
Imopor. Ero nuio to KpaCHeJIo, TO GHGJIHGTIO, BEIPAd2Kasi ABHOE€ HEOOBOJIELCTBO.

E Tao okasarsncs B 3aTPYOHUTEIIbHOM IIOJIO2KEHNHU, 3daCTEIB Ha MECTe. Bao6ao B ero PYKaX yCTaBHUIICA
Ha JBOMX B TOCTHHOU, He M37aBas HU 3BYKa, CJIOBHO OKAMEHEB.

— Y MeHs ecTb fena, TOCIOAuH AHb, I0XKaJIyXCTa, BO3BpallauTech, — cKa3an YKoy LI3bILsaHb,
BCTaBas ¥ MIPOBOKas rocTs. Ero cioBa ObIM eI1€ BeXKIUBBIMU.

Moromnoit yeoBeK 0OJIbINe He B3PHIBAJICS, JIUIIb YCMEXHYJICS ¥ HampaBuics K Bexony. E Tao orormén
B CTOPOHY, YTOOHI IaTh €My IIPOUTH, HO TOT OCTAHOBMJICS, KOTHa mopaBHsycs ¢ E Tao, u, He ycieB
CKPBITH CBOM 3MOILIMM, OKUHYJI €T0 B3TJISIOOM C HOT 10 T'OJIOBHI, IIOCJIe YeTr0 BAPYT YIILIOHYIICS:

— Iloyemy THI TakoM GnenubIi? Mcnyrancs uny onsTs 3abonen?

E Tao cnokoitHO paccmoTpen cobecefHrKa. MoJiomoi 4enoBeK ObUT IPUSATHON BHEIIHOCTH, OJET C
UTOJIOYKM, YKpalleHU! Ha HEM OBIZI0O HEMHOTO, HO Ha PyKe KpPacoBaJIUCh YaChl 3a COTHU THICSY
I0aHed. YUuTEBas ero GaMuInio U fUajaekT, Ha KOTOPOM OH PYyTasCs, eT0 TUYHOCTh He BhI3EIBAJla
COMHEHUU.

— Cs0 AHb, — mpousHéc Yxkoy LI3BIIsTHB, ero royoc OB CIIOKOEH, HO B IJla3aX yXkKe MOsSBUIaCh TEHb.

AHb Y3HCI0aHb OTBETHUJI €My XOJIOMHBIM B3TISAA0M, ITpomen Mumo E Tao u Beien 3a gBeps. E Tao
nocMoTpen Ha Yxkoy LI3bIstHS, 0XKUAast, YTO TOT XOTSI OBl HEMHOT'O CMYTHUTCS, HO TOT MTHOBEHHO
B3s1J1 ce0s1 B PyKHU, B €T0 I'/la3ax IOSBUAJIOCH CIIOKOMCTBYE U flaXke JIETKas 3aboTa:

— Yto cToumn? Caaucs.

E Tao onycTun B3rnsag Ha bao6ao. KoTénok ycraBuics Ha Yxkoy LI3wisns. 1o atoro momenTa E Tao
He MOT IIPeACTaBUTh, YTO TAKOe IIPOM30UAET, U He 3HaJ, Kak pearupoBaTh. OH IIPOCTO IOCIIEN0Ba
npuMepy Baobao.



Bao6ao cmoTpen Ha Yxkoy LI3nisans, u E Tao genan To ke camoe. bao6ao 04HYICS, CIIPHITHYIT Ha IO
1 Hampasuics K Yxoy Lznimsaaio. E Tao nocnegosan 3a HuM. bao6ao, mpois MOJI0BUHY TIYTH,
pas3BepHyscs u mobexan npoys. E Tao moImén 3a HUM B CIIaIbHIO.

Bao6ao, C710BHO B TpaHCe, 3aMPHITHYJ HA KPOBATh, MOKPYTHIICS HAa MECTE U TOJIBKO IIOTOM BCIIOMHUII
0 E Tao. ToT elné He ycmen CecTh, CTOSI y U3HOXKbSI KPOBATH, U, YBUOEB PaCTEPSIHHBIN B3TTISAN
KOTEHKA, IIPOTSIHYJ K HEMY PYKH, TUXO CKa3aB:

— Wnu croma.

Bo3M0KHO, 13-3a TOT0, YTO [IBe AYIIX OeNUIu OmHO Teso, E Tao OvlIo nerye, yeM APYTruM, IOHUMATh
amonuu bao6ao, oco6eHHO Korfia TOT OB Ype3MepHO BO30YKOEH, PaJlOCTEH UITK paccTpoeH. IMeHHO
10 9TUM MEJIKUM, HO HeOOBIYHBIM JIETAJISIM, a TaKxXke I10 oTHoIneHu0 baobao k cembe Uxkoy E Tao
3amnof03PUII €r0 UCTUHHYIO TUYHOCTb.

E Tao Mor npencTaBuTh, YTO YyBCTBOBAN bao6ao, HO 4YTO KMEHHO IIPOMCXOANIIO B €T0 MaJIeHbKOMN
IYLINCTOM TOJIOBKE, OH He 3Hajl. BO3M0XKHO, KOTEHOK OBIJT pACCTPOEH TEM, YTO 3a ABE KU3HU TaK U
He CMOT Pa3rjIsafeTh UCTUHHYIO CYIITHOCTb CBOUX OMu3Kux? B KoHIle KOHIOB, YkK0y FOHBCH OBINT BCETO
TUITh peOEHKOM, KOTOPBIN OOJIBIINYIO YaCTh BpeMEHHU IMIPOBOOUIT foMa. Ero Mup GBI TPOCTHIM, B TO
BpeMs KaK MUP B3POCJIBEIX TOPA3fI0 clioxkHee. Kak 0H MOT IMOgyMaTh, UYTO CAaMBIN OJIU3KUN eMy
YeJIOBEK YTO-TO CKPHIBAET?

Bao6ao He fgBUTANCS, €T0 B3TJAL CKOMb3HYI MUMO E Tao u ocranoBumics Ha Yxkoy LI3bisHe,
KOTOPBIN BOIIETT CIIEIOM.

E Tao, ycnrimiaB 1maru, o0epHYJICS, HO He yCIesl CpearupoBaTh, KaK MyKYKMHa, OCTAHOBUBIIUHNCS 3a
€ro CIUHOM, MATKO 00HT ero. ITog6oponok Yxkoy LI3bIIsHS cierka KocHyscs Makymku E Tao,
yCIIOKauBas €ero.

E Tao 3Has, 4T0 9T0 OB €ero 0OBIYHEBIN CIIOCO0 YCIIOKOUTD MJIEMSIHHUKA, U, BeposiTHO, YKoy FOHbCH
3TO HPaBUJIOCh. HO B CITOXKUBINENCS CUTyalliX TaKoe yTelleHrue ObIJI0 CIUIIKOM He3HaYUTENIbHbIM.
Ecnu 651 oH Mor, E Tao HanmoMHus OB €MYy: TBOM IIEMSHHUK He KallpU3HUYAET U3-3a JIEKapCTB UJTH
IIPOTYJIKM.

[IIok, KoTophI# ucneiTan bao6ao, OBIT CPaBHUM C KpaxoM ero MHPOB033peHus. OH Tak CUIIBHO JTIO0UTT
¥ yBazKaJl CBOETo O[O, MaXKe HEOCO3HAHHO Hayasl MOKJIOHSITHCS eMy KaK CBOeMY JIMYHOMY
6oxxecTBy. M BOpyT ero noutu 6e3ynpeyHbii, 60romomoOHbIH SO JTacKajCs C APYTUM MYKUMHOMU.
970 OBIIO HEeBePosTHO. [17151 Bao6ao 9To OBIJIO TAaK XKe HEeMOCTURKUMO, Kak ecnu Ob E Tao
npespatuicd B Yxkoy KOHbcH, a Ukoy FOHBCH — B KOIIKY.

Yxoy LI3biasb MATKO cKa3all E Tao:
— He gymau numnaero, Mel ¢ C90 AHEM IPOCTO IOy TUIIH.

E Tao momuan. OH He OBl YBepeH, IpaBay /1d roBopuil YKoy LI3bIISTHD HACYET IIYTKH, HO ¥ He
CYHUTal, 4TO TOT 00513aTeNIbHO OblT roMocekcyanucToM. Cam E Tao Ovll reeM, U, XOTS OH He
Bpallajicsi B COOTBETCTBYIOIIKX KPyTaX, OH JIydllle, YeM KTO-Tu00 APyroi, MOHUMa 3Ty I'PYIITy
miopel. OH u Yxkoy LI3vIgHb KUl 00K 0 00K ITOYTH IIOJIT0fla, U laXKe eCJIU OH He 3HaJl eTo
OOCKOHAJIbHO, OH OBl 3aMETHJI, eCIi ObI TOT OBIJT TAKKUM Ke, KaK OH. Ho 70 ceromHsIIHero JHs OH He
BU[IEJT HUKAKMX HAaMEKOB.

qa ImogyMaii: Hy2KHO Gepe% CHIIHBI, YTOOBI OOIINCATh 3TOT TEKCT, HHa4Y€ MEHA BO3HEHaABUIAT eH.[é
CHIIBHEE.
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